
Welcome 

Moss Hall Junior School  

Moss Hall Junior School is a school with a tradition of high academic    

standards, within a caring and friendly environment.  

“Governors, senior and middle leaders work together effectively to drive school 

improvement.  The Governors are ambitious for the school .” 

“Pupils behave well and feel safe in school. The broad curriculum is enhanced by  

a wide variety of visits, visitors and clubs.” 

                                                                                                              Ofsted June2014 

Our main aim is to encourage all children to 

achieve their full potential by offering them a 

broad and balanced curriculum. The children 

are given many opportunities through a wide 

range of activities in order to give them the 

best preparation for the future. 

 

We pride ourselves in the harmony we achieve in our multicultural 

community and place the highest value upon 

mutual understanding and respect for each other.   

A special feature of our school is the                                                 

wonderful enthusiasm displayed by the parents 

and carers towards supporting the school and its 

many events. 

 

We believe that every child matters and has his or her own individual skills. 

Our staff team aims to develop these skills and abilities so that each        

individual can reach his or her full potential. Our commitment is to equality 

of opportunities and meeting the needs of all pupils regardless of race,    

religion, ethnicity, gender, disability or educational need.  

Welcome to Moss Hall Junior School and 

the exciting future that lies ahead of us. 



Our Curriculum 

Moss Hall Junior School  

At Moss Hall Junior School we believe that all children are entitled to a broad and      

balanced curriculum. To ensure that learning is enjoyable and therefore successful we 

teach the statutory National Curriculum (2014) in a variety of ways. This can be through 

single subject lessons eg. Maths, science or swimming or through a creative cross 

curricular approach where many subjects are taught through a main topic eg. ‘Robots’, 

‘London’ or ‘Floodlands’. 

At the start of each half term your child will bring home a Year Group Newsletter which 

will outline the areas being covered that term and inform you of any key dates including: 

school trips, themed days, visitors or assemblies.  

The Statutory National Curriculum includes: 

English  

Mathematics  

Science 

Computing 

History  

Geography  

Design & Technology - there is a dedicated cooking room within school which groups of 

children use throughout the week. 

Art & Design 

Music - all children have an hour of music a week with a specialist teacher. 

Physical Education - Indoor PE, outdoor PE and swimming. There is a swimming pool 

on site so all children swim weekly. We ask for a contribution of £15 per term or £40 for 

the year, if paid in a single payment in the autumn term. This helps cover the costs of 

the swimming pool. 

 

Non-statutory Subjects: 

PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education)  - including sex 

and relationships education. 

Modern Foreign Language - French 

These subjects, along with Religious Education, form the basic curriculum. At MHJS we 

follow the guidelines of the Barnet Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education. We 

recognise the variety and diversity of religious belief in our society and as a Community 

School do not promote any particular religious beliefs. 



Our Curriculum continued 

Moss Hall Junior School  

Extra Curricular Activities 

There is a wide range of extra curriculum activities available at Moss Hall Junior School. 

We try to offer a range of activities for all year groups, some of which are within the 

school day and some of which are before or after school. The clubs are run either by 

school staff or outside agencies, some therefore have a cost implication. 

Music opportunities 

All children have a weekly lesson with one of our     

specialist music teachers where they will learn the   

descant recorder and play a wide range of tuned and 

untuned instruments including steel pans and Djembes 

(African drums). Our music teachers also offer a number 

of free music clubs run throughout the school              

day including; choirs, steel pan groups, recorder club,    

an orchestra and many more.  

Many of the children who attend Moss Hall Junior School also choose 

to pay to learn a musical instrument. This is organised through BEAT, 

and more information about this is available from the school office.  

All our children have opportunity to show off their musical ability 

throughout the year at a number of concerts. 

Sports clubs 

There are football clubs for all ages and for both boys and girls 

and the children have the opportunity to play against other 

schools competitively. We also offer a variety of sports clubs 

including; multi-sports, netball, American Football, fencing and 

many others. The sports clubs may change throughout the 

year but the children will be informed about what is available 

to them.  

Art and Drama 

The school staff run free art clubs for a range of age groups throughout the week, 

mainly at lunchtimes and an after school Art Club is available to all children after school 

at a weekly charge. Dance and Drama clubs are also available some of which are run 

by external agencies. 

Other clubs include Library Club, Computing Club, Lego Club and Board Games Club. 

For a full list of the current Extra Curricular opportunities available please speak to the 

School Office or check the school website. 



The School Day 

Moss Hall Junior School  

The school day is from 8.50am - 3.15pm.  

We have a 15 minute break in the morning and 1 hour for lunch. 

The children will have a weekly timetable which will have fixed lesson times 

for swimming, music, Computing and  Physical Education. Other subjects 

will be taught throughout the week and for these there will be greater 

flexibility with the length and timing of these lessons. 

Start of the Day 

The children can enter the school either through the Essex Park gate, or Moss Hall Grove.  The 

Nether Street entrance is a vehicle only entrance for staff vehicles and deliveries for the rest 

of the day.  

In the morning, our school grounds are supervised from 8:40 and so children are welcome to 

start arriving from this time.  On arrival children make their way to their classrooms where their 

teacher will be waiting to greet them. At 8:50 a bell is rung to warn children and families that 

only 5 minutes remain before the register closes.   

If children are attending a before school activity they need to arrive at school at the agreed time. 

A breakfast club is available in the Infant School - further information about please ask at the 

school office. 

 

Please note that to access the school between 9:00am - 3:00pm 

please enter the school via the Moss Hall Grove entrance only.  

 

End of the Day 

At the end of the day children are escorted to the playground by a member of staff.  You should 

wait for your child in the playground or on Moss Hall Grove - please agree a regular meeting 

place with your child. 

If for any reason you are not in your agreed spot at the end of the day the children are told they 

should come straight back into the School Office and inform a member of staff.  

The only reason why children should be on the school site after the end of the day is if they   

attend an after school activity or the After School Club. The After School Club is an after-school 

play scheme run every school day until 6 pm. This is organised by the Moss Hall Play Centre 

Committee and is held in the Infant School. There is a charge for this service. Details of who to 

contact can be obtained from the School Office. 

Each evening your child’s teacher will be available at the end of the day if you need a quick 

catch-up. You can, of course, make an appointment to speak to your child’s teacher if you need 

a meeting - request slips are outside the office. 

 



The School Day 

Moss Hall Junior School  

Lunch Time 

School meals are served ‘cafeteria style’ and every effort is made to meet dietary 

needs. Every child may ask for small or large helpings but having been given the       

requested amount, they are expected to eat it, to avoid unnecessary waste.  

Free School Meals are available and you are encouraged, if you are eligible, to let the 

us know so you can access this support and we can access additional funding. Further 

information can be obtained from the School Office and all enquiries are treated with 

complete confidentiality. 

Children are welcome to bring a Packed Lunch. Packed Lunch containers (not a carrier 

bag) must be clearly named on the outside. Sweets (including chewing gum) are not 

allowed in school either separately or as part of a Packed Lunch. Please do not send 

anything in a glass container. All leftovers from Packed Lunches must be taken home.  

Please note we are a nut free school. 

Children whose Parents/Carers wish them to change from Dinners to Packed Lunches 

or from Packed Lunches to Dinners may do so daily. No notice needs to be given. As 

long as there is credit on the account your child will be able to have a school dinner    

whenever he or she wants. Parents/Carers can thus choose to have school dinners for 

a certain number of days a week or for certain times of the year. We know parents/

carers welcome this flexibility.   

At the start of each term all children receive a menu from our catering company . The 

current cost of a school lunch is £2.10. Dinner money may be paid termly, half-termly or  

in advance on a Monday morning. It is preferable that payments are made via School 

Money.  If a cash or cheque payment is made, it needs to be in an envelope with your 

child’s name, class, the amount enclosed and labeled ‘dinner money’. Cheques for 

dinner money need to be made payable to ‘Pride Catering Partnership Ltd’. Envelopes 

need to be placed in the Pride post box to the left of the reception window. 

 



Behaviour 

Moss Hall Junior School  

“Pupils' behaviour is good and this is reflected in lessons, in 

conduct about the school and at break and lunchtimes.      

Pupils get on very well together.”  

Ofsted June 2014 

We have high expectations of behaviour at Moss Hall Junior School. Our children and 

staff are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that creates a positive learning 

environment for all. We have a clear Behaviour Policy, which outlines our school rules, 

expectations, rewards and sanctions. 

Moss Hall Junior School’s Rules 

 

At the start of each academic year the children discuss what each school rule means 

and as a class they draw up a class code of conduct. This is agreed by the children and 

adults and a copy of this will be sent home to you. In addition a copy of our Home 

School Agreement will be made available to you. Please read though the Home School 

Agreement with your child, discuss it and return a signed copy to school.  

There are many reward systems to celebrate good behaviour and learning at MHJS.  

When they join MHJS all children are allocated to a house and are encouraged to earn 

housepoints for their team. 

We do not tolerate poor behaviour choices that break our school rules. There is a clear 

sanctions procedure that the children are aware of and is the same across the school.  

We ask that you support the school’s behaviour policy by supporting your child and 

working in partnership with the school.  

A full version of the Behaviour Policy is available from the school office and on the 

school website. 

 

  

Our respect Rule  Our Learning Rule Our Safety Rule 

At Moss Hall Junior 

School we treat people 

and property with       

respect. 

At Moss Hall Junior 

School we do our best 

and cooperate with    

others to learn. 

At Moss Hall Junior 

School we make safe 

choices for ourselves 

and others. 



Home School Agreement 

Moss Hall Junior School  

The Leadership Team will: 

 

 ensure that the school’s behaviour policy is implemented consistently by all staff 

throughout the school 

 regularly evaluate the systems for promoting positive behaviour and for            

minimising /responding to unacceptable behaviour 

 guide and support staff in behaviour management  

 provide additional targeted support for pupils with social, emotional and              

behavioural difficulties 

 

All staff will: 

 work in partnership with parents and carers to promote positive behaviour 

 ensure that all pupils have access to a relevant, broad and balanced curriculum, 

with appropriate differentiation, in order to promote positive attitudes to learning 

and behaviour choices 

 reward and celebrate positive behaviour 

 share responsibility for behaviour management – “relaxed vigilance” 

 

The children will: 

 do their best in all their learning and co-operate with all members of staff 

 follow the three school rules and their individual class charters 

 understand that good behaviour will be rewarded and celebrated through a range 

of rewards 

 understand that negative behaviour choice will result in a sanction  

 

The Parents / Carers will: 

 support the staff of the school in their task of educating children be encouraging 

hard work, good behaviour, punctuality and regular attendance 

 be involved with their child’s progress and well being by; attending meetings,     

responding to communication from the school and bring any concerns to the      

attention of the staff so that they can be dealt with promptly 

 ensure that their child is well prepared for school 

 

 

 



Our School Uniform 

Moss Hall Junior School  

At MHJS we wear our uniform with pride. 

School Uniform:- 

  Our girls wear:  

 White or royal blue shirt or polo shirt 

 Navy or royal blue v-necked jumper / cardigan / sweatshirt 

 Navy blue, grey or black skirt or pinafore dress 

 Grey, navy or black formal school trousers / shorts (not tracksuit bottoms, casual 

wear or combats) 

 School summer dress (blue and white gingham or striped) 

 Plain black shoes (not open-toed sandals) 

 Plain black flat boots (not canvas or fashion boots) can be worn in winter 

underneath trousers 

 Plain white, grey, black or navy tights or socks (ankle or knee length) 

 A coat or school fleece for the playground 

 Our boys wear: 

 White or royal blue shirt or polo shirt 

 Navy or royal blue v-necked jumper / cardigan / sweatshirt 

 Grey, navy blue or black school formal trousers / shorts (not tracksuit bottoms, 

casual wear or combats) 

 Plain black shoes (not open-toed sandals) 

 Plain black flat boots (not canvas or fashion boots) can be worn in winter 

underneath trousers 

 Plain white, grey, black or navy socks (ankle or knee length) 

 A coat or school fleece for the playground 
 

NB sweatshirts, cardigans or polo shirts may be with/without the school logo 

Uniform with the school logo is available to buy through the Tesco’s website - 

www.tesco.com/backtoschool or from Braggs Schoolwear, Ballards Lane, N. Finchley. 

Please ensure ALL uniform is clearly named. 

Jewellery should not be worn to school, except for a watch, stud earrings (where ears 

have been recently pierced) and items which have a recognised religious significance.  

For health and safety reasons all jewellery must be removed for all PE lessons.  

Hair that is longer than shoulder length needs to be tied back,at all times. for health and 

safety reasons. 

 



Our School Uniform continued 

Moss Hall Junior School  

In addition to school uniform the children will  also need: 

 P.E. Kit (Indoors) – navy or black shorts, white t-shirt, plimsolls 

 Games Kit (Outdoors) – navy or black shorts, white t-shirt, trainers and in cold 

weather: a plain, navy/black tracksuit top and bottoms.  

 Football kits are not part of our PE kit. 

 Swimming Kit – swimsuit (one piece), trunks (not baggy swim/beach shorts), 

swimming cap (boys and girls) and a towel. 

 

All PE kit should be named and kept in a bag. 

Other equipment 

 Stationery equipment. School does provide all stationery needed but if your child 

wishes to bring their own stationery in a pencil case they are welcome to. 

 Art overall. If you child is doing a potentially messy art activity they may be asked 

to bring an apron or art shirt - an old adult shirt with collars and cuffs cut off is 

ideal.  

 Other sports equipment. For some PE lessons/clubs your child may want to bring 

his/her own  equipment - eg a tennis racquet or studded football boots. 

 Junk modelling. For some D&T projects the children may need empty boxes or 

bottles. 

 Cooking. On occasions the children may need to bring some ingredients to school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We encourage all the children to look after their own belongings but on occasions things 

do get lost. We do have a collection of lost property and if things are named they are 

more likely to get returned. However, for all items brought into school, the school        

accepts no responsibility whatsoever should items be lost.  



Communication between Home and School 

Moss Hall Junior School  

Newsletters 

Our School Newsletter is produced weekly. It updates our families on school events,    

activities and celebrates achievements. A Year Group Newsletter will be handed out at 

the start of each half term. This includes a brief outline of the areas of learning being 

covered as well as key dates and other relevant information. 

School Website 

The school website is  www.mosshalljunior.org.uk. You  can use this website to keep up 

to date with key information about the school. This includes term 

dates, letters home and news about trips . 

Twitter feed 

You can follow us @MossHallJnr  for all the latest news. 

Text Messaging  

We use a text messaging service to Parents/Carers which means that we can text 

reminders about events, trips and meetings. We ask that you remember to let us know if 

your mobile number changes! We also use the texting service to contact you if your 

child is absent from school without a reason. 

Questionnaires 

We like to seek the views of Parents/Carers and the children - we may do this during 

meetings, informal conversations or questionnaires. Having analysed the data received 

we feed back any key patterns and our response to you. 

Appointments 

Parents / Carers are most welcome to make an appointment to see a member of staff at 

a mutually convenient time. Class teachers are also available at the end of the school 

day for a quick chat in the playground. For safeguarding reasons Parents/Carers must 

not make their way directly to the classroom without an appointment - the school office 

can help here. If you wish to speak to a member of the Headship team, the Head 

teacher, the Deputy Head tor the Assistant Head teacher please speak to them when 

they are out and about at the start or end of the school day or make an appointment 

through the school office. 

Parent / Teacher Consultations 

At the beginning of each year we hold a Welcome Evening where Parents/Carers have 

the opportunity of finding out information about the forthcoming year. Following this, 

there are two additional Pupil Progress Meetings for Parents/Carers.  



Attendance and Medical Information 

Moss Hall Junior School  

Attendance 

Attendance at Moss Hall Junior School is good. We encourage the children to be    

punctual and ensure they understand why it is important to attend school regularly. 

Absence 

Government regulations require Parents/Carers to explain every absence from school. 

We would expect a Parent/Carer to telephone the school on the first day of absence. It 

is essential that this call is made before 9.15am please. We also need a written             

explanation  regarding your child’s absence on his/her return to school.  If we do not  

receive an explanation or if the explanation is unsatisfactory, we will not authorise the 

absence, and this will show up on your child’s end of year report.  If you experience   

difficulties communicating in this way please speak to the Headteacher.  

Acceptable reasons for absence include: 

 illness 

 emergency dental / medical appointments 

 day of approved religious observance 

 family bereavement 

 attending an interview / examination 

Family holidays should be taken during school holidays, not during term time.  If, in    

exceptional circumstances, you need to request permission for your child to accompany 

you on a family holiday during term-time, you should complete a Leave of Absence    

Form, at least three weeks in advance, stating the reason why the holidays must be 

taken in term-time.  Holidays in Term Time will not be approved and a Fixed Penalty 

Notice may be applied. Except in the case of illness, you should ask permission for your 

child to miss school in advance, giving full details. In these cases a Leave of Absence 

Request Form will need to be completed. These are available from the school office. 

To ensure the safety of all our children, Moss Hall Junior School operates a First Day 

Response Service whereby staff will make every effort to telephone or text families 

where children have failed to attend school in time for morning registration. However it 

should be noted that you are still expected to contact the school yourself on the first day 

of your child’s absence.  

Regular letters will be sent alerting you to attendance issues.  These follow Government 

guidelines which state that a child’s attendance at school should be at least 95% if they 

are to achieve their full potential. 

We expect all children to be on the school playground by 8.50am if your child arrives 

between 8.55am and 9.15am they will be marked late if they arrive after 9.15am we ask 

you to accompany your child to the office to explain why they are late. 

If we are concerned about aspects of your child’s attendance or punctuality we will   

contact you to discuss the best way forward. 

 



Attendance and Medical Information 
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Medical Form 

The children’s well-being is of uppermost importance to us here at Moss Hall Junior 

School. Therefore it is essential that for all children who attend Moss Hall Junior School 

there is a completed and signed Medical form. Please complete the green form 

checking carefully that all information is correct and that if your child’s medical situation 

changes during his/her time at Moss Hall you inform the school straight away. 

As already explained, it is important that your child does attend school regularly but if 

your child is unwell it is equally important that they are given time at home to get better. 

With most illnesses you need to keep your child at home until you judge that they are 

well enough to return however, if your child has an infectious illness please note the 

guidelines below. 

Infectious illnesses 

If you discover your child does have an infectious illness please let the school know as 

soon as possible. 

The Barnet Area Health Authority has indicated the length of time that children have to 

be excluded from school if suffering from certain illnesses.  The school is guided by this 

advice and so there can be no exception to the periods stated. The details for guidance 

are : 

Chicken Pox  - 5 days from appearance of rash 

German Measles - 5 days from appearance of rash 

Measles  - 5 days from appearance of rash 

Whooping Cough - 5 days from commencing antibiotic treatment 

Mumps  - 5 days from onset of swollen glands 

Conjunctivitis  - Should be excluded from school until cured 

Scabies  - Until cured 

Swine Flu - 5-7 days or until course of medication has been completed and 

child is symptom free 

Vomiting /diarrhoea  - 24 hours after final bought of sickness or diarrhea,  but it is        

advisable to keep him/her at home for 48 hours unless he/she is 

fully recovered. 

Schools can unfortunately be a breeding ground for headlice and prevention is better 

than cure. Having long hair tied back reduces the chance of head lice spreading. It is 

advisable to check children’s hair for headlice regularly (i.e. every weekend).  



Attendance and Medical Information 

Moss Hall Junior School  

First Aid Provision 

The school has a number of qualified first aiders. It is their job to look after 

children who have hurt themselves, have had an accident, or who become 

ill during the school day. 

The school follows the Local Authority guidelines regarding the taking of   

essential medicines. If medicine is needed during the school day it can only 

be administered if a consent form is completed giving details of dosage and          

frequency. Please ask at the school office for the form. If your child has any allergies, 

medicines for allergic reactions or regular medication eg Inhalers please list these on 

the green medical form. 

Nuts and Sweets 

Our school aims to operate a nut-free policy. The contract with the school meal       

provider stipulates that all school meals must be nut free. All parents are requested not 

to send nuts to schools, even in closed packages due to the problem with cross      

contamination through touching. Organisers of events throughout the school are       

informed of the nut free policy and encouraged to comply. 

As a general rule sweets, including chewing gum, are not allowed in school either    
separately or as part of a Packed Lunch. This policy has the full support of the School 
Dental service. However, by special arrangement with the class teachers, it is permitted 
for children to bring a small sweet for their class on their birthdays, if Parents/Carers 
wish. Your child’s classmates may suffer with allergic reactions to certain sweets or 
snacks and therefore Parents/Carers must be clear as to the suitability of the sweets 
they may bring in. If you are in any doubt please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

Sun Protection 

To safeguard your child from over-exposure to harmful UV rays on hot, 

summer days, we recommend that you provide your child with a broad 

brimmed cap or hat. If you wish your child to wear sun protection cream 

please apply it in the morning before school. If your child does need to re-apply the sun 

protection s/he will need to do this him/herself and use only sun protection cream given 

to them by you. 

Accidents 

Accidents do happen, but we take the Health and Safety of the children very seriously 

and do everything to make the school as safe as possible. As well as this our children 

are given clear guidance about their movement around the school building and whilst 

outside to further reduce the risk of accidents.  

However, Parents /Carers should be aware that children are not covered by the Local 

Authority’s insurance against accidents except in cases of negligence by the Local     

Authority or Governors. 



Technology and Our School 
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Computing  

At Moss Hall Junior School we use a wide range of technology to support our children’s 

learning. We continually strive to ensure that the hardware and software is up to date in 

order to effectively develop the pupils’ computing skills as well as supporting the rest of 

the curriculum.  

All classrooms and our library have an interactive white board and a computer. Our 

computer suite has 25 computers and we also have 2 laptop trolleys with 16 laptops on 

each and a set of 16 IPADs. In addition to this the children have access to digital 

cameras, microphones, CD players and much more. We have a whole school network 

meaning that work is stored centrally and can be accessed throughout the school.  

Children have a weekly lesson in our computer suite where they are able to work both        

individually and in pairs. Computing is taught as subject in its own right but is used 

primarily to support the other subjects of the curriculum.  

Our School web site  is  www.mosshalljunior.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

We understand that technology is essential to everyday life but we also recognise that it 

needs to be used responsibly. Please read the included pink documents carefully,     

discuss them with your child then sign and return them to school. 

Mobile phones at Moss Hall Junior School 

If you do wish your child to have a mobile phone, because s/he is travelling to and from 

school independently, the phone needs to be handed in at the school office at the start 

of the day and collected at the end of the day. It will be your child’s responsibility to do 

this, if your child’s phone is lost or damaged whilst at school, but not in the school office, 

we take no responsibility. 

 

 

 

 


