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As an academy, we here at Trinity have enjoyed a fantastic start to the academic year. With the arrival of our latest cohort of 
year-7 and year-12 students, and a busy year for our year-11  GCSE pupils already well-underway, it has been a pleasure to 
watch the community here at Trinity continue to prosper and grow, and I look forward to seeing us continue to overcome the 
challenges, and enjoy the outcomes, going into 2020.
 
As always, change at Trinity continues. In this edition, our student reporters will talk about the big leaps being made, both within 
the school and at our sixth form, to overcome old challenges, and adapt to the new.  Significant financial  investment into our 
Post-16 Centre, transforming it into a college campus for the 21st century, is set for completion by September, allowing us to 
vastly expand our further education provision, and offer the best possible experiences for our post-16 students.  Our membership 
of the Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust, an innovative and ambitious new Multi-Academy Trust headquartered here at 
our sixth form, continues to facilitate the spread of skills, good-practice and Catholic ethos with 25 schools in our local area, and 
we look forward to working with them going into 2020. Maintaining the exemplary practices of our staff, and always building on 
progress made so far this academic year, remains a priority.
 
Always focused on our growth and development as a college community, we will continue to work on the fantastic 
accomplishments and great successes, achieved already in term-one. We are justifiably proud of the strong and resolute links 
with our community, the exemplary practice of our staff, and the good results of our students, and going into term-two,  I hope 
we can continue to flourish and thrive as a modern, determined school community,with confidence that we are doing what is best 
for our young people.  As Headteacher, it has been my privilege to acknowledge the determination and dedication of my staff, 
the hard-work of our fantastic students, and the support of our parents and guardians, which makes Trinity a unique place for 
learning and achievement.  Thank you, for all your support so far this academic year.
 
On behalf of our sixth form student reporters, I hope you all enjoy reading about the great things being done within our inclusive 
learning community, and reading about the ways in which we are striving to form lives ready to face the future. As always, it is a 
privilege to give you an insight into college life, and on behalf of all of us at Trinity, I hope you all enjoy a prosperous and 
successful term-two.
 
I look forward to updating you all in our next edition.

A WELCOME FROM THE HEADTEACHER
First of all, let me welcome you all to the first edition of Trinity news, by students for you. It is my pleasure to 
write to you all for the first time as Headteacher here at Trinity Catholic College, and introduce you all to the 
latest form of college-community communication.

MRS .  JANET  GRANYCOME
Headteacher
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'A 
COLLEGE 
CAMPUS
FOR THE 
21  CENTURY'

Plans for the redevelopment of Trinity's own Post-16 Centre can 
now be revealed, with the creation of a state-of-the-art, modern 
college campus for the 21st century due for completion in 
September.
 
The radical re-think of post-16 provision at Trinity comes now as part of the college's 
membership of the Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust, and aims to totally 
reimagine the way sixth form provision is delivered as a Catholic college.
 
Implementable across three, vital stages-  the first of which is already complete-  the 
redevelopment is due for completion in September, ready to welcome the next cohort 
of year-12 students as part of Entry2019. The work aims to compliment previous, 
£2 million investment into learning facilities during its transition from St.  Mary's to 
 

Trinity Sixth Form Centre, and seeks to help accommodate broader, 
more diverse cohorts of students from across our region.
 
Phase-one, which was completed immediately after the Christmas 
holidays, saw the creation of 'Postgate House', the new headquarters for 
the Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust, which manages 25 
schools in our area.
The plans saw the isolation of the defunct arts and drama block, and 
some of the 'east-wing' of the older St. Mary's building, with the 
construction of office and conference facilities across the autumn term.
 
Whilst significant, this had minimal impact on students and staff in the 
Centre, and aims to ensure sixth form life continues uninterrupted by 
important Trust activities.                                  Continues next page

 
COMING SEPTEMBER

Full story-
next page

ST
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An artist's impression of the new 

'Post-16 Centre'

Phase-two will deal specifically with re-imagining the appearance of the Post-16 and 
Sixth Form Centre, and will focus in particular on the development of improved and 
updated entrance facilities.  A new, state-of-the-art foyer and reception area for 
students and staff, improved and additional car parking space, and new areas for 
outside recreational activities, are set to take shape as part of this stage.
 
This will aim to broadly improve the external impression of the Post-16 Centre, by 
presenting it as a modern, dynamic college campus, in order to compliment the 
existing high-standards of teaching and learning praised by our community.
 
Additional time has been ring-fenced throughout the summer term to ensure all 
external work is complete, ahead of the arrival of the next cohort in September.
 
Phase-three, the internal transformation of the Centre, is projected to take place 
between July and September, and will deal specifically with modernising the site 
ready for the arrival of students at the start of the next academic year.
 
This will include a total overhaul of existing internal facilities, with the modernisation 
of classroom and learning spaces, better and improved access to updated and 
expanded student refectory and 'break-out' areas, a redecorated and redesigned 
main hall, investment in a brand-new corridor and wing space to improve student 
mobility, and the better utilisation of currently unused aspects of the site.    This 
phase will also see the replacement of old doors and windows, the recarpeting and 
replacement of old floors, the introduction of brand-new toilets and bathroom 
facilities, redesigned stairwells and corridor spaces, and improved access to brand-
new laboratory and computer science facilities already installed in the Centre.
 
Additional room for student recreation will also be implemented across this phase, 
with new car-parking and relaxation areas, and new and expanded access to IT and 
computing facilities.
 
Phase-three will aim to tackle directly the student experience within the Post-16 and 
Sixth Form Centre, transforming it into a college campus worthy of the 21st century, 
with the learning resources and amenities to support modern, dynamic learning, and 
to compete with other local providers of further education.
 
Whilst the plans are ambitious, Trust leaders are keen to stress students will not be 
arriving on a building site when they start their post-16 career in September.
 
Rather, they will be enrolled at a modern, inclusive campus fit for the 21st century, 
which aims to help offer the high-powered environment of an independent sixth form 
college, in addition to the outstanding academic attainment and dedicated pastoral 
care of a school post-16 provision.
 
Overall, the redevelopment will place Trinity in a unique position, to market itself to 
more students than ever before, and help encourage the exemplary teaching and 
learning practices which does it credit.

The redevelopment comes as part of Trinity's membership of the Nicholas 
Postgate Catholic Academy Trust (NPCAT), a new multi- academy partnership 
based across 19 parishes in the Diocese of Middlesbrough. It runs 25 schools 
in our region, including four secondaries and a teaching school.
 
The new, dynamic image for the Post-16 Centre is hoped to help enable the 
Trust's vision of 'through' education, by which young people are given access 
to the highest standards of academic and personal learning from the ages of 
3-19.
 
Under the plans, Trinity Sixth Form Centre will become a further education  
provider for the entire Trust, being responsible for offering its top-tier, high-
standard courses and academic results to students from across the NPCAT, 
including Trinity Catholic College, St. Peter's Catholic College, St. Patrick's 
Catholic College and Sacred Heart Catholic Secondary School.

Why now?

What else is changing?
In addition to the new campus, Trinity is offering a range of new
and re-emphasised opportunities for prospective students;

a range of new courses, including an exciting new computer 
science qualification, and unique 'combined' BTEC and A-level 
pathways
extensive links to top-tier universities, apprenticeship sponsors 
and major employers
guided further-education support, including an expert UCAS 
application programme and leading careers advice service
a brand-new extra-curricular support scheme, including trips 
abroad and university supported progression schemes
free transport for all students who apply for Entry2019

The Post-16 Centre is unique, in that it is able to offer a high-standard 
'college' experience for young people, whilst still  having the exemplary 
results and community links as a school sixth form. The re-development 
hopes to help shape this identity, by offering a distinctly campus-
orientated environment alongside a culture of personal and academic 
achievement. 

Please see the Post-16 page for 
additional information
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a bright, modern sixth form college, 

motivated community, driven
by experienced and dedicated

staff, who will take you
where you want to be

What's on offer?
Students who enrol for Entry2019 will be in a unique position to 
benefit from a range of new opportunities at the Post-16 Centre.

a range of exciting new courses, including A-levels and BTEC qualifications
top-tier results, including a 99% A-level pass rate and a 100% BTEC pass rate

support from specialist A-level and BTEC staff, with decades of experience in their fields

specialised post-18 pathways support, including expert guidance for university and job applications
deep-rooted links with top-tier Russell Group universities, technical schools and major employers

small, focused classes, even in 'highly subscribed' courses such as English and Maths

a brand-new programme of enrichment, which includes extended visits abroad available to all students

brand-new, campus-style facilities due for completion in September

How do I apply?
Trinity Post-16 welcomes applications from students throughout year-11, and, unlike many colleges, 
does not ask for application fees. The Post-16 and Sixth Form Centre aims to attract motivated, 
ambitious students to enrol in its vibrant, dynamic, inclusive learning community.
 
Students are encouraged to apply as soon as possible, due to a high demand for spaces.
They can do so either via the Sixth Form Page at trinitycatholiccollege.org.uk, or can call;
+44 (0)1642 298100.
 
All students currently studying at NPCAT schools are guaranteed an interview 
with the Head of Sixth Form before deadlines close in August.

at the heart of a vibrant and

A fresh start-

free transport for all students, including access to new bus routes

www.trinitycatholiccollege.org.uk

access to unique 'combined' A-level and BTEC qualification pathways

 
*please note some courses may be results-dependant 

free-wifi and an Apple purchase scheme, available to all post-16 students

P
O
ST

16
TR

IN
IT

Y 
C

A
TH

O
LI

C
 C

O
LL

E
G

E

A
N

D
 S

IX
TH

 F
O

R
M

 C
E

N
TR

E



The evening was a chance for former classmates to reunite 
alongside staff and parents, and to recollect on a series of 
fantastic results attained by last year's  year-11s.
 
It also offered an opportunity for nominated students to be 
presented a series of awards, honouring their commitment to 
school life, outstanding behaviour and achievement, and 
adherence to the strong values maintained at Trinity.
 
In addition to the presentation ceremony, attendees were 
given the opportunity to listen to guest speakers, including 
former Trinity pupil president and current mathematics 
student, Joseph Luke.  Joseph spoke about his own 
experiences studying at the school, his progression thereon, 
and how he believes Trinity enabled him to progress to 
where he is today.  He was joined by former St. David's 
alumni Joe Maphosa, professional sportsman and boxer who 
entertained guests with a compelling and entertaining Q&A

KS4 Awards:  

The 29th November was an opportunity for Trinity students to celebrate achievement and academic success with 

the annual KS4 Awards Evening.

 

 

Celebrating achievement at Trinity

CollegeNewsN
EW

S

AND EVENTS THIS ACADEMIC YEAR

session alongside Assistant Head, Mr. Simon Carey.
 
Between the guest speakers and musical performances, students 
were able to catch-up with their old classmates, and update 
teachers about their progression since leaving the main school.  
Former pupils and parents were also given the opportunity to 
meet the Chief Executive Officer of the Nicholas Postgate 
Catholic Academy Trust, Hugh Hegarty, who attended the 
evening to present prizes to the nominated students.
 
Special commendations were announced by former Year 
Manager Mrs. Denise Powner, and Pastoral Leader  Mrs. Kerry 
Clark, both of whom were thanked for their hard work over the 
past four and five years respectively.
 
The evening was well-received by those who attended, and 
offered a remarkable opportunity to reflect on a brilliant five years 
at Trinity Catholic College.

TERM-1 RECAP
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Ofsted praises Trinity's focus on pupil's 
'strong spiritual and social development'

Trinity has garnered praise from independent government 
inspectors for its strong focus on pupils'  'spiritual,
moral, social and cultural development' in a report published 
in autumn.
 
Ofsted inspectors visited the school and sixth form in 
September, identifying a number of key strengths and noting 
clear strategies being employed within Trinity College. to 
increase standards and improve education. Clarity of 
leadership, pupil welfare, and a comprehensive approach to 
pupil development were all noted.
 
Recommendations made within the report,  already clearly 
identified within the school's own internal review, are set to 
be implemented, with senior staff, teachers, pupils and 
college leaders keen to fulfil Trinity's role as a leading 
provider of education.  Headteacher, Mrs. Janet Granycome, 
has thanked parents for their continued hard work and 
support.

Global Bridge:  Forging links

Liturgy 2018:  A showcase of festivity at Trinity
On 19th December, Trinity celebrated its annual Christmas Liturgy, a 
showcase of festivity and talent for the whole community.

The evening, a yearly event at Trinity College, was a fantastic opportunity for 
members of the community to come together and celebrate Christmas, and to  
enjoy the array of talent demonstrated by the young people involved.
 
Staff, parents, students and governors all gathered in the Trinity auditorium to 
watch the show, an emotional rendition of the traditional Nativity Story, told 
alongside choir singing, demonstrations by school drama and dance groups, 
and solo performances by KS3 and KS4 students. Entirely pupil-led, the 
evening was a brilliant opportunity to enjoy the Christmas season whilst still 
bearing in mind the essential faith message ever-present at Trinity.
 
Hard-work by the staff and students involved, including department-leads    
Ms.  Myers and Mr. Knox, along with Mrs. Marron, were greatly appreciated, with 
their efforts going into making a brilliant evening for the whole community.

Across term-one, year-11 and year-12 students were given 
the opportunity to set up their Global Bridge profiles, as part 
of their careers curriculum at Trinity school and Post-16 
Centre.
 
A newly formed scheme, Global Bridge gives students the 
opportunity to showcase their skills, talents and qualifications 
with potential employers and further-education providers, 
through the medium of a fully-secure, interactive IT platform.
 
The scheme plays a big role in careers education across 
Trinity, which seeks to equip students with the tools they 
need to enter the workforce.
 
It is one of many initiatives being pursued college-wide 
throughout term-2, which aims to prepare students in their 
final years of compulsory education, ready to progress into 
the world of work and university. 
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£4000 grant on table for Trinity STEM club

KS3 students at Trinity were given the opportunity to participate 
in a unique learning experience through the BAE STEM 
Roadshow in the autumn term.
 
Year-7 and year-8 pupils, some in their first term in Trinity, were 
given the opportunity to participate in a number of discussions 
and workshops, in order to gain a greater understanding of the 
potential for careers in STEM fields.
 
Provided by British Aerospace, the roadshow integrates 
resources from the Royal Navy, Royal Air Force and Royal 
College of Engineering, and aims to encourage students to 
consider careers in science, technology, maths and engineering.
 
The scheme was well-received by students, with plans to 
continue the programme into the next academic year.

STEM:  A maths & technology roadshow

Having already secured over £1000 in funding, Trinity STEM 
Club is now in-the-running for a further £4000 investment 
grant, as part of the Tesco Plastic Bag Initiative.
 
The scheme, which has seen Tesco pair-up with 
Groundwork, offers grants of £1000, £2000 and £4000 
(comprised of plastic bag sales) to three groups in the region, 
with Trinity STEM club being on the shortlist. The money will 
enable the creation of a state-of-the-art environmental 
garden in the college, allow the school to grow its own 
vegetable and fruit produce, and continue its journey to 
become a 'zero-plastics' provider. 
 
Community members are able to vote in the Tesco shops 
listed here;  www. groundwork.org.uk from March until the 
30th April.

Student attendance across both the school and Post-16 Centre 
has been notably improved following the introduction of a new 
scheme, Jackpot January.
 
The scheme, which was introduced college-wide at the start 
of term-2, aimed to give students a tangible role in improving 
their own attendance, by incentivising positive punctuality, and 
helping re-emphasise the essential links between attendance 
and attainment.
 
Pupils were challenged to improve their attendance and 
punctuality across the 11-16 and post-16 sites, with forms 
reporting significant increases since the start of term-2.
 
The scheme is one of many aiming to improve standards and 
bolster outcomes across the college.
 
 

Jackpot January:  Standards raised across Trinity
 

A Christmas Carol:  Year-10 trip to London theatre

Year-1o students were given the opportunity to watch a live
rendition of their GCSE text with a trip to London before the 
Christmas holidays.
 
Pupils and staff visited the Old Vic theatre in London, where they 
watched a performance of Charles Dickens'  A Christmas Carol, a 
novel which will play a major role in their upcoming GCSE English 
literature exams.
 
The weekend trip also included visits to a number of popular 
landmarks and the annual Christmas markets.
 
It was a valuable opportunity for pupils and staff to relax and 
unwind, whilst also enjoying a very valuable academic experience.
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Young Enterprise:  Business at Trinity

Year-10 students started their academic year with applications 
to join the Young Enterprise business scheme, with the race 
to become the best small business in Britain now  well 
underway. 
 
Through the Young Enterprise scheme, students are given the 
opportunity to create and manage their own businesses, 
creating their own products, handling their own finances, and 
being responsible for marketing, advertising, and promotion to 
the wider community.
First founded in 1966, the scheme aims to increase awareness 
and understanding of the potential for careers in business, and 
has played a major role in work experience training in Trinity for 
a number of years.
 
First introduced to the college in spring 2017, the programme
 
 
 

gives young people the chance to compete in a series of 
competitions, on a local, regional and then national level. 
The scheme has proven very popular with Trinity year-1o 
students, with two Young Enterprise groups currently 
competing to go into the regional competitions later in 
spring. 
 
The first group, TAPs, aims to 'tap' into a healthy lifestyle, 
producing and publishing its own healthy-living book which 
has already sold over fifty copies. The second group, 
Evergreen, offers a range of personalised custom water-
bottles, and have currently made over £250 in profit, with 
plans to expand.  Both teams are expected to excel against 
their competition in upcoming area finals.

Orders for products sold by Trinity's  Young Enterprise 
teams can be made through the school.

 

Careers showcase:  Building our skills

On Wednesday, 6th March,  students currently studying in
year-10 were given the opportunity to showcase their talents and
practice their public speaking at the annual Tees Valley Careers
Event at the Riverside Stadium.
 
Alongside Careers Leader Mrs. Julie Shaw, and business advisors
Mrs. Julie Harrison and Mrs. Ann Stonehouse, students delivered
a confident and concise presentation on Democracy Day, a focus
day held at the 11-16 site last year, which aimed to increase
awareness of British values and the role we play as citizens.
 
The presentation was well-received by those who attended, with
the students praised for their 'fantastic delivery' and 'good levels
of communication.'  
 
It offered a valuable opportunity to demonstrate the important
work being done throughout Trinity, to prepare students for the
world of work, and help develop their academic and practical skills.
 

Spring into Reading:  World Book Day 2019
 
Students were given the opportunity to 'spring into reading' on Thursday, 
7th March, as part of World Book Day 2019.
 
Staff and students were encouraged to engage in the importance of 
literacy and reading across the 11-16 site, by bringing their own favourite 
books into school, participating in special workshops, and reading as 
groups within their form and subject classes.
 
Students who have shown 'outstanding' progress as part of the 
Accelerated Reading Programme were also invited to a special lunchtime 
session in the school LRC, with games, a raffle and food being shared by 
pupils who have taken a tangible role in improving their literacy, across 
KS3 and KS4.
 
World Book Day is a valuable opportunity for the school to reiterate the 
importance of literacy within the curriculum, and celebrate the efforts of 
students who have worked hard to improve their own reading skills.
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Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust:

What's Trinity's role?
The Trust was formed by special instruction of Bishop Terence
Drainey in May 2018, with the amalgamation of a number of
smaller Catholic Trusts. It plays a vital role in serving the 
Middlesbrough Diocese, by providing comprehensive, faith-
based education for young people across 19 parishes.
 
Formed with the vision of establishing a system of 'through'
education, whereby young people are given the benefit of
quality, community-based learning from the ages of 3-19, the
Trust's strategic goal is to enable the development of good
practice and quality governance, in light of the strong vision of
Christ. It also hopes to build on the Good Work of the Blessed
Nicholas Postgate, to whom we all bear witness.
 
The mission statement of the NPCAT is to 'form lives ready to
face the future', and it is with this precept in mind that all
decisions impacting all Trust schools are made.

Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust is a newly-formed, multi-academy partnership of 25 schools,

a teaching school  and a sixth form college based in the north-east of England.

Trinity Catholic College is one of 25 schools in the
Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust, and, alongside 
St. Patrick's Catholic College in Thornaby, St. Peter's 
Catholic College in South Bank, and Sacred Heart Catholic 
Secondary School in Redcar, forms a partnership of four 
secondaries within the Multi-Academy Trust.
 
Trinity is also the operator of the Trust's post-16
provision, in the form of the Trinity Post-16 Centre,
due for expansion this year.
 
By working with its partner schools and with local
primaries, Trinity stands to benefit from shared
resources, quality governance and good practice, 
building on decades of expertise and hard-forged links
with the local community.
 

Forming lives ready to face the future

TrustNews
INFORMATION ABOUT THE NICHOLAS POSTGATE CATHOLIC ACADEMY TRUST

NPCAT_MEDIA NPCAT on YouTube

Who are we?
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Living out 
Gospel values

CAUSE 2018:  Called to Serve Christ

The CAUSE Appeal, first started at Trinity's predecessor 
school, Newlands FCJ, in 1987, has become a staple of 
Christmastime at the College, with the vital contributions 
from staff and students helping support essential work to 
combat social evils in our local community. 
 
Working closely with the Middlesbrough Diocese, social 
services and other organisations, the College seeks to help 
answer the Call to Serve from Christ, to fulfil His powerful 
message of charity and hope, and bring courage to those in 
need. 
 
This year, the event-founder and former Newlands teacher, 
Pat McBride, was awarded the British Empire Medal by Her 
Majesty the Queen for services to charity, her work going 
into over 11,000 hampers over the past thirty-one years.
 
During the assembly, event co-coordinator Dr. Chrissy 
Gargett spoke of the 'joy' she has felt in bringing the 
hampers to families in need across the Diocese, and in 
particular noted her pride in the 'amazing' contributions 
made by staff and students in 2018.
 
Over 81 hampers were collected from across the school and 
Post-16 Centre, breaking previous records, and allowing the 
scheme to benefit more people than ever before.
Gifts, such as toys and food, play a vital role in helping bring
 
 

light into the lives of those in need, particularly during 
such a difficult time of year.
 
The CAUSE Appeal came this year as part of the Called 
to Serve initiative, a new scheme introduced by the 
Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust in 
December 2018.
 
Founded with as part of the Trust's vision of 
community-orientated learning, the scheme aims to 
give schools a tangible role in the communities they 
serve, by working closely within the 19 parishes served 
by the Trust, and striving to tackle injustice and social 
evils within our local area.
 
In addition to the CAUSE Appeal, Trinity has attempted 
to answer the Call to Serve through a broad range of 
charitable initiatives, including helping the homeless, 
supporting sponsored lunches and communal events 
for the elderly and disabled, and fundraising for a 
number of local and national charities.
 
The Call to Serve aims to help support social and 
personal development among pupils and staff, and to 
help continue the Good Work of the Blessed Nicholas 
Postgate, to whom we all bear witness.
 
It also hopes to help re-iterate the essential role of 
Christ in our lives, by enabling us to fulfil our Christian 
duty and to reflect our Gospel values within our 
communities.

 
On Monday 17th  December, Trinity staff and students 
gathered to celebrate the annual CAUSE Appeal 
assembly, now in its thirty-first year.
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ParentPage

Thursday,
21 March

'Parent Power' exams, revision and

study evening for Year 10 and Year 11 

parents.

Wednesday,
20 March

4-7pm
Year 8 parent consultation evening.
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Year 11 revision sessions 
are held every evening

afterschool, 3:05- 4:05pm

Free transport is available 

Revision sessions
for GCSE students
are scheduled to 
take place across 

the Easter Holidays

All student interim
reports are now 

available
through the 
ParentPortal

information for parents and guardians

Communicating with parents at Trinity is a priority.
For copies of school letters, term dates, staff contact details
and other information, please visit: www.trinity.npcat.og.uk

Parent's evenings are a valuable 
opportunity to track your child's 
progress in school. Appointments can 
be booked through the ParentPortal.

Monday,
8 April

First Easter study sessions at the 11-16

site for all Year 11 GCSE students.
For information on approved term dates for the academic year 2019-20,
please visit:  www.trinity.npcat.org.uk
 

SCHOOL TERM DATES, 2019-20

REVISION SESSIONS
Parents are asked to support their child's progress in school by encouraging 
them to utilise all available revision and study sessions.
 
Study sessions are held every day, both during lunchtimes and formtimes, and 
every weekday afterschool, as part of the Period-6 Programme. Timetables and 
other information can be found on the school website.
 
Additional sessions are also scheduled for the Easter holidays, starting on 
Monday, 8 April. These classes are a valuable opportunity to fill-gaps and build 
on progress made so far this academic year.
 
Parents can find out more details at the 'Parent Power' exams, revision and 
study information evening at the 11-16 site on Thursday, 21 March.
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PupilPage

Monday, 8 April-
Wednesday 10 April

Monday,
1 April

First Easter study sessions at the 

11-16 site for Year 11 GCSE students.

Trip to watch Blood Brothers at

Billingham Forum for  Year 10 students.
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Y

Sixth formers
are asked to sign up
for lunchtime duty

over at the 11-16 site

Payment will be arranged

Year 11 students
can now sign up 
for NCS Summer 

2019 Scheme

information for students

Post-16 students are encouraged to sign-up for lunchtime
duty over at the 11-16 school site.
Year 12 and Year 13 pupils who register will be offered free
school meals and vouchers, and additional privileges. 

As a student, you have the 
responsibility to keep track of important 
dates and deadlines. Copy important 
information into your planner, and 
remember to pass information on to 
parents.

Post-16

Post-16

All Year 11 students are encouraged to utilise all revision 
sessions being held during lunchtimes and afterschool.
Pupils may also make use of revision sessions held during
the school holidays; study sessions will be held across the
Easter Holidays, starting on Monday 8 April.

Students in  Year 7 and  Year 8 are encouraged to sign up to
the St. Vincent De Paul Society, a charity which offers students
the opportunity to improve their local community.
Pupils can register via Dr. Gargett.                                                            
(gargett.c@trinity.npcat.org.uk)

Student Notices

Year 7/8 pupils
can now sign up

for the St. Vincent
De Paul Society

Enrolment for
Trinity Post-16
is now open to

all Year 11 students
Find a prospectus for
Entry2019 in the LRC

Wednesday,
13 March

First Practical Drama exam for

Year 11 GCSE Drama students.
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RevisionTips
'Revision tips' and hints for year-11 students

Student 
guidence and 
advice-  from 

the experts

It's a tough choice! But we all know which button you've got to press if you want to do well....

 

Your questions 
answered by 

last year's
Y11s

Revision and 

exams:
So, it's March. GCSEs are three months away-  it seems like such a short amount of time. 
In a handful of weeks, you will be sat in the exam hall, placing your 'centre number' in 
the box at the top, and scribbling your signature. 
 
Then the clock will start. Heads down, paper open.
 
You don't want to sit there and wish you had done more work- wish you had put the 
effort in three months before. The only sure-fire way to succeed is to revise, and 
unfortunately, not studying isn't an option.  Do you know where to get started? 
Following good advice is key, and we've tried to pull some together to support you 
going into GCSEs in May this year.
 
 

WHERE TO GET STARTED
The biggest obstacle to revision is getting started. When you've got over three years of 
content to go-over, sometimes in as many months, the whole thing can seem 
daunting, and it might seem easier to put it-off.
 
Getting into a routine, and breaking down your revision, helps you get started-  and 
once you've done that, the whole thing starts to come naturally. 
 

GETTING TO GRIPS WITH THE REALITY
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Q A&
Between us, we have ten grade 9s

Here's our advice

Q: Which revision guides or equipment do I need to 
revise for exams?
A: The school has provided great revision tools for you to 
use-  not only are they made for the teachers for your 
class specifically, they’re also free!  If you’re wanting 
something else, the GCSE Pod is made to match your 
curriculum, so they’re a big help.
In terms of equipment, everything’s good. Coloured 
pens, paper and card are all useful-  once you have a 
strategy, you will know which equipment you need.

Q: Which strategies are best for revision?
A: My favourite revision method was making mind 
maps. I found these very useful, especially when you 
have to remember a lot of names and dates. It’s good 
to use a certain colour for each category, as it groups 
the information together. Bullet-points and copying 
out information is also a good idea-  see the next page 
for more tips.

Q: How can I manage stress when revising?
A: Don’t stress out, it’s never worth it. If things do start to 
get on top of you, just take a step back, and relax. Talk to 
your friends, teachers, parents.. .   GCSEs are a stressful 
time, and it’s important, but you shouldn’t let it get on 
top of you. If things are getting too much, Headstart 
counsellors are available through your Head of Year.  See 
our HeadStart page for more information.
 

Q: When do you start the ‘hard-core' revision?
A: The sooner, the better. Start as soon as you 
can-  it doesn’t have to be a lot straight away, you 
can build it up and get into a routine. But getting 
started is the biggest obstacle- once you’ve 
gotten over that, things will fall into place.

Q: Should you spend more time on English and Maths?
A: You should spend the most time on your weakest subjects, 
whilst still leaving room for everything else. However, English 
and Maths are particularly important, as you have to pass them 
at GCSE. It's important to know what's best for you-  speak to 
your teacher about the things you need help with, so you can 
concentrate your revision properly.

Q: How long should you spend revising one subject?
A: When I started revising, I eased into it by just 
spending 25 minutes on a topic and then having a 
break. This way, you’re maximising your concentration, 
and you don’t get too bored too quickly. Just doing 25 
minutes can have a big impact.

Revision sessions for all year-11 GCSE pupils will be held across the 

Easter holidays, starting with the 'core-subjects'  (English, Maths and 

Science) on Monday, 8th April-  Wednesday, 10th April.

 

Options-subjects, including History, French, Geography, Art, Music, 

Drama and German, will also be holding additional support sessions 

and progression classes across these two weeks.

 

All students are encouraged to make-use of these important classes, 

which seek to build on progress made so far in school time.

 

Further information can be found through the school website, or via 

subject teachers and pastoral leaders.

Revision notice
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Q: Do you have any good strategies for revising 
maths?
A: Past papers!  This is a great way to study, 
because you can use the mark scheme to grade 
it afterwards, and this will show you which 
areas you need to build on. It also helps if you 
practice under the timed conditions-  this way, 
you are preparing yourself for your exam. 
Past papers are a great way to find out what 
you’re not so confident with, and presents 
questions to you as you will find them in the 
real thing. 
From there-  Hegarty Maths .  You all have your 
logins, and it’s a great way to revise. Find 
somewhere quiet and start learning!
For more structured studying, there are revision 
sessions on afterschool and at lunchtime. See  
form tutors for term-2 revision timetables. 

Q: How do you balance revision for all 
subjects?
A: You can balance revision through all 
subjects by making a revision 
timetable. You can do this on the GCSE 
Pod ;  you can factor-in the time you’re 
at school (as well as any extra 
curricular activities) and then use the 
time you have left to study specific 
subjects. 
You can also use these plans for school 
holidays, when you have full days free, 
and you can timetable how many hours 
you want to spend on each subject.
Fundamentally, It’s about knowing 
what’s good for you.

GCSE Pod is a brand-new, fully-interactive mobile tool, which seeks to help support students with their independent 

revision. All pupils are encouraged to incorporate the tool as part of their personal study strategies, in order to compliment 

their learning both in school and at home.

 

The tool is designed to help pupils keep-track of their studies, and monitor their own progress across all of their subjects. It 

includes a broad range of information and support resources for all GCSE options, and allows staff to work closely with 

students in identifying their strengths, and helping work on any areas for improvement, ahead of exams in summer.

 

The Pod is suitable for computer use, and can also be downloaded as a free, mobile app.

 

Students can access their login details through their form tutors, pastoral leaders, or curriculum teachers. Further 

information is available on the school website.

 

 

 

 

 

G
C

S
E

 P
o

d What is it?
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SO, HOW DO
I ACTUALLY
REVISE? 
REVISION STRATEGIES

Mindmaps

... and take breaks!

Flashcards

Mindmaps are a great way to fit lots of 
information on one page.
 
They're especially effective when you use lots 
of bright colours-  block colours, like red, blue 
and green can help you memorise important 
bits of information.
 
Mindmaps can be great for going over whole 
topics-  it helps you link ideas quickly,
and clearly.
 
Trying to get lots of information across in 
simple note writing can be difficult-  
mindmaps let you condense that to what's 
important.

Flashcards are a great way to memorise
key pieces of information, such as
keywords and equations.
 
They also give you the chance to go over
big topics and summarise them-  
something that you'll definitely have to
be doing in the real thing.

If you want to revise effectively, you've got to take regular breaks!
 
It's important to break your revision up into blocks, to stop you from 
becoming overtired, and to help you memorise more stuff more 
effectively.
 
A good way to do this is to time yourself.   25 minutes reading material 
and making notes, with a 10 minute break, followed by 10 minutes 
testing yourself and then some time filling in any gaps, is a great way 
to learn effectively.
 
Revise quickly and effectively, and break your studying up into more 
manageable sections. That big textbook looks like a lot when it's sat 
there on a desk, but when you break it up into chunks, it becomes a 
whole lot more workable.
 
And don't forget to drink enough water!

If you want to really get-to-grips with what you're going to be  
facing in the real thing, old exam papers are a great way to  
learn.
 
Printing-off and completing old exam questions gives you 
the  chance to test yourself, and fill in any blank boxes. 
 
It also gives you the chance to apply what you've learned, so 
it isn't totally alien to you on the big day.
 
Speak to your teacher about this-  they should have lots of 
old materials for you to use in your revision.

Past-papers
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HEADSTART
MIDDLESBROUGH

says... #feelgood
about your exams

HeadStart has one, clear objective: to give young 
people across our region the tools they need to live 
happy lives, confident in their own well-being and 
with the resilience and to handle life's challenges.
 
It operates across 50 schools in Middlesbrough, 
including seven secondaries, and five further 
education providers, including four sixth forms.  The 
work it does is broad; from offering mental health 
workshops, counselling for vulnerable young people, 
schemes to engage students in their own wellbeing, 
training for teachers and staff and support for schools 
to better support pupils.

Who are we?

What do we offer?
HeadStart offers a broad range of opportunities and 
programmes for schools across our area.
 
For students, it aims to support wellbeing by giving 
them the tools they need to withstand life's 
challenges.
 
In Trinity, this comes in the form of training special 
HeadStart 'mental health champions'- students who 
take a tangible role in their own wellbeing and that of 
their friends; specialist 1x1 counselling services, 
accessible through any member of school staff; and 
training for teachers and pastoral carers, enabling 
them to support young people under their care.

As always, help

is available.

Please visit our social media 
pages or our website for 
more information:

Coping with exam stress
For many young people, exams can be one of the
most stressful things they've experienced in
their lives, and for some, this pressure can become
too much.
 
It's important not to let things get on-top of you;
making sure you are organised, in good routines
and keeping on-top of your studies can help 
ward-off exam stress.
 
Taking regular breaks, not being afraid to take a
step-back, and not letting exams become the
total focus of your life is essential.

www.HeadstartMiddlesbrough.com

@HeadStart_Boro
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CollegeSports
sport f ixtures and information from this academic year

Rugby
The Trinity Boys Rugby Team has continued to excel going into this 
academic year, with a series of wins across KS3. In addition to 
victories from the year-7 and year-8 teams, year-9 were nominated to 
represent Middlesbrough in the Tees Valley Rugby Finals at Redcar 
RUFC, having beaten local rivals to claim the top spot.

Football
Football teams at the college started a busy year in term-1, with teams 
competing at three levels,  in local, county and national games.
 
The year-9 boys were unlucky to miss-out in the last-64 of the National 
Cup, however garnered praise after pushing the game well-into additional 
time, narrowly loosing out.
 
Having already played and beaten local rivals from Macmillan Academy, in 
addition to a series of successful away-games in Harrogate and Hull, the 
year-7 girls team are now preparing to enter the last-32 of their own 
national cup, and are expected to continue their fantastic win-streak going 
into our third term.

Athletics
Year-7 and year-8 boys and girls teams both excelled in the 
annual Indoor Athletics Festival in November, with the boys 
coming a respectable fifth and sixth respectively. They were 
vastly overshadowed by the fantastic performance from the girls, 
who finished first and second (year-8 and year-7) respectively, 
and went on to represent Middlesbrough at the Tees Valley 
Indoor Athletics Finals.
 
Year-7 girls finished a fantastic third, and year-8 a positive 
seventh, beating records held by the college so far in this highly 
competitive field.

Cross Country
Trinity’s junior boys and girls teams finished an 
impressive first place at the Middlesbrough 
Cross Country Championships,  with the regular 
boys and girls team also coming a reputable 
fourth-place. Intermidiate level proved a greater 
challenge at the team event, with the boys’ team 
finishing fifth, with the girls following closely 
behind.
 
A record number of Trinity runners were 
selected for the Middlesbrough team this year; 
 Jocelyn Kilkenny, Rose McCarthay, Gabriel 
Brookes , Emma Rodgers, Ruby Pollard, Alex 
Armstrong , Tom Lane, Owens Burns, Leo 
McCarthy, Bradley Peters,  Iris Tomlinson, 
Manula Da Cruz Pinto, Hollie Kendall, Jacob 
Taylor and Ciaran Walker Riley.
Trinity is also proud to announce that year-10 
student, Jacob Taylor, was also selected to 
represent Cleveland County Cross Country at 
the English Schools Cross Country finals at 
Leeds, in February.

Netball
Trinity continues to dominate the local netball games leagues, with the 
girls teams continuing to move from success-to-success. 
 
With over fifty girls attending practice on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday lunchtimes, each year group is anticipated to have 
representation at the Town Cup competitions in February, with a trip at 
the end of the year to the Netball World Cup in Liverpool for those who 
rise to the challenge.

Indoor athletics
Year-7 and year-8 girls team marked a great triumph in 
November, after coming first and second respectively in the 
annual Indoor Athletics Festival at Eston Leisure Centre.
Their success has enabled them to go on to compete with the 
best teams in the region from Redcar, Stockton and Darlington, 
representing Middlesbrough at the Tees Valley Indoor Athletics 
Festival. They came a respectable third and seventh respectively- 
Trinity’s best indoor athletics outcome for many years.
The boys team also went on to do the college proud, leaving the 
Festival with a respectable fifth and sixth place respectively.@TrinityCCSport

For sports news and updates,

please follow;
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