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Christopher Pickering Foundation Stage 
Policy for Teaching and Learning 

 
Christopher Pickering Foundation Stage aims to promote the 5 outcomes 
of Every Child Matters Agenda. 
 

 Enjoy and Achieve 

 Make a Positive Contribution 

 Be Healthy 
 
Christopher Pickering Foundation Stage aims to: 
 
Develop to the full, each child’s potential as an active learner.  
Be a learning community that supports and reflects the locality, which it 
serves.  
Build effective working relationships with other services giving the 
opportunity for families, staff and the wider community services to develop 
their potential through active learning, participation and partnership. 
Provide a well planned and stimulating learning environment both indoors 
and outdoors across the foundation units. 
 
The school endorses the following principles – 
 
1. When adults and children: - 
Feel at ease,  
Act spontaneously, 
Are open to the world, 
Express inner peace, 
Have vitality and self-confidence, 
Enjoy life, 
 
Their well-being is ensured and they are able to learn. 
 
2. When children and adults are: -  
Concentrated and focused, 
Interested, involved, motivated and fascinated, 
Mentally active, 
Fully experiencing concepts,  
Satisfying their drive to explore, 
Operating at their limits of capabilities, 
 

     Deep level learning can take place. 
 
 
 

How We Achieve Our Aims 
 

Effective learning in the Foundation Stage requires us to:  -  

 Provide high quality education and care,  



 Ensure all the children and their family feel included, secure and 
valued. 

 Respect and fully involve parents and carers.  Build on the foundations 
they have laid. Encouraging them to share their knowledge and views 
on their child’s development and continue to work in partnership with 
them. 

 Provide experiences which are rewarding and enjoyable 

 Provide a stimulating environment both indoors and outdoors 

 Take account of differences (gender, language etc.) in regard to 
learning styles. 

 
The school will ensure that learning for children attending Christopher 
Pickering Foundation Stage will be a rewarding and enjoyable experience.  
Children will be given the opportunity to explore, investigate, discover, 
create, practise, rehearse, repeat, revise and consolidate their developing 
knowledge, skills, understanding and attitudes. 
These learning opportunities will be set in a context of children and adults 
playing and talking together. 
 
We will help children learn effectively by giving them many opportunities 
to: - 

 Initiate activities and learn from each other, 

 Learn through movement and all their senses, 

 Have time to explore ideas and interests in depth, 

 Feel secure helping them to become confident learners 

 Learn in different way and at different rates,  

 Make links in their learning, 

 Participate in creative and imaginative activities that promote the 
development and use of language. –  

 
Teaching 

 
The ethos of  Christopher Pickering Foundation Stage  promotes the 
notion that all who play and work alongside the children are ‘teachers’ – 
including parents, members of the community, all staff and governors. 
Teaching will take account of the 7 areas of learning and the different 
learning styles of the children. 
It will encompass a broad range of factors including: - 

 Creating a stimulating and print rich learning environment 

 Planning based on adult focussed and child led learning 

 Organisation of time and material resources 

 Deployment of staff and helpers 

 Working with and observing children 

 Assessing and recording children’s progress 

 Sharing knowledge 

 Understanding what is to be taught and how young children learn 

 Adults making sensitive interactions  



 Celebrating and exhibiting cultural diversity 

 Delivery through a multi cultural perspective 
 

Organisation 
 
Please see time tables for FS1 and FS2 
 
The Foundation Stage team will use a range of teaching methods and 
strategies to meet the different learning styles of the children. 
Children will have opportunities to participate in sustained periods of play both 
indoors and outdoors throughout the day. We will provide the widest choice of 
learning opportunities through a range of well-planned continuous provision. 
There will be a rhythm and routine to the day, which will help children gain 
confidence and independence. 
Groupings will be kept flexible to support more able children or to meet the 
needs of children who may need extra support.  
Staff will have time to plan and record children’s progress at the end of the 
school day. 
 

Resources 
 
The school will prioritise resources to ensure high staff /child ratios and adult 
support for children’s play. We will provide high quality resources both indoors 
and outdoors. They will be accessible to the children in an attractive and 
stimulating way. 
Resources will reflect the local and wider community and will be free from 
stereotypical images.  
We use educational visits as valuable learning experiences for the children 
often responding to children’s interests and spontaneous learning.   
 

Monitoring and Evaluation 
 

We will challenge, monitor and evaluate our teaching and learning to: - 

 Ensure continuity and progression 

 Meet the needs of individual children 

 Ensure the curriculum meets the needs of all children and their learning 
characteristics. 

 Identify areas of improvement in terms of organisation, management, 
extending resources 

 Identify training to improve provision and practitioner’s own knowledge, 
skills and understanding and effectiveness of teaching 

 


