
  

         

 

 

 

 NEWSLETTER        SUMMER  2019 

KIND-HEARTED STUDENTS 

Turn to page 6 to find out how three            
students used their culinary talents 

to raise money for Zoe’s Place. 

 

Welcome to our Summer newsletter  which captures a 

range of exciting events that have been happening at your school 
over the last term. There’s still more to come as well, so please 
keep your eye on the website and Facebook to see updates about 
our Y11 celebrations - including the Prom - and other key end-of-
year events such as Sports Day. 
 
We say goodbye to some valued staff in the summer term: Mrs 
Mason (English), Mr Howes (History), Mr Sales (Economics &                 
Business) and Mrs Stanley (Vice-Principal) are all ending their 
teaching careers after a combined 101 years in Stokesley School! 
Miss Cinnamond (Technology), Mr Tighe (Maths), Mr Davis 
(Maths), Miss Timney (English), Miss Griffiths (Science) and Mrs 
Cave (Languages) are all moving on to new schools as of                            
September too. Two of our support staff are also leaving: Mrs                     
Adams (Exams Officer) and Mrs Rose (Admin Assistant). We wish 
them all well for the future and thank them for their service to the 
school. 

As you are aware, there will be a restructured senior leadership 
team in place from September; this includes some new staff and 
some changes of role. Mrs Darbyshire will be Deputy Headteacher 
in charge of Achievement & Standards and joins us from Acklam 
Grange School in Middlesbrough; Mr Burns will be Assistant 
Headteacher in charge of Student Engagement and Wellbeing and 
he joins us from Our Lady & St Bede in Stockton; in addition, there 
are three existing Assistant Headteachers with the following                        
responsibilities: Mr McGreal (Data & Curriculum); Mrs McGreal 
(SEN & Inclusion) and Mrs Knapper (Post-16 & Careers). The senior 
team is also supported by Mrs Fox who oversees Teaching & 
Learning. Early in the Autumn term I will be inviting parents to 
meet the whole team in person and find out more about who we 
are and what we do; I will be delighted if you are able to join us. 

In the meantime, I hope you have a fabulous summer and I will be 
in touch in the new academic year with news about our exam                 
results. We look forward to seeing new Y7s and new Y12s back in 
school on Wednesday 4th September and everyone else on                                 
Thursday 5th September. 

Best wishes 

Mrs Hannah Millett                                                                                                     
Headteacher 

THE GREATEST SHOW 

Move over Hugh Jackman, The                   
Greatest Show came to Stokesley! If 
you missed it you can catch up with 

the review and photographs from this 
fabulous concert on page 2.   
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A DAY OF CELEBRATION: Our Year 13 presentation 

was a fabulous event. Lucy Davison was crowned                         
student of the year and you can see the full roll call of 

awards, and image gallery, on pages 16 and 17. 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 THE GREATEST SHOW! 

Move over Hugh Jackman, the Greatest Show came to Stokesley when over fifty talented                      
students took to the stage, exuding energy, passion and delivering high-quality                              

and polished performances.         

The School’s ‘Sounds of Summer’ concert featured 17 different groups and soloists, involving students across all the 
year groups.  The concert went on a musical journey around the world and through different eras, from Handel to 
Harry Styles, Freddie Mercury to Mancini, this was a truly delightful and exciting show that left the audience                         
enthralled from start to finish. 

Every performance was faultless and demonstrated an incredible amount of practice and commitment by the                      
students.  There were a number of soloists; vocals, flautists, drummers and guitarists plus ensembles, including 
strings, steel pans, flautists and vocal groups. Miss Hall, Head of Music directed the concert and the instrumental 
groups, with Mrs Kent leading the vocal group. Mr Harris led the ukulele group and also managed sound and 
lighting. 

Lucy Atkinson, Year 10, captivated the audience with Bohemian Rhapsody, making this challenging song her own 
with her powerful, pitch-perfect vocals and proficient piano playing. Twins, Leah and Josie Chambers-Sims sang 
spine-tingling harmonies in Sign of the Times, with Jesh Saha’s stunning vocal range and pure tone shining through 
in his performance of Never Enough from the Greatest Showman.  
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 

Celia Sims, mother of twins Josie and Leah, said: “This is a bunch of extremely talented students, after a hard day’s 
work it was an absolute pleasure and tonic to listen to them. From start to finish, they were superb, great-quality 
performances.” 

The Jamboree group played upbeat and contrasting pieces of Mission Impossible and I’ve got the Blues, with the 
Ukulele Group delighting the audience with the foot-tapping numbers Shotgun and The Lion sleeps tonight. All the 
students delivered stand-out performances, with the power and strong harmonies of the vocal group resonating 
throughout the hall, and beyond, as they sang Empire State of Mind and This is Me 

The flute quartet’s light and precise performance of Dance of the little Swans, from Swan Lake, was a stunning                   
interpretation delivered with immaculate timing. The string quartet, led by Matthew Hutchinson, Year 13, played a 
beautiful rendition of Handel’s Arrival of the Queen of Sheba and ended the concert with the very fitting Ashokan 
Farewell, although nobody was ready to leave. 

Miss Hall, Head of Music, commented: "The Summer term concert can be a ‘bitter sweet’ occasion as our senior 
players move on after their involvement in the department over a number of years, but it is a pleasure to see the 
younger performers gaining in confidence and ability and being able to present an eclectic mix of music to be 
shared with a supportive audience. ” 

Revd. Paul Hutchinson, Chair of Governors, concluded: “It is one of the highlights of the term to come to the school 
concert, and to see how pupils are growing in confidence and experience. My children have both benefited from 

Miss Hall’s enthusiastic leadership of instrumental groups over the 
nine years that I’ve been involved - and, as a singer myself, it is 
especially pleasing to see the growing passion for musical theatre 
shown by many of the younger students under Mrs Kent’s                             
direction. I’m looking forward to their drama production later in 
the term too.”’ 
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PERFORMING ARTS 
 DON’T MISS                                     

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL!    
                     
Tickets are on sale for our whole-school               
production of High School Musical on 
16th and 17th July.  
 
The 80-strong cast are pulling out all the 
stops and working on the big routines –
 it’s shaping up to be a fabulous show. 
Tickets are £5/£3 and available from 
r.kent@stokesleyschool.org  

SISTERS CELEBRATE EXAM SUCCESS                                                                                               
Huge congratulations to sisters Natasha and 
Lilly Smith. Natasha, Year 10, has passed her 
ABRSM Grade 6 piano exam, so now has Grade 
6 Violin and Grade 6 Piano which is a great 
achievement. Lilly, Year 9, gained a Distinction 
in her Grade 8 flute exam, she only dropped 4 
marks altogether on her pieces which is                     
incredible. 

Lilly has been 
offered one of 
only five places, 
to play flute, 
with the National 
Children’s                    
Orchestra of 
Great Britain in 
their Main Orchestra for 2019 which includes a 
residential week in the South Wales, a                          
residential week in the North West in August 
and a Concert Weekend in London in                             
December. 

A GREAT EXPERIENCE FOR THE VOCAL GROUP 
The School Vocal Group were lucky enough to be invited to                     
perform at the Regional Festival of Music for Youth in                          
Harrogate. A long-running organisation, this event is an annual 
competition where a wide variety of musical ensembles come                      
together to compete to perform at the prestigious Royal Albert 
Hall. 
 
The Vocal Group, run by Mrs Kent, was started in September and is 
made up of 30 students from Years 7-10. Although a new group, 
they certainly did not show this as the adjudicators commented on 
their ‘exciting’ harmonies and ‘energetic’ performance. They sang 
two contrasting pieces – Dear Theodosia, from Hamilton, and                    
Empire State of Mind, by Alicia Keys. The performance left the 
judges wanting more, with the senior judge commenting that he 
would “love to see the choir in a full show”. 
 
Mrs Kent, Head of Drama, said: “I am so proud of this group. They 
performed confidently with such passion and enthusiasm. They 
connected well to the audience and a number of the audience said 
how fantastic they were. There is such a bright future for this 
group!” The choir now have to wait to hear if they get through to 
the National Round but, either way, this was a hugely-successful                       
performance for these up-and-coming singers. 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

STUDENTS REVEAL PLANS TO CREATE AN OASIS OF CALM 
The vision of a group of students, to create a Zen Garden in the grounds of the school                    

is moving a step closer to becoming a reality.   

The Zen Garden was the brain child of Mrs Brosnan, acting 
Head of Rowan House, who was inspired to create an area 
to support and enrich students’ wellbeing, utilising the      
disused piece of land she looked out on from the drama 
block.  With the aim of crafting a calming space, that both 
staff and students could enjoy, Mrs Brosnan called out to 
students to come on board to help create the vision for the 
garden and, in doing so, it was designed with their needs in 
mind. The students’ response was overwhelmingly positive 
and, together, they created a project team to work on               
design concepts to develop the 15x8m garden to its fruition. 

The Zen Garden will be a welcoming space for students 
where they can enjoy mindfulness sessions whilst                             
appreciating the health benefits of the great outdoors.  Dedicated zones will feature a number of seating pods, 
including friendship benches, where students and staff can relax, take time out and socialise together.  It aims to 
be a setting where students and staff can build and foster relationships in a more tranquil environment.  

Year 10 student, Rory Dack, has been appointed as the student coordinator for the project and will also share 
responsibilities for design and construction proposals.  The design will include a hexagonal wooden gazebo as a 
central focus, with access paths to the additional seating, surrounded with plants, greenery and environmentally-
friendly bark flooring.  There are also plans for students to collect pebbles and rocks to create a bespoke                   
sculpture, as well as working on a design to make a mosaic from recycled bottle tops. The emphasis is firmly on 
creating a sustainable design with strong eco-credentials, for all to enjoy. 

 Rory said: “The students are really excited by the project and are motivated to share their ideas to create a space 
that they have some ownership, and feeling of accomplishment.  We are working as a team and have regular 
meetings, with Mrs Brosnan, to progress the next stage of the project. Each of us are really proud to have an        
input in each step of the process and to contribute to how the design and construction develops.” 

The Zen Garden is an integral element of a project to raise awareness of mental health at Stokesley School, with 
its Ethos Team working on initiatives to improve the students’ environment.  Alongside this, the students have 
suggested inspiring their peers with 150 wall stickers, displayed throughout the school site, with motivational 
quotations which they have selected themselves to further unify the positive outlook on mental health. 

The Zen Garden project will be completed by 2020 and is being made possible with £5,000 of sponsorship from 
North Yorkshire County Council who are offering the funding as part of their improving mental health                                  
programmes. Additional funding is still required and it is hoped that local businesses may support the initiative 
and be part of creating a lasting legacy to benefit staff and students for years to come. 

Mrs Brosnan commented: “I am so excited about the Zen Garden Project, as it starts to shape.  The students are 
hugely enthusiastic and the design process is rapidly gathering momentum. We greatly appreciate NYCC’s                       
fantastic support of the project 
and I am really looking forward 
to realising our aim of raising 
awareness of  mental health to 
break down  negative stigmas 
associated with it. The Zen                   
Garden will be a positive, open 
and honest environment where 
students have the opportunity to                     
discuss their wellbeing and                     
practice strategies that will help 
them build their sense of                     
resilience and self-worth.”                

 

PHOTO OF STUDENTS TO GO HERE 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 

ZOE’S PLACE TO BENEFIT FROM KINDNESS OF YEAR 8 STUDENTS 
Three Year 8 students, Lucy Tapper, Charlotte Nelson and Sarah Sawer, have shown great                  
community spirit and kindness and in doing so have raised £120 to support Zoe’s Place.                         

Zoe’s Place is an independent registered Charity providing palliative, respite and end-of-life care to babies and 
infants, aged from birth to 5 years, suffering from life-limiting or life-threatening conditions. One of the three 
hospices is in Middlesbrough. The students organised a cake sale.  

THE COUNTDOWN BEGINS: EXPEDITION TO MOROCCO 
In July 2020, fourteen Years 9 and 10 students will embark on a trip of a lifetime to Marrakesh, heading onwards for 
the Atlas Mountains that lie to the south for a 10-day expedition. Their aims are to experience an entirely new                     
environment through a 4-day mountain trek and to learn something about the Berber people's culture in the                      
region. Ultimately, however, their hope is to be a part of a team helping to improve the lives of a rural Atlas                                   
mountain-based community. 
 
The students themselves chose the itinerary and main thrusts of the expedition, being particularly keen to involve 
themselves in a physically and emotionally demanding project where they felt they could make a real difference to 
a deprived rural community. 
 
In order to be able to take part, they have to self-fund the total cost of £1,300. This has begun well with a series of 
bag-packs organised by parents and individual activities, such as cake sales. They are also having a sponsored                         
walk - aiming to walk the majority of The Esk Valley Walk on 13th July.  
 
The students wish to extend their grateful thanks to Stokesley Rotary Club, who have been extremely generous in 
donating £100 to each individual towards their funding. All being well, the students will be aiming to also raise 
funds for the project - at least £400 collectively - so that they can contribute to the work there to the greatest level 
possible. 
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IN THE COMMUNITY 
 GREAT SUPPORT FOR MARIE CURIE                                                                                                

A group of students, from Year 7 to 11, have been working hard to raise money for Marie Curie. 
The twenty students,  from Rowan House in Mr Bailey’s tutor group, have been championing 

their own new initiative, Cakes2U, applying their culinary talents to bake for regular cake sales 
in school, taking their goodies around other tutor groups to sell. 

In addition, the students have been selling Marie Curie’s iconic daffodil badges to students and staff to raise                  
awareness for the charity. The students’ fantastic efforts have raised £243 for Marie Curie. 
 
The students were delighted to present a cheque to Jean Noble, Chairman of Stokesley & District Fundraising Group 
for Marie Curie, who was thrilled with the enthusiasm and commitment they had shown to the project. Jean                   
commented: “We really appreciate the effort the students have made in supporting Marie Curie. It is hugely                    
rewarding to see young people inspired to help people who have a life-limiting illness and they should not                              
underestimate the difference their fundraising efforts make. Over the last five years, Stokesley School have raised 
more than £1,100, which represents over 55 hours of nursing care and we very much value their ongoing support.” 
 
For the last five years, Mr Bailey’s tutor group have worked together for charity during March and April. They                    
initially chose Marie Curie because of the fantastic work they undertake locally and nationally. Marie Curie provide 
much-needed expert nursing care to people with terminal illnesses as well as supporting their families at the time 
when it matters most. The harsh reality is that every five minutes, someone in the UK dies without getting the care 
and support they need at the end of their life. The students are aware of this and appreciate that by people                        
donating and wearing the daffodil they are helping the charity to care for more people in need of their support. 
 
Jenny, a Year 11 member of the tutor group, said: “I think it’s important to help contribute to such a worthy cause. 
We all join in and try to persuade people to buy the badges and cakes. It’s great to raise this amount of money”. 
 
Mr Bailey, the students’ form tutor concluded, “I am very proud of all of the students, they all made a positive                      
contribution to raising this money. It shows the great attitude to helping others that young people possess. We look 
forward to continuing this tradition of supporting others next year.” 
 
To find out more about the wonderful work of Marie Curie and how you can support the charity visit                         
www.mariecurie.org.uk 

https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/
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SPORT 
LAURA GETS SET FOR NATIONAL RIDING FOR THE DISABLED DRESSAGE CHAMPIONSHIP  

A young rider, with a rare metabolic condition, has qualified for the 
finals of the National Riding for Disabled Dressage Championship. 
Laura Curson, a Year 9 student, faces the daily challenges of Glutaric 
Aciduria Type One, which affects many aspects of Laura’s life, in            
particular her mobility. However, with an inherent passion for                        
horses and a strong drive to succeed, fourteen-year-old Laura has 
been riding since she was five and quickly demonstrated a talent for 
dressage.  

As well as riding being Laura’s main hobby, it also provides her with 
natural physiotherapy, stretching her muscles, helping her balance 
and improving her core strength. Laura says:”I can’t imagine a week 
going by when I’m not riding and I love the way I feel free from my 
disability.  In addition, I have a very special bond with the horses I 
ride, they seem to know that they have to look after me.” 

Although Laura enjoys all aspects of riding, including show jumping, 
dressage is her favourite discipline as she loves how it demands                   
precision and accuracy.  The National Championship in July, at 

Gloucester’s Hartpury College, is the RDA’s flagship event, the biggest competition of its type in the world, and 
provides a springboard for the Paralympics. Laura is inspired by Natasha Baker, a team GB Paralympic dressage 
competitor and she longs to go on to represent Great Britain in the Paralympic Games in the future, and would 
love to meet Natasha one day. 

Laura is a member of the Stokesley RDA Group, which is based at Robinsons Equi Teach, where she rides three 
times each week. She competed in the regional qualifiers on Hunky Dory, a horse she had only been riding for 
three weeks, demonstrating her natural ability to develop a close rela-
tionship between horse and rider. 

Claire Robinson, Manager of Stokesley RDA and Robinson's Equi Teach, 
commented:  Laura is a superstar, it really is as simple as that!  She came 
to us only a couple of months ago, as she has progressed to a stage where 
she needed competition-level horses for her events.  It is incredible the 
bond that she has formed with Dory, quite amazing after only three 
weeks of riding him. She really is a natural and we are immensely proud 
of Laura's achievements so far. We have a feeling this is only the start of 
many successes and we are looking forward to supporting her." 

Robinson’s Equi Teach pay £2,000 for all Stokesley RDA competitors to                 
enter the nationals, in addition to paying for the transport and stabling of 
the horses.  Laura’s Mum, Jane, is doing a fundraising event to contribute 
to the high costs of entry.  On Saturday 22nd June, Jane will do a 10-hour 
Gymathon, which involves continuous gym classes and gym work.  She 
will do this at Bannatyne’s gym in Coulby New-
ham.  To support Jane’s challenge and donate 
visit: https://www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/10-hour-gymathon-for-
stokesleyrda?utm_id=2&utm_term=zgvRzaJ4x 

Mrs Millett, Headteacher, concluded: "Laura is 
an inspiration to us all. She continues to 
demonstrate unfaltering commitment to her 
riding and shows such determination in her 
quest to succeed. We pass on our                                   
congratulations to Laura and know that she will 
give her very best in the national                      
competition.” 

Laura’s success has been featured in the local press and she 

was also interviewed by Antony Collins for his BBC Radio 

show. Listen to the interview from 2:22:25 to 2:27:15 

at https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p07cqmrp   

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/10-hour-gymathon-for-stokesleyrda?utm_id=2&utm_term=zgvRzaJ4x
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/10-hour-gymathon-for-stokesleyrda?utm_id=2&utm_term=zgvRzaJ4x
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/10-hour-gymathon-for-stokesleyrda?utm_id=2&utm_term=zgvRzaJ4x
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p07cqmrp
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SPORT 
 

CHRISTY CROWNED COUNTY CROSS-COUNTRY CHAPION AND THIRD IN ENGLAND 

Twelve-year-old Christy O’Hare is celebrating after being crowned North Yorkshire’s Year 
7 County Cross Country Champion. As if this wasn’t enough, Christy went on to race in 
the National Cross Country event at Loughborough, and achieved third place, taking the 
bronze for England in his year group. 

Christy started running when he was at primary school and in the last year he has really 
progressed and developed a keen interest and passion for cross-country.  He is coached 
by his older brother Hugh, a Year 13 Sixth Form student, who has organised his training 
for the last 12 months.  Christy’s training schedule is demanding, running twice a week 
with Hugh, twice with Middlesbrough Athletics Club, as well as taking part in the Park 
Run each Saturday. Christy is happiest running in the countryside and once each week he 
trains with Hugh at six-o-clock in the morning, his favourite route running up Roseberry 
Topping. Hugh comments: “Christy always trains with a smile on his face and we have 
some great conversations and time together when we are running.” 

Christy is making his mark in sport at School, not only is he highly 
regarded for his running prowess but he is a valued member of the 
football team.  Darren Beattie, Head of PE, says: “Christy has 
shown a high level of commitment at a very early age and this 
demonstrates his dedication and desire to succeed.  I am really 
looking forward to watching Christy develop in the coming years 
and believe this is the first of 
many championships for 
him.” 

Christy is now working                       
towards his next major 1500m 
competitions in the summer 
and is also considering some 
road races. He says: “Running 
is a time when I feel free and 
have no cares in the world.  I 
would love to keep improving 
and am aiming for faster 
times and personal bests at 
the local Park Run and gaining 
some points for                                        
Middlesbrough Athletics Club 
on the track events this                 
summer.” 

HORRENDOUS WEATHER FAILS TO DAMPEN ATHELETES’ SPIRITS! 
The North Yorkshire athletics championships took place on 8th June at York University in horrendous weather                       
conditions. Students should be congratulated on their outstanding performances under such circumstances. Results 
were as follows: 
Izzy Montaghue Junior Girls 100m: 13:66  and 5th in Long Jump: 4:59 
Erin Derry Junior Girls 800m: 6th 2:45  
Zoe Hill Junior Girl 1500m: 2nd 5:09 
Izzy Harris Junior Girl Hurdles: 4th 15:59 
Tom Maynard Junior Boy 200m: 3rd 25:13 
Tom Lowe Junior Boy 1500m: 8th 5:13 
Matty Caygill Junior Boy Shot: 5th 9:13 
Anna Cole Inter Girl 100m heat: 3rd 14:45 
Holden Outhwaite Inter Boy 800m: 4th 800m 2:10 
Bethan McCarthy Inter Girl Shot (result TBC) 
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SPORT 
 

SWIMMING STAR TAKES DOUBLE GOLD IN ENGLISH CHAMPIONSHIPS                                              
Evie Dilley, is celebrating after taking two golds and a bronze medal in the 100m, 200m and 

400m freestyle events at the English School Swimming Association Championships.   

Evie, a Year 8 student, was delighted to represent the North squad and swam in three team competitions, securing 
a gold and bronze in these events, helping the team to win the overall championship.   

Evie swims for the Middlesbrough Amateur Swimming Club, training at the Neptune Centre in Middlesbrough. She 
attends a gruelling seven sessions every week, totalling around 13 hours in the water plus three hours’ land                    
training. Evie commented: “I would love to make a career out of swimming and ultimately go to the Olympics. I 
have made many friends through swimming and not just from Middlesbrough ASC. I love to compete and enjoy 
travelling up and down and the country on a weekend to try and swim the best I can.” 

Evie regularly competes and every Saturday morning she travels from home at 6:30am to go to Sunderland 
Aquatics Centre to train with other elite athletes in the North East region, to gain valuable experience of training 
in a 50 metre pool.  Evie was asked to participate on this performance program based on her success in the pool 
at competitions and her rankings in the UK. 

This is not the first taste of success for Evie. Last summer, Evie gained a bronze medal in the English Summer 
Championships in the 200 backstroke, competing as a 12 year old against the top 24 ranked 12/13 year olds girls 
for this stroke in the country.  Evie acknowledges that her training has always been serious but after scooping her 
English championship medals her commitment is unconditional. This Summer she is hoping to qualify in the British 
Summer Championships where she will compete against the best as a 13 year old in the 13/14 year old category. 

Tom Harforth, Head Coach at Middlesbrough ASC, commented: “Evie's commitment and dedication to her                       
swimming is exceptional and her work ethic is first-class. She always arrives at training with a smile on her face 
and leaves with an even bigger smile on her face. It is evident to see just how much she loves her swimming and 
it is a pleasure to coach her.  Her previous and current achievements, I feel, are just the foundations and these 
will be the platform for her future successes within the sport. Keep up the good work Evie!” 

Mr Beattie, Head of PE, added: “We are all very proud of Evie's achievements. She is a very talented swimmer 
with huge potential. Despite all of her fantastic accolades Evie remains incredibly modest and humble which, in 
my experience, is a quality associated with the very best of athletes. I am sure we will be  seeing a lot more of 
Evie on the big stage, based on her level of dedication alongside her very high level of  ability.” 
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SPORT 
TOP HONOURS FOR EMILY AT NATIONAL DRESSAGE COMPETITION 

Emily Powers, in Year 11, has taken top honours in a National                       
Dressage Championship, beating stiff competition from 25 other riders, 
whilst competing under the watchful eye of HRH Princess Anne. Emily  
achieved first place in the BHS National Riding Schools Championship held 
at the Onley Grounds Equestrian Centre in Warwickshire.  

The event was open to all BHS-approved riding centres but all competitors 
had to be none-horse owners and competed on horses on a riding school 
licence.  Riders must have qualified at previous competitions to take part. 
Incredibly, Emily rode a horse that she hasn’t ridden very often, as the 
horse she has competed with for many years is now too old to travel.                    
Undeterred, Emily, with Gilly, a ten-year old Irish Draught who stands at an 
impressive 17 hands high, made a fabulous partnership. 

Emily has been riding for nine years, with Robinson’s Equi Teach at                      
Tunstall, Middlesbrough, and has competed in shows and local dressage series throughout North Yorkshire for 
the past four years.  Emily qualified for the nationals in 2018, coming 4th out of 23, so she is thrilled to have 
achieved the 1st place trophy this year.  As well being awarded a rosette, sash and trophy, Emily also won a £75 
training voucher, plus two silver salvers for Claire Robinson, Emily’s instructor and proprietor of the winner of this 
class.  Emily said: “I was delighted to qualify for the nationals again and to win was amazing as the class was                     
bigger this year. It was one of my best scores in a dressage test. I would like to continue competing and eventual-
ly buy my own horse. I would love to be able to qualify for bigger shows around the country. 

Claire Robinson, Manager of Robinson’s Equi Teach and Emily’s riding teacher, added:  “It’s a fantastic                                  
opportunity and brilliant experience for all taking part. I’d like to thank the School for their support in a sport 
which I often feel is overlooked. Emily did really well!”  

Mrs Gosling, Emily’s PE Teacher, commented: “As a GCSE PE student, Emily has applied herself brilliantly to both 
the theory and practical aspects of the course. Demonstrating a consistently high attitude to learning and top-
class effort throughout. Her horse riding performance has contributed towards her final grade.  Emily shows su-
perb passion and enthusiasm for Physical Education. Throughout her school years she has represented the school 
in numerous sports. She is a confident sports person who is very determined, reliable and highly                          
competitive. Emily always strives to be the best she can be.” 

YEARS 7 AND 8 BOYS SCOOP AREA FOOTBALL CUPS! 
The year 8 Boys’ football team have enjoyed a successful end to the season. The season started off with a                       
convincing win over Bedale, in the quarterfinals of the area cup. The semi-final turned out to be a bye into the 
final where Richmond awaited. In the final the boys started off well, having the better of the play in the first half, 
but unfortunately conceded just before half-time to go in 1-0 down.  The second half started off well. The boys 
got themselves back into it and then into the lead, 2-1. A lapse of concentration lead to Richmond equalising 
again, but this equaliser was just what they needed to rally again and pull away to win 6-2. A good result against 
a good Richmond team and the area cup won for Stokesley.  
 
The Year 7 football team came out 3-1 winners over 
Richmond after a hard fought encounter at Stokesley 
School. After a tight first half the score was 0-0 with the 
cup in the balance, what followed was remarkable. The 
boys went 1-0 down and had to show all the resilience 
of champions. An equaliser from Ryan Hololob                    
followed, Seth Mayfield then found the net with a                            
bullet header for Stokesley to take the lead then Jimmy 
Bury found the net with a classic breakaway to make 
sure of a huge 3-1 cup final triumph. 
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GIRLS INSPIRED TO PURSUE A CAREER IN IT 
‘Hello World’, an event to promote careers for girls in the Information Technology                        

Sector, hosted at Teesside University, was a great inspiration to a group of                                               
twelve Stokesley School students. 

The students, from Years 8, 9 and 10, attended the annual 
computing conference, which was originally launched in 
2009 as ‘Girls & Gadgets’. To mark its 10th year, the                    
project has been rebranded under the new name ‘Hello 
World!’ 

Girls from schools across the region were invited to attend 
this inspiring, motivating and fun-filled day, aimed at                        
destroying the myth that computers are for boys.                      
Internationally, there is a shortage of women in all                       
computing careers and statistics show that in the UK only 
1 in 5 students who opt to study IT are girls. 

To kick the day off, a panel of ‘Inspiring Women in IT’ 
talked about their own career journey and answered            
questions from students about their training, job roles 
and experiences.  Students asked about the various types 
of jobs which are now available and whether there were 
any difficulties identified by being a girl and perusing a 
career in this sector.   

Mrs Harrison-Henry, Careers Leader, commented: “It was 
great for the girls to hear, first-hand, that the idea that ‘computers are for boys’ is something which is just that - 
only an idea, there is no evidence to show that girls are not capable or welcomed into any careers in Information 
Technology and so there is no reason why they cannot, or should not, pursue their ambitions and aim high!” 

The students were allocated workshops in the morning and afternoon, to give them an insight into some of the 
types of careers in this industry which they may not have considered. In the morning they tried their hand at 
drawing comic/storyboards and in the afternoon they were enthralled by Stop Motion Animation techniques.  

Amy Chamberlain, Year 9 student, said: "I really like ICT in school and I thought it would be a good chance to see 
what it would  be like as a career choice. I wasn't sure what to expect on the day, it was different to what I had 
expected - that we would spend the day in a classroom. It was great fun and I learned a lot, the workshops were 
brilliant and we got to do loads. There are so many roles connected to ICT than I ever thought." 

Students learned that this is a very fast-moving industry and as such they need to always keep their options open 
and be flexible, the job that they might be doing in 5-10 years’ time, is most likely not in existence today.     
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 STUDENTS INSPIRED BY INNOVATION AT LABMAN 

A group of students enjoyed a taste of working life when Labman opened their doors                       
for a tour around their state-of-the art facilities. 

Labman employs 100 staff at their HQ in Seamer Hill, and are experts 
in the design and manufacture of bespoke robotic automation                   
systems for the laboratory, industrial and medical industries.  Sean 
Devereux, Project Manager, himself an alumni of Stokesley School, 
kindly invited the students to visit to experience, first-hand, the                 
realities of working in an engineering and design business. 

The fourteen students, aged 11 to 16, all have an avid interest in              
engineering and STEM subjects (Science,Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics), so were in their element seeing all the                       
innovation and hi-tech robotic design that surrounded them at the 
Labman site. 

                                                                                                                                         
Sean and his colleague Matt Smith, an apprentice in software development, presented the company with a                            
personalised and interactive approach, demonstrating how the highly-specialised and technical robotics work with 
precision and accuracy across a diverse range of applications.  The students were in awe of the level of detail that 
goes into the product development process and the many steps involved between initial concept and prototype, 
through to final manufacture and installation. 

As well as being fascinated by the company’s engineering expertise, the students enthused about the working                   
conditions at Labman. Matt and Sean explained the various routes for employment, from apprenticeships to                       
university entrants, and the students couldn’t fail to notice the squash court, climbing wall, table-tennis and                     
kicker-football tables, as well as a piano and the occasional fireman’s pole dotted among the workstations and                 
development areas of the open-plan workspace.  It was the mix of exciting and interesting projects coupled with a 
great working environment that impressed the students.  A Year 10 student said: “ I’d love to work at Labman”, a 
sentiment echoed by several other students on the visit who could see that as well as being interesting and                         
challenging, working in engineering could be great fun. 

Mrs Harrison-Henry, Careers Leader, commented: “This was a fantastic opportunity for our students, visiting a            
company that not only leads in innovation in their field but demonstrates fabulous employee 
engagement and corporate social responsibility. Labman are great supporters of Stokesley 
School, offering work experience and regularly contributing to our careers’ events.  We look 
forward to more of our students starting a career with Labman.” 

The students were inspired by Andrew Whitwell, Labman’s Managing Director, who spent 
time explaining the key attributes, such as good communication skills, that will help them 
succeed in their working lives.  He captivated the students with an entertaining presentation. 
His passion for engineering and the wellbeing of his staff was infectious, leaving a lasting                     
impression on many of the students, who agreed that Labman was the type of company they 
would like to work for. 

Sean concluded: “It was a pleasure to host the visit for 
Stokesley School and we hope the students left knowing 
that a career in specialist                      
engineering and technology is 
on their doorstep. We hope 
we’ll see some of them                          
returning to Labman for work                         
experience in the future.” 

Head to page 18 to find out 
more about Alumnus Sean                                     
Devereux. 
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SUNFLOWERS AIMING HIGH:                                 
54CM IS THE WINNER! 

After the Easter break, each tutor group was given two 
sunflower seeds and a bag of compost to plant into 
containers as part of the House sunflower growing 
competition. To be fair, the sunflowers were randomly 
picked from the packets and the compost was weighed  
out. 
 
The aim of the competition was twofold: firstly to help 
smarten up the outside spaces at school (as part of a 
wider longer-term project) and secondly to help                  
wildlife. It is a well-known fact that our physical                   
environment is under threat - for example from                   
climate change and use of pesticides. Part of this 
means that plants and animals are affected and this 
could be bad for our planet.  By planting sunflowers, 
which are good for bees especially, we are trying to do 
our little bit to help. If our pollinating insect numbers 
are reduced, then our crop yields could fall as there 
will be fewer insects left to pollinate the flowers which 
could prove disastrous in the future.   
 
Just before the May half term, all the surviving                         
sunflowers (and there were some casualties!) were 
brought down to be assessed for a winner.  The tallest 
sunflower belonged to Mr Weedy’s form (A-WDN) in 
Alder House who are clearly very green-fingered! The 
height of the winning sunflower was 54cm.  All the 
sunflowers were stored in the Japanese Garden over 
the break to ensure that they had access to rain.       
Hopefully, when they are a bit bigger and stronger, 
they can be planted out. Some close runner ups with 
good strong growth included the tutor Groups: M-OW 
(Mr Outhwaite), S-TPE (Ms Thompson), S-JSC (Mr 
Jones), R-TMA (Ms Timney), R-RDJ (Mr Read), R-BLA 
(Mr Bailey), A-BND (Mrs Conroy) and A-BLD (Mr Blyth) 

BUDDING ENGINEERS DESIGN FOR THE 
JAMES WEBB SPACE TELESCOPE 

Six year 8 students spent the day at Northallerton School 
taking part in the Faraday Engineering Challenge,                             
organised by the Institute of Engineering and Technology. 
The six students were chosen for their enthusiasm and 
passion for science. They competed against five other 
teams, from four other schools. They designed and built a 
prototype machine for the James Webb Space Telescope, 
but were narrowly beaten by the team from Bedale on 
the day.  

Mr Read, who accompanied the team to Northallerton 
said: “All six students grew into the day and got really 
hands-on with designing and then building their machine. 
They presented their final idea brilliantly and got a lot out 
of the whole experience.” 

*GREAT NEWS FOR OUR SIXTH FORM* The latest figures from the Department for Education 
reveal that Stokesley School has the second-highest proportion of students likely to get into a 
top Russell Group University of any other state school in Teesside. The Russell Group is a collection of 24 

universities - including Oxford and Cambridge - with a shared focus on research and a reputation for academic achievement. 
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YEAR 8 STUDENTS ENJOY ACTION-PACKED, LITERARY  VISIT TO LONDON  
A group of forty, lucky Year 8 students embarked on a fantastic trip to London which                               

involved: a tour of Shakespeare’s Globe, a West End performance of  Matilda the                            
Musical, an overnight stay in a Premier Inn, and finished off with a quick shopping spree                         

and a visit to the Warner Bros Studio, to see the amazing Harry Potter exhibition. Students                      
said: “It was the best trip we have ever been on!”  

The group started out early at 8am and arrived at                        
Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre at 3pm, however, the long 
journey was no problem because the day’s activities were  
off to a flying start with a few, adrenaline-charged, games of 
Bingo (with added comedic commentary by staff) to keep 
everyone entertained on the way!  

The Globe Theatre is situated right in the heart of London 
and the students had a very interesting guided tour, finding 
out historical facts and secrets of Elizabethan and Jacobean 
life. They were even lucky enough to see professional actors 
in rehearsal and were thoroughly captivated, watching the 
director choreograph a famous fight scene for the                             
performance of Henry V (Act IV Scene 8) which is part of the 
Globe’s summer programme.  

Back on the  bus for a guided journey of London, with                   
Wendy (the wonderful tour guide) giving a brief                                
commentary on the key landmarks of our capital:                             
Buckingham Palace, Baker Street, Hyde Park and Lord’s 
Cricket Ground, then off to Pizza Express!  

After a brisk walk to the Cambridge Theatre, the students 
watched the multi-award-winning show ‘Matilda the                         
Musical!’ This was a spellbinding and flawless performance 
by a cast made up of, mostly, child actors. Their talent was 
simply breath-taking!    

On Friday, the group started with a full English breakfast at 
the Premier Inn and then headed out to the coach for 9am 
for another jam- packed day of events. At Westfield                     
Shopping Centre they had a couple of hours to browse and 
pick up some great bargains.    

Finally, what the students had all been waiting for…the 
Warner Bros Tour of Harry Potter! This was truly spectacular 
and they were very privileged to be VIP visitors, who were 
given early access to the newly-opened installation of                  
Gringotts Wizarding Bank. They also stepped into the                     
incredible sets of The Great Hall, Diagon Alley and the                      
Forbidden Forest; explored the collection of beautifully 
crafted iconic props and discovered the artistry in the                   
costumes of the wizarding world by participating in a                         
workshop called, ‘Behind the Seams’.  

This amazing trip, organised by Mrs Timney and Mr Alcock, 
was also supervised by Mrs Fox and Miss Lightwing.                          
Although this was an action-packed, and a very busy couple 
of days, the students displayed exemplary behaviour at all 
times and it was a real pleasure for the staff to  spend time 
with them. Well done to Year 8! 

 



16 

16161616161616  

                                          

ACADEMIC 
 CELEBRATING IN STYLE AT THE YEAR 13  

The sun shone on the 24th May for our Year 13 Presentation. Students, parents and                    
staff turned out in their finery to enjoy a review of the students’ careers at                               

school which included a walk down memory lane as well as a tribute to their                               
outstanding contribution to the life of the school.  

This celebration is seen as a rite of passage as these young people were leaving their school and moving on to take 
up places at prestigious universities or to embrace new career opportunities or gap year challenges. The review was 
followed by a prize-giving ceremony and a valedictory address which was delivered by the Headteacher, Mrs                     
Millett. The delightful event culminated in a celebratory reception which was enjoyed by all.  A roll call of all the 
award winners is opposite.  Please enjoy browsing the image gallery below.  
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Biology Excellence Ewan Atkinson 

Biology Outstanding progress Ruby Byrne 

Chemistry Excellence Lucy Davison 

Chemistry Outstanding progress Matthew Hughes 

Economics Excellence Isaac Weyell 

Economics Outstanding progress Matthew Hughes 

English Language Excellence Ella Murton 

English Language Outstanding progress Grace Milburn 

English Literature Excellence Grace McConnell 

English Literature Outstanding progress Eleanor Twigg 

French Excellence Hugh O'Hare 

French Outstanding progress Akosua Mireku 

Geography Excellence Molly Caygill 

Geography Outstanding progress Will Seymour 

German Excellence Rebekah Villiers 

German Outstanding progress Isabella Richardson 

History Outstanding progress Olivia Roberts 

History Excellence + Brocklehurst Prize Thomas Jones 

Maths Excellence Jack Ashurst 

Maths Outstanding progress Emily Dixon 

Further Maths Excellence Matthew Calvert 

Music Excellence Matthew Hutchinson 

Physics Excellence Matthew Calvert 

Physics Outstanding progress Mia Robinson 

Product Design Engineering Excellence Olivia Roberts 

Product Design Engineering Outstanding progress Libby Wiseman 

Psychology Excellence Annabel Weston 

Psychology Outstanding progress Lorna Redpath 

Spanish Excellence Mia Robinson 

Spanish Outstanding progress Thomas Jones 

Music Ruffer Prize * Lucy Davison 

Head Boy Service to the School  Joe Denny 

Head Girl Service to the School  Olivia Dell-Price 

Ruffer Prize * - for work promoting music with younger pupils through Lucy’s excellent work with wind 
band and flute quartet 

*STUDENT OF THE YEAR AWARD: LUCY DAVISON* 

ROLL CALL OF AWARD WINNERS  
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ALUMNUS SEAN DEVEREUX TALKS DESIGN, ROBOTS AND LOTS OF LEGO! 

We were delighted to have the opportunity to talk to ex-student Sean Devereux.  Read on                     
to find out what he has been getting up to since he left us. 

I’ve been an employee of Labman Automation, a bespoke robotics manufacturer 
based in Seamer, just outside of Stokesley for three years. My journey towards this 
career in engineering all began at Stokesley School and Sixth Form. 

Labman make a diverse range of weird and wonderful machines for large                             
companies all over the world. Companies typically come across our robots on 
YouTube or our website, before coming to us to see if we can automate their                 
laboratory process. These companies often have laboratory technicians doing very 
tedious and boring jobs, like moving liquids from one vial to another, or rubbing 
shampoo samples into hair! Our robots free up lab technicians so their time and 
expertise can be better utilised doing things like analysing data or conducting                    
research - things that could lead to revolutionary drug advancements, or better 
shampoo. 

I am currently a Senior Project Leader at Labman. My job involves identifying                          
requirements for the robotic systems with customers, designing the robots in CAD, 

and leading the project team during the build of the robot. As well as this, I also 
look after Labman’s environmental impact, organise social events and get the pork 
pies on ‘Friday Pie-day’! 

Apart from all the time I spent playing with Lego as a kid, my real interest in design 
and engineering kicked off during college, where I did A-levels in Product Design, 
Maths and Physics. Maths and Physics were necessary to give me grounding in the 
fundamentals of engineering, but my love for what I do came from Product Design. 
I found the process of designing, making and delivering a finished product                        
extremely rewarding. Presenting all the work in a clear and understandable format 
for the coursework seemed to come naturally to me too. The experience from 
those classes and the knowledge passed down by Mr Stevens and Mr Simpson     
definitely helped guide me to where I am now. 

After Stokesley I went on to study a Masters in Product Design Engineering at 
Loughborough. University provided me with a greater technical understanding in 
areas of design and engineering, but the priceless experience I gained there was in 
teamwork and self-management. Juggling countless team projects, late-nights 
working and socialising, whilst keeping my self-fed and on time for lectures has 
shaped me into the person I am today! I first worked for Labman doing a year in 
industry between my 3rd and 4th years at Uni. 

Labman has been perfect for me. The work is interesting, you are given lots of                  
responsibility, it is local, family-owned, and all the people I work with in the                        
open-plan office are friendly and like-minded.   

If you love your STEM subjects, building things, fixing things, or just love playing 
with Lego, then don’t hesitate to get in touch!  
https://www.labmanautomation.com/jobs/ 

Sean in fancy dress for a                              

college fundraiser 

Explaining to our students about 

life at Labman  

Sean Devereux, Senior Project 

Leader at Labman Automation 

Sean, dressed up and ready for his 

Year 13 Prom! 

Sean is a regular and valued supporter 

of our careers events  

Sean says: “Labman has been                  

perfect for me.” 

https://www.labmanautomation.com/jobs/
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July                                                                                                                             
1st-2nd    Year 11, Sixth Form Induction Days 

Tuesday 9th   Sports Day 

10th-12th   Year 6 Induction Days 

Wednesday 10th  Year 6 Uniform Sizing, 3:30-6:30pm   

11-12th    Whole School + Year 6 Uniform Sizing, 3:30-6:30pm  

Monday 15th   Years 7-10 Attendance Rewards Trip 

16th-17th    High School Musical 

Thursday 18th   Creative Careers Information Evening 

Friday 19th   School closes at 12:30pm 

September                                                                                                                            

Wednesday 4th  School opens for Years 7 and 12 

Thursday 5th    School opens for all Years 

Friday 27th   PTA Coffee Morning, Stokesley Town Hall 

October                                                                                                                            

Thursday 3rd   Open Evening 

Friday 4th   Training Day 

Friday 25th   School closes 

November                                                                                                                          

Monday 4th   School opens 

Thursday 7th   Year 13 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 29th   Training Day 

December                                                                                                                      

Thursday 12th   Year 11 Parents’ Evening                                                                  

Friday 20th   School closes 

DIARY DATES 

T:  01642 710050 |    E:  office@stokesleyschool.org |     W: stokesleyschool.org 
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20202020202020  LOOKING BACK 
 As another school year draws to a close, I hope you enjoy looking back  and                                 

remembering some of its many highlights. 
 

Mrs Hannah Millett, Headteacher 


