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The Bishop of Grantham 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I am writing this letter having been to the Lincolnshire Show last week. I saw some wonderful things and 
I especially enjoyed meeting young people from around the county and looking at the stands and 
displays that had been produced by different schools and colleges. I learnt lots of things about the way 
that agriculture is changing in Lincolnshire, about the impact of mechanisation, and about the 
importance of science and technology as we try to grow crops and to raise beasts humanely. 
 
While I was at the Show we had some sunshine but we also had rain. There is nothing surprising in the 
fact that it rained in June but different people tell me that our weather is becoming more volatile and 
more extreme. What people tell me matches my own experience. I cannot remember having had such a 
hot dry Spring before, nor can I remember having had such powerful rainstorms as we have had in the 
last few weeks. I personally think that our climate is changing and I am asking questions of myself about 
whether my own choices have made things worse. Should I try to cut down on using my car? Should I 
always try to buy food that has been grown locally and that is currently in season, so reducing transport 
miles? I would like to thank the schools and the young people who have really made me think deeply 
about these things, both during the last year and, especially, while I was at the Show - thank you to you 
all! 
 
When I hear of floods, such as we have recently had in Lincolnshire, or when I hear of crops failing for 
lack of water, as we have also had, I think of Noah. After the Great Flood, Noah was given responsibility 
to tend the earth and all that lives on it. God gave him a new start and he entrusted him with precious 
things: soil, plants, animals. Have we done as good a job as we might to steward the soil? Or do we 
need, as it were, to start again? 
 
Summer holidays give us the longest opportunity during the year to rest and to relax. I hope that you 
will enjoy your holidays! But I also hope that you take the time to look around you, to think and to take 
stock. What are the choices that you make about the food you eat? What contribution do you want to 
make to the debate on climate change? 
 
Whatever you do after your holidays - whether it’s a new class, a different school, or college or 
university - I hope you are able to enjoy a fresh start. And may you know God’s blessing in your life, just 
as Noah knew that blessing when he sent the dove out of the ark and saw the rainbow in the sky.  
 
With best wishes, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bishop Nicholas 
Bishop of Grantham 
  


