
St. Mary’s RC Primary School 

April 2019  Newsletter 

Mrs. Graham – Head Teacher   

Dear Parents and Carers,  

As we draw very close to the end of a successful term here at St Mary’s it is great to announce that  Mr 

Mackley has become a dad for the second time and  welcomes baby Daniel Mackley into his family, a gorgeous 

brother for Phoebe. When we return after Easter; Miss Waite will have been married in Gretna Green and will 

be known as Mrs. Waite so at least the children won’ t get too mixed up.  

We return to a busy term with KS1 and KS2 SATs tests, Year 1 national phonics screening and we trial various 

tests for the standards and testing agency. We have invested a lot of money into helping your child with their 

learning and would encourage them over the Easter to access Reading Plus, Lexia, Times Tables Rock Stars and 

SPAG.com, the children know their passwords and they are all great resources to support their learning and 

help them with their progress. Thanks to all of the parents who attended our parents / carers sessions with the 

teacher, we still did not achieve 100% attendance and this is something we will strive to ensure we can 

accommodate next time. Mr. Mackley is holding an alternative date on the 24th of April for those parents who 

did not manage to speak to Mrs. Tumelty.  

Watch out for school clubs next term, they are running from after Easter up to the end of the Summer, 

specific dates will be handed out on the club letters. We are always trying to provide a wide selection of after 

school clubs, if you have any suggestions or skills you could offer please contact Mrs. Tumelty.  

Attendance: holidays cannot be authorised by school unless there are exceptional circumstances. Our school 

attendance is currently just below national and must improve therefore unauthorised absences are being 

scrutinised more and will be working with the LA to improve this.  

Academy update we are still on track to convert on the 1st of May 2019.  

Please look out for our new Year 5 librarians who will be announced by the end of the week and will run our new 

library with Mrs. Ewin.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

This week is Holy Week and we would like remind you to check the letter that went 

out last week inviting you to join us.  

All are invited on Thursday, 4th April in school for Prayer Stations, please come along.  

 

On Friday we will be holding our annual Easter Egg Raffle, tickets are now on sale in the school 

hall every morning from 8:30am and again at 3:30pm; 50p per strip. 

 

COMPETITION TIME – A decorate an egg competition will take place on Friday, decorated 

eggs should be named and brought into school on Friday morning to be judged; there will be 

prizes of Easter Eggs, WHSmith book tokens and five £5.00 vouchers to spend at the Travel-

ling Book Fair.  

 

The Travelling Book Fair will be with us all week, please feel free to come 

inside to browse through the fair.  Payments can be made in cash and/or by 

phone; look for further details on posters around school. 



BIG PEDAL  

This begins on Monday the 29th of April, Miss Stothard who is leading this incentive will be sending out details 

after the holiday.  

FUNDRAISING 

We have held a number of fundraising events this academic year – thanks to everyone for helping, our par-

ents/cares are fantastic – Well Done! 

 

Cafod to date: £611.04    Macmillan Coffee Morning: £311.04  

Dementia UK: £243.97     Charlie Cookson Foundation: £217.33 

Red Nose Day: £309.60    Children in Need: £254.08   

THURSTON / FORDCASTLE 2019 

Year 5/6 had a great time at Thurston Outdoor Adventure Centre returning with fun memories of canoeing, 

mountain climbing and team building exercises, our Year 5 pupils will soon be going to Ford Castle on their 

adventure in June and we are already planning next years’ residential trips! May I ask for outstanding 

instalments to be paid on ParentPay. 

SUMMER MILK 

Milk Money for term 3 will show on ParentPay from Tuesday, 2nd April and costs £9.10 per term. Those parents 

in receipt of a benefit and FSM; this option will not show on your ParentPay account as it does not requiring 

payment. Pupils in Reception to Year 2 should pay for milk unless entitled du as this is not 

included in UIFSM programme. 

Pupils from Reception to Year 6 can pay for milk on ParentPay however the deadline for 

ordering milk will be Friday, 12thApril so that the order can be placed with the dairy for 

school returning on 23rd April.  

LETTERS AND NEWSLETTERS 

Never feel you are missing a letter home; copies of letters can be found on the school website in 

Parents – Letters Home – Newsletters.  

SCHOOL UNIFORM – change of supplier 

Our school uniform supplier will change to Initial Images Embroidery Ltd at 2E Rekendyke Eldon Street, South 

Shields from 23rd April 2019.  All uniform for both Nursery and school can now be ordered directly from their 

shop or online at www.initialimages.co.uk 

PARENT WORK SHOPS 

On 20th May, there will be an Attendance Workshop for parents who would like to attend from 1:30-3:30pm 

and on 12th June there will be a Managing Behaviour Workshop from 2:00-3:00pm for further details and to 

book a place and find out more about these 2 invaluable workshops; please contact Miss Wood.  Both workshops 

will be held in school. 

 

The Easter holiday commence on Monday, 5th April to Thursday, 18th April with two Bank Holidays on 19th and 

22nd of April returning on Tuesday, 23rd April 2019. 

School closes this Friday as normal at 3.30pm  

Reception parents / carers will be notified of school places for September 2019 on the 

16th of April.  

Have a Happy and Holy Easter.  

http://www.initialimages.co.uk/

