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Assessment Policy 
 
 
 
Christopher Pickering Foundation Stage adheres to the five outcomes of the Every Child 
Matters Agenda 
 

 Enjoy and achieve 

 Make a Positive Contribution 

 Achieve Economic well being 

 Stay Safe 

 Be healthy 
 
The main tool of assessment in our Foundation Stage will be observation.   
Practitioners in the Foundation Stage will use their observations of children’s play to help 
them assess the progress that the children are making.  We will use the EYFS across 
the Foundation Stage covering the 7 areas of learning.  All children will have a baseline 
completed within the first 4 weeks and a national baseline for reception children will be 
completed.  Christopher Pickering have chosen E EX BA. 
 
How? 
 
Observe children and their responses in a variety of situations  
  
Practitioners will ensure the environment has clearly defined areas of learning.  These 
areas must be well-planned and stimulating with attractive easily accessible resources 
enabling the children to make independent choices in their play while following their 
interests and to develop their ideas and their skills.  By observing children playing 
independently, adults are able to note learning that is truly imbedded. Skilled intervention 
also means practitioners can take learning further while allowing the children to continue 
to pursue their interests. 
 
 
Observations can be shared with the child. 
(Prompts like photographs, videos or examples of work might encourage dialogue) 
 
Regular discussions will be held with children and their parents about children’s 
interests or difficulties.  The involvement of parents in this process is crucial.  It is a two 
way process where parents and practitioners both contribute.  Parents and carers know 
their children best and their views will be respected.  Their observations of what a child 
is doing at home are an important part of the complete picture of the child’s development 
and achievements on which the practitioner need to build. 
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Contributions will be collected from all practitioners involved with the child.  
Permission will be obtained from parents.  Planning will include observation time.  
Children’s interests can only be observed during open ended activities.  Planning will be 
flexible.  Babies and young children live in the moment.  Their interests do not always 
coincide with those of adults.  Planning will include all children, including those with 
additional needs. Planning the next steps will be based on the knowledge gained from 
observations and discussions. 
 
Why is observing (look, listening and noting) so important? 
It helps practitioners: 
 

 Get to know a child better 

 Develop a positive relationship with a child 

 Talk with parents about their child 

 Plan appropriate play and learning experiences 

 Pick up any concerns about a child’s development 

 Review what they do and whether it is right for a child 

 Further develop their understanding of a child’s development 

 Develop a systematic and routine approach to using observational assessment to 
plan the next steps in a child’s developmental progress. 

 Look at the child’s characteristics of effective learning and promote opportunities 
for the unique child based around this. 

 
Documenting the children’s progress 
All children in the Foundation Stage will have a Learning Journey to which parents and 
practitioners contribute.  This record will go with the child from FS1 to FS2. 
 
The Development and Learning Record (2Simple) will include: 
Information gathered through observations of what a child has done or said in writing 
sometimes backed up by photographic, audio or video evidence. 
 
Talking to children and assessing responses. 
 
Assessing outcomes such as movement, models, paintings, designs, drawings, mark 
making or writing 
 
Observations of a child on his/her own, in the company of another child and when part of 
a group. 
 
These observations will provide insight into what children know, understand and can do 
and where they need support. 
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Tracking children and logging their responses to an activity or play scenario helps 
practitioners to monitor how children use their time, their particular interests and any 
gaps in their experiences so that practitioners can assess their progress and plan a 
balanced curriculum that takes note of children’s strengths, interests and needs. 
 
During a Childs time in the EYFS, their progress will be recorded on an ‘ages and 
stages’ overview sheet which works towards the 17 Early Learning Goals (ELGs).  
Progress is also tracked on a data system which is used to compare cohorts of children 
such as the results of boys and girls or the progress of EAL children in different areas of 
learning. 
Children’s learning styles are also recorded throughout the EYFS and unique 
opportunities are made based on children’s needs and interests.  We believe this gives 
the best possible opportunities for each child to reach their full potential. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


