
 

 
15th October 2019 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
The Year 7's have had a brilliant start to the year and we are really impressed by how they have 
settled in our school. There is, however, one concern which we wish to share with you in regards to 
social media. 
 
There has been a number of incidents with Year 7 in relation to the use of social media since they 
started with us in September, some of which have escalated unnecessarily. A significant number of 
students seem to be using Instagram and Tik Tok, both of which are not suitable for under 13's.  
 
Instagram seems to be used mainly for large group messages which we would strongly advise against: 
primarily because comments and messages get out of hand and students of this age find coping with 
the consequences of such messages a challenge. 
 
Tik Tok is used for recording videos using songs and although we understand this can be fun, it isn't 
censored and there is a lot on there which we are sure you would not want your child to view. The 
article here can explain more, which I advise reading: - 
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/parents-ultimate-guide-to-musically   
 
We strongly believe Y7 students should not have access to these social media platforms and large group 
chats, and sincerely hope you feel the same. If you do not restrict your child's access to these platforms, 
we suggest that as a minimum you monitor what they are doing on them regularly and set parental 
controls on their devices. Speaking to your child about how to use these sensibly reiterates what they 
are told in school and reinforces the message that we - parents and school - are all working together. 
 
If you have any questions please ask and as always if you have any concerns about your child, please 
contact the tutor in the first instance. Myself and tutors have heavy teaching commitments and be 
aware that it may take us a few days to respond.  
 
 
Regards 
 

 
 

Mrs Metcalfe 
Head of Year 7 & Teacher of ICT 
 

HEADTEACHER: Mrs H L Millett 
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