
Our English 
Curriculum

Striving for Excellence, Inspired by Gospel Values



In September 2017 we began on The Primary Writing Project which is designed to help implement 
Talk for Writing at a whole-school level by providing support and training over a sustained period of 
time. 

It is a long term investment to improve standards in reading and writing from Nursery to Year Six. 

The project is based on the idea of deepening language understanding. Its aim is to motivate 
children and teachers as readers and writers, deepening understanding and refining skills so that 
children make accelerated progress and standards are raised. Children will gain confidence and 
pleasure as a reader and writer. It is grounded in the process of shared writing with a systematic 
focus on securing the basics of handwriting, phonics, spelling and grammar in relation to what 
children need to make progress in the text type being taught. It is also founded on the principle that 
children should read and be read to often, both at school and at home.

The teaching sequence includes three clear stages: 

Imitation, Innovation and Independent Application.

   English Curriculum: Primary Writing Project



Year 
One

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Fiction
Non - 

Fiction Fiction
Non - 

Fiction Fiction
Non - 

Fiction Fiction
Non - 

Fiction Fiction
Non - 

Fiction Fiction
Non - 

Fiction

Genre A Journey 
Story

Instructions Rags to 
Riches

Discussion
 Character 
analysis

Letter 
Writing/fea

tures of 
letters

Overcoming 
Disaster

Persuasion Tale of Fear Information/
advisory

Finding 
Tale

Information

Text Gingerbre
ad Man

How to 
bake a 

Gingerbread 
Man

Smartest 
Giant in 
Town

Should we 
help others?

A Day at the 
Animal Post 

Office

The Jolly 
Postman

The Magic 
Porridge Pot

Adverts for 
a magic 
porridge 

pot

Plunge into 
Pirate Pool

Water 
Safety

The Singing 
Mermaid

Circus 
Promotion

Focus Speech Character 
Description

Emotions
Settings

Creating 
suspense

Settings

Poetry Poetry Poetry Poetry Poetry Poetry

Autumn Walk Friendship Transport poetry Senses Pirate Poems Sea Shanty

Year One Reading Spine: During the year the following stories will be shared and enjoyed as a class (Children will know these stories well on leaving the year group.)

Peace At 
Last

The 
Elephant 

and the Bad 
Baby

Cops and 
Robbers

On the 
Way Home

Spotlight 
on An 

Author:

(to be 
completed 

during World 
Book Day 

Week)

Can’t You 
Sleep 

Little Bear

Lost and 
Found

Dogger Beegu

The Tiger 
Who Came 

to Tea

Knuffle 
Bunny

Farmer 
Duck

Where the 
Wild 

Things Are



A typical Talk 4 Writing unit begins with an exciting hook into 
learning and some engaging activities to help children internalise the 
pattern of the language required and to get to know the text type really 
well. This includes:

Stage One: Imitation

● Oral retelling supported visually by a story map. This is accompanied by physical 
movements or actions to help the children recall the story or non-fiction piece. 

Once they have internalised the language of the text, they are in a position to read the text and 
start to think about the key ingredients that help to make it work. This stage includes: 

● A range of reading as-a-reader and as-a-writer activities which help the children to pull the 
text apart and explore the content and structure. 

The class starts to co-construct a toolkit for this type of text so that they can talk about the 
ingredients themselves – a key stage in internalising the toolkit in their heads.



Children begin to explore their own ideas while sharing with the teacher; they are  ready to start 
innovating on the pattern of the text learned. 

Shared writing is key to the success of this stage and children increasingly feel confident to 
move away slightly from the teacher and write their own. This allows the teacher to identify 
specific areas for learning and give the children the opportunity to explore different skills before 
they are expected to do it independently. 

The teacher will also explore and demonstrate how to use ambitious vocabulary and sentence 
structures.

Stage Two: Innovation

Stage Three: Independent Application

During this final stage the teacher will assess what the children can do and adapt their planning in 
light of this. 



What it looks like in Year One...



Imitation
Story Maps Diary entries



Innovation

‘Box it up’



Year One 
Writing



An example of work

Adjectives

   Sentence Starters

Adjectives

      Connectives

    Common exception 
words



Reading Curriculum

Dec g

The expectations of the national curriculum put demands both on fluency with ‘word level 
reading’ but also with ‘language comprehension’. Both must be allocated equal weighting within 
our home/school reading curriculum overall.

                            The Simple View of Reading...

Lan e 
Com h i n

Suc s  Re d  = Re d  For i g

Author Visits..

Book Fair...

Reading Reward Scheme...

Reading in Year One

● Reading Comprehension
● Individual Reading
● Story Time (Reading Spine) Promoting reading for 

pleasure...



Year One - Reading



Phonics Screening

What is the Y1 Phonics screening check?

The Phonics Screening Check is meant to show how well your child can use the phonics skills they’ve learned up to the end of Year 1, and to 
identify students who need extra phonics help. The Department for Education defines the checks as “short, light-touch assessments” that take 
about four to nine minutes to complete.

What’s on it?

The checks consist of 40 words and non-words that your child will be asked to read one-on-one with a teacher. Non-words (or nonsense 
words, or pseudo words) are a collection of letters that will follow phonics rules your child has been taught, but don’t mean anything – your 
child will need to read these with the correct sounds to show that they understand the phonics rules behind them.

The 40 words and non-words are divided into two sections – one with simple word structures of three or four letters, and one with more 
complex word structures of five or six letters. The teacher administering the check with your child will give them a few practice words to read 
first – including some non-words – so they understand more about what they have to do. Each of the non-words is presented with a picture of 
a monster / alien, as if the word were their name (and so your child doesn't think the word is a mistake because it doesn't make sense!).

You can download the Department for Education's official Year 1 
Phonics screening check past paper from 2012, 2013, 2014, 
2015, 2016 and 2017 to get an idea of what your child will be 
asked to do.

When does the Y1 Phonics screening check take place in 2018?Schools will 
administer the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check the week beginning 11 June 2018.

Does my child have to take it?

Yes – all students in Year 1 in England must take the Screening Check.

http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2012
http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2012
http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2013
http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2014
http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2015
http://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2016
https://www.theschoolrun.com/year-1-phonics-screening-check-2017


What will my child’s score mean?

Your child will be scored against a national standard, and the main result will be whether or not they fall below, within or above this 
standard.

In 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016 and 2017 the "pass threshold" was 32, which means children had to read at least 32 words out of 40 correctly. 
The threshold mark is communicated to schools at the end of June, after the test has been taken, so that teachers can mark the Check.

You will be told how your child did, but schools’ results will not be published. If your child’s score falls below the standard, they will be given 
extra phonics help and can re-take the Phonics screening check in Year 2.

How can I help my child prepare?

You can help your child prepare for their Phonics Screening Check by going over the phonics they’ve learned in Reception and Year 1. Read 
new books and stories with them where they will be introduced to new words that they’ll have to sound out.


