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Welcome to our latest issue of Trinity Times! 
Happy New Year everyone! I trust everyone had a wonderful Christmas break.

Autumn Term 2014 passed by very quickly and we 
already find ourselves at the beginning of a New 
Year bringing with it lots of hope, ambition and new 
opportunities for Trinity.

I was lucky enough to be involved in a visit to China 
during the October half term break as part of the links 
we are developing with a school in China. It is hoped 
we will eventually establish a range of ‘link’ activities 
with this school; another exciting development for the 
future.

In October, we ended the half term by hosting 
our annual joint PD Day with staff from all of our 
partnership primary schools. It was another great 

success with many interesting workshops and 
seminars and an inspirational talk by this year’s guest 
speaker Sir John West-Burnham.

And then throughout December we had the 
wonderful Advent masses, celebrations and liturgies 
that prepared us for the feast of Christmas. Thanks 
especially to all the students, families and staff who 
helped make the C.A.U.S.E Hamper campaign another 
fantastic success. 

As we look forward to another exciting and successful 
year at Trinity, I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish you all a very happy 2015.

- Mr Coady, Headteacher

Mir won the local event and 
went on to further success 
by then winning the North 
of England event. Well 
done and congratulations 
Mir!
Mir has been working with the MFC 
Foundation for the past year having been 
nominated by a member of the PE staff 
Miss Gibson. Her role as an ambassador 
within the organisation saw her being 
nominated for the local Young Champion 
of the Year Award. Miss Gibson 
added “This was due to Mir’s amazing 
contribution to a variety of activities and 
functions she has been involved with. Mir 
has been leading and chairing meetings 
to represent the MFC Foundation in 
various disciplines including golf. Mir went 
above and beyond what was necessary in 
her role as an ambassador.”

Mir deservedly won the local event and 
was then nominated for the North of 
England event which involved three 
other football clubs; Hull, Newcastle 
and Sunderland. Mir was up against 8 
other nominees from all 4 clubs. The 
event for the regional awards was held 
at the Riverside Stadium with many local 
celebrities attending in particular Gary 
Pallister and Fabulous Flournoy, Coach of 
Newcastle Eagles basketball team.

Miss Gibson added “Mir was part of the 
opening ceremony and gave a fabulous 
speech detailing her experiences over 
the last year and what her influences 
and driving force were. Over 250 people 
attended the event so despite being a 
daunting experience Mir was excellent 
throughout.” Mir’s was one of the last 
categories to be announced; she was 
named as finalist and then announced 
as the Young Club Champion of the Year 
2014. Well done and congratulations Mir.

MIR HIGGINS - YOUNG CLUB 
CHAMPION OF THE YEAR
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TRINITY CHOIR
Fantastic Christmas concert at Middlesbrough Town 
Hall
On 14th December, a group of 14 pupils represented Trinity Catholic College by 
singing as part of a large choir in Middlesbrough Town Hall with other schools 
around Teesside, the Tees Valley Youth Orchestra and Choir who most recently 
performed on the Children in Need single ‘God Only Knows’.

The night consisted of performances from various choirs and schools around the 
region, as well as the traditional christmas carols ‘Silent Night’, ‘Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing’ and ‘We Wish You A Merry Christmas’.

It was a very successful large scale event and all pupils enjoyed the experience.

C.A.U.S.E. Hampers
Annual Hamper Collection Was 
Another Huge Success.
Our annual CAUSE (Catholics Against Unemployment and 
Social Evils) Christmas Hamper collection was another 
huge success in 2014. There was an amazing response 
from across the College with a total of over 60 hampers 
providing food, gifts and presents to families across 
Teesside. Each Form Group throughout Trinity raised 
money via various innovative fundraising schemes to 
produce an array of wonderful hampers, with many more 
being made by the Student Council, college staff and the 
wider college community.

Now in its twenty-seventh year, C.A.U.S.E is the main 
charity focus for the college for Term 1. Special assemblies 
and prayers were held with the College’s chaplain, 
Reverend Andrew Bunce, where all 1,400 students 
gathered to celebrate the hampers they had helped 
to provide.  The generosity of everyone concerned in 
providing these hampers is very much appreciated.

C.A.U.S.E and Design & Technology
To help raise funds for the C.A.U.S.E Christmas hampers 
this year, the Year 10 Textiles group and Mrs Jones 
produced a range of Christmas themed decorations.  The 
decorations were sold and the money raised used to put 
together hampers to ensure that those less fortunate 
within the local community could receive something to 
help raise their spirits at Christmas.



Lunch for the Community
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Students from the Chaplaincy Group had prepared a very 
tasty vegetable soup with a roll with direction from Mr Steve 
McNicholas, and the kitchen staff prepared a sumptuous buffet 
lunch on impressive Christmas cake stands. There were various 
puddings and desserts which did not fail to appeal to every 
taste. It was truly moving to see students of all ages mingling and 
interacting with our guests in such a respectful, caring and loving 
way. The Hall looked stunning, thanks to the great efforts of Mrs 
Carolyn Day and the assistance of the Chaplaincy Group.

Our guests came from a range of places. Some reside at 
Evergreen Court Care Home (Saltersgill Avenue) along with 
neighbouring Lavender Court Care Home, Grove Lodge & The 
Courtyard (Marton Road), and Victoria House Care Centre 
(Park Road North). Others came from the Eston Handicapped 
Fellowship as well as some from our local parishes: St Thomas 
More, Beechwood; St Alphonsus, North Ormseby; the Sacred 
Heart, Middlesbrough; Holy Name of Mary, Middlesbrough, and 
The John Paul Centre. Elderly relatives of students and staff were 
there too.

Lunch was followed by several games of bingo with Mrs Michelle 
Hawes and Mrs Jodie Longstaff, carols from Mr John Turver and 
the Year 7 choir, further entertainment from the Sixth Form 
entertainers and Mrs Chrissy Gargett, and a final bingo “flyer”. 
Guests even enjoyed a visit from Santa Claus (in the form of Mr 
Dan Donnelly) who’s Sixth Form elves  provided gifts of individually 
wrapped homemade Christmas cakes to our guests, courtesy of 
Mrs Tracy Cocker in Food Technology.

The event itself was sponsored substantially by Mrs Julie 
Richardson of Key Stage Recruitment, Stockton, along with 
donations from Jacks Coaches of Easington and Mr Tony Woods 
of KMB Recruitment Services, Middlesbrough. Boro Taxis also 
offered their invaluable services at a greatly reduced cost, thus 
ensuring the safe arrival and departure of our guests. This event 
truly was a “community” Christmas Lunch both with those who 
were there in person, and in union with those who couldn’t be 
with us but who donated so much to this worthwhile event.

In November, we celebrated the Class of 2014 receiving 
their GCSE results in our annual Y11 Leavers’ Celebration. 
The event was excellently attended by students and their 
families. Our special guest was Johanna Atkinson, GB race 
walker and current Commonwealth champion. Each student 
was presented with their official GCSE certificates and extra 
awards were given for dedication and high attainment in 
each subject. Our final group of special awards were as 
follows:

YEAR 11 LEAVERS’ CELEBRATION
Michael Kendal - Attendance Award

Bridie Walker - Jubilee Award

Esther Sheffield Woods - Sporting Superstar
Michelle Pasirayi - The Marie Madeleine Award
Simone Johnston - Exceptional Circumstances
Reece Dunn - Bridie Cafferky Award

The Sixth Form College came together just before Christmas in a spirit of care and generosity 
as we hosted our second annual Community Christmas Lunch. Approximately 75 local 
residents, parishioners and vulnerable young people met with students in the College’s Sixth 
Form Hall for aperitifs, before enjoying a wonderful gourmet buffet lunch with entertainment.
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Already, a number of our staff have 
taken part in a summer school based 
at our partner institution Qinhuangdao 
No 1 High School. Other activities will 
almost certainly include a sharing of 
teaching and learning ideas. There is 
much we can learn from our partner 
school in China and much they have 
already expressed they want to learn 
from us; particularly with regards 
to the development of the ’creative 
learner’ and creativity in the curriculum.
Following the previous visit of the Vice-
Principal in ’learning’ to Trinity last year, 
we were invited to return the visit to 
formalise the relationship (the invitation 
and visit are a very important part of 
Chinese culture).

Qinhuangdao No 1 High School is a 
hugely impressive facility. There are 
4500 students from Y11 to Y13 and its 

name derives from being rated as the 
number 1 school in the province.  The 
school has 6 refectories, supermarkets 
and banks as the school also offers 
boarding facilities for both students and 
staff.

Whilst there, as well as gaining a real 
insight into the workings of the school 
and Chinese teaching methods. Mr 
Coady was also able to exchange 
gifts with the school; again a hugely 
important cultural activity. Mr Coady  
presented The Principal with a piece of 
artwork by one of our students Fiona 
Gill; another gift was a copy of our 
school production ‘Annie’ prepared by 
Reece Dunn.

Hopefully this link will develop 
and provide some really exciting 
opportunities for our staff and students.

VISIT TO CHINA
Over the last 16 months we have been developing links with a school in China. 
The hope is,  to establish a range of ’link’ activities  which could include student 
exchange and cultural visits, teacher exchange and opportunities for Sixth Form 
students to have a gap year experience. 

MIDDLESBROUGH CATHOLIC  
SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP
Middlesbrough Catholic Schools Partnership was the new name given to Trinity  
Partnership in September. Links with our partnership Catholic primary schools 
continue to strengthen through regular events and staff meetings. 

The structure of the group has also changed this term 
following the award of Teaching School status awarded 
to St Clare’s RC  Primary School. The Teaching school will 
now take over the responsibility for sharing development 
of the curriculum with our partnership schools but still 
working very closely with staff across the alliance. MCSP is 
taking a bigger role in developing Transition and Inclusion 
across the partnership.

There have been several events this year connecting 
schools across the partnership including Year 8 and Year 
5 pupils sharing a day together. This started with Mass at 
St Mary’s Cathedral followed by a Faith walk from Seaton 
Carew to Summerhill Park.

Year 6 pupils were invited to ‘taster sessions’ at Trinity 
on 1st and 2nd October; this takes place every year to 
give pupils the opportunity to experience time at Trinity 
before making the final decision on which secondary 
school they would like to start at in September the 
following year.

Trinity again hosted  a very successful joint PD Day. Over 
300 staff from across all our partnership schools came 
together to join in the liturgy and then to listen to the 
guest speaker Sir John West-Burnham. Staff later took 
part in workshops and seminars covering many aspects 
from spiritual to curriculum based and also had the 
opportunity to browse the marketplace during lunch 
where staff had set up stalls sharing ideas on methods, 
skills and resources used in teaching. 
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ARRIBA ARRIBA

Year 6 St. Augustine’s Mexican  
Food Event

Students of Year 6 from St Augustine’s RC Primary 
School came into Trinity’s Technology Department  to 
work with Mrs Jones preparing sweet and savoury 
dishes from Mexico.The students have been studying 
Mexico and this event enabled them to create some of 
the dishes for which the country has become famous. 
The dishes included Fajitas, Enchiladas, Quesadillas and 
Chilli Chocolate Brownies.

LITERACY
This term will see our Literacy 
Focus move on to punctuation. 
Punctuation is a vital component of how we 
communicate in writing, it provides clarity and 
meaning to what we are trying to convey. Although 
many subjects are already assessed on a student’s 
ability to punctuate accurately, as of 2016 onwards 
this will apply to all GCSE subjects. This means that as 
a school we will learn, practice and consolidate these 
vital skills over the term in order to ensure that our 
students have the necessary literacy tools to succeed 
both academically and in the world of employment in 
later life.

HEADSTART
A number of our Year 9 pupils recently participated 
in a Digital Storytelling Project focused on discussing 
issues faced by young people.  The project is in 
collaboration with MyPlace Middlesbrough and the 
Big Lottery Headstart Programme which is aimed 
at improving the emotional health of young people 
aged 10-14 years.

More information on the project can be found at the 
Myplace website (www.myplacemiddlesbrough.org).

A celebration morning was held for the pupils to 
thank them for their contribution to the support and 
planning of the Big Lottery Headstart Project which 
included a much appreciated acoustic performance 
by Bre Musiq, one of this year’s X-factor contestants.

TEXTILES
Recycled Bag Project Huge Success
Students in Year 9 have been enjoying the brand 
new Textiles project which has focussed around 
producing a new fashion item from recycling old 
textile garments. Students have produced drawstring 
bags from items such as old T Shirts, football shirts, 
curtains, bedding etc.

Trinity students were treated to 
a superb Master class of Fitness 
training by two Teesside GB athletes.
 Three times Olympian long jumper Chris Tomlinson 
and former Newlands pupil and marathon runner 
Matty Hynes held a 60 minute fitness session for boys 
and girls from Y7. Wesly Mukunku was one of the lucky 
pupils to take part saying "It was a mint session and I 
loved meeting two star athletes". Chris and Matty are 
holding similar classes for adults every Monday evening 
at Trinity, with sessions at 6pm and 7pm.



Trip to The Deep
A firm favourite with last year’s 
AS Applied Science students, 
we once again visited The Deep 
Aquarium in Hull in December. 

After a talk about the science behind the 

management of such a large aquarium and a behind 

the scenes tour to see how the tanks are monitored 

and cleaned, we learnt about the different jobs at 

The Deep. Students heard how some of these staff 

carry out their customer facing roles, including diving 

demonstrations to feed the sharks, educational 

talks about some of the different species kept at 

The Deep and working with partner organisations 

around the world. Students who were on the trip for 

the second time were just a little bit excited when 

they found out the penguins were in residence! Last 

year they were really disappointed when they found 

out the penguins weren’t going to be there.

TRINITY
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SIXTH FORM
Applied Science A-Level Trip to North Tees Hospital
In October, the Applied Science A-Level students spent a day in the pathology department of North Tees Hospital learning about the work that takes place there and looking at how the histology and cytology departments operate. 

As well as hearing about the work that takes place, we also had the opportunity to get hands-on - literally. Examining human organs being analysed following operations to remove them, as well as being shown how cervical screening results are obtained from the sample arriving in the lab to the report being generated following microscope analysis of the cells. We were also given a talk by the mortuary manager who explained the work that they carry out and tried to dispel some of the myths surrounding their jobs! It was a very interesting day and gave students an insight into a range of scientific jobs that could be pursued following their studies. You will understand why we have no photos to accompany this report!

Applied Science 
A-Level Trips to 
EDF Energy and 
Drax
The Applied Science A-Level students 

visited the EDF Energy power station 

in Hartlepool in November and are 

preparing to visit Drax power station 

near Selby early next year. 

For our coursework we need to find out how science is 

used in the workplace, different ways in which electricity is 

generated and how different aspects of  health and safety 

are relevant in different working environments. These 

two organisations have kindly developed programmes to 

ensure our students get the information they need to help 

them fulfil their coursework requirements.

MAGISTRATE’S COURT VISIT
Mrs Harding took her tutor group to the 
Magistrates Court where they met Ian Goodman, a  

Magistrate who also works in the communities and 

schools educating people about the legal system. 

He showed them into one of the court rooms for about 45 minutes 

and used  a power point to explain what he did in his job as a 

magistrate, how the magistrates and crown courts work and what 

happens to criminals etc... Afterwards  the group went into the viewing 

area to watch four   different cases. It was like watching TV. The 

students couldn’t believe they were real cases! Then they returned to 

the original court room to discuss the cases.
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What’s it like to be a Y7 form rep?

Being a Year 7 form rep is a big responsibility. We must 

remember to show up at all of the meetings, and be confident 

enough to share our ideas with a big or small group of other 

form reps. We like being a form rep because we can help a lot 

of people around school, and it helps our confidence grow when 

we speak in front of people every time we go to meetings.  It’s 

a lot to take in at first, because there are a lot of people who 

have been a form rep before and they just get stuck in with what 

they need to do. We have been involved in the rewards group for 

the past few months, then we took a bigger step and joined the 

communications group and now we are also year reps. We feel 

like a better person as a year rep and a form rep, because we 

know that we are doing a lot to help pupils and staff around 

school. 

-- Bethany Andrews, 7B & Aimee Sadler, 7B

Communication
This year, Communication has continued its work from last year, creating and producing the Pupil Voice newsletter. This has been a regular job for Communication, and in fact it is and will continue to be our main priority as a group. Since the start of this year, the newsletter has developed and improved upon last year’s, with columns such as ‘Dear Voice’ and the mental health awareness articles which are now a regular feature. In the future, even more articles like the ‘Star of the Week’ column will hopefully become repeat attractions. We even have plans to involve students from outside of Pupil Voice in the writing of the newsletter; hopefully, these plans can come to fruition before the end of the summer term in preparation for the continuation of the newsletter next year.

-- Joseph Luke 11B

Rewards & Celebration
During the past few weeks we have been discussing the agenda for a new and improved rewards scheme that can be implemented in the coming months. Hopefully, by September 2015 the new year 7’s as well as the rest of the remaining students at Trinity will be able to be a part of this program. We are already talking about a set rewards list where students will all be awarded on the same basis in order to make sure Merits and other hard work is judged objectively instead of the idea being down to somebody’s personal opinion. As well as the aforementioned we are also working on a points scheme in which if a student gains a certain number of points they are able to cash them in for a bigger prize, different point amounts will equal different rewards which have not been completely decided yet. None of this is set in stone and ideas are still being discussed however we are looking forward to introducing this new procedure to the student body at Trinity. If any parents or students have any ideas we would be happy to listen and take them into consideration also.

-- Niloufar Kaidan, 11J

Charity & Good Causes
Within Pupil Voice, there is a huge emphasis on the work we do for Charities and Good Causes. Last term, as mentioned in the last newsletter, 
we focused as a group on the C.A.U.S.E Christmas hampers. This term for our involvement with good causes we are continuing to support the Lourdes pilgrimage. This pilgrimage is for the development of our students outside of school, and also to help the elderly and disabled in southern France whilst they are completing their annual pilgrimage to St Bernadettes Cathedral.

Sport & Enrichment
Through Sports and Enrichment we are looking to create 

a proposal to change lunchtimes by September 2015 

so there is a wider range of activities available, whilst 

enhancing the opportunities accessible to the student body. 

Our group is responsible for the range of activities that are 

at the disposal of pupils at Trinity including lunch times 

and after school. We are hoping to create an environment 

where rewards are awarded for extra-curricular activities 

and pupils who are willingly going above and beyond to 

contribute to the school’s sport and enrichment sector, as 

well as their own education

-- Niloufar Kaidan, 11J

Primary Student Council

In November of 2014, Middlesbrough Schools 

Catholic Alliance student body met up to discuss 

the transition into Trinity as a Year 6 student. This 

involved reps from all Catholic primary schools 

as well as from Trinity. This exciting project also 

included filming parts of school life. The idea is for 

young primary school children to feel safe with their 

transition into Trinity. The Pupils of Trinity Would be 

able to film how we go about our daily school life. So 

if the Student feels unsafe or confused on how we 

do something they could ask us to film this and they 

could see how it happens.
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SCHOOL TRIPS
ENGLAND V SLOVENIA
The PE Department ran a trip to Wembley to watch 
a Euro 2016 qualifying match. A satisfying England 
victory of 3-1 was witnessed by 40 students and staff in 
November who went to watch the England v Slovenia 
football match. Mr Miller, Head of PE, was delighted 
with the success of the trip stating “The pupils who 
represented the school were fantastic ambassadors for 
the school and town. They really deserved the trip for all 
the commitment they had shown to Sport this term”.

TECH NEWS
Industrial Visit To IPB
Mr. Talbott, Head of the Technology 
Department recently took a group of 
Year 10 Engineering students on an 
Industrial visit to IPB, a company which 
specialises in induction pipe bending of 
high performance pipes primarily for 
the oil industry. “The students were able 
to see first-hand, the process of some 
aspects of engineering which are difficult 
to replicate in the classroom and an 
essential part of learning in a vocational 
qualification” added Mr Talbott

As part of their coursework the students 
are expected to complete destructive 
and non-destructive testing methods (DT 
and NDT). As some techniques cannot 
be completed safely in the classroom 
and would require expensive specialist 
equipment the opportunity to use IPB’s 
testing lab has proved an invaluable link. 
The students got the chance to produce 
a case study on a tensile test, impact 
test (charpy), LPI and ultrasound testing 
whilst having the opportunity to view the 
crystal structures within the materials 
with powerful microscopes.

3D Printing
As part of our second Focus Day of 
the academic year,  the Technology 
Department provided students with an 
exciting and innovative day experiencing 
new technologies available within the 
Department

A group of Year 9 students enjoyed 
Trinity’s arrival of our 3D printer!  The 
day was designed to give students the 
opportunity to discover the endless 
possibilities and potential of our new 
technology within Product Design. 
Mr Talbott  Head of Technology said 
“Our students produced high quality 
Christmas products based on designs 
created in CAD/CAM software which 
were then produced on the 3D Printer. It 
was a very valuable learning experience 
for both staff and students”

SKI AUSTRIA 2016
Mr Carey is organising a ski trip to Ziller Valley, 
Austria for February half term 2016. 

The trip will be a fantastic opportunity for pupils to 
enjoy top class skiing conditions in one of the finest 
resorts in The Alps. The cost of the trip includes all ski 
equipment, accommodation, food, insurance, flights from 
Manchester, 4 hours of instruction each day, hoodies, 
evening entertainment and much, much more. Students 
in Y6 at primaries all the way up to Y12 students are 
welcome on the trip. 

Letters are available from Student Services or from the 
Sixth form. 

Mr Carey can be contacted directly by email:  
carey.s@trinitycatholiccollege.org.uk also.  
The total cost for the trip is £1085.

London Trip For 
Technology
Year 9 & 10 Food and Textiles pupils 
recently enjoyed a visit to London. Pupils 
visited the Victoria & Albert Museum, The 
South Bank Food Market and also enjoyed a 
night at the theatre watching The Lion King.

The visit was a great opportunity for pupils 
to gather research in order to aid their GCSE 
coursework. Mrs Jones who led the trip said 
“The capital provided a great basis for pupils 
to experience a range of cultures, sample 
foods from around the world and see 
the latest in cutting edge design. As usual 
the students’ behaviour and attitude was 
superb”


