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Trinity Catholic College is a caring and inclusive 
college with a successful track record of high academic 
achievement.  We have established a strong reputation 

and are held in extremely high regard by the immediate and 
wider community.

Together in our ‘state of the art’ £20+ million college and 
refurbished and separate Sixth Form block, we ensure that our 
students receive the very best education possible with resources 
and facilities second to none.  Students starting at Trinity are 
encouraged to build on their prior knowledge to quickly become 
part of an ethos that nurtures talents, embraces collective and 
individual strengths and enables learning to flourish in a safe and 
secure environment.

From the 1st September we are now embarking on a new and 
exciting journey with the formation of the ‘Nicholas Postgate 
Catholic Academy Trust’ alongside schools from Middlesbrough, 
Stockton and Redcar.

The new Academy has opened up a future of fantastic 
opportunity for both staff and students during which we will 
continue to develop, in partnership with 21 primary schools and 
4 secondary schools, a comprehensive 3-19 Catholic Education 
strategy for all our students whilst maintaining Trinity’s own unique 
character. 

Through the trust I am working in collaboration with Simon White 
(Head Teacher of Egglescliffe School) on school improvement.

My vision for Trinity is that we continue to be at the heart of 
the Catholic community, proud of our culture and diversity, 
dedicated and fully inclusive in the college mission to support the 
development of young people through shared Gospel values.

We want each of our students to be nurtured to enable them to 
face the demanding world of the 21st Century with confidence 
and hope.  We urge them to be team players and to develop the 
imagination, flexibility and determination so each one of them will 
want to shape the future not respond to it.

At Trinity we always endeavour to make the college experience 
exciting, demanding and enjoyable.  We value the good 
relationships between staff and students and are proud of our 
warm and friendly atmosphere.  Working in partnership with 
parents/carers is very important to us.  

We welcome visits to the college at any time.

Trinity Catholic College:
“An Inclusive, Learning Community Living Out Gospel Values”

A Welcome from the 
Headteacher...

Mrs J Granycome
Headteacher
Trinity Catholic College
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Nicholas Postgate Catholic
Academy Trust
On 1st September 2018 Trinity Catholic College 
joined with Catholic Schools from across 
Middlesbrough, Stockton & Redcar to form 
Nicholas Postgate Catholic Academy Trust.

This close relationship provides students with 
considerable advantages in terms of continuity 
and progression in academic achievement, 
personal development and well-being.

Religious Education
A systematic programme of Religious Education is at 
the heart of the curriculum. The course aims:
• To allow students to engage with the Catholic faith and    

deepen their own religious and theological understanding

• To promote the human person, equipping students    
to live life to the full

• To examine contemporary issues in the light of Christian principles; 
to supply a response to some of the social and spiritual problems of 
today and encourage a well-informed commitment to specific moral 
teaching.

• To develop responsible citizens who show empathy and  
understanding and make a positive contribution to society

Chapel
The College has a Chapel which provides a 
prayerful space for worship and a place for 
contemplation and peace for students and staff.
Holy Mass is offered here on the first Friday of each month in term 
time at 8.00am. Families are welcome to attend. The College and 
Chapel were solemnly blessed and dedicated in July 2012 by The Rt. 
Revd. T.P. Drainey, Bishop of Middlesbrough.

Pilgrimages and Retreats
Pilgrimage is central to our life of Catholic faith.
Each year, students have various opportunities to take part in 
pilgrimages to nearby shrines like Our Lady of Mount Grace 
(Osmotherly), St Cuthbert & Venerable Bede (Durham) and to the 
Holy Island of Lindisfarne.

Pilgrimages further afield go to the Eternal City of Rome and to Our 
Lady of Lourdes on the Middlesbrough Diocesan Pilgrimage. There 
are opportunities, too, throughout a students time at Trinity Catholic 
College to take part in days of recollection, residential retreats, and 
annual Faith Walks witnessing to our Catholic faith.

The Sacraments in School
Each half term, students take part in planning and 
celebrating Holy Mass as a whole College.
On occasions, other than as a whole College, Holy Mass is celebrated 
where parents are also invited to join their children, such as the 
annual Holy Mass of Welcome for Year 7 students or the annual 
Lourdes Mass for Years 10 & 12.

Priests and deacons from our local parishes join us for these 
celebrations. During each term, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
(Confession) is available for students and staff usually in Advent, Lent 
& Trinitytide.

A Catholic Community
Trinity Catholic College is ‘An inclusive, learning community living out 
Gospel values’. We pride ourselves on the quality of our care and the 
ethos we develop as we help young people continue on their spiritual 
journey to adulthood.
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Teaching & Learning
Facilities for Learning
The colleges ‘new school’ opened 
on 1st September 2011. 
Access is available via the new road Lacy Road 
off Ladgate Lane. The sixth form students 
benefit from their own separate block, having 
undergone a significant refurbishment. In 
addition, we have our own ‘vocational’ block 
where some of our ‘specialist subjects’ work 
spaces are situated e.g. Technology.

We have a dedicated ‘support centre’ in the 
Marie Madeleine Building offering teaching 
facilities and resources focused on some of our 
more vulnerable students. One to one teaching 
and small group work facilities are available 
here.  We are hoping to expand our classes 
within this support centre to our parents.

The college has outstanding IT resources 
with some departments having their own 
designated networked computer rooms whilst 
all departments have easy access to portable, 
wireless laptops which are used regularly by 
students during lessons. All of our classrooms 
have interactive whiteboards as does our 
Learning Resource Centre which is also fully 
equipped with PC’s as well as having an 
excellent collection of books covering many 
genres. 

Sporting facilities at the college are outstanding 
with a large sports hall, a fitness suite, activity 
studio, four tennis/netball courts, extensive 
playing fields and a world class 3G pitch.

We take great care to look after all aspects of 
the health and safety of each of our students 
and have two lifts for use by disabled students 
with strong security measures in place 
throughout the college site.

Academic Organisation
Following a student’s acceptance 
of a place at Trinity Catholic 
College, careful consideration is 
given when placing them in to a 
Form Group.
 Subjects are taught in teaching groups with 
one or two of these groups being specifically 
for students requiring support with additional 
needs (guided group). The remaining groups 
will be of mixed ability although there may 
be times when very able students are also 
allocated to a single group.

Allocation to Teaching Groups will be 
determined by prior attainment. In 
Mathematics, students will be set by ability in 
Year 7 following a settling in period. Setting 
takes place if appropriate in other subjects as 
students move through the keystages.

Curriculum
Following National Curriculum 
requirements, we teach a broad 
and balanced curriculum and 
aim to provide an interesting and 
stimulating educational experience 
to allow all students to fulfil their 
potential. 
At Key Stage 4 (Years 10 & 11) all students 
study the core subjects together with the 
subject choices they make from a wide 
range of options. The core subjects include 
Religious Education, English (including English 
Literature), Mathematics, Science and Physical 
Education. A number of vocational subjects 
are offered at Key Stage 4 including Travel & 
Tourism and Sport.

Support For Learning
We are committed to the inclusion 
of every student in the whole life of 
the school.
Our Special Educational Needs department 
offers a wide range of support programmes 
both within mainstream classes and through 
support systems with dedicated staff. The 
college Primary Liaison programme sees staff 
working within the multi academy trust to 
identify any learning difficulties. Students with 
special needs are assessed and monitored 
throughout their time here.

Outside agencies are available to support 
students and their parents. Trinity Catholic 
College invites parents to be actively involved 
at all stages of their child’s education and are 
always welcome in college to discuss their 
child’s needs.

More Able and Talented
Academically More Able and 
Talented students are identified 
within school and various activities 
and clubs are organised for those 
who are academically talented and 
for those who show the potential 
to develop other talents.
To encourage our students to excel throughout 
the academic year a wide range of extra-
curricular activities are also available from all 
curriculum areas across KS3 to KS5.
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Homework
“Homework is not an optional 
extra, but an essential part of a 
good education.”
- 1999 White paper, Excellence in schools.

Trinity Catholic College believe that Homework 
plays an important part in school life. It allows 
students to become more confident in their 
own abilities.

Homework provides more opportunities for 
students to develop their continuous learning 
and demonstrate new skills. 

It also gives students the opportunities to: 
• Show their progress and understanding  
 of work completed outside the class room
• An opportunity to work independently
• Work in their preferred learning style
• Develop research skills
• Consolidate and extend work covered  
 in class
• Prepare for new topics
• Revise for exams and assessments

Accelerated Reader
Trinity Catholic College has 
invested in a new reading scheme 
‘Accelerated Reader’.
This scheme aims to make our students more 
independent readers and further enhance their 
Literacy skills to ensure they become confident 
and articulate communicators. Students take 
an initial reading test which helps indicate to 
students books which are within their reading 
levels.

Students are re tested after a period and the 
progress they make enables them to broaden 
their reading choices and the level of the books 
they are reading.  Students spend a minimum 
of 60 minutes per week enjoying independent 
reading and are given the opportunity to take 
their books home to continue their reading for 
pleasure.

SmartHomework
We are proud to have been using a 
recently released online homework tool 
‘SmartHomework’ for a year.

SmartHomework allows a teacher to easily set 
a homework task with submission dates and 
assign it to students.

There are several key features to the system 
which we hope will help students complete their 
homework on time and become more organised 
and independent with their work. These include:

• Email notifications - students are emailed 
once the homework has been assigned and 
again the day before the due date

• Calendar - homework tasks are automatically 
added to the students Google calendar

• Submit work electronically from Google Drive
• Submit work physically and mark the task as 

complete
• Parent login
As a parent, you will receive your own login to 
SmartHomework and be able to see the tasks 
that have been assigned to your child, when 
they are due and if they have been completed 
on time.

Reports 
Students receive a report at the end 
of each academic year detailing 
achievement and attitude to 
learning in each subject as well as 
an end of year pastoral report.
The college also issues regular interim reports 
again detailing attitude to learning and 
achievement being reached in each subject.

Target Setting 
Each year students set targets with 
the help of their subject teachers 
and Form Tutor.
They are expected to record all their targets, 
progress and achievements in their Student 
Planner. Early in the academic year, parents are 
informed of these targets. Targets are reviewed 
again later in the academic year to help students 
refocus for the next academic year.

Rewards & Celebrations
Trinity recognises the effort, 
dedication and achievement for our 
Students through regular rewards 
and celebration events.
A scheme called ‘Carrot Rewards’ is used to 
reward our students. This enables students to 
collate points towards gifts and prizes from our 
reward shop. Trinity also hosts two prestigious 
celebration evenings; Key Stage 4 awards in 
November recognise the achievements of 
students’ GCSE results and the Key Stage 3 
evening in June celebrates the achievements of 
students in Years 7, 8 and 9.
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Settling Into Life At Trinity Catholic 
College
Parents are often concerned about their child’s 
transfer to secondary school.
However, our experience is that students settle in smoothly largely 
helped by our thoughtfully developed Induction Programme. 
During the final term of Year 6, the Pastoral Team  responsible for 
your child’s Year 7 cohort, visit students in their primary schools to 
discuss all aspects of the transition. A detailed information pack is 
distributed to all parents to help with a smooth transition from Year 
6 into Year 7.

Towards the end of the summer term all Year 6 students coming to 
join us in September are invited to our college induction days.

They meet their year group and their Form Tutors as well as 
receiving their own information booklet to help them make a 
confident start at Trinity Catholic College. We also give parents the 
opportunity to visit and tour our college during a ‘normal’ school 
day in addition to the Open Evening held at this time for both 
parents and our new students.       

Home School Agreement
Before students join us we ask parents to sign 
a Home School Agreement which includes the 
responsibilities of the school, parents and child.
This partnership plays a major role in ensuring high standards of 
behaviour and development, both intellectual and social. Do not 
hesitate to contact the school if you have any concerns.     

Pastoral Care
The college takes great care to ensure that all 
children are valued and treated with respect.
This affects the way they respond and treat each other. We 
get to know our students as individuals; we make sure they are 
supported and know to ask for help if they have any concerns. 
Students are appointed two Form Tutors who are in contact with 
them during registration and Form periods and possibly as a 
subject teacher. For parents, the tutors are also their key liaison 
person.

Each year group is appointed a Pastoral Team consisting of a 
Progress Manager, a Year Manager and Form Tutors. The Pastoral 
Team builds close relationships with the house or year group as 
a whole. As students progress through college, Progress Leaders 
and Year Managers monitor their academic progress, behaviour, 
punctuality and attendance.

Progress Leaders regularly lead house and year group in 
assemblies and organise social activities. There will be occasions 
when the Progress Leaders and Year Managers may need to work 
with parents to support a child’s progress in school. 

Progress Leaders and Year Managers have access to support 
from outside agencies. Parents will always be advised of support 
available e.g. counselling.

Parents are able to contact their child’s Year Manager (non 
teaching) throughout the school day.

Care & Support for 
your Child
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Pupil Planner  
All students are issued with a Student Planner 
record book which is checked and signed by 
parents/guardians each week. 
The Pupil Planner is used to record each time homework is set 
and must be shown to parents/guardians allowing them to see the 
homework their child has been asked to complete.

Included in the planner is a Numeracy and Literacy section known 
as ‘Planet’.

The acronym Planet stands for ’Pupils, Literacy And Numeracy skills 
Excelling at Trinity’. 

This section of the planner provides students with a personal tool 
kit and personal dictionary encouraging them to extend their 
vocabulary and transfer their literacy and numeracy skills across the 
curriculum. Students will be encouraged to note down any recurring 
spelling mistakes in the Planet section of their planner. 

Subject specific pages are also included to support students in their 
learning.

The Planet section of the planner soon builds to become a learning 
aid tailored to a student’s own individual needs. 

House Groups
On joining Trinity Catholic College, every student 
will be allocated to a House.
The House names are representative of four local Saints; Bede, 
Fisher, Clitherow and Hilda. Students will represent their House at 
various events including school sports day.

Special Educational Needs
At Trinity Catholic College we recognise that, 
for some students, a full academic timetable 
in whole classes is not the best way to help 
them make good progress and achieve their full 
potential.
There are alternative curriculum options available for our students 
with Special Educational Needs, which may include one or more 
of the possible interventions:

•  One to one or small group support as part of a    
 targeted intervention programme

•  Being taught within our Guided Group in order to   
 provide students with additional literacy support   
 and the acquisition of study skills to help them make progress

•  Alternative option choices at KS4

Student Council ‘Trinity Rings’
The Pupil Voice scheme aims to give each and 
every student a voice and an active role within 
the development of the school, as the school 
adopts a system where students take an active 
role in the running of the school.
At Trinity, every student is given the opportunity to raise 
productive opinions on the development of the school by voicing 
them via The Student Council.

Every form group will have council representatives; these council 
members meet and develop the ideas that are found to be of 
priority and which will most enhance and benefit our college. 
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Careers Education & Guidance
Students across the school are part 
of a structured and comprehensive 
careers programme. This will develop 
an awareness of their abilities, interests 
and entrepreneurial skills in relation to 
their career pathway. This is a progressive 
programme which is underpinned by 
the governments careers strategy on the 
‘Gatsby Benchmarks’.   
KS3 students are introduced to advice and information 
on careers. They also take part in the Ryman National 
Enterprise Challenge that helps to develop the 
enterprise and employability skills of all the young 
people taking part including teamwork, communication, 
leadership, creativity and presentation. 

In KS4 Year 10 students are given an opportunity to 
meet and question adults from Commerce, Business 
and Education by participation in the ‘Building my Skills’ 
programme. This programme concludes with one to 
one interviews with local employers.There is also the 
opportunity for students to be part of their own Young 
Enterprise team, developing their own company and 
empowering young people to harness their personal 
and business skills. Later in Year 10 students can engage 
in parental sponsored work experience or a week long 
work related learning programme. 

Y11 students have one to one personalised sessions 
with a highly qualified Careers Education and Guidance 
professional to help them in their choice of career path. 

In KS5 Students have an opportunity to engage in 
more focused work experience and are given further 
opportunities for one to one guidance.  Students can 
undertake work experience throughout the year and 
are encouraged to do so at every opportunity. Careers 
advice is given by the pastoral team as well as external 
agencies that are liaised with. External agencies come 
in regularly to speak with our students in regards to a 
range of areas from apprenticeships to applying and 
studying at universities as well as the world of work.

Preparation for the 
Future
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High Expectations
Trinity Catholic College expects all students to 
follow high standards of behaviour and conduct 
in class and around the school.
Rules relating to behaviour are clearly set out in the Student 
Planner and are repeatedly emphasised throughout a student’s 
time with us.

When students make mistakes, help is offered to show how the 
mistake can be rectified and avoided in the future. We have a 
carefully considered policy relating to behaviour which includes a 
range of rewards and sanctions.

The latter includes after school detention for repeated 
unacceptable behaviour or an isolated serious incident.

Uniform
Our students are expected to maintain a smart 
appearance and are always encouraged to wear 
their uniform correctly and with pride.
The basic uniform of shirt, tie and blazer is the same for all 
students with colour variations in the stripe in the tie identifying 
a student’s house group. The college uniform will be available to 
buy directly from a local supplier and/or online. 

Student Responsibility
We constantly seek to give students 
responsibility for various aspects of the life of 
the college.

Students make significant contributions through their efforts with 
charity work at different points in the school year.

A number of our Year 11 students are selected to take on 
additional responsibilities as Prefects following a rigorous 
selection process.
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Outside the Classroom
Sporting Success
Our sporting teams and individual students 
enjoy regular success in sports from local to 
national level.
Students represent the college in boys and girls football teams as 
well as netball, hockey, rugby, cricket, athletics and cross country 
running. Our students are often selected for town and county 
teams and several have made a career in their chosen sport.

After school coaching is provided to develop individual interests 
and skill as well as supporting the development of the school 
teams.

Extra Opportunities
Trinity Catholic College provides an education 
enhanced by our wide and varied range of extra 
curricular activities which suit all interests and 
abilities.
Our proactive staff team regularly organise trips and visits which 
further enrich our curriculum. Throughout each academic year, 
the college sees students making theatre visits, outdoor activity 
courses, skiing trips, Year 11 revision weekends and travelling 
abroad to France (including Year 10 Maths trip to Disneyland 
Paris), Germany and the annual Middlesbrough Diocesan 
Pilgimage to Lourdes.

Students also have fully supervised access to our Learning 
Resource Centre and ICT facilities after school and during 
lunchtimes.

Performance
Our Drama department and Music department 
both run successful clubs and collaborate on a 
regular basis.
Our students are encouraged to join extra-curricular activities 
where they can enjoy Drama, Dance and Music including 
Orchestra, Choir and bands. Students have the opportunity 
to perform within school in our Christmas Liturgy, Easter and 
Summer shows, Rewards assemblies, whole school Masses and 
Celebration Evenings for KS3, KS4 and KS5. In addition, students 
have the opportunity to perform at special events including some 
out of school events such as the Tees Valley Music Christmas Gala 
in the Town Hall and for Middlesbrough Football Club on match 
days at the Riverside Stadium.

Lunch and after school clubs provide an opportunity for our 
students to learn and practice new skills, as well as enjoying 
working as a team.

Trinity Sixth Form
We hope many of our students will complete 
their education post 16 here at Trinity.
We offer an expanding range of post 16 courses including AS 
Levels and A2 Levels together with a range of Level 3 courses e.g. 
Sports and Travel & Tourism.

Further details regarding Trinity Sixth Form are available in our 
Sixth Form Prospectus.
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Trinity Catholic College and Sixth Form
Saltersgill Avenue,Middlesbrough, TS4 3JW

Tel: 01642 298100

Email: news@trinitycatholiccollege.org.uk
www.trinitycatholiccollege.org.uk
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