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Welcome  

 

 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year on 
behalf of the Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust 

 

  

 

We are delighted to confirm that following an Ofsted visit to St Gerard’s 
Catholic Primary School in November, 100% of our Primary Schools are now 
judged good or outstanding by Ofsted. 

Mr Ashley Wilkinson has been appointed Deputy Headteacher at St 
Gabriel’s Catholic Primary School and we wish him every success in his new 
role. 

The positive impact of the Trust has been significant since September with 
four of our schools recognised in the Top 200 Primary Schools in England by 
the Sunday Times.  60% of our Primary schools have also just been listed in 
‘The Times Primary School League Tables’ with a total of 10 schools ranked 
the top 10 in Redcar and Cleveland, Middlesbrough and Stockton. 

The next twelve months will see significant development within our schools 
and I look forward to sharing these with you over the coming months.    

May you all have a peaceful and restful Christmas 
Hugh 

 
NPCAT Christmas Blessing       
Lord God, we praise you for creating man, and still more for 
restoring him in Christ. Your Son shared our weakness; may we 
share his glory, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen 
  

 “Called to 
Serve” launch 
It is very appropriate that we consider the 
word service and reflect upon how, as 
schools we serve others. Pope Francis stated: 
“Those who lead, must serve.” Washing feet, 
Pope Francis said, “was the work of a slave, 
but it was a service. A service performed by 
slaves and Jesus wanted to perform this 
service to give us an example of how we 
have to serve one another.” 

As a Catholic Trust we unite under the theme 
of ‘Called to Serve’. Our bishop, Bishop 
Terence’s motto can be translated as 
‘Looking forward in blessed hope’. This is 
what we are asked to reflect upon and turn 
these words into living acts of service, to 
bring hope to others – serving our 
communities and parishes. 

See page 6 for details of what’s already 
happened across our schools! 

NEW SONG!  check out our website 
www.npcat.org.uk from Wednesday,  
19th December to hear our song!  

Want to sing along to it?  See page 7 for  
the lyrics. 

Forming lives ready to face the future 
 
Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust 
Postgate House, Trinity Catholic College 
Saltersgill Avenue, Middlesbrough, TS4 3JW                       www.npcat.org.uk 
 

 

  



 

2 
www.npcat.org.uk     Tel: 01642 298 100     Email: enquiries@npcat.org.uk 

 

School Stories 
St Bede’s Catholic Primary School 

State Primary of the Year 

St Bede’s Catholic Primary School in Marske-by-the-Sea 
has been named Sunday Times State Primary School of 
the Year. 

The honour came in Sunday, 18th November edition of 
Britain’s longest-standing newspaper school guide, The 
Sunday Times Parent Power, which recognises the 
country’s top-achieving schools in both the state and 
independent sectors.  

St Bede’s head Joanna Wilson said: “We are delighted 
that the school’s passion, drive and excellence has been 
honoured in this way. This achievement is testament to 
the amazing work carried out here at St Bede’s by the 
staff, its governors and our dedicated parents and 
pupils.”  

Sunday Times Schools Guide editor Alastair McCall said: 
"St Bede's is the embodiment of what an outstanding 
primary school should be. Its children achieve excellent 
results, but the school offers so much more than that. 
Committed and talented staff tease the best out of the 
children in a school where moral and spiritual 
development counts as much as academic 
achievement.   

 

 

  
 
Excellent performance by year 6 pupils in the 
government’s new key stage 2 SATS last year propelled 
St Bede’s from 24th in last year’s Sunday Times Parent 
Power table to joint 4th this year. Pupils attained an 
average scaled score of 115 for reading, 113 for 
grammar and 114 for math’s, giving them a combined 
score of 342 across all three assessments, which has led 
to St Bede’s being named State Primary School of the 
Year. 

 “We are thrilled for one of our schools to receive this 
accolade so early in the life of our new trust,” said 
Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust (NPCAT) 
Chief Executive, Hugh Hegarty.  

St Bede’s is one of four NPCAT primaries named in the 
Sunday Times top 250. Christ the King in Thornaby is 
ranked 143, St Edward's in Linthorpe is at 184 in the list 
and St Thérèse of Lisieux in Ingleby Barwick is in 195th 
place. 
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School Stories 

1 

 

Sacred Heart Secondary 
School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Launch of the Careers Hub at Sacred Heart 
 
Sacred Heart are excited to be the Lead School for the 
Tees Valley Careers Hub and proud to host the launch of 
the event last month.  
 
There was a fantastic start to the launch by an 
introduction from the Mayor of Tees Valley, Ben 
Houchen, who outlined his vision for Careers across Tees 
Valley and the importance quality careers education and 
guidance had played in his own life. 
 
Kelly Dillon, the Careers Hub Lead then outlined the 
plans for the Tees Valley Hub and what it meant for the 
35 Schools/Academies or Colleges involved. 
 
The Headteachers and Careers Advisors attending had 
the opportunity to network with other Schools/ 
Academies and Colleges from across the Tees Valley and 
visit exhibitors demonstrating products designed to 
enhance Careers opportunities for students and help 
placements to meet the 8 Gatsby Benchmarks.  
 

 

Year 9 Win National Football Cup 

Year 9 footballers did Sacred Heart proud again 
defeating High Tunstall 4-3 in the National Cup. They 
played High Tunstall in 2 county cup final victories, both 
very close matches, and after going 2 up inside 10 
minutes they thought it may be an easier than 
expected afternoon. It wasn't to be as they responded 
and made it 2-2 at the break before 3-2 ahead midway 
through the second half. Sacred Heart footballers 
'never say die 'attitude kicked in and they equalised not 
long after, before breaking away and scoring the 
winner with 5 minutes to go. 
 
Huge congratulations boys! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrating Swimming Success 

Sacred Heart are extremely proud of Emelia who 
achieved 1 Gold medal for her 50m Breast stroke, 1 
Silver and 2 Bronze medals at the Wear Valley 
Swimming Gala in Bishop Auckland and Emily who 
came 2nd in the 50m Butterfly, 4 X 1 Individual Medley 
(Butterfly, Back stroke, Breast stroke and Front crawl), 
50m Freestyle and 50m Back stroke at the Saltburn and 
Marske ASE Annual Gala both held in November.  

Well done girls! 
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School Stories 
Trinity Catholic College 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Stage 4 Celebration of Achievement 
Evening 2018. 

On Thursday, 29th November, Trinity came together to 
celebrate the success of all their former Year 11 
students at the annual Key Stage 4 Celebration of 
Achievement Evening 2018. 

Students were given the opportunity to collect awards 
and their certificates for achievement in their academic 
studies, as well as to celebrate their participation in 
whole school life. 

Two special guests joined the evening, Joseph Luke and 
Joe Maphosa, both former students of the school.  
Joseph gave an inspirational keynote speech in which he 
spoke about his school life and current studies at St 
Andrews University. Whilst in a motivational Question 
and Answer session with the audience, Joe Maphosa 
inspired students to “aim to be the very best” as he 
outlined his goal and achievement of reaching 
professional boxing status. 

It was fantastic to see such a high turnout of students 
and parents attend the celebration evening. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middlesbrough Schools’ Sportshall 
Athletics Competition 
 
Congratulations to Year 7 and Year 8 girls who recently 
took part in the Middlesbrough Schools’ Sportshall 
Athletics competition at Eston Leisure Centre. Year 7 
girls finished as runners up and Year 8 girls were 
winners of the competition.  The two teams will now 
represent Middlesbrough in the Tees Valley finals in 
January. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

London Theatre Trip – ‘A Christmas Carol’ 
 
Students in year 10 were recently given the exciting 
opportunity to participate in a trip to the capital city 
where they were able to partake in a number of 
activities. The trip ran from 8th – 9th December and 
included an opportunity to see a live stage performance 
of A Christmas Carol at The Old Vic, a text, students are 
studying as part of their GCSE English Literature exam. 
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School Stories 
St Margaret Clitherow’s Catholic Primary 

Advent Wreath Making 

Look how busy Y1 have been, preparing for the birth of 
our Lord. The children have looked at the Advent wreath 
and what it means at this time of year. They have made 
the star of Bethlehem to light the top of the Christmas 
tree and each child placed a golden butterfly on the tree 
in remembrance of a loved one who has died, or is 
poorly or someone who will be less fortunate than them 
this Christmas. The children asked to make a post box, 
so they could spread the love of Jesus, with a card to 
their friends. 

 
  
 

 

 Supporting Charities 
 
Pudsey Bear was a huge hit with the children last week. 
As usual, the St Margaret Clitherow’s community was 
extremely generous and they raised a phenomenal 
amount for Children In Need - £293.85. Pudsey was 
delighted!! 
 
A representative from the British Legion also visited the 
school to award them with a certificate that stated that 
due to the poppy appeal, they had raised £420.00 for 
the armed forces community past and present. 
 
Thank you for your continuing love and support in 
everything they do in school and for always being so 
willing to helping others in need.  
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Called to Serve  
 

Launched this week, Called to Serve aims to ensure the Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust  
and its schools unite to make a positive impact within their communities, building on the  
excellent work already being done. 

Catholic Social Teaching is about showing daily care and concern for one another, our families and those around us who  
are less fortunate and as Catholic schools, community and faith are at the heart of everything we do.  

Many of our Schools have already been out in their communities at local homeless shelters or children’s hospitals as well 
collecting food for local food banks and making hampers for local families and good causes such as CAUSE. Christmas 
fayres, coffee mornings, carol services and shoe box appeals plus many more initiatives have also been happening 
throughout December. 
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Celebrating Called to Serve 
 

To celebrate our year of Called to Serve within our schools we have 
developed a new song to bring it to life for our children.  

Listen to it now on www.npcat.org.uk and sing along using the lyrics below! 

  

We’re called to serve one another 
Jesus you show me the way 
Put others before me 
To live in your glory 
We pray 
  
Lord you are there in the weakest 
We see your face in the poor 
Open our eyes, our hearts and our minds 
To your 
Love 
  
In everything, we will serve you 
To be your hands 
To do your work 
Give me the grace, so I can see your face 
In everyone I meet 
  
Light of the world you ignite us 
Bring us together as one 
United in service 
Our life has a purpose 
In you 

  
 

Don’t let fear hold you back 
Give your heart to his plan 
Show us the path 
so we can live in you 
 
In everything, we will serve you 
To be your hands 
To do your work 
Give me the grace, so I can see your face 
In everyone I meet 
 
We will not fear, we choose to hear your call 
Inspire our faith, to give not take 
 
In everything, we will serve you 
To be your hands 
To do your work 
Give me the grace, so I can see your face 
In everyone I meet 

In everything, we will serve you 
To be your hands 
To do your work 
Give me the grace, so I can see your face 
In everyone I meet 
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Christmas is coming to  
NPCAT Schools  
 


