
 

 

 
 
 
20th May 2019 
 
 
Dear Year 8 Parent/ Carer, 
 

Year 8 into Year 9 and beyond 
 
Year 8 is coming to an end with your son/daughter soon about to start Year 9.  There are some important 
points to which we would like to draw your attention. 
 
Planning for GCSEs 
In the second term of Year 9 students will start to make their option choices for GCSE.  These will be the new 
GCSEs that were brought in as part of the Government reforms for first teaching from 2016 for examination in 
2018.  The new GCSEs are designed to be more demanding than current GCSEs. 
 
A key expectation of the Government reforms is that all pupils should take at least 5 GCSEs in what are known 
as facilitating subjects.  This is referred to as the English Baccalaureate and includes Maths, English, two 
Sciences, a Humanity and a Language.  The idea is that by taking a broad core of subjects, no student, from any 
background, should have doors closed to future progression e.g. going to university or securing a higher level 
apprenticeship. 
 
Students studying the full English Baccalaureate will eventually become the norm and therefore it is important 
to ensure that the current Year 9 students are equally well-qualified as those who will follow in the next few 
years.  Our recommendation, therefore, is that most of our Year 9 students will take the English Baccalaureate, 
as have the majority of our students ever since its first introduction. 
 
The Year 9 Timetable 
Our design of next year’s Year 9 timetable takes all this into account.  For the most part, the Year 9 timetable 
will be the same as that in Year 8 with students continuing to further their knowledge, skills and understanding 
in Maths, English, Science, History, Geography, PE, RE and a Language. 
 
Students will take three ‘personalised options’ selected from: Art, Dance, DT, Drama, Food/Textiles, 
ICT/Computing, Music and can continue studying two languages if they are already doing so.  The students will 
have two lessons a week of each option for the duration of Year 9, giving them more time to deepen their 
knowledge of their chosen subjects. 
 
In order to complete the timetabling process for Year 9, please complete the form at the end of this letter and 
return it to your son/daughter’s tutor no later than Friday 24th May. 
 

 
Rob McGreal 
Assistant Principal 
  

HEADTEACHER: Mrs H L Millett 



 

 

Personalised Options: 
 
Art 
If you choose art you will explore specialised areas of art and design in greater depth.  These will be wide 
ranging e.g. include digital portraits, ceramics, large sculpture, life drawing and abstract painting. You will have 
lots of choice and will get a taste of what it is like to be an Art Student.  The experience will be useful as a 
preparation for GCSE, but can be chosen simply for the pleasure of learning new creative techniques. 
 
Drama 
In drama we will be focusing on the devising and performance skills.  These are skills which are useful for GCSE 
Drama but also build up your abilities to be creative, confident and a good team worker.  We will be 
performing monologues and duologues from the play Find Me and also devising work based on real life events. 
We will also be looking at comedy in Drama and focusing on the play ‘One Man, Two Guvnors’. 
 
Music 
If you choose music you will be developing your interest in performing, composing and arranging.  As part of 
the course, you will need to be willing to make use of your chosen instrument/ voice or develop music 
technology skills as well as being able to explore basic skills of playing instruments such as guitar and drum kit. 
 
Units will include popular music, music for film and TV, developing performance skills and techniques, learning 
basic sound recording skills and experience aspects of the music industry. 
 
You do not have to take art, music or drama in Year 9 if you are interested in doing GCSEs in these subjects. 
 
Dance 
The dance course in y9 will lead to a fully recognised BTEC qualification that is the equivalent of a GCSE.  If you 
choose dance then you will complete this course this year.  The course covers: an introduction to dance 
including studying different styles; students then specialise in one style and produce a group and solo 
performance piece that will be performed in an evening show that parents are invited to attend. 
 
The students will also sit an exam on Preparation for Working in Industry, the topics include studying 
professional practitioners in technical and performing roles.  Lastly, the students study Production, using the 
skills they have learnt to choreograph and produce a performance piece on an agreed theme. 
 
Design Technology 
Do you like to design and make things?  If yes, this is the exciting practical course with opportunities for you to 
produce a number of original products.  These will include: 

 a metal gift with packaging 
 a domino keyring made of brass to practise your accurate engineering skills 
 an ancient Chinese wooden puzzle to practise your wood working skills. 

   
  



 

 

Food Technology 
Do you like experimenting with ingredients trying new flavour combinations and using exciting ingredients?  
Then Food Technology is the course for you.  We will be covering: 

 skills to support students taking Hospitality and catering in the future 
 looking at foods from around the world, including spice use and curry dishes 
 we will study Food Safety and the nutritional value of foods 
 bakery activities in a Mad Hatter’s tea party theme. 

   
 
You do not have to take Design Technology or Food in Year 9 if you are interested in doing GCSEs in these 
subjects. 
 
ICT/Computing 
If you choose to study Computing/ICT as an option in Y 
ear 9 you will learn a lot of different things to do with computers including how they work and how to use 
applications for different purposes. 
 
You will get a flavour of Computing and learn a programming language called Python; an easy to learn but very 
powerful language. We will cover more about how computers can be used effectively in business and research 
when we learn about how to use applications to create advanced databases and spreadsheets.  And for those 
who are interested in the way computers can be used in a more creative way, you will also learn how to use 
Photoshop and animation software. 
 
If you are thinking that you might want to study Computing at GCSE or one of the ICT based GCSEs then 
choosing this option is not compulsory but would give you a fantastic head start. 
 
Single Language (French OR German) 
All students will follow our new programme of study as a platform for the new GCSE. Key assessments, 
including speaking and writing preparation, will be routinely completed. 
 
Students will carry on taking three periods of the Language they are currently studying in Year 8.  Students 
currently taking French and German who wish to only continue with one, may choose whether they wish to 
continue with French or German.  Students may only take a GCSE if they study that Language in Year 9. 
 
All four skill areas (listening, speaking, reading and writing) will be further developed with students gaining 
valuable and crucial communication skills for their future.  Students carrying on with French will have the 
opportunity to acquire a deeper insight into the French culture with the possibility of a French Home Stay visit 
to Paris. 
 
Double Languages (Both French and German) 
Students currently learning French and German have the opportunity to continue with both Languages.  They 
will develop all four skill areas and their communication skills in both languages. 
 
Students who are considering taking two Languages at GCSE must take a Double Languages option as part of 
their personalised option programme. 
  



 

 

  



 

 

 

Name  ..................................................................................  Tutor Group   ................................................  

 

Year 8 – Timetable Preferences for Year 9, September 2019 

 

1. Language Choice (you can only choose German if you currently do it) 

 

French only  German only  

 

Both, must include as one of your choices below  

 

2. Personalised Option 

Please rank the following subjects 1 to 3, with 1 being your most preferred, 2 your second preferred and 3 

your third preferred subject and mark on one reserve option with an R.  The number of places on each 

course is fixed, so if you are unlucky in not getting your preferred subjects we will try to get you your 

reserve option. 

 

Art  Drama  Music  ICT  

DT  Food  Dance  
Continue with 

second language 
 

 

Any further comments: 

..........................................................................................................................................................................  

..........................................................................................................................................................................  

..........................................................................................................................................................................  

..........................................................................................................................................................................  

..........................................................................................................................................................................  

 

Please return this form to your Form Tutor by Friday 24th May 2019 

 

We have discussed this together.  We understand that whilst school staff will do their best to meet our 

preferences, we understand that issues such as group size, staffing and cost have to be considered and there is 

therefore no guarantee that our top preferences will be met. 

 

Student Signature  .................................................................................  Date  .....................................  

Parent Signature  .................................................................................  Date  .....................................  


