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 Autumn 1 and 2 Spring 1 and 2 Summer 1 and 2 

Topics 
 

Crime and Punishment in Britain, c1000-present 
and Whitechapel, c1870-c1900: crime, policing 
and the inner city 

Early Elizabethan England, 1558–88 Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39 

What will students 
during this unit? 

 

Students will study the development of 
Crime and Punishment from the year 1000 
to the present day. Students will learn about 
crimes, punishments and law enforcement 
methods in each period assessing the 
reasons for change and the impact this 
change has had on the development of 
society. Students will also complete a case 
study on living and policing in the 
Whitechapel area with a focus on Jack the 
Ripper and the reasons why this killer was 
never caught. Throughout this course 
students will develop their source based 
enquiry skills and skills which will allow them 
to assess change and continuity to be able to 
make an informed judgement.   

Students will study the impact Queen 
Elizabeth had on the country starting from 
her sister’s rule, Queen Mary Tudor and the 
problems she faced when she became 
Queen. Students will investigate how 
Elizabeth was able to overcome these 
problems and take England into the ‘Golden 
Years’ of peace and prosperity, what 
changes Elizabeth made to religion and how 
she was able to overcome threats against 
her positon due to this. Students will also 
look at the development of relations with 
other countries during Elizabeth’s reign and 
the reasons for the growth of travel and 
exploration during this period.  

Students will start this topic of study in year 
10 and complete the unit upon return to 
year 11. At the start of the unit students will 
learn about the legacy of the First World 
War, the origins of the Weimar Republic and 
what weaknesses this government faced. 
Students will also study the reasons for the 
growth of the Hitler and the Nazi party 
which allowed this party to take control of 
Germany and the impact this had on the 
people of Germany. Students will also be 
developing their source based enquiry skills 
looking in depth at a range of historical 
sources and interpretations of events.     

When will students be 
assessed? 

 

Students will be assessed throughout this 
unit of study and after the completion of 
two time periods and following the 
completion of the entre course.  

Students will be assessed throughout this 
unit of study with a GCSE style exam each 
term.  

Students will be assessed throughout this 
unit of study with a GCSE style exam each 
term. 

How will students be 
assessed? 

 

Students will be assessed according to the 
exam board specification for Paper 1. This 
exam will be 1 hour and 15 minutes in length 
and will consist of six question types, three 
knowledge based on change and continuity 
of the overall Crime and Punishment unit 

Students will be assessed according to the 
exam board specification for Paper 2. This 
exam will be 50 minutes in length and will 
include three knowledge based questions of 
the events studied.  

Students will be assessed according to the 
exam board specification for Paper 3. This 
exam will be 1 hour 30 minutes in length 
and will focus on the analysis of sources and 
interpretations to construct a balanced 
argument plus an analysis of knowledge 
recall.  



and three knowledge and source based 
questions assessing the Whitechapel section.   

Key Vocabulary 
 

Crimes 
Punishments 
Law enforcement 
Deterrent 
Reform  
Retribution 
Capital punishment 
Corporal punishment  
Middle Ages/ Medieval 
Early Modern 
Modern 

English Reformation 
Church of England 
Puritan 
Papacy 
Nobility 
Revolt 
Execution 
New World 
Privateering 
Circumnavigation 
Poverty 
Colonisation   

Weimar Republic 
Abdication 
Interpretations 
Utility  
Hyperinflation 
League of Nations 
Left and Right wing politics  
Persecution 
Boycott 
Rearmament 

Homework 
opportunities to 

broaden or deepen 
student knowledge 

 

Homework will be set every two to three 
weeks. 

Homework will be set every two to three 
weeks. 

Homework will be set every two to three 
weeks. 

Links to the GCSE 
specification 

 

Edexcel GCSE specification Paper 1, thematic 
study.  

Edexcel GCSE specification Paper 2, first part 
of British depth study.  

Edexcel GCSE specification Paper 3, modern 
study.  

 


