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19 March 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers 

As you will be aware the British Government has announced that all English schools will close from Monday 

23 March to help stem the spread of Coronavirus. I appreciate that this situation is very challenging and we 

are all having to make difficult decisions as a result of this unprecedented move.  I appreciate that school 

closures and the outbreak of Coronavirus has presented us all with huge challenges in our own homes, our 

families, our work and with our wider networks. 

The Government has announced that schools will continue to support childcare in the coming weeks for key 

workers and all vulnerable children. We will use the criteria identified by the Government to assist us with this 

task, but we understand that this will include:  NHS staff, police, community support officers, prison officers, 

probation service staff and supermarket delivery drivers who need to be able to go to work to support the 

country’s fight to tackle coronavirus.  We are waiting for final clarification and will share this with you when 

we know more.   

 

We have also been asked to provide childcare for vulnerable children, at the moment we don’t know what this 

definition means.   

 

Our school kitchen will be providing food for children entitled to free school meals and those children present 

at school.  I will confirm arrangements relating to these as soon as I know them. 

We have sought advice from Public Health England and I would like to clarify for you people who are “High 

risk” to ensure you are looking after your own wellbeing.  High Risk includes someone who suffers from one 

of the listed illnesses below, is over 70 or is pregnant. 

● If you are high risk you should work from home if possible and/or practice social distancing / 

good hygiene. 

● If you live with a high-risk adult or child, you can attend work but should practice social 

distancing / good hygiene. 

● If you are high risk and display symptoms (cough/fever/flu-like symptoms) should self-isolate for 

14 days. The whole household should self-isolate for 14 days even if they have no symptoms. 

● Asthma sufferers – no symptoms. Not required to self-isolate, should ensure follow guidance on 

social distancing, hand washing etc. 

● High BMI – no symptoms. Not required to self-isolate, should ensure follow guidance on social 

distancing, hand washing etc. 

Our Year 6 children are booked to attend Borrowdale in June 2020.  Due to these very challenging times I 

regret that this residential will have to be cancelled.  Refunds will be given to all parents in the next few days.  

If your payment was via ParentPay, monies will be returned to your account, otherwise you will receive a 

cheque.   

 

To recognise that tomorrow will be our last day together as an education facility for the foreseeable future I 

am inviting your child to enjoy some party style activities in the afternoon.  All children who are present 

tomorrow are welcome to come to school in non-uniform.   
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Today I was asked the question whether our Year 6 children will get their leavers hoodies.  I guarantee that 

they will receive these in due course. 

 

Finally, we do not know when schools will reopen fully to all pupils. I know this will present many questions.  

As I am informed, I will email you with update letters.  Could I thank you for all your good humour on the 

yard, your friendship and your patience with us.  I recognise these are extraordinary times in our country, our 

local area and our wonderful school.  I am proud of the way our children, our staff and our community is 

coping under unprecedented circumstances.  Thank you. 

  

Yours sincerely 

 

N Conway 

 

 

So beautiful from Pope Francis:  
 
“Tonight before falling asleep 
think about when we will return to the street. 
 
When we hug again, 
when all the shopping together will seem like a party. 
 
Let's think about when the coffees will return to the bar, the small talk, the photos close to 
each other. 
 
We think about when it will be all a memory but normality will seem an unexpected and 
beautiful gift. 
 
We will love everything that has so far seemed futile to us.  
Every second will be precious. 
 
Swims at the sea, the sun until late, sunsets, toasts, laughter. 
 
We will go back to laughing together. 
 
Strength and courage. 
 


