
Year 2: ‘My Learning Newsletter’

English Maths

English task:
In English, we have been reading a defeating a monster story called Kassim and 
the Greedy Dragon.  Please find attached a template to write your own ‘defeating 
a monster story’.  Remember to think about:

- Characters
- Settings
- Ways the character could be defeated

Reading Task:
Please find attached a SATs reading paper for your child.  We have a reading 
booklet with the text and an answer booklet with questions.  Remember that you 
must underline the answers within the text.

In Maths, we are looking at the four operations.  We are focusing on addition, 
subtraction, division and multiplication.  
Please look at the attached sheet to see how we should work out the four 
calculations.

Number Bonds: By the end of Year Two, our children have to be completely 
confident with the quick, confident recall of number bonds to 10 and 20.  
Practise using pennies, dried pasta pieces, paper cups, pegs on coat hangers etc.

We have been learning our 2, 5, 10 and 3 times tables.  Please find attached a pack 
for times tables and practise on Hit the Button. (Remember to practise daily)

Science Geography

In Science we will soon start working on the topic of ‘Animals including 
Humans’.  We will be learning about animals and their offspring.  Please complete 
the matching activity by cutting and sticking the adult animals and their 
offspring. Once completed, see if you can find out other animals and their babies.
Research Project - Complete research to describe the basic needs of animals, 
including Humans.  You could make a list of facts, or create a poster in your jotter 
book.

In Geography we have been completing a unit about ‘Handa’s African Surprise’.  
We have been studying the differences between Kenya and the United Kingdom.  
Please find attached a world map to piece together and label with the continents 
and oceans.

Research Project -  Consider similarities and differences of schools in Kenya and 
the United Kingdom (Look at pack for images of schools in Kenya)

Don’t forget:
Capital letters and full stops,
Adjectives,
Sentence starters,
Letters sitting on the line,
Careful spelling

Remember to Keep Active! See our Useful Links Page for more details



Year 2 - Comparisons of Kenya and the United Kingdom

What do you notice 
about the school setup 

in Kenya?

How are the 
playgrounds different?

What do schools in 
Kenya and the United 
Kingdom both have?

How are the school 
buildings different?

What do you notice 
about the classrooms 

in Kenya?

Please complete in your book, a list of similarities 
and a list of differences for schools in Kenya and 
the United Kingdom.



      Year 2: Animals, including humans

Key Vocabulary 

adult A fully grown up animal

develop To grow and become stronger

life cycle The changes living things go through 
to become an adult

offspring The child of an animal

reproduce When living things make a new living 
thing of the same kind

young Offspring that has not reached 
adulthood

live young Offspring that has not hatched from 
an egg.

Prior learning…

Year 1: Animals 
(including humans) need 

food. Some eat meat 
(carnivores), some eat 
plants (herbivores) and 

some eat meat and plants 
(omnivores)

All living things can reproduce and have offspring.

Some animals give birth to live young. Their 
offspring normally look like them when they 
are born. 

Other animals have offspring which do not look 
like them when they are born.

Some animals lay eggs which 
hatch into live young. This 

young then develops into an 
adults. 

When these eggs hatch some 
animals look like their adult.

All young animals change at different stages 
as they develop and grow into adults.



Key Vocabulary 

dehydrate To lose water (dry out)

diet The food and water that an animal 
needs

disease Illness or sickness

energy The power needed to carry out a task

germs A physical activity to keep your body fit

heart rate The number of times a heart beats in 
one minute

hygiene How clean something is (to stay 
healthy and stop disease from 
spreading)

nutrition Food needed to live

exercise Moving parts of the body to become 
stronger and healthier

healthy To feel happy and well

To stay alive, all animals have 3 basic needs.  - air - water - food - Year 2 Knowledge Organiser



Quick Task…
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Describe how a toddler is 
different from a baby.

Name 2 animals that do not look like their 
animal parents?

1.                               2.

Look at the stages of human development...


