
 

18th January 2019 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
We have entered a key period of your son/daughter’s education as he/she prepares to sit his/her 
GCSEs.  The purpose of this letter is to set out some key dates, to keep you informed  about our 
expectations of the students, and to let you know what support we have put in place to ensure they are 
successful in the summer. We hope this helps you to support them too. 
 
Key Dates: 
 

Date Event 

Monday 4th to Friday 15th 
February 

Year 11 mock examination fortnight.  Students will receive the 
timetable of exams soon. 

Friday 15th February Half term 

Monday 25th February Back to school 

Wednesday 27th February GCSE Drama performance exam 5:30pm 

Monday 11th March Students receive mock exam certificates 

Thursday 14th March Apprenticeship information evening 

Friday 15th March Btec Engineering resit 

Monday 1st and Wednesday 
3rd April 

GCSE Art exam 

Friday 5th April Start of Easter holidays 

Monday 22nd April Back to school 

Monday 13th May Start of written GCSE exams 

Friday 24th May Half term 

Monday 3rd June Back to school 

Thursday 27th June  Shirt signing morning 8:50 am to 9:30 am 

Friday 28th June Year 11 Presentation 9:30 am to 11:00 am 

Monday 1st and Tuesday 2nd 
July 

Sixth form induction days 

Thursday 4th July Year 11 Prom at Judges, Yarm 

 
 
 
 

HEADTEACHER: Mrs H L Millett 



 

A further communication will be sent out shortly regarding study leave during the exam period.  
 
Expectations 
 
All students have been given a revision timetable starting from Monday 14th January right through until the 
exams in the summer.  We are asking them to complete one hour of revision every day.  Research has 
shown that by spacing out and interleaving learning, the brain has a better chance of retaining the 
information than it does by trying to “cram” it all in at the last minute.  Our emphasis to the students is on 
revision becoming a habit so that they can effectively meet their goals.  To inspire them further, several 
teachers have also shared their personal goals with the students: showing them what they are committing 
to doing over the next six months to encourage them to keep going and illustrate the myriad benefits of 
forming important habits.  We’ll be sharing our progress, and giving the students lots of encouragement, 
hints and revision tips via a twitter account and an Instagram account.  The twitter account is 
@StokesleyY11 and the Instagram is stokesley_school_y11_revision, please encourage your child to follow 
these if you are happy for them to engage with these social media platforms. 
 
As you can see, the next set of mock exams start in a few weeks.  The year 11 students were excellent in 
terms of their conduct during the November mock exams, understanding the importance of ensuring that a 
focused atmosphere is conducive to achieving their potential.  Could you please continue to support your 
child, and the school, in preparation for both the mock exams and the real ones by encouraging them to:   
 

 spend time revising at home as per the revision timetable the students have been given; 
 arrive at school on time for exams; 
 bring the correct equipment;   
 get a good night’s sleep!  

 
Mock exams are important because they inform us and the students where they are in terms of progress 
and what they need to focus their revision on.  We encourage the students to treat the mocks as they 
would the ‘real’ exams in the summer and expect all students to put in 100% effort.  Students will receive 
their mock exam certificates on Monday 11th March. 
 
There will be some students who feel the stress of exams more than others, and there is no doubt that for 
the majority of students this is a very busy and intense period of school life.  Managing teacher, subject and 
personal expectations is not easy and as much as we all want students to achieve their potential, we do not 
want it to be at the expense of their personal health and well being.  Whenever and wherever possible, we 
attempt to organise and support student workload as much as we can, but of course, ultimately students 
have to take responsibility for their own achievement.  Support from school and home is crucial and getting 
the balance right is possible if time is planned out properly; again, encourage your child to build rest breaks 
and social activities into their revision programme.  If you have any concerns regarding your child’s 
wellbeing please contact their form tutor in the first instance.  
 
Support in place to help the students achieve 
 
There are many extra sessions available for students to attend to get some extra help with revision and 
significant number of our students are already taking advantage of these opportunities. Please see below 
our programme of revision and support sessions and  encourage your child to attend.  More sessions may 
be added in the next few weeks, these will be shared with the students in form time. 
 
 
 



 

Day Lunchtime Afterschool 

Monday PE, Child Development, Art, Drama, English, French, Spanish 
 

Tuesday English, Hospitality Maths 

Wednesday Science, Computing, Engineering, Materials Technology 
 

Thursday Business Studies, Geography, History 
 

Friday Maths, Science drop in 
 

 
We are also encouraging year 11 students not to go off site at lunchtime and stay in school to make the 
most of these opportunities.  Diet also has a crucial impact on learning and we know that many students do 
not eat a proper lunch when off site.  We will be allowing year 11 students to go to the front of the dinner 
queue if they choose to stay in school to attend a revision session, and many also pick up a sandwich at 
break time to take along with them to the sessions. 
 
If students attend a voluntary revision session they will be rewarded with a house point, as long as they are 
engaged in the session.  These house points go towards their prom point total: remember students need to 
gain 40 points to be able to go to prom.  Their first total has been shared with them this week - many are 
already in double figures. 
 
Support from home 
 
All phases of education are important for children but we are approaching a vital and intense period. There 
is much to be gained for students at this stage of year 11 and your support from home is essential to ensure 
they maximise their potential and have choices in life. In short, from home, could you also ensure your child 
does the following:   
 

 attends school 100% of the time; 
 sticks to the revision plan times;   
 attends all available revision sessions;   
 has a Post-16 plan (applications are still being accepted to our VI form);   
 accepts the fact that you will be ‘cruel to be kind’ over the next few months! 

 
There are approximately 66 school days left until the written GCSEs start... 
 
I hope you have found this information useful, if you have any further concerns then please do not hesitate 
to contact your child’s form tutor in the first instance. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 

 

Mr R McGreal 
Assistant Principal 
 


