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  8 February 2019 
Dear Parents 

We have had a fantastic few weeks in school including: a visit from the Fire Engine,                
really well attended Parental Workshops for Y6, Y2 and Reception as as well a wedding               
ceremony in Nursery! We had Ofsted in our Infant School, it went really well and our Junior                 
School have been evaluated as one of the highest performing schools in the North East. Our                
Ofsted Report will be available to read by mid March.  We’ve also had a bit of snow too! 
 
Mental Health  
This week is children’s mental health week. In school we work hard to support our children in                 
many different ways and we are aware the importance mental health can have on a child’s                
well being, academic performance and most importantly the way they feel about themselves.             
We regularly talk to the children about the importance of looking after themselves.  

● In Children’s Mental Health Week we’re taking steps to be Healthy: Inside and Out.  
● When we think about healthy living, we tend to focus on looking after our bodies – our                 

physical wellbeing – through food, being active and getting enough sleep. 
● However, in order to be healthy overall, it’s important that we look after our minds –                

our mental wellbeing – too. 
● Our bodies and minds are actually very closely linked, so things that we do to improve                

our physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well. When we take steps to               
be Healthy: Inside and Out, it helps us to feel better in ourselves, focus on what we                 
want to do and deal with difficult times. 

We are really proud of the listening side to our school, we have a range of services which we                   
offer to children throughout our school. We have trained mentors who support our children on               
a short term basis with issues like settling into a new class and friendship aspects. Alongside                
this, we offer a group ‘Rainbows’ session for groups of children who have experienced loss in                
their lives, finally we have a trained counsellor who works with children on a one on one                 
basis. Supportive listening time allows our children to be heard. Our trained staff help our               
children to analyse and reflect on situations, develop coping strategies, set realistic and             
challenging goals, develop emotional resilience and develop life skills. If you would like to talk               
about any of our listening services please speak to your child’s class teacher or Mrs Godfrey. 
 
Labels, please!  
We have a number of pupils with new coats, hats and scarves etc. and it is good to see that                    
they are well prepared for whatever the remainder of the winter brings us. As always at this                 
time, I do ask that the children’s names are clearly marked in all items of clothing, new and                  
old. It is so much easier to repatriate items of clothing that are clearly marked with the child’s                  
name. 
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Working in partnership 
Your child's time with us at St Aloysius is a partnership. Conversations at the door or on the                  
playground; discussions at parents' evening or through the way we share information with             
you about what has been happening around school. We appreciate that homework can be a               
challenge! I've battled enough with my own children, particularly when they're too tired to              
complete homework. We recognise that sometimes it appears that things have changed            
dramatically since we were all at school. This is why it’s important we involve you as much as                  
we can and keep you up to date about our approaches to classroom teaching. We are                
running Maths Cafes this term please make a note of the dates, they really are               
worthwhile. They are an opportunity to see your child in class, in a live lesson.  
 
Uniform Reminder  
Our children regularly look amazing in their school uniform. Virtually every child wears the full               
uniform each day. This helps to make our school look fabulous when we get together as a                 
community or we go out anywhere. Black school shoes must be worn, no trainers. Please               
also make sure that your child has their PE Kit on the correct day (school PE kit; navy blue                   
shorts). As well as this, please avoid allowing your child to have hair cuts which we would                 
class as extreme. This means, nothing too short or having lines cut into the hair. Alongside                
this, our uniform policy does not allow our children to wear earrings. Thank you for all your                 
support, it does help us to be wonderful ambassadors for St Aloysius school. We are happy                
to support any parent who requests financial assistance with the cost of school uniform. 
 
Attendance 
Overall school attendance was 96.4% (Infant School), 96.3% (Junior School). Our target is             
97% - well done everyone! From January 2019, the Local Authority will issue a penalty               
notice to any parent who takes term time holiday. The cost of this penalty charge will be £120                  
per child per parent. Whilst we do understand that holidays are typically much cheaper during               
term time and I am sympathetic to this, the impact upon children’s education is large. 
 
As I have explained previously, two weeks term time holiday results in sixty hours of lost                
learning. A child who is persistently absent misses on average one day every two weeks,               
this means out of a possible 190 school days, children with 90% attendance attend 171 days                
at school. They miss 114 hours of learning. We are now focusing on those children who we                 
consider at risk of becoming persistently absent. We are reviewing every child’s attendance             
of 93% and lower.  

● A child whose attendance is 96%+ has the most chance of success in primary school               
and beyond this in secondary school, sixth form and university or work. 

● A child with attendance less than 96% (10 school days) is starting to become              
concerning, statistically they will not achieve as well at school, will not get into good               
work patterns, they will find it hard to maintain friendships and miss vital learning.  

● A child with an attendance less than 90% will have missed 19 school days in an                
academic year, they have attendance 170 days (out of 190) and they have a low               
chance of success at school. They will find relationships hard and when they do              
return to school they will find it hard to return.  

A child whose attendance is less than 85% have missed 27 school days, which amounts to                
half a term of school missed every year. This is not fair on the child. Over the primary school                   
years the child will have missed over one year at school. This is putting the child at a serious                   
risk of academic failure. 
 



We have children in every category. Most children have attendance rates of over 96% but               
we have children who are in the 90-95% (concerning category); the 89-85% category (low              
chance of school success) and the less than 85% category (at serious risk of school failure).                
It is for this reason that we have tightened up our attendance procedures and are challenging                
parents more this year than previously. School matters so much to future life success, we               
want your children to enjoy a successful life beyond St Aloysius and to do this we ask you to                   
ensure your child attends each day.  
 
Safer Internet Day 
This week the children will take part in Safer Internet Day activities. The theme will be our                 
Internet, Our Choice: Understanding Consent in a Digital World. This year in the UK, Safer               
Internet Day will focus on how consent works in an online context and will ask young people                 
to explore how they ask, give, and receive consent online. This could be in their friendships                
or relationships, how they take and share images and videos, or how they manage their               
privacy and data. 
 
I regularly ask you to be vigilant with your children in their online world. Many of our young                  
children have internet enabled devices which they use at home. Whilst the internet is a               
brilliant resource and we would find it hard to be without, it also has some significant risks. In                  
our Maths workshops which all classes are having this term, there will be a short internet                
safety information presentation which we will share with you. The main messages are: 

● The average 9 year old child posts 26 times a day on social media but only 6 out of 
10 followers are real friends. 

● 48% of parents believe their children know more about the Internet than they do. 
● Young children tormented by online trolls has increased by 88% in 5 years. 
● 78% of children from infancy have a tablet. 
● 41% of Primary School children have communicated with people they don’t know. 
● 1 in 4 children have received something upsetting/hate messages online. 

A very good online resources for adults is ... 
www.bbc.com/ownit - how to stay safe and use the Internet in a positive way for children. 
 
Our info 
Don’t forget to check out our school website, recent additions include curriculum information,             
safeguarding links about keeping your child safe and some external evaluations of our             
school. 
 
Remember we are open until Friday 15th February at 3.20pm, following this we have              
half term. Thank you for all you do to make our school really successful.  
 
Yours sincerely 
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