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Welcome to the Year 4 English 
Cafe

Thank you for coming!

- This is an opportunity to experience how we teach English in 
Year 4, an undoubtedly HUGE and COMPLEX area of the 
curriculum.

- Today, we will break down the different curriculum areas, 
explain how we teach each area and offer you the chance to 
work with your children during some English related 
activities.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to ask! 



Story Game: with your partner, try to tell a 
story by only using one word at a time. 
Ensure one of you says full stop so you know 
when to end the sentence!

Setting Character (s) Object

beach witch ear-ring

abandoned Scrapyard soldier watch

jungle hairdresser golden egg

shipwreck Builder xbox controller 

iceberg chicken magic wand

alleyway spider 12 metres of carpet

village little boy cloak



KS2 English

KS2 English

Reading

WritingSpelling

Grammar Punctuation

Vocabulary

▶ Outstanding English in Year 4 demonstrates a combination of all of the above. 

▶ Without one, the others can be heavily affected. 

▶ For example, research suggests that those who read regularly outside of 
school are better writers because they have better vocabulary and spelling 
knowledge. Reading is therefore HUGELY important. 



How will your child be assessed in 
English?

▶ At the end of KS2, all year 6 children must sit a nationalised reading 
comprehension and GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling) test. They 
will either pass or fail this test- no more levels!

▶ Children in years 3, 4 and 5 sit termly practice tests to evaluate progress. 
That way, we know exactly what your child needs by the time they reach 
Year 6.

▶ Writing is assessed differently depending on the school. Instead of a 
‘writing test’, children must show they can achieve the national 
curriculum objectives over the course of the year, via different pieces of 
writing. 

▶ The government checks this in year 6 through writing moderation visits. 



Reading Comprehension
▶ Reading is undoubtedly one of 

the keys to success in Year 4 
English. Research states that 
those who read often and widely 
increase their vocabulary, 
spelling ability and structural 
awareness, making them better 
writers.

▶ Reading is to English what times 
tables are to maths! It is vital 
your child reads regularly (5 
times a week) in order to 
improve their English 
capabilities. 



Reading Assessment

Word Reading Comprehension
- Decode most words 

with ease.
- Decode new words 

using reading 
knowledge.

- Read with ‘fluency’ 
and ‘expression’.

- Work out the meaning of 
new words using the text.

- Make inferences using the 
text for evidence.

- Make logical predictions.
- Summarise parts of a text.
- Comment on the author's 

use of language and the 
effect it has on the reader.



Comprehension Activity: Book Talk
Ambitious vocabulary 

in the sentence
What could the word 

mean in context? 
What is its dictionary 

definition?

They looked like giants herding 
the small letters haphazardly 

across the page. 

He was still standing staring at 
himself in the mirror, quite 

baffled. 

And she swept out leaving him 
standing in dismay at the 

mirror. 

Mean Malcolm just sprawled 
against the railing. 



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
(GPS)

This is one of the more difficult areas due to the new levels of grammar and 
punctuation expected by the end of KS2. Many of these are NEW and COMPLICATED 
terms that none of us were taught in school! 

How do we teach Grammar and Punctuation?

▶ It is important to introduce the concept/rule first. The children need to know 
how it works before applying to anything else.

▶ We often base the objective on a story (or section of a story) the children 
enjoy. 

▶ Or we base the objective on an image; one of the best ways to gain interest 
and focus learning.

▶ Ultimately, the children will sit a GPS test at the end of the year, meaning they 
will be given lots of practice answering exam style questions.



Spelling

▶ In Year 4, it is hoped that children are confident with the majority of the 
spelling rules introduced in Year 3 to produce high quality written work. 
There are no new spellings introduced in year 4.

▶ The spellings your child does each week are taken from the national 
curriculum. It is important that your child understands the meaning of 
their spellings, so as to be able to apply them in practice. 

▶ However, we are aware that many children struggle with applying 
spellings in normal situations (e.g. in their work, when not being tested)

▶ These children are quickly identified and are given opportunities for out 
of class intervention to recap rules. 



What can you do?

▶ Support your child with their weekly spellings. What rules do 
they test? How can this look in a sentence? 

▶ PRACTISE! PRACTISE! PRACTISE!

▶ When reading, make a list of new vocabulary the child might 
not be aware of. What spelling rules do these fit into?

▶ Never assume a child understands the meaning of a word!

▶ http://spellingframe.co.uk/ 

http://spellingframe.co.uk/


Sentence break down!





Sentence Decomposition: find all the word 
classifications from the following sentence!

Danny gazed longingly at the two 
delicious ice creams through the 
window and wondered.

Nouns

Verb

Adverb
Adjective

Article

Preposition

Determiner

Connective



Resources

Whilst we would not suggest doing lots of Grammar and 
Punctuation activities at home, if you would like to do 
some homework yourself these are some useful 
resources:

▶ Carol Vorderman Grammar Book
▶ Glossary of Key Terms (online on DfE website)
▶ www.theschoolrun.com website for teachers and 

parents, lots of helpful explanations/examples

http://www.theschoolrun.com/


Writing at St Aloysius: Talk for 
Writing

▶ We have recently adopted an English strategy called Talk for Writing, 
through the Primary Writing Project. 

▶ This is a method of teaching English, from the instruction of Pie 
Corbett, which puts reading and strong model texts at the centre. 

▶ It focuses on the concept of the 3 I’s: imitate, innovate and 
independent application.



Story Mapping
The children begin by story mapping and performing parts of a model text, in order 
to understand the text and exciting/difficult vocabulary. It also gives them a 
framework on which to build their own independent writing. For example:



Performing the Model Text



The Three I’s

Imitate: the children learn the model text, analyse the features 
of the genre/style they are writing in and practice writing 
activities to improve their overall ability. 

Innovate: children work closely with the class teacher (e.g. 
shared writing, where we write and improve together) in order 
to practice extended bits of writing. 

Independent Application: the children use the model in order 
to produce their own ‘independent’ piece of writing. 





English Carousel of Activities

▶ On different tables there are some activities setup 
testing some of your child’s english skills. 

▶ Feel free to move around the tables and work with 
your children to complete some of them. 

▶ Think about what English skills children are using 
and how they can support the things we have 
talked about this morning. 



Thank you for coming! We hope 
you enjoyed the session!

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to get in touch with 
Miss Rowe or Miss Reddington.

Take away messages of the day:

● Read, read, read! Regular home reading is vitally important to 
improve children’s literacy skills.

● When reading, make a list of new vocabulary your child might not 
be aware of and make sure they understand it.

● Practise spellings - children need to use spellings in context and 
don't assume children know the meaning of a spelling. 


