
 

 
 
23rd May 2019 
 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 

 

I am writing to let you know about a change to our tutor group system from September 2019. Tutor groups 

are an important part of the school’s approach to pastoral care, which exists to meet the personal, 

wellbeing and academic needs of students. Each morning, our children join with others in their tutor group 

to ensure they are ready to learn for the day ahead: this involves a range of activities including equipment 

checks, logging achievement points and discussing attendance and/or behaviour targets. A good tutor and 

tutor system is pivotal in ensuring any barriers to learning are removed at the start of the day and a strong 

foundation exists upon which academic progress can be built. 

 

The school currently operates a tutor group system whereby each tutor group is made up of pupils across 

years 7-11. Following discussions with staff and governors, and monitoring of the current system over 

time, including student voice activities, we have agreed that we can support our students more effectively 

by operating a system whereby tutor groups are made up of pupils from within the same year i.e. year 7 

tutor groups, year 8 tutor groups and so on up to year 11. 

 

A support structure by year group will allow us to use tutor time more productively and bring greater 

benefits to students. For example, we will be able to focus specifically on year group programmes, such 

as Accelerated Reader, which raises students’ literacy levels and improves their achievement across all 

subjects. We will be able to better support years 10 and 11 with the pressures of GCSE exams through 

bespoke revision and mindfulness sessions. We will be able to better help our youngest students with the 

step up to secondary school through a strong transition programme led by a ‘static’ Head of Year 7 who 

will develop expertise in this area, working alongside local primary schools. We will have more 

opportunities to support students in years 8 and 9 to make informed choices about their subject options; 

and further improve our growing careers provision so that it is more tailored to students at the same stage 

of their educational journey. In short, the move to same year tutor groups will provide the platform for 

delivering age-appropriate provision and assemblies on both academic and personal, social and health 

matters, which can be immediately followed up in form time under the supervision of their tutor. 

 

It is important in making this change that we do not lose the more significant benefits of the current tutor 

group system. Benefits such as making opportunities for older students to help guide those younger than 

themselves; and for all age groups to work collaboratively and interact socially. To this end, we will 

develop a new system of student leadership throughout the next academic year, training older students 

to become prefects, and mentors for their younger peers. We also intend to review our extra-curricular 

provision across the school as enrichment opportunities beyond the classroom provide the ideal vehicle 

for students from different age groups to interact socially with one another. 
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very decision we make is in the best interests of our children, and to ensure we can provide the strongest 

educational experience for each of them. We know that you may have some questions about this change 

and will appreciate more information on what it will look like in practice. We have, therefore, created a 

‘Frequently Asked Questions’ document which is attached to this letter and uploaded to our website in 

the ‘Letters Home’ section. Please feel free to consult the FAQ document and if you have any questions 

or comments that are not covered within it, please do send them through to the following email address: 

tutorgroupchange@stokesleyschool.org. We will review every email up to and including Friday 14th June 

2019 and will both reply to you directly and, if appropriate, add your question to the FAQ document for 

the benefit of everyone. 

 

As ever, thank you for your support as we continue our drive to ensure Stokesley School is the best it can 

be for our children. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Mrs H.L. Millett 

Headteacher 
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