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2017 

What’s been 

happening? 

Evaluation and Monitoring in 

Early Years 
 
This term, regular monitoring of teaching and 

the EYFS evidence base has shown, 

provision remains outstanding. 

 

Recent lesson observations showed: 

outstanding relationships between adults and 

pupils, excellent targeted support for the 

disadvantaged, vibrant and supportive 

learning environments as well as a very 

systematic evidence base (assessments, work 

books and Learning Journals). All lessons were 

evaluated as outstanding. 

 

Children continue to make exceptional 

progress in the early years. Whilst the vast 

majority will enter with skills and knowledge 

considerably below what is expected for 

their age, we are projecting that three 

quarters of them will leave Reception at 

age-related expectations with a 

significant minority exceeding age 

expectations. 

Current initiatives are having an impact on 

the children’s achievement. Building 

relationships with parents to support pupil 

progress, enhancing the learning 

environments indoor and outdoor and 

implementing more targeted interventions 

means that pupils are being given more 

opportunities to succeed.  

Boys still begin their learning journey with 

significantly fewer skills than girls, this gap is 

closing as a result of our engaging 

curriculum alongside personalised 

interventions by highly skilled staff and 

excellent parental links. 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional government funding for 

disadvantaged pupils is targeted well to ensure 

they make good progress. Although 

attainment is lower for Pupil Premium children 

than others, progress is first rate and provision is 

closely matched to need. 

 
  

  

 

 

Areas for development in Early Years include 

continue to target those children who are not 

going to attain age expectations to maximise 

their progress. 

 

 

 

  

Early  
Years 
What does the data tell us? 
 

Year on year more and more children are 

achieving a Good Level of Development with 

performance of disadvantaged children, 

although still below non-disadvantaged 

improving on last year. There is a clear gender 

gap with girls outperforming boys, we are 

aware of this and have implemented targeted 

interventions In order to help these children 

catch up. The use of spaces such as the Secret 

Garden and the workshop are used to develop 

the fine motor skills of boys in particular who 

require support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boys come into Nursery significantly lower than 

girls in the prime areas so this was our initial 

priority. A lot of targeted work has gone into 

developing the children in these prime areas 

before developing them in the specific areas of 

learning. Through developing our relationships 

with parents and the use of our excellent 

outdoor spaces we are very focused on closing 

the gap, ensuring children are leaving the Early 

Years fully equipped and ready for KS1.  
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The Spring Spectacle! 

Our spring fundraiser was another great success 

and provided an excellent opportunity to 

strengthen bonds with our parents. Over 150 

people attended. The parents helped their 

children with various planting activities, a mini 

beast hunt, and Easter egg hunt and also got a 

chance to talk to other parents and staff whilst 

enjoying a hot dog and a hot chocolate 

around the fire. The feedback we received was 

extremely positive and we hope to have 

another get together in the summer, perhaps 

featuring some music from our fabulous choir.  

    

 

 

     

 
 

  

Maths Cafes 

Our two Maths cafes at the start of term proved 

even more popular than the Phonics 

workshops. Parents responded saying that they 

loved seeing how their children are taught and 

took lots of ideas home with them to provide 

support at home. We have already seen the 

impact particularly in the number recognition 

of our children after giving out games and 

resources. We hope to do the cafes in the 

Autumn next academic year to further 

strengthen the children’s understanding of 

number.  

 ”Thank you for giving me the opportunity 

to see how my child is taught at school, I 

have got loads of ideas of how I can help 

him at school” 

“ I am more aware of how doing little 

things in the house can help with their 

understanding of numbers” 
 
 

  

 

 

 

  

South Tyneside Early 
Years Network 
Meeting 

On 9TH February we hosted the first Early 

Years network meeting to be held within a 

school setting. Over 50 practitioners from 

schools, nurseries and private settings came 

together to have a look around and to hear 

more information about the 30 hours 

government funding.  It provided a great 

opportunity to strengthen staff bonds and 

the whole team worked extremely hard to 

make it the success it proved to be. We 

took the visitors on a tour around the Secret 

Garden and then into each classroom, we 

left our Literacy and Numeracy books out 

alongside the Learning Journeys so that 

people could see the kind of things we do 

here at St Aloysius. Enid Fairbrother and Pat   

were very impressed with the way the team 

had worked together to accommodate the 

event and we received some wonderful 

feedback with regards to the evening.   

 

Enid commented… 

   
‘To Julie and the EY Team, Thank you so 

much for hosting the EY network meeting. 

It is evident that you have all worked 

really well together to develop the indoor 

and outdoor environments. The ‘Secret 

Garden’ was fabulous – loved all the 

dens! Everyone was interested and very 

complimentary about your presentation – 

the plans are great – developments will 

offer such a wide range of learning 

opportunities for the children. Good also 

to see partnership with older children! 

Well done to you and the team!’ 
 

 


