
Autumn 1 in Year Five 

 

Year Five have made a fantastic start to the year and are already making great 

progress.  We’ve had a busy and productive half term and we would like to 

share some of the work we have completed with you. 

ENGLISH 

In English, we have been reading the book ‘Beowulf’ by Michael Morpurgo.  

We have made predictions about the book and used some of the ideas in the 

book to help us write setting descriptions.  We also found out about Beowulf’s 

skills and experience before taking part in role-play activities to see if he would 

be capable of defeating the awful beast Grendel.  We finished the unit of work 

by writing our own five-part stories based on the story of Beowulf.   

 

MATHEMATICS 

We started the year by investigating the place value of numbers and finding 

out how to round numbers and work with negative numbers.  We then 

practised our addition and subtraction skills and used our skills to investigate 

palindromic numbers and in other problem solving activities.  We’ve had great 

fun using Supermovers and the counting stick to learn our times table facts and 

Mrs Littlewood is very pleased that lots of us are using Times Tables Rockstars 

at home. 

 

HISTORY 

This half term we have been finding out all about the Anglo-Saxons and 

whether or not they were really smashing.  We have used chronological order 

to sort out events from Anglo-Saxon times and have studied different artefacts 

to try and deduce who they might have belonged too.  We had a great day out 

at Jarrow Hall finding out all about Anglo-Saxon life. 

 



As well as all our usual subjects, we’ve also been learning Mandarin again this 

half term and were lucky to have a taster session for Judo.  We all had great 

fun learning how to complete some of the moves.  We have also been working 

with Paula to learn yoga and how it can help us to calm our busy minds.  Some 

of the yoga positions are tricky to hold and it’s surprising how much your 

muscles can ache but we all enjoy it a lot. 

     

 

 

Next half term we will be learning about: 

 Non-chronological reports 

 Recounts 

 Statistics 

 Multiplication and division 

 The geography of the world 

 


