
The Great Fire of  
London 

Literacy  
Reading 
Fictional stories—Roald Dahl, traditional and fairytales with a 
twist.  
Non fiction books related to The Great Fire of London 
Paired reading in class every day, comprehension questions 
based on class story. 
 
Writing 
Character descriptions, narrative writing– retells, alternative 
endings, story openers and setting descriptions.  
Non-fiction writing about the Great Fire of London. 
Write - Pepys or maid’s diary entries 
          - Guy Fawkes eyewitness accounts 
Firework Night—write rhyming/acrostic Bonfire Night poems. 
Thinking maps. 
Handwriting– daily practice of upper and lower case letters. 

Topic  
The Great Fire of London. 
Read non-fiction book about the Great Fire of London. Dis-
cuss the events that took place. Look at houses, streets, 
way of life. 
Look Samuel Pepys  and his diary—Why is it important? 
What does it tell us? 
Look at paintings of the Great Fire. Why are paintings im-
portant? What can we see when looking at them? What in-
formation do they give us? Is it reliable? 
Compare fire fighting today and in the past. 
Bonfire Night 
Look at the reason why we celebrate Bonfire Night—Guy 
Fawkes and the gunpowder plot. Link to Bonfire safety. 
Visit fire station/ talk with firefighter? 

Art/D&T 
Pictures of the Twits to match character descriptions, 
using various materials and chalk.  
Firework pictures—chalk/paint. 
Great Fire of London collage 
Look at artists representations of the Great Fire. Dis-
cuss what materials would have been used and why; 
what do they tell us about life and events of the time? 
Children recreate a painting from the Great Fire. 
Collage. 
Warm colour pictures. 
Wall frieze—fire. 
Splatter painting. 
Silhouette pictures of the Great Fire of  
London and Bonfire Night.. 

Music 
 

Fire songs 
Children sing in a round to London’s Burning 
Christmas songs and concert 
The Long and Short of it– identifying long and short 
sounds. 

I.C.T. 
 
Children retrieve information about the Great Fire of 
London from websites. 
Use 2 simple to create Great Fire of London and fire-
work pictures in art. 

 

Science 
Uses of Materials– looking at the suitability of everyday 
materials, asking questions, using scientific language to 
explain the results of the investigations.  
Changing shapes– testing how solid shapes can change 
by bending, twisting and squeezing through different  
investigations. Performing simple tests and recording data 
accurately.  
 

Thinking Skills 
Use Thinking maps across all areas to organise  
thinking and writing. 
Hot seat the King-  why was he so involved in the Fire? 
If the Fire started today how would it be tackled, how would 
news spread? 
What would Pepys bury in his garden today? 

Numeracy 
Read, write and order two and three digit numbers. 
Find numbers which are greater and less than a given 
number. 
Partitioning numbers to100 into tens and units. 
Doubling and halving numbers. 
Number sequences including odd and even numbers. 
Accurately counting sets of objects by grouping into tens 
or twos etc 
Counting in steps of two, five and ten. 
Addition and subtraction of Tens and units. 
Multiplication as arrays. 
Division as sharing 
Money—recognising coins, counting money and adding 
and subtracting money. 
Problems involving money and measures. 
Name and describes properties of 2D and 3D shapes, 
sort shapes using different criteria. 
Find half, quarter and three quarters of shapes and sets 
of objects. 
Problem solving and investigations across all aspects of 
numeracy. 
 
 

P.E. 
 

R.E. 
Christmas Story and Advent.. 
Hanukah and festivals of Light. 
 

P.S.H.C.E 
Circle Time 
Keeping Safe– use Seal Materials 

French 
Revise days of the week, colours, months of the year 
and numbers. 
Weather and Clothing. 
Christmas French 


