
 

 

4th September 2019 

Dear Parents / Carers 

Welcome back to another jam-packed academic year!  I trust you had a restful summer and are looking 
forward to the year ahead with your child or children.  Please find below a brief summary of our 
provisional summer examination results as well as some updates to help ensure a successful start to term. 

Exam Results 

We are proud to have maintained our record of strong attainment in the Sixth Form.  As you may have 
already seen from our website, 56% of all our year 13 students achieved grades in the A*-B range and our 
overall pass rate was 99.6%. 29% of all students also achieved AAB in two or more facilitating subjects 
which are the subjects most desired by the top universities.  After a busy results day, we are pleased to 
have supported all of our students to make an exciting step towards the next phase of their lives.  If your 
son / daughter is in year 11, we look forward to seeing you at our sixth form open evening on the 6th 
November to find out how we can help them on their journey beyond GCSE. 

In terms of GCSE results, we are delighted to have improved on last year’s results.  As with A-Level, there 
were many individual successes and, notwithstanding any re-marks, our students achieved a whopping 
100 grade 9s between them. (Grade 9 is the new ‘super’ A* only achieved by around 5% of students 
nationally). 21 students from the year group achieved 8 or more grades 7-9 (equivalent to A-A*) and over 
a fifth of the entire year group achieved 5 or more grades 7-9.  We have made a positive step forward on 
overall progress measures compared to last year and, although there is still more to do, we are absolutely 
clear on what actions are needed to ensure our 2020 results are better still. 

Attendance Update 

As you know attendance has been an important focus for our school.  At the end of June this year, we 
were pleased to see our whole school attendance (Y7-11) at 94.2% was 2% better than the previous year.  
Our persistent absentee rate (those students with lower than 90% attendance) has also improved by 2%.  
The national average for whole school attendance is 95% which is the absolute minimum we wish to 
achieve this year and, for that, we need your help.  Please continue to instil the importance of high 
attendance in your child / children, remembering that 94% attendance is 10 whole days of learning 
missed; we also ask you not to be offended if we turn down requests for term time leave.  Good 
attendance, along with excellent punctuality, are important life skills, and we will challenge students if 
they do not meet the high standards that we expect in the knowledge that these are critical to ensuring 
your children fulfil their potential and aspirations in life.  Together, we can do this! 

New Chair of the Local Governing Body 

After years of dedicated service, Reverend Paul Hutchinson has stepped down as Chair of the Local 
Governing Board at Stokesley School.  He will be replaced by Kim Mitchell.  After several years working in 
the private sector at home and in France as well as a stint in local and regional government, Kim now 
works for the Department for Education, helping North East schools to achieve their aims.  Kim is also a 
parent at Stokesley School and knows first-hand how important school life is, not only academically, but 
also in terms of friendships, wellbeing and building confidence.  As Chair of the Local Governing Board, 
she aims to help create an environment where all of those things will grow.  We are delighted to have her 
on board and are confident her expertise will help us realise our ambitious aims for the future. 
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Heads of Year 

We start the year with our new pastoral system in place: students are now organised in year groups 
rather than mixed age houses.  We are excited about this change and will be working hard to ensure it 
impacts positively on the ethos and culture of our school.  The first port of call for any queries remains 
your child’s tutor, but here is a reminder of the new Heads of Year should you need it: 

Mrs Metcalfe - Year 7 

Mrs Brosnan - Year 8 

Mr Wilson - Year 9 

Mr Hamer - Year 10 

Mrs Bailey - Year 11 

Mrs Wilkinson, former Head of Sequoia House, takes up a new role as Head of Pastoral Intervention.  In 
this role, she will coordinate support for the students with the highest needs. 

Behaviour Expectations 

Our behaviour policies are underpinned by three simple words: ready, respectful, ambitious.  We ask that 
students are ready to learn, respect school rules and others, and are ambitious in terms of both their 
learning and their attitude.  We recognise and reward good behaviour in a variety of different ways and 
we also impose sanctions for poor behaviour or a lack of effort.  Thank you for giving us your full support 
when we do issue sanctions; after all, we are all working towards the same goal of a bright future for the 
children in our care. 

Mobile Phones 

As you know from my communication in the summer term, our rules for mobile phone use in school have 
changed.  Students must have phones turned off and in bags at all times during the school day both inside 
and outside of buildings.  Details about our mobile phone policy and confiscation policy can be found on 
the ‘behaviour’ section of our website. 

Sixth Form 

Mrs Knapper, Assistant Headteacher, is now Head of Sixth Form and very much looking forward to 
building on our successful track record in this area of our school.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch 
with your child’s tutor or Mrs Knapper if you need any support or guidance relating to your child. 

Just a reminder, all Sixth Form students are required to wear identity badges at all times around the 
school site.  This is a safeguarding measure that identifies students clearly as members of the school 
community; furthermore, it allows them access through some of our security gates.  These access rights 
are a privilege which they must take very seriously: they should not allow younger students or other 
unknown persons to follow them through at any time when the gate would ordinarily be locked.  Finally, 
and for clarification, our new rule banning the use of mobile phones in main school at all times does not 
apply to Sixth Form: they are allowed to use their phones sensibly in designated areas such as the Sixth 
Form block and Study Centre, but should not use them on corridors around main school. 

  



 

 

Upcoming dates for the diary: 

 

Wednesday 4 September                Years 7 and 12 return to school 

Thursday 5 September                    All students in school 

Saturday 21 September                  Stokesley Show (Our tent will be in pride of place!) 

Thursday 3 October                         Open Evening - school closes to students at 12.35pm 

Friday 4 October                              Training Day - no students in school 

Thursday 24 October                       Prize Giving Evening 

Friday 25 October                           School breaks up for half term 

Monday 4 November                     School opens 

Wednesday 6 November                 Sixth Form Open Evening 

Tuesday 12 November                    Year 13 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 21 November                   Creative Careers information evening - Main Hall 

Thursday 12 December                   Y11 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 20 December                       School breaks up for Christmas holiday 

Monday 6 January 2020                School opens 

 


