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Qualifications 

Entry Level Qualifications 
• These are called Entry Level Certificates. 
• They develop basic knowledge, understanding 

and skills in a particular subject or area. 
 
They build confidence and help people to prepare for 
further learning, work and independent living. 

GCSEs achieved at New Grades 1 - 3  
and other qualifications considered to be of a  similar 
level of difficulty  
E.g.  BTEC, OCR Cambridge National 

Level 1 Qualifications 

GCSEs achieved at New Grades 4 - 9 
and other qualifications considered to be of a 
similar level of difficulty.  
E.g.  BTEC, OCR Cambridge National 

Level 2 Qualifications 

A Levels achieved at grades A*-E,  
and other qualifications considered to be of a  
similar level of difficulty  
E.g.  BTEC National Level 3   
  Level 3 Technical Award 

Level 3 Qualifications 



Reformed GCSEs  
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Grade 5 is positioned in the top third of the marks for a current grade C and the bottom third of the marks 
for a current grade B.   As the new GCSEs are intended to be of a higher standard than the ones they are re-
placing, it is expected that a grade 5 will be considered to be the threshold for a ‘good pass’. 
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 New Level 2 Qualifications 

 New GCSEs have been introduced as follows : 
• English and Maths - first examination was in 2017   
• Science, History, Geography, Languages and most other subjects - first examination was in 2018  
• Business Studies - first examination this year in 2019.  
• Assessment will be mainly by exam, with other types of assessment used only where they are needed 

to test essential skills.  Courses will no longer be divided into different modules and students will take 
all their exams in one period at the end of their course. 

 
 New Technical Awards 
• Nationally recognised alternative to GCSEs, each equivalent to a full GCSE 
• Focus on vocational learning, up to 60% of course portfolio based. 
• More practical, less theoretical 
• Can progress onto Level 3 qualifications 
• Grading system of Level 2 Distinction* (8/9), Level 2 Distinction (7), Level 2 Merit (6), Level 2 Pass 

(4/5), Level 1 Distinction (3), Level 1 Merit (2), Level 1 Pass (1). 
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The English Baccalaureate 

“Government Reforms have been designed to ensure that all pupils have the 
opportunity to study a broad core of subjects, ensuring that doors are not closed off 
to them in terms of future progression. For example, for pupils hoping to go to 
university, The Russell Group guide on making informed choices for post-16 
education identifies ‘facilitating subjects’ at A level. These are the subjects most 
likely to be required or preferred for entry to degree courses and ones that will keep 
the most options open. The subjects they identify are those included in the English 
Baccalaureate – mathematics, English, physics, biology, chemistry, geography, 
history and languages (classical and modern).” 

At Stokesley School we believe that the English Baccalaureate provides a good basis for 
an academic programme which best suits the majority of our students. It provides a 
strong foundation for students’ next steps in education and / or training, equipping 
them well for success in an increasingly competitive global society.   
 
The Government has plans for the vast majority of students to take the English 
Baccalaureate (up to 90% nationally by 2025). This will eventually become the norm 
and therefore it is important to ensure that the current Year 9 students are equally well
-qualified as those who will follow in the next few years.  Our recommendation, 
therefore, is that most of our Year 9 students will take the English Baccalaureate, as 
have the majority of our students ever since its first introduction.  
 
Aside from the English Baccalaureate, we do our best to provide a curriculum which  
offers choice and enables students to develop their particular interests and talents; we 
include a breadth of option subjects to accommodate and foster these. 

To achieve the English Baccalaureate students need to achieve 5 to 9 GCSE passes in all 
of English, maths, two sciences, a language, and a humanity (history or geography). 

All students will take English, maths and science and follow one of these three 
pathways as recommended on the accompanying letter: 

The Green Pathway : 
The English Baccalaureate 

A Language is recommended alongside at least 
one of  geography and history leaving two further 
options 

The Orange Pathway :  
Partial English Baccalaureate 

At least one of geography and history leaving 
three further options 
 

The Yellow Pathway : 
A vocational pathway  

Our ‘Bridge’ programme leaving two further 
options, ideally from our offer of more vocational 
awards  

 

http://media.education.gov.uk/assets/files/pdf/r/the%20russell%20group%20guide%20on%20making%20informed%20choices%20for%20post%2016%20education.pdf
http://media.education.gov.uk/assets/files/pdf/r/the%20russell%20group%20guide%20on%20making%20informed%20choices%20for%20post%2016%20education.pdf


 Guidance 
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• Look at all your options before you make a 
decision. 

• Don’t fall into the trap of thinking that some 
subjects are only for boys and some only for girls – 
this is not true. 

• If you have a firm career idea, choose subjects 
that you will need for the next stage of your 
career journey – the ones you need to go into 
further or higher education or into an 
apprenticeship or job with training. 

• If you don’t have a firm career idea, choose 
subjects that will allow you to keep your options 
open. 

• Don’t be afraid to ask for help and advice from 
your teachers, Head of House, careers adviser and 
others. 

Choosing an Option 

Do choose a course  
because: 
 
• you are good at and think you will enjoy 

the subject 
• it links to a career idea 
• it will go well with your other choices 
• it will help you develop knowledge and 

skills that interest you 
• it will keep your options open in the 

future 
• you think that you might want to 

continue studying it after Year 11 
• your research shows that it will interest 

you and motivate you to learn. 

Do not choose a course 
because: 
 
• your friends have chosen it 
• you think it will be easy 
• you think it is a good course for a boy/

girl to do 
• someone else thinks that it is a good 

idea 
• you like the teacher you have now 
• you didn’t have time to research your 

options properly. 

Helpful resources     
The student dashboard of our website has a link to 
“start”.  This is a careers website that students can login 
to and investigate what careers may suit them and what 
qualification s may be needed.  Student login details are 
the same as their school ones and their password is their 
date of birth in the form ddmmyyyy 

Hot tip 
Your choices don’t have to be job related. It’s fine to 
choose some subjects simply because you enjoy or are 
good at them. Very few of the choices you make now 
will stop you from changing direction at the end of Year 
11.  
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+1 from list A 
All pathways 
Art (Ar) 
Business Studies (Bs) 
Child Development (Cd) 
Design Technology (DT) 
Engineering (Eng) 
French (Fr)  
Spanish (Sp) 
Travel and Tourism (TT) 
Triple Science (Ts) 

                       SUBJECT PREFERENCES Subject code 

Preferred subject from  LIST A    

Preferred subject from  LIST B    

Preferred subject from  LIST C   

Preferred subject from  LIST D   

Reserve subject (any list)  

Optional After-school subject  

Please ask your tutor to check through the completed form and then return it to your tutor by Friday 22nd 
March but no earlier than the Face to Face meeting with your tutor that week 

We have discussed together these subject choices.  We understand that whilst school staff will do their best to 
meet these, we may be asked to reconsider if it turns out that group sizes become too small and unviable to 
run. We recognise that the school will decide which subject is taken in which option block. 
 
Name of student  :     Tutor Group :   Checked by tutor: 
 
Student Signature :     Date :  
 
Parent Signature :     Date :  

+1 from list B 
All pathways 
Art (Ar) 
Business Studies (Bs) 
Design Technology (DT)
Drama (Dr) 
Engineering (Eng) 
Health & Social Care (Hsc) 
Hospitality and Catering 
(Hc) 
ICT (ICT) 
Triple Science (Ts) 
 

Which Pathway are you following? Please tick 

Green Pathway (Full English Baccalaureate, must choose Gg or Hi and Fr or Sp)    

Orange Pathway (Partial English Baccalaureate, must choose Gg or Hi)   

Yellow Pathway (Vocational Pathway - Bridge)       

Please let us know if there is a subject 
in any list that you are unable to opt for 
due to a clash.  It might just be possible 

for this to happen - but no promises! 

If possible I would prefer to take  
 

_______   instead of  ________ 

+ 1 from list C 
Green and Orange 
Computing (Co) 
Engineering (Eng) 
French (Fr) 
Geography (Gg) 
Spanish (Sp) 
Hospitality and Catering 
(Hc) 
GCSE PE (PE) 
Religious Studies (RS) 
Triple Science (Ts) 

Yellow Pathway 
Bridge 

+ 1 from list D 
Green and Orange 
Geography (Gg) 
History (Hi) 

Yellow Pathway 
Bridge 

Students must choose their option subjects as follows depending on their pathway: 

Students on the Green Pathway must choose one from each list (A, B, C, D) and it is recommended 
they choose at least one of French or Spanish within that. 

Students on the Orange Pathway must choose one from each list (A, B, C, D)  

Students on the yellow pathway must choose one subject from list A and one from list B.  They will 
also study Bridge which is a double option in list C and D (automatic choice for students on yellow 
pathway). 

After-school subjects 
Music (Mu) 



GCSE English Language 
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‘Language matters, it shapes thought.’  
Dorothy L. Sayers 

Three reasons to study English Language 
1. You will develop your skills of comparison and 

evaluation of all types of texts. 
2. You will improve your writing skills. 
3.    You will learn to critically analyse your own 

writing.  

 What students have to say about Language 
“Language has helped me to understand texts in 
other subjects.” 
 

“I love that we get to write our own stories.” 

Course content 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

50% of the total GCSE 

For this exam, you will learn how to identify and comment on literary techniques and then create 
your own piece of imaginative writing. 

The reading and writing sections of this paper are linked by a theme. 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives  

50% of the total GCSE 

For this exam, you will analyse a wide variety of non fiction texts and produce your own non 
fiction text to present a point of view 

The reading and writing sections of this paper are linked by a theme. 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• Studying English Language will help you access many different careers including: journalism, law and 

politics, to name but a few. 



GCSE English Literature 

 ‘The book to read is not the one that 

thinks for you but the one which makes 

you think.’ 
Harper Lee 

Three reasons to study Literature 
1. You will have the opportunity to read 

literature from different historical times. 
2. You will be able to improve your analytical 

skills. 
3.    You will have time to discuss your views with 

others and therefore develop new ways of 
thinking. 

 What students have to say about Literature 
“Literature teaches you to think about the human 
condition.” 
 

“Some literature is very challenging to read but all 
literature helps improve your vocabulary.” 

Course content 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel 

40% of the total GCSE 

You will study Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde and  a Shakespeare text while learning how to write 
analytical essays in preparation for this exam. 

Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry 

60% of the total GCSE 

You will study a An Inspector Calls and a collection of poems and how to analyse and comment 
on unseen texts. 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• Career opportunities are endless. The study of English Literature will open the doors to a wide 

variety of professions and help prepare you for studying at A Level and university.  
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GCSE Mathematics 
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Three reasons why maths is important 
1. Mathematics is used by people on a regular 

basis at work and in everyday life. 
2. Many courses and jobs require a minimum 

GCSE grade in mathematics. 
3. Mathematics helps you to approach 

problems in a logical manner. 

 What students have to say about maths 
“I like maths because I like solving problems - it’s kind 
of nice to know that you have got the right answer.” 
 

“I like maths because it makes you think, but you 
don’t have to write long essays or do coursework!” 
 

“I like maths because the lessons are broken up into 
different activities.” 

Course content: 
The new GCSE mathematics course has a much bigger focus on using the mathematics learnt to solve 
problems both in and out of a mathematical context.  This means many more real life applications of the 
maths learnt and more problems to solve that test your understanding. 
 

The course is split into three examinations, all taken at the end of the course.  One of these is non-
calculator and the other two are calculator exams. 
 

The course covers roughly the same material as the old GCSE.  This includes number (percentages, 
surds, bounds, fractions), algebra (solving equations, rearranging formulae, expanding and factorising), 
geometry (angles, Pythagoras’ Theorem, trigonometry, area and volume) and handling data (averages, 
graphs, probability).  There is also some new content such as kinematics and inverse and composite 
functions. 
 

GCSE mathematics will still be tiered in entry, with the higher tier exam covering Grades 4—9 and the 
foundation tier covering Grades 1—5, with Grade 5 being defined as the new “Good Pass”. 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
Here are some careers that may interest you which include maths. There are many more!  
 Engineering    Statistician    Economics    Computing  
 Accountancy  Architecture    Airline Pilot   Finance 
 Teaching   Business Management  Planning   Banking 

‘It is magic until you understand it 

and it is mathematics thereafter.’ 



English Baccalaureate Subjects  

 

   
 All students will take science or triple science  
 
        
 Students following the green pathway should take: 

 
               at least one language -  
     French or Spanish 

 
 as well as at least one of  - 
   geography or history          
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Course content: 
 
Biology 

• Cell biology 
• Organisation 
• Infection and response 
• Bioenergetics 
• Homeostasis and response 
• Inheritance, variation and  

evolution 
• Ecology 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Chemistry 

• Atomic structure and the 
periodic table 

• Bonding, structure and 
properties of matter 

• Quantitative chemistry 
• Chemical changes 
• Energy changes 
• The rate and extent of 

chemical change 
• Organic chemistry 
• Chemical analysis 
• Chemistry of the atmosphere 
• Using resources 

 
 

Physics 

• Energy 
• Electricity 
• Particle model of matter 
• Atomic structure 
• Forces 
• Waves 
• Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 
 
 
 
 

 GCSE Combined Science 

“Equipped with his five senses, man explores the universe 

around him and calls the adventure science.”   Edwin Hubble 
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Three reasons to take science 
1. It develops an understanding and appreciation 

of the world in which we live. 
2. It teaches a broad range of skills through a 

broad range of contexts. 
3.    It is useful and highly regarded in any career. 

 What students have to say about science 
“My confidence has grown as the course has 
gone on.” 
 

“I found science linked well with lots of my 
other subjects.” 
 

“I found the course really enjoyable.” 

(Double award) 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• Amongst many: medical and healthcare, sport and fitness, engineering, environmental science, 

geology, fashion, forensics, ecology, media, geology, exploration and maybe even into space! 

This is a double award—worth 2 GCSEs 



GCSE Triple Science 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• Science is useful in almost any career:  medical and healthcare, sport and fitness, engineering, 

environmental science, geology, fashion, forensics, ecology, media, geology, exploration (maybe space!) 

  

“A scientist is not a person who gives the right answers; 

he's one who asks the right questions.”  Claude Lévi-Strauss 
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Three reasons to take triple science 
1. It increases the breadth and depth of your 

scientific understanding.  
2. It gives you a better preparation for A-level 

Sciences and helps you to identify which you 
want to study. 

3.    It is very useful and highly regarded in any 
career. 

 What students have to say about triple science 
“I enjoyed being able to study science in more 
depth.” 
 

“I felt it gave me a head start for A-level sciences.” 
 

“I have enjoyed the wide variety of science that you 
get to learn about and the challenges it has 
brought. I like it a lot.” 

Biology 
• Cell biology 
• Organisation 
• Infection and response 
• Bioenergetics 
• Homeostasis and response 
• Inheritance, variation and  

evolution 
• Ecology 
 
 
 
 
 

Chemistry 
• Atomic structure and the 

periodic table 
• Bonding, structure and 

properties of matter 
• Quantitative chemistry 
• Chemical changes 
• Energy changes 
• The rate and extent of 

chemical change 
• Organic chemistry 
• Chemical analysis 
• Chemistry of the atmosphere 
• Using resources 

Physics 
• Forces 
• Energy 
• Waves 
• Electricity 
• Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 
• Particle model of matter 
• Atomic structure 
• Space physics 

(Three separate GCSEs) 



  GCSE Geography 

“Geography is the subject that holds the 

key to our future.”  Michael Palin 
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Three reasons to take geography 
1. It looks at the real world, real places and real 

issues!  
2. It helps you to shape a sustainable future! 
3.    The opportunity to be a geographer in action 

on field trips in the UK and abroad. 

 What students have to say about geography 
“Geography is interesting and always challenging.” 
 

“We learn a variety of topics in interesting ways.” 
 

“It helps you to make sense of what is going on in 
the world, a skill that I will use for the rest of my 
life.” 

Course content:  
We cover a wide range of topics over the course including case studies which are up-to-date, relevant 
and most importantly interesting to learn about.  Below are just a few of the areas we will study: 
• The challenge of natural hazards and how people live with and manage the impacts of 

earthquakes, volcanoes and tropical storms. 
• Extreme weather in the UK: why did Cumbria and Scotland suffer from flooding over Christmas? 
• The importance of tropical rainforests and the challenges we face in protecting them in a world 

that demands products from them. 
• How can towns and cities across the world be managed sustainably now over 50% of the planet’s 

population is urban? 
• Can the UK keep the lights on? Can we meet our future energy needs with unrest in the Middle 

East, falling gas and oil production in the UK and USA, political tensions with Russia, 7bn people 
on planet earth and a global agreement to cut CO2 emissions? 

We also get out of the classroom and study geography in action, with fieldwork at a range of locations 
from the UK to Italy. 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• Career opportunities are many and varied. Many employers are looking for students who 

understand how the world works and can adapt to new situations. The study of geography can lead 
wherever you want it to.  

• Well-known geography graduates include:  Prince William,  TV presenter Chris Tarrant, Olympic gold 
medal rowers Matthew Pinsent and James Cracknell, and Mother Teresa taught geography. 

Stokesley geographers 
looking into the crater 
of Mount Vesuvius , 
Italy.  



GCSE History 

Three reasons to take history 
1. Studying history helps to explain the world 

you live in. 
2. History is full of great stories. 
3.    The skills developed in history will help in all  
        your other subjects. 

 What students have to say about history 
“History is an interesting subject. It gives you skills 
for life, such as recognising bias and propaganda.” 
 

“It’s challenging, but it helps you to learn the history 
of your own country and the wider world.” 

Course Content: 
America, 1920–1973: Opportunity and Inequality  

This period study focuses on the development of the USA during a turbulent half century of 
change. It was a period of opportunity and inequality – when some Americans lived the 
'American Dream' whilst others grappled with the nightmare of discrimination and prejudice. 

 
Conflict and Tension, 1918–1939 

This wider world depth study enables students to understand the complex and diverse interests 
of different individuals and states. It focuses on the causes of the Second World War and seeks 
to show how and why conflict occurred and why it proved difficult to resolve the issues which 
caused it.  

 
Britain: Health and the People 

This thematic study will enable students to gain an understanding of how medicine and public 
health developed in Britain over a long period of time.  

 
Elizabethan England, c1568–1603 

This option allows students to study in depth a specified historical period - the last 35 years of 
Elizabeth I's reign.  
The study will focus on some major events of Elizabeth I’s reign considered from the economic, 
religious, political, social and cultural standpoint and arising controversies. 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• Career opportunities are endless. The study of history can lead wherever you want it to. Well-

known history graduates include: Jonathon Ross, Gordon Brown, Sebastian Coe, Michael Palin and 
Sacha Baron Cohen.  

"The farther backward you can look, the farther 

forward you are likely to see."  Winston Churchill 
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Course content 
 
Our course with AQA ensures crucial skills such as communication, thinking skills and resilience are 
developed. An open mind and an international outlook have never been more important!  
 
Students are expected to understand and provide information and opinions about themes relating to 
their own experiences and those of other people, including people in countries and communities where 
French and Spanish are spoken. 
 
Students will study 3 main themes:  

• Identity and culture 
• Local, national,  international and global areas of interest 
• Current and  future study and employment 

 
All four skills - listening, speaking, reading  and writing - will be assessed (foundation or higher level).  

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• There are many opportunities in hundreds of industries for people with language skills including: 

law, engineering, working in the international environment and business, industry, media, teaching, 
translating, journalism, the Foreign Office, the computer and IT industry (computer games 
translator or tester) ...  and so on.  GCSE Languages can help get you started! 

Three reasons to take a Modern Foreign Language 
1. Communicating in other languages is increasingly 

important in our society and our global economy. 
2. Learning a foreign language makes you more 

valuable to employers. 
3. MFL students often have the edge at interviews. 

 What students have to say about MFL 
“We do a wide range of activities.” 
 

“Learning a language is useful for life.” 
 

“The lessons are lively in the languages 
department.” 
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GCSE Modern Foreign Languages 
                French / Spanish 

“One language sets you in a corridor for life.  

Two languages open every door along the way.” 
Frank Smith 
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GCSE Fine Art 

"What a society deems important is 

enshrined in its art."    

Three reasons to take fine art 
1. You will experience a wide range of work by a 

variety of artists and gain an understanding 
of the creative techniques that they use.  

2. You will have the opportunity to develop 
your creativity, explore your own ideas and 
will gain a great deal of satisfaction from 
working in a subject where there are no right 
or wrong answers. 

3. You will develop a wide range of transferable 
skills including visual communication and 
creative problem solving. These skills will 
open up opportunities whether you pursue a 
career within the creative arts sector or 
choose to follow another path. 

 What students have said about fine art 
“I enjoyed having the freedom to explore my own 
ideas and learn about materials and techniques I 
hadn't used before.”  
 

“I enjoyed the pencil portrait. I didn't think I could 
draw people but portraits are now a big part of my 
work.”  
 

“I like that we were told what to do at first but got 
more choice and freedom as the course went on.” 
 

“I enjoyed learning how to use Photoshop to make 
objects look like they were melting.”  
 

“The homework is not as much as I thought but you 
need to do little and often to make sure you don't fall 
behind.” 

Course content: 
This is a hands-on course where practical skills are developed in drawing, painting, digital photography, 
sculpture and mixed media.  You will experiment with and explore techniques and materials, research, 
analyse and evaluate work, and develop your own personal ideas to produce unique artworks. 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• Students studying GCSE art would be able to progress onto AS and A Level courses as well as 

creative BTEC and Diploma courses, leading to either art foundation course and/or a variety of 
creative degree level courses.  

• These in turn would lead to a wide range of career options, including: architecture, advertising, 
film, media and marketing, photo journalism, fashion, graphic design, furniture design, interior 
design, jewellery design, web-site design, animation, game design, illustration, product design, art 
therapy, art education, stage crafts, costume design, gallery or museum work, etc. Artists may also 
become self employed as painters, sculptors, ceramicists, mural designers, etc. or as artists in 
residence within the public and private sectors. 
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GCSE Business Studies 

“A business has to be involving, it has to be fun, 

and it has to exercise your creative instincts.’’ 

Richard Branson 

Three reasons to take Business Studies 
1. Studying Business helps to explain the world 

you live in—whether local, national or global. 
2. Business is for problem solvers who can think 

creatively. 
3.    The skills developed in Business are the skills  
       needed for your other subjects. 

 What students have to say about Business Studies 
“Business is an interesting subject. It  has given me 
an insight into the real world.” 
 

“I’ve been surprised by the subject. I enjoy it and 
enjoy taking part in discussions.” 
 

“It’s an entertaining and useful way to learn about 
the real world, in school.’’ 

Course content 
Business Studies isn’t the study of ‘money’ but is about people and problem solving. You will imagine 
you are running a business and will be presented with problems to overcome in order to make it a 
success. The course covers these key areas: 

Unit 1: Influences of operations and HRM on 
business activity  
Business: types / objectives / location 
Business in the real world 
Influences on business 
Business operations 
Human resources 
People: recruitment, motivation, protection 
Production: job and batch production, service 

Unit 2: Influences of marketing and finance on 
business activity 
Business growth: organic, franchise, takeover 
Marketing: Boston Matrix, lifecycle, pricing  
                     strategies, promotional mix 
Finance: profit and loss accounts, balance sheets 

Future career / progression possibilities:  
• There is a huge list of future career opportunities: finance, banking or insurance, marketing, HR, etc.  
• The study of business can lead wherever you want it to. A knowledge of business is also important 

for consultancy, certain teaching jobs and for financial journalists.  
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Future career / progression possibilities 
Child development is relevant to many future careers, including : 
• Nursing, midwifery, occupational therapy, play therapy. 
• Child care, nanny, nursery nurse, play leader. 
• Social work, teaching (particularly Early Years and Primary). 

Course content 
Classroom-based learning including videos, speakers, discussion, product analysis, projects. 
There are 3 parts to the assessment. 
Unit 1   - Reproduction, parental responsibility, antenatal care, birth, postnatal checks, care, conditions 
for development, childhood illnesses and child safety.  Exam. 
Unit 2  -  Factors to be considered when choosing appropriate equipment to meet children’s needs.. 
Students to consider  nutrition and hygiene practices through practical and research work. Coursework. 
Unit 3  - Developing activities to observe development norms in children up to the age of five.  
Demonstrating an understanding of the development norms and the benefits of play in child 
development. Coursework 

Three reasons to take Child Development 
1. Challenging and relevant. 
2. A variety of coursework and activities 

linked to the under 5s. 
3. A good basis for many areas of work, 

learning and life! 

 What students have to say about child development 
““I like child development because it’s interesting and 
everything you learn I think would come in useful for the 
future.” 
 

“The coursework is really fun and you gain a lot from it.”  

“I believe the only real limits in life are the ones 

we put on ourselves and/or others.’’ 

Sally Fryer Dietz 
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Child Development 
 This is an OCR Cambridge National - equal to a GCSE. 



 GCSE Computing 

Three reasons to take computing 
1. New technology is having a huge impact on 

our lives. You could be one of the people in 
control of these changes or at least 
understand them a bit better. 

2. You will develop a logical, well-organised 
approach to subjects. 

3. If you do any kind of technical study in the 
future (e.g. a science or engineering degree) 
it will come in handy. 

 What students have said about computing 
 

“I’ve enjoyed working with computers and finding 
out what goes on inside them.” 
 

“It helps to be good at maths when it comes to 
programming.” 

Course content 
• What are the different bits inside a computer? 
• What does each bit do and how do they work together? 
• How do computers ‘think’? 
• How can we program computers to do what we want them to do? 
• What are the social implications - positive and negative -  of new technologies? 

 
If you are interested in learning the answers to these questions then computing is for you. 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
GCSE Computing can help get you started on a wide range of careers including : 
• 3D animation or graphic design, customer service, data entry, database, electronics technician or 

engineer, engineer, freelancer, hardware, networking or system administrator, programmer or 
software developer, quality assurance (QA), system analyst or tester, repair and fix, sales, technical 
support, (technician or help desk), technical writing, security expert, webmaster or web designer. 

“The computer was born to solve problems 

that did not exist before.”  Bill Gates 
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GCSE Design Technology 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• A-Level Product Design. 
• Apprenticeship in design engineering. 
• Higher Education studying architecture, graphic, product or engineering design. 

Course content 
The learning is mainly based around hands-on activities which involve a mixture of graphics, CADCAM 
and practical work. 
You will get the opportunity to work with a wide range of materials, including wood metal and plastics, 
and processes which will enable you to enhance the theoretical knowledge covered in lessons through 
practice. You will be given the option to specialise in timber in year 11 through accomplishing a major 
project. 
Many projects are student driven which will mean you can focus on your own personal interests and 
build these into the work you produce. 

Three reasons to take Design and Technology 
1. Design and Technology is about creativity and design flair 

alongside a high standard of making skills. It will involve 
you solving design problems using your own ideas and 
initiative.   

2. This will be backed up by your independent application of 
theoretical knowledge gained through practical 
experience and the challenges of a variety of projects. You 
will have the opportunity to use our advanced laser 
machines and 3D printers. 

3. All of your work will be related to real life and actual 
design situations so you can put your learning into 
context. Your final design task is linked to a given brief 
with the target market being identified. You will be given 
the freedom to modify your solution, allowing you to play 
to your own personal strengths. 

 What students have to say about 
Design and Technology 

“I really got into my work and was very 
pleased when I made a great final 
product.” 
 
“Design and Technology allowed me to 
demonstrate my creativity and design 
flair.” 
 
“The practical projects in Design and 
Technology gave me the chance to 
show how good I was at working with 
my hands.” 

“A great product isn’t just a collection of features.  

It’s how it all works together.”   Tim Cook    



GCSE Drama 

Future careers / Progression possibilities: 
You could… 

• Stay on at the Sixth Form and study AS/A2 drama and theatre studies. 
• Onto college then University, possibly drama school! But there is more to drama than being an 

actor. 
• Anywhere you want! Drama is great to have on a CV and employers like to see confident, 

articulate people who are able to communicate effectively – all things you’ll learn through Drama! 

Reasons to take drama 
Are you: 

• A keen performer? 
• Good at working in groups? A 

team player? 
• Wanting to develop confidence 

and self esteem? 
• A good communicator? 
• Creative and inventive - do you 

think outside the box? 
Then drama is for you! 

 What students have to say about drama 
“The best thing about drama is the sense of confidence it gives you. 

This confidence also helps you in other subjects, as you feel more 

articulate and happier to speak up and answer questions.” 

“The fact that the only limitation is your imagination means that 

drama gives you the freedom to be who you want to be. But most 

of all it’s good fun!” 

“I genuinely love my class. We have quite literally become best 

friends who always support and encourage each other.” 

Course content 
Devising:  creating your own performance in a small group; writing about the process; and building a 
portfolio. 
Performing: two extracts from a play where you will be assessed on your acting or technical support. 
Written exam: you will explore and study one play; you will write a review of a play you have been to 
see. 

“Like theatre, drama in schools can unlock the use of imagination, 

intellect, empathy and courage. Through it, ideas, responses and 

feelings can be expressed and communicated. It carries the 

potential to challenge, to question and to bring about change.”  

                                                                            Jude Kelly 
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Engineering  
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Future career / progression possibilities: 
• There are a huge number of possible careers in manufacturing or engineering. Some require 

practical skills and creative ideas, others need you to be good at maths and science.  Examples 
include: agricultural engineer, auto electrician, broadcast engineer, CAD technician, civil engineer,  
ergonomist,  manufacturing systems engineer,  materials engineer, mechanical engineer, motor 
vehicle technician, naval architect, offshore drilling worker, quality controller, satellite systems 
technician, technical surveyor. 

Course content 
Component 1 : Course Work  
In this component students will gain an understanding of roles, position and responsibilities within the 
engineering sector.  They will then go on to design and make a small product such as a bottle opener 
for a specific client. 
 
Component 2:  Course Work 
In this component students will investigate an engineered product, reviewing the materials, processes 
against the manufacturing specification. Students will also have to manufacture a small product such as 
a multi tool from steel.  
 
Component 3: Exam Based 
Students will investigate and create solutions to problems in response to given engineering briefs. This 
is a two part exam, first part is a practical experimental section carried out in the workshop under 
invigilators.  The second part is a external based exam located in the main hall. 

Reasons to take engineering 
1. Engineering is about bringing good ideas into 

reality using a range of problem solving and 
creative skills. 

2. You have to have a lively and enquiring mind, 
an interest in the engineering world, a 
willingness to explore new ideas and an ability 
to communicate these effectively. 

3. Engineering is a vocational qualification with 
an academic basis.  

 What students have to say about engineering 
“I enjoy the variety in the subject.  It’s great doing 
the practical work but I also enjoy the design and 
drawing activities.” 
 

“Engineering has helped me to make a link 
between my work at school and real life.” 
 

“Spending so much time doing engineering has 
meant I can really get into projects.” 

“Successful engineering is all about understanding 

how things break or fail.”    Henri Petroski                      

This is a BTEC Tech Award - equal to a GCSE. 



 

"Health is a state of complete physical, mental and social well-

being and not merely the absence of disease or infirmity."  

Definition by the World Health Organisation)  

Three reasons to take health and social care 
1. It is suitable for all candidates wishing to go 

into education, nursing, social work and early 
years, as it offers a good overview of these 
job roles. 

2. It offers a practical look at health and social 
care allowing you to see how theory works in 
practice.  

3. Life skills are developed through an intensive 
look at personal development and 
relationships equipping students for further 
education and the world of work. 

 What students have to say about health and 
social care 

“I think that health and social care is one of the 
most enjoyable subjects to choose, it is interesting 
and provides opportunities to do your own 
independent learning and research.”  
“I appreciate the factors that affect my 
development and those around me” 
“I enjoyed learning about everyday factors that can 
affect my health and wellbeing”   

Course content 
 

• Investigate and develop your understanding of personal development and how care sectors 
provide their services to many client groups.  

• Investigation into health and social care service and the values that underpin  their practise.  
• Undertake health measures and create a health plan for a client or celebrity of your choice.  
 
We learn through a wide variety of different techniques including discussion, independent research, 
problem solving and client case studies. This is a new subject which you won’t have studied before. 
Many students state that this is what particularly appeals to them. The course is challenging but it is 
enjoyable working together, in a team, to achieve our goals.  

Future career / progression possibilities:  
This course supports a variety of career opportunities. Due to its diverse nature past students have gone 
on to study midwifery, nursing, physiotherapy, occupational health, teaching, social work and psychology.  

Health and Social Care 

This is a BTEC Tech Award - equal to a GCSE. 
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Hospitality within Bridge   
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Yellow Pathway 

 

“Be the reason someone smiles today.’’ 

Three reasons to take hospitality 
1. The course is suitable for anyone interested in 

the industry as a whole or wanting to pursue 
future qualifications or careers in this area.  

2. You will work in a practical environment, 
planning and running hospitality events from 
the purpose-built industrial kitchen. 

3. You will link up with and learn from existing 
businesses and outside speakers. 

 What students have to say about hospitality 
“Hospitality is an interesting subject. It gives you 
skills for life, such as practical skills to use in 
restaurants.” 
 

“It is a very practical course and we make 
sophisticated dishes which are up to restaurant 
standard!” 
 

“You get to plan, co-ordinate and run events, 
cooking and serving your quests.” 

Course content 
 

Do you like planning events, organising staff, taking responsibility for sections of the restaurant or 
kitchen? 
• Do you like experimenting with food and carrying out food tests? What happens if you add too 

much fat or none at all? Would you like to find out? 

• We study food hygiene and safety. Could you assess a food room for bacterial growth, acting as a 
food inspector and preparing swabs? 

• Importantly, we cook a wide range of creative and high quality dishes, developing our technical 
skills to a restaurant standard! Would you like to spin sugar,  make chocolate leaves and 
decorate celebration  cakes?  

Future career / progression possibilities:  
• Hospitality and catering opens up a huge range of career options - from food and drink to hotels 

and holidays - managers, chefs, front of house staff, catering, event planners, entrepreneurs, both 
home and abroad and even at sea! 

Hospitality and Catering  

This is a Level 1/2 vocational award - equal to a GCSE. 



 Information & Communication Technology 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• ICT can help all careers – so whether you’re looking at heading towards business studies, fashion, 

engineering, graphic or game designing, health or the environment, etc. you will need to know how 
ICT works and the impact it has. 

Hospitality within Bridge   

Three benefits of ICT 
1. ICT will get you ready for your next steps, 

whether that may be college, university or 
employment.  

2. ICT explores how technology works and the 
effects it has on society. 

3. It covers a broad range of industry-standard 
systems, applications and technologies. 

 What students have to say about ICT 
“ICT has helped with all my subjects and I am much 
more confident because of it."  
 

"It is fun because you are always working on 
solving problems; I have learnt so much."  
 

“ICT is everywhere now and I know it will be useful 
in my future career, whatever it may be."  

 “The digital revolution is far more significant than 

the invention of writing or even printing" Douglas Engelbart  

Course content: - 
 
Mandatory units 

*Understanding computer systems (1 hr paper)   *Using ICT to create business solutions (centre task) 
 

Optional Units include the following (you will do 2) 
 Handling data using spreadsheets 
 Handling data using databases 
 Creating an interactive product using multimedia components 
 Creating digital images 
 Creating dynamic products using sound and vision  
 Understanding technology - a project approach  

 
We hope to give pupils as much choice as possible however the most popular units are likely to run. 
There will be just one written paper to do and the rest of your work will be assessed by your teacher 
internally and moderated externally by OCR. 

Yellow Pathway 

This is an OCR Cambridge National - equal to a GCSE. 
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Information and communication technology 
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GCSE Music 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• Progression in Music includes: A Level music,  degree, music college, combined performing arts  

courses. 
• Some of the careers available include: musician/performer, educator, music therapy, arts 

management, recording and broadcasting, research, advertising and publicity, music theatre, 
instrument repair/maker, etc. 

Three reasons to take music 
To appreciate different styles of music, also play 
and create music whilst developing confidence, 
composure under pressure, team and individual 
working skills . 

 What students have to say about music 
“I can use music technology to help me create my 
own music.” 
 

“I enjoy playing music with my friends.” 

Course content 
Lessons are devised to give you an understanding of the musical vocabulary and skills required to 
perform and compose in various musical styles as well as being able to identify those in the work of 
other composers. 
 

Coursework: 
Performing 30% - perform, using an instrument or voice, a solo and an ensemble piece, (approx. grade 
3 standard) 
Composition 30% - compose two contrasting pieces lasting at least 3 minutes from a composition brief 
set by Eduqas and  another piece with free choice. 
 

Examination: 
Listening and appraising 40% - exam at the end of the course.  Music from 4 areas of study will be 
covered (musical forms and devices, music for ensemble, film music and popular music) as well as two 
works set by Eduqas. 

"Music Unlocks Self-expression Intelligence Creativity" 

 After-school 



 GCSE Physical Education 

“Physical fitness is not only one of the most important 

keys to a healthy body. It is the basis of dynamic and 

creative intellectual activity.”  J. F. Kennedy    

Three reasons to take PE 
1. Engage with key issues and themes relating to 

contemporary global influences on PE and sport. 
2. Receive a well-rounded introduction to the 

world of PE, sport and sport science through 
physical and academic challenges. 

3.    Whilst learning about the social, mental and 
physical benefits of PE you will be actively 
contributing towards all three. 

 What students have to say about PE 
“It is a subject that can have a direct effect on 
my health, by learning about the effects of diet 
and exercise.” 
 

“By studying the correct scientific methods of 
training it helps me to optimise my own sporting 
performance inside and outside of school.” 

Course content 
• The structure and function of the skeletal and muscular system. 
• The structure and function of the cardio-vascular system. 
• The long- and short-term effects of exercise. 
• The principles of  training. 
• Injury prevention. 
• Consequences of a sedentary lifestyle. 
• Diet, nutrition and hydration. 

The practical coursework involves students performing in a variety of sports, showing the ability to 
apply skills in isolation and competitive situations. 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• A Level PE / a sports degree. 
• Leading on to sports science, coaching, teaching, physiotherapy, sports media, health, fitness and  
           leisure industry, nutrition, officiating, armed/uniformed services. 
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GCSE Religious Studies 

Career / progression possibilities: 
• Some of our past students have gone on to use RS for careers in teaching, the armed forces, 

medicine, nursing, social work, personnel management, business and law. 

Course content: 
 
The course is broken up into two areas of study: 

• The beliefs and practices of two world religions 
• Thematic studies looking at the philosophy and ethical values of these religions 

 
You will be involved in discussions with guest speakers, and have opportunities to relate belief systems 
to the world around you. 

Three reasons to take religious studies 
1. It is a living subject which is increasingly 

important in our multi-cultural world. 
2. You will investigate the philosophy of two 

religions and apply this to ethical issues in a 
modern society. 

3. You are able to debate your own opinions on 
global issues and reflect on religious points of 
view. 

 What students have to say about religious studies 
“I have found RS really interesting. It was surprising 
how much I already knew once concepts were 
explained to me.”  
 
“RS was brilliant - it opened my eyes to many 
different views around the world. It was never 
boring as things were always happening in the 
news.”    

  

“The essence of all religions speak of peace, 

compassion, justice and the interconnection of all life” 
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 BTEC Tech Award Travel & Tourism 

“Because in the end, you won’t remember the time you spent working 

in the office or mowing your lawn. Climb that goddamn mountain.” – 

Jack Kerouac  

Three reasons to take Travel & Tourism 
1. The tourism industry in the UK is worth over 

£250 billion and supports 4 million jobs.  
2. The industry is always changing and adapting so  

there will never be a dull moment 
3.    We look at a range of locations from local to 

global, the sky is the limit! 

 What students have to say about Travel & 
Tourism 

“I didn't realise there were so many 
opportunities in the travel and tourism business. 
It’s not just about travel agents” 
 
 
 

Course content: 
Unit 1: Travel and Tourism Organisations and Destinations  
• Looking at the different companies and players involved in the tourism industry 
• Looking at a range of destinations from local to global 
Unit 2: Influences on Global Travel and Tourism  
• Researching the different factors that influence the tourist industry like politics, the Credit Crunch  

and natural disasters 
Unit 3: Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism  
• How do we know what customers want  and how can we meet their needs? 
 
As it is a BTEC qualification there is more  of a focus on  school-based assignments that get marked by the 
teacher allowing students to show their understanding over time.  There is one exam that focuses on unit 
2. You will study this course over two years just like the GCSE subjects. 

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• Travel agent/Holiday Rep/Airline Steward/Tourist Information  
• Events planner / Working in the hotel/accommodation industry 
• Behind the scenes—Marketing, graphic design, product management and IT. 

This is a technical award - equal to a GCSE. 
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Bridge 

Three reasons to take bridge 
1. ‘Learn by doing’ through practical tasks, off-

site visits and experiences.  
2. Bridge is full of adventure and personal 

challenges. 
3. Learn new skills for life that will enhance your  

future aspirations and opportunities. 

 What students have to say about bridge 
“Bridge is an effective way to learn, with lots of 
support, to plan for your future.” 
 

“It’s challenging, but it helps you to learn and 
achieve many different skills and qualifications.” 
 

“I have learnt things I had never thought about 
before.” 

“Have the curiosity to experiment… to test and 

try new ways of learning and thinking.”  

Course content: 
 
Students will gain qualifications in several areas, including: 
 

• ASDAN Bronze Topics include: health & survival, sport & leisure, communication and world of 
work  

• Certificate of Personal Effectiveness Level 1/2  Topics include: working with others, improving 
own learning performance, problem solving, discussion, oral presentation and research project.  
The students will also have the opportunity to do work experience. 

• BTEC Level 2 Fire and Rescue Service in the Community  Based at Stokesley fire station and run by 
North Yorkshire Fire Service.  

Future career / progression possibilities: 
• Career opportunities are many and varied. Vocational college courses (e.g. engineering, motor 

vehicle, child care, hairdressing), apprenticeship or work-based learning, sixth form, university.  
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