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SS. Peter & Paul R.C Primary School
Olive Street
South Shields
Tyne and Wear
NE33 4RD
Telephone: 0191 - 4552862
Headteacher:

Mrs M. Butt

Teacher:

Miss K Todd

Morning Session:
8.50 - 11.50 a.m.
Afternoon Session:
12.20 - 3.20 p.m.
Lunch time for the 30 hour provision:
11:50-12:20
(Please note: there is a £2 charge per day for lunch)
If an adult (18+) not known to staff or named on the safeguarding
form will be collecting your child, please inform a member of staff in
person or by phone on 01914552862.

A

PLACE IN

SS. PETER

AND

PAUL NURSERY

DOES NOT

GUARANTEE A PLACE IN THE SCHOOL.

Safeguarding Children
at
SS Peter and Paul Nursery
At SS Peter and Paul Nursery we follow strict guidance
and protocol to keep children safe. Within your welcome
pack you are asked to complete a safeguarding form.
The details on this form will help us to identify the
named person collecting your child if you are unable to
do so.
A phone call must still be made to advise staff that your
child will be collected by another named adult.
We are aware that at times unforeseen circumstances
arise and people who have not been named on the list
arrive to collect children. In this circumstance we MUST
receive a telephone call from a parent/carer to advise us
who will be collecting the child and an appropriate
password will be given. Under NO circumstances will a
child be handed over to an unknown, unregistered person without prior agreement with the nursery teacher.
Thank you for your cooperation on this matter.

Further details of our Safeguarding Policy are available on our school
website at: sspeterpaul.co.uk

Daily routine
Morning Session
Gates and main door opened
Classroom door opened and session begins
Gates and main door closed
Gates and main door opened for collection of children

Classroom door opened for collection of children
Main door closed for end of session

8.40am
8.50am
9:00am
11:45am
11.50am
11.55am

Afternoon Session
Gates and main door opened
Classroom door opened and session begins
Gates and main door closed
Gates and main door opened
Classroom door opened for collection of children
Main door closed for end of session

12.10pm
12.20pm
12.30pm
3.15pm
3.20pm
3.25pm

Any children arriving at school after the gate or main door is
closed (9:00am and 12:30pm) will have to come to the main
entrance for access to Nursery.

The Foundation Stage
The Early Years Foundation stage ( EYFS ) sets standards for the
learning, development and care of your child from birth to 5 years
old. In primary school the Foundation Stage is for children aged 3 – 5
years and covers the years they spend from the beginning of nursery
education to the end of reception.
During this Foundation Stage, the staff who work with your children
will focus on the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum
which sets out what most children are expected to achieve by the end
of reception class.
To your child, it probably won’t feel like work -- most children just see
it as fun and play. But as they get to grips with speaking and
listening, singing and dancing, stories and counting, they will be
gaining all the basic skills that will get them off to a flying start when
they reach year 1.
The Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum covers seven broad
Areas of learning.
There are three Prime areas of learning (blue) and 4 Specific areas of
learning. (green)
These are:








Personal, Social and Emotional Development.
Physical development
Communication and Language
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the world
Expressive Arts and Design

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Children will be helped to develop a positive image of themselves and others. This will
enable them to form positive relationships and develop respect for
others. They will learn how to manage their feelings and develop social skills, to
understand appropriate behaviour in groups and to gain confidence in their own
abilities.

Physical Development.
Your child will be given opportunities to be active and develop co-ordination, control and
movement. They will be helped to understand the importance of physical activity and to
make healthy choices in relation to food.

Communication and Language.
Your child will be given opportunities to experience a rich language
environment. They will develop confidence and skill in expressing themselves and learn to
speak and listen in a range of situations.

Literacy
This involves encouraging children to link sounds and letters and to begin to read and
write. Children will be given access to a wide range of reading materials to ignite their
interest.

Mathematics
Children will be provided with opportunities to develop and improve their skills in
counting, understanding and using numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction
problems and to describe shapes, spaces and measures.

Understanding the World.
This involves guiding children to make sense of their physical world and the community.
They will be given opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places,
technology and the environment.

Expressive Arts and Design.
This encourages children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials.
It provides opportunities and encouragement for sharing thoughts, ideas and feelings
through a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play and design and
technology.

Your child will not feel any sense of pressure while working in
the Foundation Stage. Sometimes they will take part in an
activity that helps them to learn how to concentrate or develop
a particular skill, such as using scissors or gluing card or other
materials.
Please do not worry if your child moves forward faster in some
areas than others.
All children are continuously assessed to find out their
individual needs and to enable the teacher to plan work most
suitable to the ability of particular children.
When your child first starts nursery and again at the beginning
of reception class, their teacher carries out a baseline assessment
to find out about your child’s learning needs. This is not a
formal test so there is no need to worry about it. It’s often done
simply through some regular classroom activity with your child,
such as looking at a book with them and discussing the story.
You can help your child by talking with them and finding out
what they have done at nursery, discovering what they like and
don’t like. Encouraging them to ask questions, listen to others
and try out new skills will all help to support their learning
process. Reading your child stories and helping them to learn
nursery rhymes is particularly useful.

The important thing to remember at all times is that
your child is an individual and will always develop and
learn at a different rate to other children.

Aims Of The Nursery

In the nursery we have many aims to help your child but as all children have different rates
of learning, they do not all learn the same things at the same time.
Children need confidence when learning and this is achieved by praising his or her efforts no matter how trivial they may seem.
Nursery children must learn many skills before they can tackle reading, writing and maths.
These skills are called pre-reading, pre-writing and pre-number skills.
However, before a child learns these, it is important their personal, social and emotional
skills are well developed. They can communicate effectively and their physical skills are well
developed. These are the three prime areas of learning.
When these are well developed, children begin to develop their writing, reading and number
skills.
Our first aim is to therefore provide a happy, secure and stimulating environment where
children can develop
After this stage, we begin to structure children’s play. We teach them to recognise colours,
shapes, sizes of objects, capacity, numbers of things and how to sort them into groups, sets
etc. We also teach them how to ask questions and listen to
answers.

Every area of the nursery is organised with a learning situation in mind. Children
learn about science while playing with sand and water and about numbers while
setting out cups and saucers in the home area.

Please remember that play is learning.
Talking and listening to your child are the best ways to develop language skills.
You can help the staff by participating when you are asked. When we have a colour
display, please help your child by finding something of this colour to bring to school
to discuss and display.
If you wish to teach your child to write his/her name, please only use a capital letter
for the first letter of the name and lower case letters for the remainder e.g.

Paul Emily
James
We have included a copy of our writing and number formation on the
following two pages. Please refer to these if you are working with your child.

Aa Bb Cc Dd
Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii
Jj Kk Ll Mm
Nn Oo Pp Qq
Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv
Ww Xx Yy Zz

123
456
789

Signing In

Children will self-register upon arrival at Nursery. This will involve children finding
their own name and moving to the ‘I am at Nursery’ board.
Children will work on writing their name on a weekly basis with a member of staff
and throughout their play in nursery.

Forest School

At least once a week the children will have the opportunity to work in our Forest
School. It will be useful for the children to keep a pair of wellies on their peg for wet
and muddy days.

Homework

Each week, on a Thursday, the children get a homework folder which contains a little task for you to work on together at home. Please return it on a Tuesday and we
will look at it in school.

WOW!

WOW awards are for you to share your child’s achievements at home with us in
nursery. Please fill one in if they have had a ’WOW’ moment eg: slept all night in
their own bed, learned to ride their bike, helped with the dishes etc.

Cooking.

Children will be able to experience cooking a range of foods throughout the year.
Please inform us of any allergies your child may have.

Birthdays.

To celebrate each child’s 4th birthday the nursery provides a birthday card from our
nursery friends.
If you wish to provide a treat for the children to take home on the day of your
child’s birthday, we will be happy to give these out at the end of the session.
However, as the nursery holds the ‘Healthy Teeth Award’ we encourage parents to
give any sweets provided to their child at home.

Library.
We have a selection of books which children may borrow to share at home
with you on a weekly basis.
Library day is Wednesday and will take place during the normal nursery
session as part of our small group activities.
Please help your child by sharing their choice of book but remember to return
it by the following Tuesday.

Sweets, Toys Etc.
Please do not allow your child to bring toys or sweets into the nursery; Children can
become very upset when their toys are lost or damaged.

Tips for Parents/Carers
Sharing Stories and Talking Together
Storytelling and book-reading are an easy way to have regular, additional talking time.
Storytelling introduces structure and language patterns that help form the building blocks for
reading and writing skills. Reading aloud combines the benefits of talking, listening and
storytelling within a single activity and gets parents and carers talking regularly to young children. Reading to children on a daily basis gives them the best start to life. It is never too early to
start communicating (bookstart.org.uk).
Sharing books with young children is a great way of helping them learn to talk, and a wonderful
opportunity to share a cuddle at the same time!
If you are at home, find a quiet place and turn off the TV or radio. This will help your child to
listen without distraction.
It’s good to share favourite books again and again. Repetition helps children to understand
and remember the language they hear. It is not unusual for young children to want to
hear the same book over and over again. Songs and rhymes are especially good for children too as the rhythms and repetitive language make it easier for children to learn language skills.
Remember, you’re not teaching your child to read. You learn to talk a long time before you
learn to read, and book sharing is a wonderful way to help your child’s language development and foster a love of books. Books are an important source of new vocabulary.
Don’t read for too long. Young children get bored easily, so little and often is best. Try regular
bedtime or bath time story sessions to begin with.
As well as reading the story, talk about the pictures. Pictures and book characters are a great
topic of conversation during and after reading time. If there’s a picture of a dog in a book,
talk about a dog you know. Or if you see a dog in the park or on the street, refer back to
the dog in the book: “Oh look, there is Spot/Scooby Doo/Hairy Maclary...”
Be slow and clear when you read and don’t be afraid to use sing-song or funny voices for
characters, or for words or phrases that are repeated throughout the book. After reading a
book several times, your child will anticipate hearing the change in tone and may well
show this by joining in and repeating the phrase with you and begin to change their tone
too.
Ask your child what their favourite part of the story was and ask them to explain why they
liked that part of the story. Talk about their favourite character and why they liked them;
were they a good or a bad character? Why do they think that? Stop half way or at an
exciting part of the story and before you/they turn the page ask your child to predict what
will happen next.

Helping your child with Mathematics
MATHS IS EVERYWHERE and learning about it doesn’t just happen at school.
We all use mathematics everyday, everywhere!
Young children have lots of important mathematical experiences everyday and there are lots of ways to help them
develop these mathematical skills. The development of mathematical skills depends on children becoming confident and
competent in learning and using key skills. They need help to understand what mathematics is used for and you can
do this by talking about it in your day-to-day routine. Show children how numbers, size, shapes and patterns are
important in your life by doing things like: checking with them the bus number as it arrives, pointing out the numbers
on the clock, talking about how things fit together and tidy away into boxes. Children may not understand all of the
mathematics you use but they can get to know about mathematical words and learn numbers.

How do children learn maths?

All parents and carers know that singing songs and playing at finger rhymes and games quickly grab children’s
interest. The repetition in these rhymes means that even the youngest of children soon pick up the words and will join
in the chorus. When children start school the games they play become more complicated, involving rules, dice and
cards. And while playing these games whether Snakes and Ladders, Snap or Happy Families children are learning
valuable maths skills such as adding up and reading numbers and recognising numbers. By the time a child reaches
school age they slowly start to understand more about numbers, shapes and measurement. They may be able to say
number names up to 20, but only be able to count a small number of objects. Children need plenty of practical
experiences to link what they can see, hear, and feel with the idea of using number. This is when children start to:
say 1,2,3,4… up to 20, count up to 10 objects, recognise the written numbers 0,1,2,3… up to 10, use words to
compare things, such as more/less, greater/smaller etc., make simple patterns and talk about them, name shapes such
as circle, square, triangle and use words to describe where things are, such as under, over, next to, beside etc.

Helping children learn their mathematical skills.
Here are some ideas for encouraging children to learn more about maths:
Lots of stories are ideal for talking about numbers and size. For example, The Three Billy Goats Gruff, The Three
Little Pigs, Goldilocks & the Three Bears, Mr Wolfs Week, What’s the Time Mr Wolf?, Elmer etc. Number rhymes
are an ideal way to involve children in counting. Singing number rhymes such as 5 fat sausages, 5 currant buns, 5
little ducks, 10 green bottles etc. are a fun way to encourage children to count that can be done at any time of the
day. Talk about the which order you get dressed in, and which item you put on first, next and last. Match pairs of
things, shoes, socks etc. In the bath use plastic tubs and ducks or small toys. Count how many toys will make the
boat sink. Drop some coins into the bath and see how many your child can find. Look for numbers as you are walking down the street. You could see how many of a particular number you can spy; or look for numbers in order, first
1, then 2 etc. Give your child a small bag in which to collect a given number of interesting things. E.g. a feather,
shiny stone, leaf, twig etc. Play ‘I spy’ using descriptions instead of an initial letter, for example, ‘I spy with my little
eye
something that is small and very smooth. Compare two shopping bags to see which is the heaviest. Play shape
detectives when walking down the street e.g. how many square windows can you see.? Etc.

Helping your child with Mathematics

Number Fun
These activities help children learn about numbers;


Playing with a calculator



Using their own footprints cut out from newspaper to make a trial to the front
door etc.



Counting fingers, toes, eyes, socks and shoes



Making a birthday card for a friend and writing the number on the cake



Cutting out numbers from magazines and catalogues and looking for page



numbers in books

Shape, Space & Measures
These activities will help your child to learn about shapes and measures


Using empty boxes and packets to build a castle



Wrapping up pretend presents and sometimes real ones to.



Filling up small boxes with objects



Playing making shapes with a light from a torch.



Lining up small cars or plastic figures across a table.



Dropping small stones in a plastic water jug to see the water rise



Helping to read a recipe and weigh out ingredients



Let your child compare the weight of an empty shopping bag with a full one, which
is heavier/ lighter?



Let your child feel and compare the weight of everyday items such as a bag of
flour, tin of beans and use words such as heavy, light, heavier than , lighter than
etc.



Daily routines are a good way of introducing the concept of time. Talking through
the day is an easy way to use the vocabulary of time. E.g. what shall we do today / tonight, this evening etc.

Absences.
If your child is absent from nursery for any reason, all parents must either inform
Mrs Lee in the office via a telephone call (0191 4552862), leave a message on the
answer phone or provide a note on the child's return to school.
These are regulations imposed by the Local Education Authority. We must keep a
record of each telephone message and retain all notes.
If you are removing your child from nursery for any reason, please
inform the nursery so that the place can be quickly offered to someone else.

Sickness.
If your child has a bad cold, has had sickness or diarrhoea we suggest that you keep
them at home for 48 hours. The risk of infection is great among children and we try
to keep this to the minimum by encouraging hand washing after using the toilet. It
would be very helpful if you could show your child the importance of this at home
before he/she starts nursery.

Uniform

All children will be required to wear nursery uniform which comprises of a school
sweatshirt, jogging bottoms or leggings (navy, grey or black) and a
t-shirt. We have introduced a basic uniform into nursery as many nursery activities
are messy and although children wear aprons for such activities some accidents are
inevitable.
All clothing e.g. shoes, coats, wellingtons etc. should be clearly named.

Occasionally children have to be changed into nursery clothes and we would be very
grateful if you would please wash and iron these clothes and return them as soon as
possible.

Jewellery.

Jewellery.
The wearing of any jewellery is NOT allowed throughout the
nursery and school.

The wearing of any jewellery is NOT
Earrings are not to be worn and covering the ears with
allowed
throughout the
elastoplasts is NOT an acceptable alternative.
nursery and school.

This complies with our Health and Safety Regulations.

Earrings are not to be worn and
covering the ears with elastoplasts is
NOT an acceptable alternative.
This complies with our Health and
Safety regulations.

Our Patron Saints.
St Peter: Leader of the Apostles - a Galilean fisherman who, with his brother St.

Andrew, was called to follow Christ and be a “Fisher of men”. Originally called
Simon but given the title Peter, meaning “rock”, by Jesus. The title was explained when, in
reply to Simons declaration “Thou art Christ, the Son of the living God”, the Lord said to
him “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock, I will build my church”, and conferred on him “The
Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven”. In effect making him the first Pope. Warm and impetuous
of character, Peter founded the church in Rome where he was martyred under Nero (64
A.D) The tradition is he, at his own request, was crucified downwards.

St Paul: Apostle of the Gentiles. A Jew with Roman citizenship from Tarsus in Asia Minor.
A tent-maker who studied in Jerusalem under the strict Pharisees, until his dramatic,
visionary conversion to Christ on the road to Damascus, Paul (then known as Saul) was an
active persecutor of the Church, being present at the stoning of Stephen. Paul saw his great
work to be among the Gentiles (non-Jews) and soon
embarked on three great missionary journeys “often in perils of water, robbers,
heathens”. This tireless and powerful missionary kept in pastoral touch with the many
churches he founded by great letters which embody his formative and profoundly influential
religious thinking. His greatness of mind and Spirit becomes only more
apparent as the centuries pass. Eventually martyrs, as with Peter, in Rome by the Sword.
Roman citizens could not be crucified.
The School Badge depicts the Crossed Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven and the Sword
which was the instrument of St. Pauls Martyrdom.

SS. Peter and Paul - Pray for us.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Please notify us if you change your address, telephone number or emergency contact.
Please notify us if a different adult is collecting your child from nursery. For Safeguarding reasons children will not be allowed to leave with adults that are not known
to staff.
If you change your marital status it would help if you would let us know so that your
child is not upset by reference being made to Dad or Mam who is no longer at home.
No jewellery is allowed in nursery.
We need to see your child’s birth certificate either at our initial meeting or on the
day that they start nursery to confirm date of birth.
If you have any problems concerning your child please do not hesitate to contact
either of the qualified nursery staff.

