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    EARLY YEARS VISION    

The Early Years team and myself are 
passionate about inspiring children from 
the very start of their journey with us at St 
Aloysius. We believe in providing them 
with a wide range of exciting opportunities 
and experiences through a curriculum 
which encompasses the best of both the 
indoor and outdoor space.  Our aim is to 
ignite their appetite for learning, and 
provide them with the core characteristics 
required to become independent, 
confident, hardworking and creative 
individuals. 

How do we do this? 

All members of the team are aware that for our 
children to achieve their full potential they 
must be first and foremost happy and 
comfortable in their environment, this is 
achieved through the strong relationships built 
between staff and pupils in these early stages.   

In order to help our children thrive we teach 
our curriculum through creative, fun and 
exciting ‘hands-on’ experiences taught in 
supportive and challenging yet inviting 
environments. We use open ended resources 
so as not to constrict their imaginations, 
creativeness and originality. We are all aware 
of the importance of making these first  

learning experiences purposeful which 
hopefully translates to higher levels of 
motivation in the children.  

Our priorities  

This year is going to be even better than the 
last! We have got lots of plans in place to 
further develop our outdoor environment. The 
success of the development of the Secret 
Garden last year which has given the children 
countless brilliant learning opportunities not 
afforded to other schools has spurred us on to 
develop ‘The Discovery Village’, the area 
directly outside of the Nursery and Reception 
classrooms. This area will have a different 
focus to the Secret Garden, providing a wider 
net of exciting experiences in which the 
children can learn. 

We plan on making our relationships with 
parents and families even stronger through the 
setting up of learning workshops and various 
events over the year which invite them to 
come into the class/school to share learning 
experiences with their children and give 
opportunities to build relationships with staff. 

 

 

Our aim is for the most of children in 
the cohort to achieve a Good Level of 
Development with a significant 
minority exceeding the age expected  
standard. We will strive    to      ensure                
 that any children classed as  
disadvantaged    close     the    gap    in           

                    attainment  as   quickly    as    possible    
                    to   ensure   they  thrive  in   the  Early 
                    Years  and  beyond. 

 

Nurturing creative and independent learners 

with a ‘can do’ attitude! 
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   What does it tell us? 

 
Our baseline data continues to confirm that 
the majority of children come into Nursery 
below or well below typical age expectations, 
especially in the specific areas of learning 
(Literacy, Maths, Understanding of the 
World and Expressive Arts and Design). 
Despite a low baseline, once the children are 
in Nursery and given our determination to 
ensure children’s learning experiences are 
rich and exciting, most children catch up 
quickly. By the end of the Autumn Term 
most are working within 30-50month.  

Boys begin their learning journey with 
significantly fewer skills than girls, this gap 
closes and as the children progress through 
the school there is little difference between 
the progress made by boys and girls.  
 
Additional government funding for 
disadvantaged pupils is spent judiciously. 
Over the last three years, the gap has 
narrowed quickly. Although attainment is 
lower for Pupil Premium children than 
others, progress is first rate and provision is 
closely matched to need.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 

Teachers use Development Matters to plan a 
range of activities aimed at initially assessing 
each child on their entry into Nursery and 
Reception.  

Nursery staff complete home visits to gain 
extra information about the children whilst 
Reception staff send booklets home during 

the starter meetings for parents to write 
about what their child is confident doing at 
home, likes/dislikes etc.… We also receive 
reports from previous nurseries which 
inform our baseline assessments.   

These assessments are placed at the front of 

each child’s Learning Journey.  

  

  

HOW IS THE BASELINE COMPLETED? 

The baseline is completed over the first 
half term in which the children are at 
school. 

  The Baseline 

 The Discovery Village 
 

We are adding some new ‘areas’ to the everyday outdoor provision for both 
Nursery and Reception.  The children access this space on a daily basis so it is 
important that this space provides lots of opportunities for them to develop their 
independent learning skills. The areas have been carefully thought out to 
promote all areas of the EYFS curriculum:  investigative and problem solving 
skills, an understanding of the world, mark making/writing, communication, 
physical development, imagination, maths and countless more.  

We have enlisted the help of community members to help us transform The 
Discovery Village, and have many people involved including parents, the PTFA, 
Smile for Life and volunteers from the Yorkshire Bank. 
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PARENTAL 
INVOLVEMENT 
Building relationships with 
families and supporting our 
parents to support their 
children at home. 

We have been working hard to give parents more 
opportunities to become involved with school life.  
Providing informal meeting opportunities where 
they can talk to staff as well other parents 
through event such as our  

Bonfire Night Extravaganza 

and 

Christmas Bonanza 

 

Through these events we hope to give parents a 
chance to see the kinds of things we do in places 
like the Secret Garden and also help us to raise 
funds to enable us to keep developing our 
learning environments, filling them with fun and 
hands on resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

Phonics Workshops 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Phonics workshops proved to be a huge 
success with over half of the Reception 
parents signing up. They came in to watch a 
lesson, where we talked about the 
techniques we use to teach the children new 
sounds and how to use them when reading 
and writing. The children then acted as 
teachers and talked to their parents about 
the games we play at school which support 
their learning. 

We received some fantastic feedback about 
the sessions and have already put plans in 
place to host some workshops based around 
the teaching of Maths in Early Years. 

 

“I loved getting the chance to see 
how Joseph learns…I am going to 
buy a tray of glitter for him to 
practice his letters at home!” 

“This was so useful, I have lots 
of ideas for making reading 
fun at home now…” 

“A really useful session, I would 

love to come and see how maths 

is taught so we can do more at 

home” 

We also used this opportunity to let the 
parents see the children’s Learning Journeys, 
Literacy and Numeracy books.  
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YEAR 6 
BUDDIES  

 
 

In order to help the Reception children 
adjust to the school and feel more 
confident when going over to the Junior 
School for their dinner we have buddied 
them up with Year 6 children. This was a 
huge success last year and is already 
proving to be another hit! It has been a 
brilliant way of building relationships 
between both staff and students and has 
proved another excellent way of 
bringing both school communities 
together.  

In the week before half term all four 
classes took part in 2 beautiful liturgies 
for both Reception and Year 6 parents.  

 

 

 

 

Parents have commented on how much 
the Reception children love seeing their 
new friends and vice versa!  

We are thinking about starting up a 
similar system with the Reception and 
Nursery children to build further links 
over the Early Years department and 
make the transition from Nursery to 
Reception even stronger. 
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