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    14th November 2019 

Dear Parents 
It was lovely to meet so many of you over the last few days at Parents Evening, thank                  

you so much for taking the time to come into school. I do hope that it was useful for you and                     
enabled you to celebrate with your child how well they are doing in class and give them a boost                   
for what they need to continue working on. Thank you so much for the positivity about school                 
when we talk with you. Your children achieve so much better when school and home work with                 
each other. One of the great strengths of our school is the parent and grandparent support, you                 
always seem to support us and you are happy to come into school together in the best interests                  
of your children.  If you need to, please don’t hesitate to contact us. 
 
Staff News 
Mrs Gatens, our brilliant Year 4 teacher, will be leaving our school at the end of this term. She                   
has been with us for 26 years and will take early retirement in December. She will be a great                   
miss because she is a fabulous teacher, over many years she has also been a great leader too.                  
In the time she has been with us she has been the Deputy Head Teacher of the Junior School,                   
our English leader and has taught in a variety of classes from Y3 to Y6. I know that she will                    
enjoy her retirement and fill it with her great passions, her lovely family and travel. We will all                  
miss her friendship and excellence but we know she will enjoy the next phase of her life too and                   
we all wish her well.  
 
Mrs Carter who has been working two days a week with the Y4 class, (covering Thursday and                 
Friday) has agreed to cover four days a week with Mrs Guy teaching the class on Friday. Miss                  
Rowe, in the other Y4 class, will increase her work pattern from four days to five. Therefore the                  
team in Y4 will now be:  
Y4SG Mrs Carter (Monday-Thursday) Mrs Guy (Friday) 
Y4CR  Miss Rowe (Monday - Friday) 
  
Children in Need 
Friday November 15th is Children in Need day. As a school we like to support this event with                  
some fundraising. The children are welcome to come to school in non uniform and bring a                
donation. 
 
This week, we have worked with your children on anti-bullying messages. The anti-bullying             
theme which we have been exploring is that change starts with us. We have been working to                 
understand that we should never behave negatively towards others because they are different             
in any way to us. We work really hard to ensure children know what they have to do in a variety                     
of situations, for example if they feel that they or a friend has been treated unfairly by someone                  
in school. We always tell them of the importance of standing up to people by saying ‘No’ and of                   
speaking to someone who can support them. We have recently further improved our support for               
children by introducing pupil ‘Mental Health Champions.’ I am really pleased that many of our               
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pupils applied for the positions and have been given training in supporting others. There is a                
good website: www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk 
 
Change of dates 
We have moved the day of the school Winter fair to Wednesday 11th December. It will start                 
after the bell at 3.20 in the Juniors. It will finish at 5.00 pm and it’ll be lovely for you to support                      
the event.  
 
Also we have recently moved the date of the NurseryB Nativity (VJ), it will now take place on                  
Thursday 12th December at 2.15 pm.  
 
Choir Concerts and Workshops 
The last few weeks we have enjoyed some brilliant Choir Concerts from Y2, Y3 and Y6. They                 
are always a great opportunity to invite parents into school and see how beautifully behaved our                
children are. Thanks also for coming to our recent parental English workshops, they are always               
very well attended and parental feedback is consistently strong.  
 
Shoebox Appeal 
Thank you so much to everyone who was able to support us with the shoebox appeal this year.                  
We sent many boxes which were collected by Samaritan’s Purse to be sent to Eastern Europe.                
We know that this appeal will make a huge difference to the lives of vulnerable children. 
 
The internet 
I’m sure that lots of children will be asking Santa for lovely gifts, some of them will include                  
electronic devices with access to the web. The internet is an exciting and powerful resource but                
it is vital that we safeguard our children. There are lots of useful links on our school website                  
(under the parents section), it is called keeping your children safe.  www.saferinternet.org.uk 
 
Teacher Training 
If you know anyone who is interested in training to be a teacher please ask them to check out                   
the information available through our training provider. www.carmelteachertraining.com 
 
School Admissions 
If your child is due to start Reception or Year 3 in September 2020, please ensure that you have                   
completed your application by the deadline date of Wednesday 15 January 2019, 4.30 pm. 
 
Please check our up to date dates for the end of the term. You will find these on the website.                    
Events are updated regularly.  
 
Thank you for all you do to make our school successful, if we can help in any way, please let us                     
know.  
 
Yours sincerely 
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