
Year 1: ‘My Learning Newsletter’

English Maths

English task:
We have been learning about the Author Michael Bond who wrote the Paddington 
Bear stories. Please find attached chapter one from the story, ‘A Bear Called 
Paddington’. After reading this story to your child they will: 

- Write a paragraph, describing Paddington (use word bank)
- Write a letter to Aunt Lucy in role of Paddington Bear - describing your 

journey from Peru to London (use word bank)

Phonics Task: Please find attached some example ‘Phonics Screening’ tests.  
Please practise the real and nonsense words in preparation for your child’s 
Phonics Screening test in June. Help your child to say the sounds to read the 
words e.g. steam - s-t-ea-m.
Phonics links: https://uk.ixl.com/ela/phonics; https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

In Maths we are looking at addition and subtraction. Using the attached number 
line or part of a 100 square can you practise addition and subtraction of numbers 
up to 30. E.g. 23 + 6 = 

Number Bonds: By the end of Year One, our children have to know number 
bonds to 10 for instant recall. You could practise using pennies, dried pasta pieces, 
paper cups etc.https://www.mathplayground.com/number_bonds_10.html

We have been learning counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. Please continue doing this 
daily. Highlight the multiples of 2s, 5s and 10s on the 100 square, online to help 
your child visually see the pattern. 
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/paint-the-squares

Work through the Maths Abacus workbook

Science Geography

In Science we will soon start working on the topic of ‘Animals including 
Humans’.  We will be learning about groups of animals including reptiles, 
mammals, birds, fish and amphibians.  

Research Project - Choose an animal from each group to research. Draw the 
animal and find information on its appearance, where it lives, what it eats etc.

In Geography we have been completing a unit about ‘Paddington Bear travelling 
around the UK’.  
Research Project - The children recently went on a field trip to South Shields and 
and wrote a letter to Mr and Mrs Brown persuading them to bring Paddington 
Bear to this coastal town. (See attached example letter and some of the features)
Children will imagine they are Paddington Bear. He will write a letter back to the 
children of St Aloysius, describing his amazing day at South Shields with Mr and 
Mrs Brown. 

Remember to Keep Active! See our Useful Links Page for more details

https://uk.ixl.com/ela/phonics
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.mathplayground.com/number_bonds_10.html
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/learning-to-count/paint-the-squares


Word bank

Paddington Bear    polite

blue jacket    red hat

suitcase   happy    friendly

Marmalade sandwiches

brown fur    label

Paddington Bear is a very happy and friendly bear. He has …………………..

Character description



Letter to Aunt Lucy

Word bank

Lima   Darkest Peru

England    London

lifeboat  sea    travelled

platform   train station

Paddington

Dear Aunt Lucy,
You are not going to believe it when I tell you about my trip to England. At first ______________-







Dear Mr and Mrs Brown,
We are the children of St Aloysius federation school in Hebburn and we are writing this letter to persuade you 
to bring Paddington Bear to the coastal town of South Shields. We promise you will not be sorry if you do.

There are so many physical features to mention such as the golden sand and the bright blue sea. Paddington 
will love splashing with Jonathan and Judy. As well as this there are amazing rock pools but please tell 
Paddington to be careful because the rocks are covered in seaweed and are very slippy. If you sit on the sand 
dunes, you can see the huge, rocky cliffs in the distance. They are wonderful views for the whole family to 
enjoy.

Wait until we tell you about the human features of South Shields. There is a long pier to walk along and at the 
end you will see a huge lighthouse. Do you know a lighthouse lights up so sailors know which direction to go? 
Not far from here there is an amazing fairground. We all loved going on the waltzer and playing hook a duck. 
Paddington can even dance to the loud music as he’s walking around. Not far from this is Marine Park. You 
can enjoy a boat ride and there is even a train that you can ride on. Fish and chips are must from the delicious 
restaurants South Shields has to offer.

We hope we have written enough in our letter to persuade you to bring Paddington Bear to South Shields.
We look forward to receive a letter from Paddington telling us all about his day!

Yours sincerely
Year One



Year 1 - Features of the seaside (South Shields)

Remember a human 
feature, is a man-made 

feature on Earth 

How was your day at 
South Shields 

Paddington Bear?

Remember, a physical 
feature is a naturally 
occuring feature on 

Earth


