
 

1st July 2019 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I am writing to inform you of an amendment to our behaviour policy and school rules from September.  
 
We wish to keep teaching and learning at the heart of all we do in school. In-line with many other schools 
nationally and extensive research, we believe mobile telephones, although they have many benefits, are 
a distraction from learning in a school environment. We also believe they can pose a safeguarding and/or 
data protection risk for both children and staff in terms of cyber bullying, access to inappropriate internet 
content and unauthorised filming/photography. As a result, from September onwards, we are banning 
the use of mobile telephones from site during the school day for students in year seven to year eleven. 
Sixth formers will continue to be able to use them in designated areas.  
 
This is a change from our current policy whereby students in year seven to year eleven can use mobile 
telephones in designated areas before and after school, and at breaks and lunchtimes. 
 
We understand the important role mobile telephones play in keeping children safe on the journey to and 
from school and therefore accept that the students will still need to have their telephone on their person. 
However, from September, they should be switched off and in bags or lockers and not be seen anywhere 
on the school site. This applies:  

● at all times within school buildings including breaks and lunchtimes;  

● and between 8.45am and 3.25pm when outside school buildings but still on the school site 

including breaks and lunchtimes. 

 
We do not expect students to ignore this rule and therefore sanctions should not be required. However, 
if a student does use a mobile telephone when they are not supposed to, it will be confiscated and, on 
the first occasion in the academic year they will be able to collect it at the end of the day from reception, 
but if they should break the rule again, an adult relative will need to collect it (please note: reception is 
open between 8.30am and 4.30pm Monday to Thursday and 8.30am and 4.00pm on Friday). We will 
inform you via text message if the telephone is in our possession and needs collecting by an adult: it will 
be switched off, clearly labelled and stored securely in our safe. If an adult relative cannot collect it, it will 
be given back to the student directly at the end of the half term.  
 
If you need to get in touch with your child during the school day due to an emergency, you can contact 
reception on 01642 710050. If your child needs to contact home during the day urgently, there is a 
telephone they can use in reception during breaks from lessons but they can only call contacts listed on 
our database so it is important that you keep us informed of any changes. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs H Millett 
Headteacher 
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