
 

Evaluation:  

Addressing this action point, it became clear that the improvement in boys’ reading and writing must be viewed as a whole school priority rather than as a 

class by class focus. We therefore looked to identify what was having the most impact on the learning and attainment of our pupils in reading and writing and 

sought to build upon those practices which were considered the most successful at engaging our boys.  

Classroom teaching and the approach staff took to the teaching and learning across the curriculum was considered to be particularly influential when it comes 

to raising boys’ attainment in reading and writing. Within this, are a number of underlying key principles, including:  

 Quality of teaching, adopting a multi-sensory approach and including the use of ICT, where appropriate. 

 Classroom culture: enabling boys to take pride in writing well, where they see their efforts are valued and celebrated. 

 Emphasis on disciplined environment with clear routines and expectations. 

 Teacher knowledge about how to present content in ways which engage and hook boys into their learning.  

 Planned use of speaking and listening as well as planned time to ‘think’. 

 Pace of learning, incorporating movement and activity. 

 Practical nature of the task, allowing boys to ‘do’ and be active participants in their own learning.  

 Effective assessment and prompt feedback indicating clearly what has been done well and what to do next. 

 

 

  

Action: Improving outcomes in reading and writing, especially for boys 

Communication skills 
Reflective thinking 
Collaborative working 
People skills 
Attention to detail 
Linear process skills 
Risk averse  
Overly detailed  
Speculative thinking 
 

Confidence 

Risk taking 

Problem solving 

Speculative thinking 

Linear process skills 

Communication skills 

Reflection skills 

Attention to detail 

Reading and writing 

Why might the curriculum suit girls better?  

 Language based 

 Linear thinking  

 People focused  

 Reflective thinking 
 

vs 

Gender Gap isn’t anything new but we are 

 committed to doing something about it and not accepting of it. 

 



 

  

Teacher 

The Children 

The holidays 

Foot Down Off 

We Go… 

How quickly do children put their lights out? 

 

The longer we keep children inactive the harder 

they will find engagement.  

Lost engagement leads to lost learning. 

Lessons that leave lights on, involve challenge and 



 

 

 

  

Reading Volunteers  

Oliver Jeffers 

Reading forms an essential part of teaching and learning across the curriculum. 

Increasingly, quality texts are used to hook children into their learning and have 

quickly become the stimulus for the rich and engaging learning opportunities we 

provide i.e ‘Mad about Minibeasts’ and other relevant literature (Rec: A Bugs 

Life), ‘How to be a Knight’ (Y2: Aim and Attack), The Diary of Anne Frank (Y6: 

Children in British History) 

The teaching of reading at St Aloysius is explicit and teachers strive to ensure 

that the process of reading through to writing is clearly outlined. This is 

evidenced in the planned sequence of learning from Early Years to Year 6. 

While the central purpose of reading is to gain meaning from the print, children 

also need to be encouraged to develop a curiosity about words and a confidence 

to take risks with language. We establish a language rich environment 

throughout the school, where children are hearing literature that is: 

 
 Modelled: Children being read to is 

essential. This allows the teacher to read by 

‘thinking aloud’ and the learner to observe 

the process. 

 Shared: Reading, questioning, commenting, 

predicting together. 

 Guided: Comprehension - a shift from the 

focus on testing it to teaching it.  

 

A Home/School reading system is well established beginning with the essential role 

of wordless books in Nursery and progressing through the Oxford Reading Tree 

scheme. The children continue on the schemed book bands, until they show a 

readiness to become confident and expressive free readers in upper KS2. The scheme 

has been added to regularly and recent updates include the Project X texts, designed 

to appeal particularly to boys. 

Our reward system works well to promote regular reading at home.  

We currently have 11 reader 

volunteers across the 

Federation. Readers commit to 

one afternoon session each 

week and allow us to provide 

additional weekly reading 

opportunities for 80 of our 

children.  

World Book Day 2017… 



‘Read as 

Writers and 

Write as 

Readers’ 



  

Bear Hunt 
Actions  
Sequencing  
Role play through 

obstacles 
Story map 
Play dough 
Flow map 
Feature cut up- 

non fiction  
Instructions  hot 

chocolate jigsaw 
 

Boxing up 

method 

Story  Maps 

and Flow 

Maps 

Role Play and 

Small World Play 

Retell with 

objects 



 

  

Play vocabulary and word 

games. 
Use role play such as 

‘entering the cave’, 

walking through the 

woods’ 
Complete a ‘Never Heard 

the Word’ grid 
Group discussions 
6x6 grid 
Thinking Mats 
Circle maps 
Character Characteristics 

Never Heard the Word Grid 

6x6 grid 

Crafty thinking 

Feel it, see it, 

smell it, hear it, 

write it! 

Enter into... 

Thinking maps 



 

 

Writing forms an integral part of our curriculum. Children write regularly and for a range of purposes. 

They do so with eagerness and enjoyment because of the heightened focus we have attributed to 

writing across the curriculum and the opportunities we provide for writing from a very early age. 

Children are exposed to writing in a scaffolded and supported way initially, providing them with the 

skills and confidence to apply their knowledge to write with increased independence.  

The way we present our curriculum is paramount to the subsequent engagement of our pupils, 

particularly the engagement of our boys. Increasingly staff in all Key Stages are planning far more 

creative opportunities to get children, especially boys, writing. 

It is a delight to observe our children at work and the enjoyment they have for reading and writing as 

their learning is… 

…taken outdoors 

…given a real purpose 

…demanding of 

pratical involvement 

Next Steps 

 Primary Writing Project 

 Visible Learning Focus 

 Library Space Development  


