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    Dear parents/carers,
    It has certainly been an eventful term: we have enjoyed Open Evening - both in the main school and 
    in the Sixth Form; we held our annual Prizegiving where a whole range of our students received 
                awards and listened to an inspirational talk by Steve Bagshaw CEO of Fuji�lm Diosynth Biotechnologies; 
                               we’ve had Scarecrow competitions; we’ve participated in Stokesley Show; there have been a number of 
         trips; and we’ve hosted our annual Pensioners’ Party. In this, the busiest half term of the year, we also still 
have the Christmas Concert to look forward to.
Christmas dinners, which are always popular with sta� and students alike, are scheduled to be served on Wednesday 19th and Thursday 
20th December costing a very reasonable £2.50. Senior sta� get a taste of life in a hot kitchen as we serve the students with a smile - 
always a fun experience. Students can �nish at 12.35pm on the last day of term (Friday 21st December) and buses have 
already been informed - sta� will be present in school however, so please let us know if your child needs to stay for the afternoon 
remembering you will need to arrange their journey home at the end of the day.  Any child that is eligible for a free school meal, can 
collect this at breaktime.
I know that the recent Ofsted inspection has created concern within the community - rightly so; this is not a position we wish to be in as 
a school for any longer than is absolutely necessary. A detailed action plan is in place and we are seizing the opportunity to make some 
important changes for the bene�t of the young people in our care (not forgetting those things that we already do well): I will update 
parents in more detail in the new year so you can be further reassured about the steps we plan to take. In relation to this, I would like to 
thank parents for the messages of support that have been sent in to school over the last couple of weeks - it is very much appreciated. 
One of the key areas for improvement highlighted during the Ofsted inspection was the poor attendance of some of our pupils; this was 
something we were already tackling and we are now much more consistent with sanctions for non-attendance. However, we still need 
everyone’s help to improve this key measure for the school further and in turn improve the results; to that end, may we politely remind 
you to:
 • avoid booking appointments during the school day unless absolutely necessary;
 • when appointments have to go ahead, ensure students still come to school either before or after depending on the time;
 • not plan holidays in term-time;
 • if exceptional leave is needed, follow the instructions on our website with regards notice and how to apply;
 • help prepare your child for the future by encouraging them to attend school unless they are genuinely unwell rather than just 
   a little under the weather;
 • talk to your child about the correlation between coming to school and achieving well.
Thank you for your support. Thank you, also, to those students and families who do have excellent attendance and recognise the strong 
link between attending consistently and gaining outstanding results.
Finally, I wish you all a wonderful festive period and hope you enjoying reading some of the following good news stories and updates 
about your school.

                

LET’S EXPLORE

Mrs Millett, Headteacher



We have thoroughly enjoyed all aspects of being Head Boy and Head Girl; so far we have 
been involved in many activities across the school.

Public speaking was very daunting for us - we were both very nervous when the Stokesley
School Open Evening came around, but upon meeting the upcoming year sevens we 
were �ne.  It was interesting sharing our own experiences: it evoked many memories 
and gave us the opportunity to speak to future students.
 
We have also helped the year eleven students in the daunting task of picking A-Level subjects during the 6th Form Open Evening. 
The sixth formers as a whole really came together and helped the students by relaying their own experiences. All of these events and 
the variety of people we have met showed us the strength of community that this school has. Presenting the school’s annual Prizegiving 
made us overjoyed with the dedication, participation and talent from fellow peers.
 
One of the most major long term projects we have been involved in is the SAIL project which is the idea of pastoral coaching by sixth 
formers of younger students.  Year seven and eights each have a coach who they can talk to about their worries and problems - either 
to do with homelife or school life. This has been a really good opportunity for both sixth formers and year sevens and eights alike. Over 
70 sixth form students undertook training to become coaches and the year sevens and eights have bene�tted from this greatly by it 
giving them an informal space to talk. We think the SAIL project will continue to thrive long after we have left Stokesley.

We have also been involved in many charity projects. Through an assembly created by us, we informed people of the valuable work of 
the Royal British Legion and our service men and women past or present. 

HEAD GIRLHEAD BOY

        Improvement and refurbishment works to the Gym and PE changing/shower rooms at 
        Stokesley School were completed in November 2018 and are providing a modern, energy 
        e�cient, accessible environment for our students.
        
        Thermal insulation has been improved to walls and roofs and new double glazed curtain walling 
        installed.  Internally there has been a full refurbishment including new heating, LED lighting, 
        shower and changing facilities, including accessible facilities and a new Gym sports �oor.
Despite sti� competition the school again managed to successfully secure funding for the project via the ESFA’s 
Capital Improvement Fund.  Further bids are programmed to continue the transformation of the facilities at the 
Stokesley School site.
Mr Wilkinson - Site Manager

NEW GYM & CHANGING AREA

MR WILKINSON

HEAD BOY & GIRL MESSAGE
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          This term the Open Learning Centre hosted a range of events and activities to enthuse students to read and 
          nurture their love of books.

          The OLC celebrated ‘Roald Dahl Day’ with a ‘splendiferous’ range of Roald Dahl activities including, crafts, a Roald 
          Dahl Character Treasure Hunt and a Short Story writing competition - to include the use of some of the 
          magni�cent expressions the late, great author left behind.  We also immersed the OLC in the genre of Horror at 
Halloween and marked National Poetry Day with students composing some amazing acrostic poetry. ‘National non-�ction month’ ran 
throughout November and coincided with the Scholastic Book Fair. Students excelled themselves with their non-�ction articles, 
composing some amazing true stories about the weird and the wonderful. The Book Fair was a roaring success too, achieving record 
sales of almost £900 - great news for the OLC since we receive 60% of the revenue in free books. A big thank you to everyone for their
support: to the students for their enthusiasm; to all the parents and families who provided the extra pocket money!

Our technology free day, ‘Tech free Tuesday’, continues to thrive with many of our students taking a more holistic approach to learning 
through books and magazines. Pupils enjoy participating in a range of activities including themed crafts and chess; whilst others 
choose to select a resource from our extensive library, put their feet up in the quiet sofa area and enjoy a good book.
Mrs Roberts, OLC Manager

MRS ROBERTS

Remembrance day raised a lot of  money through poppy sales, but was also a really emotionally evocative time where 
the whole school remembered and respected our fallen veterans.
 
The most signi�cant charity event, however, was this year’s Children in Need. The whole school managed to raise 
£1300 - beating last year’s total. We were warmed by the passion and enthusiasm the whole school (sta� and 
students) showed. A special thanks must go to a group of 20 year elevens and the sixth form because without them 
there would have been no stalls or cakes! Also, the the �nance department and PE department for the support and 
resources they gave us. We look forward to more charity events in the near future.
 
Whilst balancing our A-Level work and roles in the school, we hope to do more and more... raising money for charity 
and integrating the sixth form with the lower school!
Olivia & Joe - Head Girl & Boy 
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HOUSE UPDATES

         Cross Country
         A huge congratulations and well done to our school cross country teams this year! Our teams 
         attended the Area Schools Championships at Northallerton and proved to be a formidable force. 
         There were teams representing each of the year groups in both the boys’ and girls’ categories. 
         In the year seven category the boys’ team and the girls’ team both �nished in �rst place overall. 
         This was also the case in the year eight category where once again the boys’ team and the girls’ 
team �nished in �rst place. Meanwhile, in the older age group category I am pleased to say that Stokesley School 
achieved another overall �rst place, thanks to our year ten and eleven combined girls’ team. In total, out of the eight 
races ran on the day, Stokesley School claimed �rst place in �ve, a tremendous result.

Cross Country Area Trials
These trials were held at Northallerton and the PE department is proud to say that �ve girls were selected for the 
team as well as nine boys, who will all go on to represent Hambleton and Richmondshire in the County 
Championships. Good luck to all our runners.

Park Run
Well done to Lucy in year eight who is certainly leading a healthy active lifestyle and showing us how it is done by completing her 100th 
Park Run.

Football
The Sixth Form football team have made a very impressive start to their campaign and remain unbeaten thus far in the U19 County 
Championships. Having won one and drawn two of their group matches they now qualify for the quarter �nal knockout stages.
The year seven team have made an equally impressive start as they are also unbeaten having played out several emphatic wins in both 
Area and County Cup Competitions. They are now looking forward to similar success in the year seven annual 5 a side competition on T
uesday 18th December.
Meanwhile, the year eight team have had a mixed start to the season, winning convincingly in the Area Cup, however the County Cup 
proved less successful, but all eyes will now be on getting through the rounds of the Area Cup.
It has been a strange season so far for the year nine team. Having been so strong last year, they have managed to win just one game 
this season in a match against Bedale School. However, with determination and perseverance I am sure fortunes will be turned around.
In year ten the team have progressed in both the Area and County Cup and are due to play one game before Christmas against St 
Aidans School.
The year eleven team went through the Area 7’s tournament unbeaten but unfortunately �nished runners up to Richmond School. In the 
�rst round of the County Cup they had a great win against a strong Northallerton team and are due to play Vale of York in round two. 
In the Area Cup they came up against Richmond and despite a hard-working performance fell just short.
Well done to our girls’ football team who have quali�ed for the second round of the county cup beating Queen Ethelburga's 5-0. The 
Year eights have shown fantastic commitment to training, attending two sessions per week

Kit Sponsor. 
A huge thank you goes to Mr Craig Watson, a partner at Hathaway & Cope Life & Pensions, for generous sponsorship and providing 
the football squad with the latest Mitre football kit!

Netball
Five of our talented young ladies from the netball squads have made it into the area team to represent Hambleton & Richmondshire. 
Furthermore, the under 14 and under 16 team have progressed to the North Yorkshire County Championships.

Rugby
The year seven and year nine teams have both enjoyed the experience of competing in rugby 
tournaments at Richmond School and Billingham Rugby Club. Both teams have had mixed results but have importantly enjoyed 
  working as part of a team against other schools in competitive matches.
     Mr Beattie, Head of PE
 

Mrs Metcalfe, Head of Rowan House

MR BEATTIE

SPORTING ACHIEVEMENTS
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MRS METCALFE

MRS KNAPPER

PIVOTAL PLAQUE & UPDATES

YEAR SEVENS FIRST TERM

STOKESLEY
SCHOOL

“ B e i n g t h e b e s t w e c a n
b e ”

S t o k e s l e y  
S c h o o l M

E
M

B
E

R
 O

F 
TH

E

          A brilliant start to year seven. 
          It is almost a whole term since our year seven students joined us, and they really have made their mark.
 
          Those early nerves have all but disappeared and they have adapted exceptionally well to life at the big 
          school. They have thrown themselves into house competitions and charity events, and accrued a wealth of 
          house points for their e�ort and excellent work in lessons.
 
Our year seven students are proud of their achievements and enjoy talking about their journey so far. Here are some of the things they 
had to say:

 The most amazing thing about secondary was I made a lot more friends. Older people in secondary helped me settle in and showed 
   me where to go to get to my lessons.
 I just feel like I have been at secondary forever and I can barely remember primary. It only took me about a week to settle in. One of 
   the most memorable things I have done is being part of the netball team. I’d never played netball before. Also, I loved the Scarecrow 
   Competition
 I loved Roald Dahl Day in the OLC
 One of the best things was when me and my friends bought a full sized red velvet cake
 I liked the engineering trip
 I enjoy the lessons and I have made so many new friends and lot of people have helped me to settle in. I also like being in school with 
   my brother and sister again. 
 I prefer secondary to primary because you learn more and there are more subjects
Mrs Knapper, Assistant Principal
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          Pivotal continues to be an important part of our culture at Stokesley School. Our three rules; 
          ready, respectful and ambitious, continue to play an important part in everyday life at our 
          school. 

          The launch of the student planner along with being ready with all equipment every morning 
          has had a big impact on how our culture is changing. Sta� continue to be trained and seek 
          advice from myself on how we can pay ‘�rst attention 
to best conduct’ whilst ensuring that behaviour is managed in a fair and 
consistent way across the school and relationships between sta� and 
students are being restored and repaired where necessary. We have 
had a big push on rewards this past term including sta� being 
encouraged to give out positive notes when deserved and ‘hot choc 
Friday with the Head’ continues to be a success. I recently attended a 
Pivotal conference for instructors which has enabled me to think about 
how we will continue to move forward with Pivotal over the next few 
years. We also received a Behaviour Award plaque from Pivotal at the 
conference where we were recognised as having implemented changes 
in school and trained sta� in the Pivotal culture. I look forward to working with sta� in school to ensure that we continue to embed 
the Pivotal culture and continue to focus on building positive relationships and aim for the Pivotal Bronze award as well!
Mrs Metcalfe (Pivotal Instructor and Head of Rowan House)

    CONTINUE



MRS McGREAL

HELPING YOUR CHILD DURING EXAM SEASON
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          It was an absolute pleasure to see so many parents and year eleven students at our Revision 
          Evening in November.  Colleagues from the English, maths and science departments were on 
          hand to present key information about the GCSE exams and how best to prepare for those all 
          important exams.  The key message for all students and parents from the evening was that 
          revision works best when it is broken up into manageable chunks and that spaced repetition 
          is key to remembering important facts for an exam.  Starting now means that students have 
          plenty of time to revise and revisit all their topics without feeling the need to cram the night 
before an exam.  Other messages from the evening included making the most of support sessions, getting enough 
sleep and being active in your revision.  Don’t worry if you missed the evening, all the  presentations are available on
the school website under the ‘Revision Presentations’ banner.
Mrs McGreal, Assistant Principal

MS ADAMS

EXAMS UPDATE

          You may be thinking that the Summer 2019 Examinations are a long way away, but once Christmas is over 
          they will soon come round!

          The  examinations start on Monday 13 May and continue through to Monday 17 June for GCSE’s and Tuesday 
          25 June for A Levels.  These dates are scheduled nationally by the awarding bodies and cannot be changed for 
          a candidate, regardless of the personal circumstance.

However. there is an extra date added to the exam timetable for 2019. 

The JCQ (Joint Council for Quali�cations) who provide a single voice between the awarding bodies on issues of examination 
administration have allocated a ‘Contingency Day’ for examinations.  They have done this in light of any national or local disruption 
such as recent events like the Manchester Bombing and Westminster Attack.
.
Contingency Day will be Wednesday 26 June 2019.  Students MUST be available to attend school until this day should an 
awarding body need to invoke its contingency plan.
https://www.jcq.org.uk/exams-o�ce/ice---instructions-for-conducting-examinations  (pg. 30)
Ms Adams,  Examinations Manager

MR TIGHE

MATHS CHALLENGE

          
          The �rst round of this year’s UK Maths Trust Individual Senior Challenges saw some outstanding results from 
          our Sixth Form pupils with 80% of the pupils achieving certi�cates for their puzzle solving skills. Jack 
          (year thirteen) and Matthew (year twelve) both achieved Gold certi�cates and quali�ed for the next round: the 
          Kangaroo. Awkwardly, this was scheduled to take place during a professional development day but both boys 
          showed true dedication, coming in on a day o� at 9am and completing the challenge. We await the results.
          Well done to all (but especially to Jack and Matthew).
          Mr Tighe,  Head of Maths

    CONTINUE



HOUSE UPDATES

MR JONES

GEOGRAPHY FIELDTRIPS

          It has been another busy term �tting in �eldwork before the weather deteriorates too much. 
          Fieldwork continues to be a very important aspect of Geography and we are fortunate to be 
          able to take years eight to ten o�site to enrich their learning. Year ten spent the day in 
          Newcastle collecting data along the quayside to identify the impacts of regeneration. We spent 
          the afternoon looking at the changes that have 
          happened to Newcastle over time. After writing 
          up and analysing their �ndings, students have 
recently completed GCSE exam questions based on the work the 
carried out. 
Year nine got to visit Middlesbrough to test whether the Burgess land 
use model �ts. Here is what one of our year nine students said about 
the trip:
“Overall the trip was very good as we got to go outside of school and 
see Middlesbrough in person, and see the features of the buildings
alongside how the land use changes as you move from the town 
centre to the edge. The trip helped us as we had to analyse the data 
and create a way of presenting the data. We bene�ted from the trip as 
we got to see for real if the town �tted the model. Our answers were based on our own opinions and what we observed.”
Mr Jones, Head of Geography
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MISS HALL

A LOOK AHEAD TO THIS TEAR’S CHRISTMAS CONCERT

          
          Our Christmas Concert will take place in the School hall on Thursday 20th December at 7pm. It is an opportunity 
          for our ensembles as well as invited groups and soloists, to perform the pieces they have been working on this 
          term. We have an eclectic mix of styles and pieces, with some festive favourites as well. If you would like to 
          support our performers, tickets are available on the door from 6.30pm (£4/2 to include refreshments). 
          Miss Hall  Head of Music

MRS KENT

A LOOK AHEAD TO THE SUMMER END OF YEAR SHOW

          
          I am pleased to announce that next year’s whole school production
          will be Disney’s High School Musical! Following on from Grease, this 
          production is set to be a huge success and I’m excited to be inviting 
          the whole of the school to take part.

          The audition process will begin with an information and sign up 
evening on December 12th followed by whole school auditions after school on Tuesday 
January 8th.
The production dates are 16th and 17th July with tickets available after the Easter holidays.
It’s time to ‘get your head in the game’ and be prepared to ‘start something new’!
Mrs Kent,  Head of Drama

    CONTINUE



HOUSE UPDATESHOUSE UPDATES

MR SIMPSON

HOUSE POINTS & AWARDS INFORMATION

          Students have been earning house points at a very pleasing rate across all year groups this 
          term.  From 4th September to 10th December an incredible 9750 house points have been 
          awarded, with girls across the school receiving 4861 house points and boys just nudging
          ahead with 4889 house points;  almost neck and neck!  
          Students can now start to trade in their house points for rewards.  These rewards range 
          from ‘jump the queue’ break and lunch tokens to packs of high quality pens and pencils
          - keep up the good work everyone! 
          Mr Simpson, Assistant Principal

HOUSE UPDATES

MRS STANLEY

VI FORM UPDATE

          The second half of the autumn term is always extremely busy in the Sixth Form. Year thirteen 
          students have been completing their UCAS applications and many of them have interviews and o�ers from 
          some of the most prestigious higher education establishments in the country including Oxford, Cambridge, 
          Durham, Manchester and many more.They have plans to study a huge range of subjects such as English, 
          medicine, veterinary medicine, architecture, history and engineering.

          Over 70 members of year twelve and thirteen have generously volunteered to be SAIL coaches for year seven 
and eight students and are �nding this opportunity to support younger members of the school to be extremely rewarding.

In November, the Head Girl, Olivia Dell-Price and Head Boy, Joseph Denny, led the fundraising e�orts for Children in Need. They 
organised a huge cake sale, a variety of sporting activities and other entertainments, all of which helped to raise £1,291.59 to help
children in need at home and abroad.
Mrs Stanley, Vice Principal

HOUSE UPDATESHOUSE UPDATES

HOUSE UPDATES

MRS MILLETT

ADMISSIONS CONSULTATION

          
          Stokesley School is consulting on its admission policy for students entering the school for the 2020/21 academic 
          year. We are also consulting on reducing our Pupil Admission Number from 218 (a number we never reach) to 
          189 which will improve our e�ciency in terms of class sizes and numbers, but still more than serve our catchment 
          area which accounts for approximately 140 students in our intake.
          If you wish to comment on this consultation, please see our website under 
          ‘information’ > ‘admissions consultation’ for more details. 
          Mrs Millett, Headteacher
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

AUTUMN TERM 2

SPRING TERM 1

SPRING TERM 2

SUMMER TERM 1
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December 20th - Careers in the Health and Care Sector” Information Evening
   @ 6:30pm - 8:30pm 

December 20th - Christmas Concert @ 7pm

Christmas Holidays - We break up on Friday 21st December 2018 @ 12:35pm 

Happy New Year - We come back on Monday 7th January 2019

January 22nd  - Year 9 Parents’ Information Evening

January 30th - Focus Day 

February 6th - Year 12 Parents’ Information Evening

February 28th - Year 7 Parents’ Information Evening

March 6th - Options Evening

March 14th - Apprenticeship Information Evening

March 26th - Year 8 Parents’ Information Evening

Spring Term 1 - We break up on Friday 15th February 2019

Spring Term 2 - We come back on Monday 25th February 2019

Spring Term 2 - We break up on Friday 5th April 2019
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Teaching Assistant

CONTACT US

http://www.stokesleyschool.org

STOKESLEY SCHOOL
STATION ROAD
STOKESLEY
NORTH YORKSHIRE
TS9 5AL

01642 710050

HOW TO FIND US


