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With the 2016 Autumn Tern Governors’ Meeting being held particularly  early in October, it is       

surprising how quickly the last five months have past. Christmas came and went and now here we 

are preparing for our Easter break and the important Summer term.  

We have, as always, had a busy time this term throughout all our  curriculum areas  especially with 

our Year 11 students preparing for their Summer exams and those who have already started the  

exam  process in Drama and Art. In January, we welcomed our new college Chaplain Terry Graham 

who made an immediate start in  continuing to build Trinity’s ethos ‘living out gospel values’.  Staff 

from the English department and LRC led an event to celebrate World Book Day at the beginning of 

March and was enjoyed by all who took part. 

Our final Parent Evening for this academic Year  was recently held which means all parents have 

now had the opportunity to come in to school to find how well their sons and daughters are working 

and progressing. These evenings are always a success and are an important part of our college life  

playing a huge part in building and strengthening our home / college relationship. Parents are       

always welcome at Trinity, and we work hard to make it a positive experience whatever the reason 

for their visit . We recently received our new ‘to be’ Year 7 students allocations for September and 

we look forward to welcoming them and their parents next term for the various transition events 

which will be taking place.   

Summer term is going to be another busy term, not only for our Year 11’s but throughout the school 

with events and trips already planned. I would like to thank all staff for their  hard work so far this  

academic year and to encourage them to continue this during the coming term. 
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AMAT in English 

This term saw the re-launch of the AMAT programme across KS3 in English. This is a 6-week     
rolling programme whereby students on the AMAT register are invited to the extra-curricular      
classes. 

During the course, pupils develop their creative writing skills and are given the opportunity to       
discover a variety of writing styles which will prepare them for the rigorous and challenging GCSE 
course as well as engaging pupils with a passion for writing for pleasure. The focus is on writing 
due to the emphasis on SPaG and writing questions (40 marks per paper) at KS4.  
 
The themes are as follows: 
 

 Year 7 - "Writing in the style of..." - imitating the styles and conventions of other writers -         
delivered by Miss Ahmed and Miss Walton 

 Year 8 - "Using abstract concepts as a stimulus for creative writing" - using images, colours and 
feelings as a basis for writing - delivered by Miss Pickersgill and Mrs Garbutt 

Year 9 - "Writing with a particular viewpoint and perspective" - exploring implicit viewpoints and    

writing with humour, sarcasm and irony - delivered by Miss Redman and Miss McCaffery. 

 

Trinity Top Ten 

Trinity Top Ten posters are now displayed across school and in all classrooms to reinforce          

expectations and to promote active learning.  
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Smarthomework 

Smarthomework is now up and running and being used by teachers, students and parents to help 
track and monitor homework. To date there has been a total of 1700 homework assignments set 
ranging from a scope of individual classes and groups of classes to entire year groups. 

The new updated user interface now gives students a better experience on mobile phones and 
gives staff graphical data based on each class they teach. 

Web site 

The website is currently undergoing a major design and functionality overhaul; the biggest update 
in 5 years and so bringing the design up to date with the recent re-branding of the college. The 
public view of the site is almost now complete and work has started on the staff and student portal 
areas. Once the public side is complete, governors will be given access to the site and asked for 
feedback to help ensure we have addressed all the content that is required by every stakeholder of 
the college. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carrot Rewards 

Trinity still has an extensive use of Carrot Rewards which allows pupils to purchase lunch queue 

jump passes, bacon buns, pens, mobile chargers all the way through to ipods. We held reward 

events for Y7 and Y8 students before Christmas and Y9 are going on a rewards trip to The Metro 

Centre before Easter. We also held our KS4 celebration evening in November and look forward to 

our KS3 celebration in July. Our student council group plans and delivers the rewards programme. 
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Year 11 

Year 11 students and their  parents are being offered many opportunities this term to be involved in  

events through Trinity’s Raising Attainment programme in preparation for the summer exams. These 

events are in addition to the work taking place everyday throughout their timetabled lessons, lunch 

time classes and after school classes.   

In January, guest speaker Ashley John-Baptiste visited to give an inspirational talk to all of our Year 

11 students. He spoke of the difficulties he overcame as a child having been fostered and the     

success he has made of his life having achieved a degree  from Cambridge University, to his time 

on X Factor and his current career with the BBC. 

In February, the Raising Attainment team held a ’Parents’ Revision Information Evening’. The event 

was well attended and provided parents and students with full details of the revision provision being 

made in school and how students and their families can help to prepare for the upcoming exams. 

Information packs have been sent to all Year 11 parents and guardians. 

Both December and March  were opportunities for students to prepare exam technique when they 

sat practice exams. Additional practice exams in Maths and English were taken  in March.  Students 

can now  learn from the feedback following their results to help them in the coming months. 

Since Christmas, a number of Year 11 students have been taking part in Trinity’s ‘Mentoring         

Programme’.  Staff volunteered to take one or two students to mentor during the time leading up to 

the exams. Staff and mentors hold regular meetings to discuss progress and any problems they 

may need to overcome prior to the exam period.  

The Year 11 and RA team will be launching a competition with the year group to enter into a weekly 

prize draw to win a prom ticket. For the pupils to be entered into the weekly draw they need to have 

100% attendance, 100% attitude (  no reminders, late marks etc).  

The Raising Attainment team are currently organising 3 days of Easter Revision on 10th, 11th and 

12th April (first 3 days of the Easter Holidays). This proves a great success every year with a large 

number of Year 11 students attending for 3 days. Enough staff volunteer each year to ensure we 

have a good mix of both core and option subject revision sessions available.  

 

 

   
ATTEND

YEAR 11 ATTENDANCE< 

ATTITUDE & ACHIEVEMENT 

COMPETITION

★ Achieve 100% attendance

★ Have a fantastic attitude (no 

reminders, no lates!)

★ Achieve the above & your name 

will be placed into the draw to 

win a prom ticket!

★ Drawn in Y11 assembly every 

friday

★ Runs Thurs-Thurs 

★ Starts this Thurs 16th March
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Maths Challenge 

It has been another highly successful year for Trinity competing the UK Maths Challenges. With a 

large number of awards across all year groups. Awards in this competition put our students amongst 

the very best mathematicians in the country. 

Earlier in the year twenty Trinity Year 12 and 13 students competed for Trinity in the senior        

challenge with more than half gaining certificates. Leading the way was Ben Zhang, who not only 

achieved a gold award in the challenge but qualified for the Olympiad Challenge, putting him as one 

of the very best mathematicians in his age group. Trinity was also awarded seven silvers, with very 

strong performances by Laura Etfer, Thomas Nolan, Joseph Mwamba and Sophie Gibb. In their first 

year at senior challenge level Joseph Dixon, Emily McNab and Patrick Harrison achieved silver 

awards. Bronze awards were gained by Ajay Gogna, Sarah Bevington and Sophie Tiernan. 

In February it was the turn of the Year 9s to Year 11s with forty competitors. Not to be outdone    

Lydia Hastings achieved a gold award and entry into the Olympiad round beating not only students 

in her year but year elevens nationally. In Year 11 James Solan and Megan Wilkin both achieved 

strong silver awards with James narrowly missing a gold by one question; bronze awards were 

achieved by Ben Mackin, Ryan Fryett and Abbie Brackenbury. In Year 10 silver awards were 

achieved by Finolla McGee, Shahamma Bhatti and Harris Emeldayusleny, with Luke Wilson and 

Luke Carney achieving bronze awards against older opposition.  

Despite being nearly two years younger than many of the participants Onel Ayupala and Wayne 

Nyamayaro both achieved silver awards whilst Paul Varkey, Victoria Caroll-Stirk, Brian Ezinwoke, 

Jack Poulter, Alex Murray and Kevin Shibu all achieved bronze awards. 

April will see our Year 7’s and 8’s competing in the junior challenge as well as the results for Lydia's 

Olympiad Challenge. With the strength and skill shown already by the Trinity mathematicians we 

can looks forward to many more awards in the future. 

More Able & Talented 

Trinity Catholic College works hard to ensure our MAT students are given opportunities to help     

extend their knowledge across the curriculum. Some of the events for the 2016-17 Academic year   

include University visits (including possible residentials), City visits (London & Newcastle) with     

Geography Department, Twickenham visit with PE Department, Pop-Up Language Club, Maths 

Problems & Cross Curricular Numeracy & Literacy (Y5 & Y6 included). 

Trinity was one of 8 schools in the North East to attend the Year 9 

Durham day at Durham University. 15 More Able Year 9 students 

completed a variety of activities based around University Life at Col-

lingwood College, including their university clubs and societies. Stu-

dents toured        Collingwood College (our tour of the wider campus 

was cancelled due to incessant precipitation) . Mr Cosgrave was ex-

tremely impressed by the Year 9s particularly Brian  Ezinwoke who 

contributed really well to the day. Students returned to school with 

renewed ambition to achieve the very highest grades, as all were  

impressed by the University and its students who were excellent role models. 
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MFL 

Just before Christmas Year 10 and 11 German classes took part in a worldwide online language 

learning competition.  

Quite a few Trinity students qualified for the finals, but Francesca Di Cicco did really well and came 

second nationally.  

This was a truly remarkable achievement which required at least four extra hours study over a 

weekend. She got up to level 50 on a translation game! 

Bravo Fran. 

 

Science 

On Thursday 8th December a group of 14 Year 10 separate science students attended one of the 

national Science Live events at the Town Hall in Leeds. The event consisted of talks from 5      

prominent scientists as well as tips on how to best prepare for the forthcoming GCSE exams from 

the Principal Science Examiner. One of our students was selected to be involved on stage during 

the presentations about the elements of the periodic table by Dr Jamie Gallagher. Other talks were 

from Professor Robert Winston about his career in genetics and medicine; Professor Lucie Green 

about her work into the atmosphere of the Sun; Professor Dave Cliff spoke about the use of       

computers in our future and Dr Ben Garrod introduced us to his work studying primates. The range 

of presentations illustrated the wide variety of careers available to our separate science students 

once they finish their GCSE and A-Level studies at Trinity. 

 

 

15th March 2017 was the first day of the four day Big Bang Fair at the NEC in Birmingham. 12 year 

9 students travelled to the event with the intention of discovering more about the options available to 

them should they choose to follow a science career. Numerous companies and institutions had 

stands at the event where students could both ask questions and get hands-on experience of       

different scientific techniques. Additionally there were presentations and talks given throughout the 

day with the intention of inspiring the young people to think about science in the world around them. 

Students also had the opportunity to look at work that had been carried out by their peers in other 

schools as part of The Big Bang UK Young Scientists and Engineers Competition. 
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World Book Day 

On March 3rd Trinity celebrated ‘World Book Day’. Both staff and pupils were encouraged to bring in 

their best loved books to enjoy during form time (Some English staff even dressed up as their       

favourite book characters) . 

During lunch time we had a 'celebration of reading' event held in the LRC where pupils who continue 

to get high scores in their Accelerated Reader assessments received an invitation to attend. Each 

pupil was given sweet treats and a raffle ticket which enabled them to receive a prize. Prizes ranged 

from cinema tickets to newly released must have reads. One year 7 pupil stated " I am glad that we 

continue to celebrate World Book Day in secondary school". 

 

LRC 

The LRC provides a welcoming environment for all our students, with access to computers and a 
wide range of books that support the Accelerated Reader Programme. A team of very helpful       
student librarians help to manage the LRC. 
 
Current new books available in the Library include: Future Classics, Reluctant Reader Titles, & 
Short Stories. 

    

 
 

We run a busy lunchtime homework club & after school sessions Mon-Thurs until 4pm. 
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St Hilda’s Homework 

Following the conversion to the St Hilda’s MAT, a homework project to study St 

Hilda was set across college. Last term, the winners were awarded prizes one 

being tickets to the Middlesbrough v Chelsea match. The winner of this prize 

was Emily Wallace. 

 

 

Marie Madeleine Building 

 Some of the students at our Marie madeleine Building have been lucky 

enough to have been given the opportunity to start a Gardening Club. The 

group have called themselves the 'Trinity Catholic Gardens'.  We currently have 12 students taking 

part but it is hoped this number will increase in the second phase of the project. Micky Morgan from 

the 'One Life Pioneers' has been invited to come to work alongside John Burns and Ricky           

Thomlinson from the Linx project in Hemlington. Nicky is a very experienced gardener and is also 

working with other schools in our area. John and Ricky are providing the pupils with vital skills such 

as social interaction, team building and communication. Access to funding is through the Linx      

project and Headstart. We are aiming to create a wellbeing garden in The Convent quad for both 

students and staff to spend time in and enjoy. 

Phase 1 - Create the Well Being Garden in The Convent quad. This will include building raised  

flower beds to plant wild flowers and fruits. The centre we will have some seating. 

Phase 2 - We will expand the group to enable us to work on the area to the rear of The Convent 

building again working with Nicky, John and Ricky. Our aim is to create an allotment where we can 

grow our own fruit and vegetables for parents and staff.  

We hope the students who are part of the Gardening Club will benefit in many ways by making it a 

positive experience for them both emotionally and socially. The gardening sessions are currently 

held every Friday lunch time into Form Time but as we expand students will hopefully be able to   

access the garden more.  
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Careers Update 

Miss Shaw is making a great impact  on the careers advice and information available to our         

students. There have been many events this term starting in January with the commencement of a 

Careers Drop-In session twice a week for Years 11, 12 and 13 students.  

An assembly for Year 10 students took place in early February for ‘Building My Skills’. The guest 

speaker was Erika Marshall; an ex-St David’s pupil. 

Also in February, a Young Enterprise initiative was set up to encourage students to set up their own 

business. The first stage began with interested Year 10 students applying  to take part in the       

programme. 40 students were successful and went forward to stage two of the process which was 

taking part in a group interview with managers from TESCO. They were asked to complete a task 

which involved building a freestanding paper tower of 6ft . The applicants were judged on their     

interaction with others and their team work.  

The successful students from the Tesco Interviews were given the opportunity to get together and 

open their own business. They meet each week with a company director from an outside company 

to develop their ideas. As part of the Young Enterprise Group, sixteen Year 10 March students have 

set up a small business selling their own product. They decided on making custom frames, including    

messages, quotes etc, with the current theme being Mother’s Day. 

The frames will be available from the LRC every Friday at lunch & breaktimes. The frames will cost 

£6.99 each, and can be personalised based on request. The students have been invited to go to the 

regional finals along with many other students from North East school on 27th April 2017. 

In March, assemblies were held to promote National Careers Week, as well as subject teachers  

discussing the type of job their particular subject area may be appropriate to.  As part of the week, a 

special event ‘Money Matters’ was organised for a number of Year 9 students with TFM and       

Darlington Building Society. This event included developing knowledge on how to make the right 

choices when spending money and deciding if a purchase is a 'need' or a 'want'. Students then had 

to put together and record a radio advertisement for Darlington Building Society. This has gone into 

a draw and the lucky team will be aired on TFM in the coming months.   
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Stationery Shop  
 
Students from Years 8 and 9 were invited to apply for a place in the new enterprise business within 
school. Successful candidates integrated with some students in Y10 who weren’t chosen following 
the Tesco interviews. They attend a meeting each week and have been allocated roles. Their first 
aim was to get together some capital for starting the business. The team arranged a cake sale and 
make £80. Due to the need to have enough supplies for the shop to be successful and not run out, 
the next step is to cost the supplies and pitch their ideas to SLT to ask for a capital loan for their 
business. This will happen next week. They are hoping that the shop will be open after the Easter 
holidays, starting with the basics, pen, pencil and rulers for sale. 
 
Year 8 students will also be taking part in an event in March as part of the National Enterprise   
Challenge. This also took place last year and turned out to be a really enjoyable day.  
 

Point 7 Project 

Retired Police Officer Alan Hancock from South Yorkshire together with a WPC and staff from   

Troubled Families, are coming in to school to give a presentation to our Year 9 students about knife 

crime and online safety. This is to be the first of many presentations being rolled out through       

secondary schools across Middlesbrough. 

Trinity Bike Club (TRACC) Update 

Students have been very busy putting together our three wheeled cycle made from recycling old  

bikes. We started the build last year with a idea that came about from a American company called 

Atomic Warrior who build these from drawings. After contacting them, they sent us some plans to 

build our own bike. We started really well with students from Year 7 up to Year 11 and a great help 

from  Tom-Kerrmorgan but with GCSE’s around the corner, the Year 11’s are needed for their extra 

study  classes and poor Tom was knocked off his bike suffering some bad injuries which have kept 

him away from work. Things did slow down but the club members all stuck in and with some wel-

come new members and with the support from another Technician Mr Illing we are back on ‘track’ 

and managed to hold our first road test with big smiles all round. 

Our next step is to get the drive chain and gears on and the students cannot wait to paint it;  we 

think it may look good in Trinity colours of gold and black. As a result, the club has decided to call 

the bike WASP.  We hope to be finished by the summer so we can show off the fantastic work the  

students do at Bike Club. 
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Drama and English Trips 

The English & Drama department organised trips earlier this term to the theatre to help students  

enrich their knowledge in this subject area. 

The first trip was to Newcastle to see the musical ‘Dirty Dancing’ and in March another to see ‘Blood 

Brothers.’ Both trips were a great success with Blood Brothers aimed mainly at those students   

studying Drama but also open to those who enjoy  the theatre. 

A number of Year 11 students were also given the opportunity to go to see a production of Pride & 

Prejudice again to help enhance the knowledge and understanding of the work they are studying for 

GCSE. 

 

Chaplaincy 

Almost 550 students packed into the hall on Thursday 16
th
 March to celebrate Holy Mass. Fr. Philip 

Cunnah presided and delivered a very engaging homily encouraging those present to grow in the 
virtue of charity throughout this Lenten season. A number of students were actively involved with the 
readings and bidding prayers and also with the musical accompaniment to the Mass. 
 
This Mass was in addition to several services (one for each year group) that Fr. Philip led on Ash 
Wednesday during which all staff and students had the opportunity to be imposed with the ashes. 
Fr. Philip also comes into College to say Mass on the first Friday of each month when we especially 
remember the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
 
 
Over the coming weeks, all students and staff will have an opportunity to celebrate the Sacrament of 
Confession in College in preparation for Easter. 
 
In April, we will take a group of students to represent the College at the Diocesan Mass of     

Thanksgiving for the FCJ Sisters to be celebrated at the Cathedral by Bishop Drainey. A             

farewell Mass and celebration are also planned to take place in College. 

 

In May, we have a group of 55 trinity students travelling to Lourdes with Middlesbrough Diocese for 

the annual Lourdes Pilgimage. Events have been taking place over the past few months to help 

raise funds for this visit.  This included the very successful Fashion Show organised by Sixth Form 

students as part of their Extended project. 
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Trinity Sports 

#Trinity Year 7 and Year 8 boys mixed teams had an excellent day’s indoor cricket at Macmillan 

Academy recently. The boys performed superbly and showed an excellent attitude and top     
sportsmanship throughout the day.  

 

#Y7A Boys’ Football team recently won their league and cup double  

#A successful week for our Y8 boys football team. Last Tuesday the 

team faced Nunthorpe in the Y8 County Cup...  

#3 teams entered into the Middlesbrough Schools Netball tournament 

and all performed amazingly well. Trinity A team were the winners of 

pool 1 and Trinity B team were the winners of pool 2 which led both 

teams into the semi Finals. Trinity B team played an amazing match 

against Acklam Grange with a score of 2-1 to Trinity B team, placing 

them into the final. 

Trinity A team played Outwood Ormesby in a very close game. With a score of 3-3 at full time extra 

time was granted and the first school to score a goal would be the winning team. Outwood Ormesby 

got the first centre but Trinity defence managed to defend the goal and get the ball straight up to 

Trinity A team goal shooter, Bethany McArdle who got the ball straight in the net resulting in Trinity 

A team victory. 

What an amazing position to be in, Trinity A versus Trinity B in the final match. All girls performed 

fantastic in the final with an overall result of 3-0 to Trinity A. 

#Another massive victory for our Y8 boys football team tonight after a hard fought 3-0 victory over 

Freeborough...    

# The Year 11 boys are ready for their charity match 

against the staff team with their new kits!  

 

  

 

Man of the tournament – Johnny Woods 

One to look out for – Manny Apolloni 

Y7:- Manny Apolloni, Tom Lane, Kieran Walker, Sam 
Miller and Owen Burns 

Y8:- Johnny Woods, Tom Aspery, Ciaran Walker-Reilly, 
Hayden Toner and Jamil Bennett 
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Items Missed Late Autumn Term 2016 / Pre Easter 2017 

Our last full Governors’ meeting was held early in the Autumn Term before many events had taken 

place. Here is a brief overview of some of the things we missed: 

 15th November: ‘Love Your Neighbour’ project– this was a community event that took place at 

Teesside University. A number of year 7 and year 8 students attended the event which         

included them performing the new ‘Canticle of St Hilda’. 

 17th November: St Hilda’s Day– A celebration of St Hilda’s Day was prepared in the form of 

Reflection, Scripture and Prayer during Form Time. 

 24th November; Class of 2016 Celebration Evening– A presentation of GCSE certificates, 

awards and music for our 2016 Leavers. 

 December 2016; Annual  Christmas 

Card Competition Winners– This year’s 

winners were Y7 students Estelle Clark 

and Georgina Emeldayulstery. 

 

 

 

 

 December 2016; Christmas Liturgy-     The Christmas Liturgy night with a packed out success 

with performers from Year 7-11 showing all their talents. The night was brought to a close with 

the Year 11 Drama class performing their own adaption of the      Christmas Story. 

 15th December 2016; Community Christmas Lunch-   The Sixth Form hosted the annual   

Community Christmas Lunch for residents in local residential homes and parishioners. Staff at 

Trinity were also given the opportunity to forward names of any elderly or vulnerable relatives 

they felt may enjoy attending the lunch party.      

 Late January / Early February was a very busy in the Drama department with a very successful 

Year 13 moderation exam and a lovely trip to Newcastle Theatre Royal to see 'Dirty Dancing 

the musical'. This was nicely ended with a Charity Prom Fashion being held by four Year 13 

girls which raised over £300 for the Lourdes Fund, in the name of Sue Collin. 

 Looking forward to March and beyond, the Performing Arts department and the Pupil Council 

are working together on our annual Easter Event. This year, any money raised will also go to 

the Lourdes Fund. Summer term will see Trinity Catholic College host and perform a musical. 

What that musical is yet, is top secret.      

 

  

 

 


