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5th July 2019 
Dear Parents 
What a great term! What a fabulous year. We have had three external outstanding judgements at St                 
Aloysius and I come to the end of my time as Executive Headteacher of St Michael’s. It has been a                    
privilege to be the Head Teacher this year and I have loved watching our children thrive. There has been so                    
many great things happening. This year, we have achieved grade 1 in all aspects of the Diocesan and                  
Ofsted Framework. We have achieved something unique and we should all feel very proud. Some of our                 
great friends Eddie Watson (Chair of Governors), Shaun Rushton (Year 6 Teacher and KS2 Leader) and Fr                 
David Nixon (Parish Priest) are going to pastures new, they have been such integral parts of our                 
achievement. 
 
Those moving on ... 
Eddie Watson 
Eddie has served as Governor at St Aloysius for 22 years. Quickly after starting in his role he was asked to                     
be Chair of the Infant School. In those days there were two governing bodies, two separate schools. He                  
was a parent in the school at the time, regularly running parental events such as discos, summer fairs and                   
barbeques. During his time as Chair of Governors he has been a steady, calm voice with great ambitions for                   
the pupils of Hebburn. He has maintained that sense of calm during some tough times but also during                  
times of celebration. He can be credited with an expression I use regularly, “The children of St Aloysius                  
deserve the best.” He has never been afraid to challenge me and we have developed a superb, honest                  
working relationship.  I will miss his great humour and friendship.  
 
David Nixon 
The man with two Masters degrees! It is easy (but lazy) to define people by the role they do, therefore it                     
would be easy for me to write things like “David is a compassionate priest with great spirituality and                  
understanding for people.” All of this would be true, but it doesn't get the essence of who he is. David has                     
added substantially to our community in the time he has been with us. The impact he has had on our                    
children, staff and wider community is remarkable. The time he is prepared to spend with our staff and                  
pupils is unique. He has taught the children how to make candles, he has stood by the touchline at their                    
sporting events and come as an audience member for the liturgy. I love the way he has never been afraid to                     
ask tough questions, he is happy to lead events but he is also pleased to be a part of our community. Born                      
in Coventry and an active member of the Order of the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, he has spent time                    
in Ireland, America and Liverpool. We’ve only known him for a short period of time, but he is an                   
exceptional individual and he will thrive in Kirby. I know I’ll be keeping in touch because he has become a                    
great friend. 
 
Shaun Rushton 
Shaun has achieved much in his career. He first came to St Aloysius as a trainee teacher, achieving the best                    
grading. The following year he moved into Year 6, he has excelled and showed great aptitude when                 
leadership opportunities came his way. Last year he was awarded his first leadership responsibility and has                
taken it all in his stride. He has led on Teacher Training, English and the sporting teams under his care                    
have all excelled. He is an outstanding teacher and will develop into an exceptional leader in education.                 
We are excited for him with the opportunities that will open up for him. He is moving to Malaysia, Kuala                    
Lumpur and will excel.  
 
Alongside this Mrs Ali Cawthorn (Reception teacher) and Mrs Stacey Brown (Y4 Teacher Assistant) will               
start their maternity leave at the end of the year. We wish them well and know they will come to see us                      
soon. Next year, we are welcoming some new members of staff: Miss Chloe Cunningham and Philippa                
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Storey, who have been training to be teachers with us this year and a new face to our community Mr Gray                     
Haley.  
 
 
 
The following list indicates who your child’s teacher will be in September. 
 
Nursery A (Monday-Wednesday) Mrs McDermott 
Nursery B (Wednesday- Friday) Mrs James 
Reception Miss Cunningham and Mrs Backhurst 
 
Current class New class 
Rec AC moving to Y1RH Mr Hunter 
Rec MB moving to Y1VW Mrs Woodhouse 
Y1VB moving to Y2NF Miss Fawcett 
Y1RH moving to Y2PS Mrs Storey 
Y2JD moving to Y3DC Mrs Cockburn 
Y2NF moving to Y3KD Mrs Dow  
Y3DC moving to Y4CR Miss Rowe 
Y3BC moving to Y4SG Mrs Gatens 
Y4 CR moving to Y5GH Mr Haley 
Y4 KD moving to Y5BC Miss Carabine 
Y5 SG moving to Y6ER Miss Reddington 
Y5 VW moving to Y6JD Miss Doughty 
 
Mrs Balfour and Mrs Fenwick will provide additional teaching sessions in Y2 and Y6. Mrs Guy will be the                   
teacher in Y1VW every Monday and Y4CR on a Friday. Miss Clarke will be returning to us for two days                    
and will teach on a Thursday afternoon and Friday all in Y4SG. Over the coming weeks, we will arrange                   
some transition activities so your child spends some time with their new teacher.  
 
Uniform 
It’s that time of year when I remind you of the importance of adhering to the uniform policy. We                   
strongly believe that the way the children look in uniform is of vital importance. It is essential that                  
parents support the policy because it helps our school to stand out and makes our children feel proud. 
 
The uniform is as follows: 

● School logoed jumper, cardigan or tank top 
● School logoed polo shirt 
● Blue shirt and tie (preferred option for all KS2 classes) 
● Grey trousers, shorts or skirts 
● Black shoes (not trainers) 
● Summer dress - blue 

 
PE Kit: 

● Logoed PE shirt  
● Plain navy shorts (no logos) 

 
All uniform is available from JK Clothing in Jarrow. Children are not permitted to wear earrings or                 
studs and hair is not allowed to be shaved to a grade 1. This year we did explore the possibility of                     
using more than one supplier for uniform, the problem with this was that we would have children                 
wearing different shades of the uniform and we didn’t feel it would be as smart. We appreciate that St                   
Aloysius logoed clothing costs more and we are happy to support any family who requests financial                
assistance.   If you require this, financial assistance forms are available from the office. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The costs of the uniform at JK clothing are: 
 
Badged Polo Shirt £7.00 
Cardigan/Jumper (up to 13 years old) £15.00 
Small Cardigan/Jumper (over 13 years old) £17.00 
Tank Top £14.00 
PE Top £8.00 
PE Shorts £5.00 
Ties £5.00 
 
Please note all children from Rec - Y6 must wear black shoes, no trainers. 
 
School Lunches 
Please be advised that the cost of a school lunch for children in Year 3 - Year 6 will increase from                     
£2.10 to £2.20 in September (£11.00 per week). (There is no charge for children in Reception, Year                 
1 and Year 2).  
 
Childcare Clubs 
Reminder that we offer childcare from 7.45 - 9.00 am and 3.15 - 6.00 pm every day of the term.                    
Please contact the office if you are interested. 
 
Reading Book and Sports Kit Amnesty 
As we approach the end of term we would like to call an amnesty! If you have any reading books or sports                      
kit belonging to school, even if you have had them for a few months, please return them so that we can                     
restock. 
 
And finally, on the final day the children are welcome to attend school in their summer clothes: shorts,                  
t-shirts, summer dresses -  it's own clothes day to get us in the spirit of summer.  
 
Please check the regularly updated school calendar for all of the lovely end of year events.  
 
Thank you for your continued support in every aspect of school life. Continue to enjoy this special time in                   
your child’s life.  We love working with your children! 
 
 
Nick Conway 
 
 
 


