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Academically More Able and Talented (AMAT) Provision in English 
 

This term saw the launch of the AMAT programme across KS3 in English. This is a 6-week rolling 
programme whereby different groups of pupils are identified based on their current attainment and 
expected progress and invited to the extra-curricular classes. 

During the course, pupils develop their creative writing skills and are given the opportunity to        
discover a variety of writing styles which will prepare them for the rigor and challenge of GCSE as 
well as engaging pupils with a passion for writing for pleasure. The focus is on writing due to the  
increased emphasis on SPaG and writing questions at KS4.  

The themes are as follows: 

 Year 7 - "Writing in the style of..." - imitating the styles and conventions of other writers -        

delivered by Miss Ahmed 

 Year 8 - "Using abstract concepts as a stimulus for creative writing" - using images, colours and 

feelings as a basis for writing - delivered by Miss Pickersgill and Mrs Garbutt 

 Year 9 - "Writing with a particular viewpoint and perspective" - exploring implicit viewpoints and 

writing with humour, sarcasm and irony - delivered by Miss Redman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On Wednesday 10th February, the first cohort of Year 7 pupils went on a trip to Teesside University 
to attend the “Author! Artist! Animator!” presentation. This was delivered by world renowned author, 
artist and animator, Curtis Jobling. Pupils also had the opportunity to buy signed copies of Curtis’ 
books. They had a wonderful and enriching afternoon.  

World Book Day 

Thursday 3rd March was World Book Day and staff celebrated and promoted the day in style. Along 
with extended reading in Form Time, all departments were encouraged to start each lesson that day 
with an extract from a book relating to their subject. The English Department went above and       
beyond their duty by spending the day dressed as characters from the literary world from Snow 
White to Gangster Granny! 

In addition to this, Trinity’s LRC held its first ‘Blind date with a book’. Books 
were wrapped up with a short description written on the front of the package. 
Pupils only found out the identity of their ’Blind Date’ book when it was         
unwrapped. The event was a huge success. 
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Academically More Able & Talented (AMAT) Year 10 Durham Visit 

As part of the Academically More Able and Talented scheme, 12 students from Year 10, visited 
Durham University for the day on 4 February 2016 for ‘Durham Unwrapped’ . The aim of the day 
was to explain how Durham University works and to encourage these students to have aspirations 
to apply for such a prestigious University. Students found the day very beneficial and have been 
commenting how they would love to go to Durham University and how it has made them even more 
determined to get the highest grades. These students have now been invited to attend a residential 
summer school which could lead to an offer at Durham University but with lower grades than usually 
required. 

There was also a Year 9 AMAT event were six Year 9’s attended Teesside University for an          
afternoon of activities designed to stretch their thinking related to Science. 
On February 27, we have 4 Year 7 Mathematicians beginning a Royal Institute Maths Masterclass 
at Teesside University, which takes place on Saturday mornings. 

On March 9th, 29 Year 8 more able students completed an Urban Geography study in Newcastle 
related to themes including sustainable transport, architecture and regeneration. Students also     
visited the Castle and Baltic Gallery and had a reflection in St Nicholas Cathedral. Following the   
visit, students needed to complete a booklet to at home. Two Y13 students accompanied the group 
with a highlight of the day being lunch in Uno Trattoria.  

 

Focus Day 12th February 

Another successful Focus Day took place on Friday February 12th and as always a wide range of 

interesting events and activities were provided for our students. Each year group took part: 

 Y7 Anti Bullying/Healthy Lifestyle 

 Y8 Lourdes/French Day 

 Y9 Disability through Sport/First Aid 

 Y10 Enterprise 

 Y11 Maths/Science Raising Attainment 

 Y12/13 Study Skills/Exam Prep  

 

Parents’ GCSE Information Evening; 9th February 

Year 11 parents were invited to a short presentation in February during which they were advised of 
ways to help and encourage their children in the period leading up to exams. The event was well  
attended and many parents took the opportunity to discuss concerns they have during this very    
important period. A Parent Pack of information in preparation for GCSE was distributed to all        
attendees  

Revision Sessions 

Staff across all departments are stressing the importance of revision prior to exams especially for 
Y11 and Y10 students. A Revision Session timetable has been posted on the college website  
showing the majority of extra revision sessions available after school and lunchtimes. RE produced 
a powerpoint presentation for Y11’s inviting them to extra revision sessions with a few rewards     
including pizza and hot chocolate.  
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Digital Leaders 
 

The next major step in our e-learning strategy is the introduction of student digital leaders. The role 

of a student digital leader is to provide expert support to the school community to help people to get 

the most out of the digital tools that we use and provide additional training and support. The        

program was launched to students at the end of January and applications have been very          

competitive. Decisions of the first group of digital leaders are being finalised and will see 6 digital 

leaders from each year group (7-10) and a further 4 from Y12 who will work as team leaders for the 

younger students. The digital leader training is set to take place on March 4th, with Realsmart (Our 

Google Apps partner) providing the training. Once trained, the first group will be ready to start    

sharing their expertise with the school community. 

 

BBC Micro:bit 
 

After a very long wait, the BBC are now getting ready to release the Micro:bit to schools. The initiative from 

the BBC was to provide all students in Year 7 across the country with a small, credit card sized computer to 

engage students in computer science, programming and computer hardware. The small device has a series 

of LED lights, buttons, a compass, accelerometer and USB and wireless connectivity, that can be              

programmed through the Micro:bit website to run software created by the students. 

The teacher Micro:bits have just arrived in school so that we can work out how to use the little device, and the 

student Micro:bits are set to arrive at the end of March. To get the most out of the Micro:bit, we plan to initially 

keep them in school and use them to deliver the programming aspects of the curriculum to Year 7 and then at 

the end of the academic year, give them over to the students to take home 
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Subjects Curriculum Update 

Technology 

Textiles 

Over the past term pupils have been developing their textiles skills whilst 

learning about the  importance of recycling and the environment. Pupils have 

brought recycled fabric from home, anything from old bedding to T shirts to 

turn into functional bags. Pupils have developed their ideas using a range of 

exciting techniques to showcase their ever developing skills in Technology. 

 

 

Pupils were asked to design a new Trinity Catholic College PE kit as part of 

their Technology homework. The entries we revived have been outstanding. 

The winning entries from each teaching group will be passed onto the PE 

department and hopefully inspire the design of future kits. Pupils will be     

rewarded with Carrot Points that will be credited to their account; the winners 

will receive 300 points and the runners up 100. 

 

 

Students in Y7 have also been busy in textiles    

 using their skills to make some wonderful cushions.  

 

 

 

 

French Exchange Visit 

Following on from the success of previous exchange visits and the bonds formed between students, 

another visit to our partner college in Mauriac is planned for 19th to 24th March. It is a wonderful  

opportunity for our students to experience life at a French school and where possible follow their 

timetable. Our students will be staying with host families. 
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Art Online Gallery 

The Art department have set-up an online gallery of work. It can be found on the Art curriculum page 

and Trinity's Facebook page and the home screen of the Trinity website. Currently, the department 

have uploaded some good work in progress and homework tasks. There is also a dedicated  section 

for Year 11 to guide them through their exam (images of students work included). Art intend to    

regularly update with 'work of the week', Exam Progress and KS3 currently have homework to hand 

in so the best  examples/efforts will also be uploaded. It is also planned to set up a Trinity Art       

Department Facebook page.  

Art also worked with our Academy Primary schools on a St. Hilda’s Art project resulting in the    

striking banner used at the St Hilda’s Launch Mass. 

 

St Hilda’s Academy Art Project

A collaboration between all of the academy 
schools to produce a piece of Art work to reflect 
the motto ‘growing as a community in the image 
of God’. 

Selected talented children in Year 5&6 from each 
Primary school worked with Mrs Rebecca Glover 
to create this wall hanging. The design was made 
up from idea’s that each school submitted. The 
tree idea symbolises growth and students and 
staff all worked on this part. Each pupil and 
member of staff created a leaf design with 
patterns and colour which were attached to the 
tree to represent a flourishing community. 

The name of each school is entwined on each 
branch.  
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Extra Curricular Update 

Train To Teach 

On Wednesday 23 March 2016 from 17:30 to 19:30 Trinity will be hosting a 'Train to Teach' 
Roadshow event. 
The event is aimed at anyone considering a future in teaching. A range of local Initial Teacher 
Training providers (including ourselves) and representatives from the DfE will be on hand to 
talk to graduates and undergraduates (or those holding equivalent qualifications)  about     
different entry routes into the profession. These include PGCE, SCITT and School Direct - 
Primary and Secondary. 
Although the main aim of the event is to sign people up to courses commencing Autumn 
2016, it will also be very useful to anyone considering Initial Teacher Training from 2017    
onward. Anyone that may be interested in Teacher Training anytime in the future is welcome 
to attend. It is quite rare to have one these events here (delegates usually have to travel to 
York, Leeds or Newcastle for this type of information evening) so please feel free to spread 
the invitations to a wide audience. 

 

Carrot Rewards 

The Carrot rewards scheme is proving to be a great 

success. A prize draw was made at the end of        

Autumn Term with various prizes awarded; students 

who had been awarded 75 ’carrots’ between 30th  

November and 14th December were eligible. This 

term a similar competition is running for  students  

winning 75 carrots or more between 21st February 

and 24th March. The most recent carrot ‘stats’ report 

was released to staff showing awards made by subject, Form, House etc. 

We held a year 7 rewards on the evening of Thursday 10th December. 

This competition ran for 6 weeks for anyone with 100% attendance. As their prize, pupils chose to 

watch a Christmas movie in the hall with pizza, chips and drinks. 

We continuously run a good manners campaign, each week staff give names of those who showed 

good manners in the class or around school. Typically 70 carrot stickers a week are awarded. 

 

Lourdes  

Students from Y10 and our 6th Form are currently preparing to take part in the annual                 

Middlesbrough Diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes. Parents of those students taking part have helped 

to organise a fundraising ‘Race Night’ at St Francis’ Church Hall on Saturday 2nd April. 

Additional fundraising events have also been including an Evening of Entertainment on 22nd March 

at Trinity and will include performances by students from the Music & Performing Arts departments.  

Funds raised will be used for Lourdes and Gambia. The Student Council also arranged a ‘Hot   

Chocolate & Biscuit’ sale on 4th March with funds again going to Lourdes and Gambia. 

 

Easter Carrot Reward Prize Draw
Entry Requirements:

Collect 75 Carrot Reward points during the period of 
time between 21st February and 24th March.

Keep up the good behavior during the competition as 
well!

Good Luck To All !!!

Prizes:
1st Prize: One large Easter Egg

2nd Prize: One Medium Easter Egg
3rd Prize: One Small Easter Egg

4th Prize: Cream Egg
5th Prize: Cream Egg
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Ski Trip To Austria 

During February half term, 29 students and 8 staff went skiing in Austria. The skiing conditions were 

superb in Ziller Valley despite 2 days of very low visibility. The students were a credit to the school 

and enjoyed the 6 days of skiing. They made excellent progress and were able to develop their 

turns and control quite impressively over a short period of time.  

 

Other activities on the trip included bowling, ice skating a quiz night and a disco. The only downside 

to the trip was an injury to one of the girls who very unfortunately broke her leg in 2 places on the 

very last stretch, of the very last run, on the very last day. Thankfully the medical team and           

insurance meant that she was given first class treatment and was able to return home a few days 

later with her dad. Miss O'Boyle stayed a few days extra to ensure that she was cared for and      

accompanied whilst in the hospital.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bike Club (TRACC). 

The students are very busy at the moment putting together a mobile tool trolley that will house all of 

the specialist tools for repairing the many bikes that come through our workshop. They are also very 

excited as  the delivery of our new welding equipment has just arrived. The next couple of weeks will 

be spent assembling and getting to know how it all works then we should be able to start building 

our next new project the RECUMBERENT; a low rider bike made from old bikes that have been   

given to the club. This will start after the Easter break when the club will expand to an after school 

club as well as Wednesday lunch times. 
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Four members of the Trinity STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) Club will shortly 
be involved in an International Space Station experiment called Rocket Science. 

It is a science experiment delivered by Tim Peake on the ISS. We will receive Rocket seeds after 
Easter which are currently on the ISS. We need to compare these seeds against rocket seeds which 
have remained on Earth to test if microgravity has an affect on growth rate. 

The project has been launched by the Royal Horticultural Society and the UK Space Agency and will 
involve 10,000 UK schools. It’s an exciting project which the girls (Khadijah Nasleem, Francesca di 
Cicco, Emma Willis and Ola Slawinska) and Mrs Jones, Trinity Science Teacher, are really looking 
forward to! 

Rocket Science at Trinity 

Young Person’s Lecture Competition – Cleveland Institution of Engineers 
 
An outstanding performance by Year 9 pupil Harry Vince in the recent Young Person’s                
Lecture competition organised by the Cleveland Institution of  Engineers and hosted at Teesside 
University resulted in him securing the runner-up position in this prestigious event. 
Harry was competing against university students in the contest and delivered a truly remarkable 15 

minute presentation that belied his age. 
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Events From Late Autumn Term 2015 

Last term’s report was issued too early to report on some of the events which took place very late in 

the year. Here is a brief summary of some of them. 

RSC Top of the Bench Competition—2nd December 

The RSC Top of the Bench Competition was a regional heat testing students' knowledge of      

Chemistry across KS3-4. Representing Trinity were Max Kelly, Ben Winstanley, Francesca Di Cicco 

and Joe McKenzie who had been nominated for their excellence and the talent they have shown in 

their Chemistry lessons. 

The students worked so hard as a team, supported each other and had good fun testing their   

Chemistry knowledge. They were up against very stiff competition from schools all across the North 

East. They didn't win but tried their best and made Mrs Jones very proud!  

Trinity Choir at Middlesbrough Town Hall & Christmas Liturgy 

Congratulations went to the members of school choir who gave a superb performance singing at the 

Town Hall Christmas Gala in December. They were a credit to our school, singing as part of a 

massed choir made up from schools across Teesside and also giving their own performance 

as Trinity Catholic College choir.  

We received many compliments from parents and colleagues from other schools on the polished 

performance given by our students.  

On Wednesday 16th December Trinity hosted its annual Christmas Liturgy comprising of a variety of 

dramatic and musical performances, singing and prayer. Students from all Year Groups took part. 

The night ended with a retelling of the Nativity story by our Y11 Drama group to a backing of        

December Prayer sung by the choir. 

2015 CAUSE Hamper Appeal 

Our annual CAUSE (Catholics Against Unemployment and Social Evils) Christmas Hamper          
Appeal was another huge success in 2015.There was an outstanding response from across the  
College providing food, gifts and presents to families across Teesside. 
Each Form Group throughout Trinity raised money via various innovative fundraising schemes to 
produce an array of wonderful hampers, with more being made by the Student Council, college staff 
and the wider college community. C.A.U.S.E  is now in its 28th year and is the main charity focus for 
the college for the Autumn term.  Special assemblies and prayers were held where all 1,400        
students gathered to celebrate the hampers they had helped to provide. 
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Trinity Sports Update  

Congratulations to the Year 10 football team who in January got down to the last 64 in the National 

Cup out of a starting number of teams of over 350! 

# Well done Y10 football team making it through to #ESFA rd6 with a 3-1 win over St Robert        
Newminster.  
 
Primary School Cross Country Festival 
 
Trinity hosted the annual Academy Primary School Cross Country Festival in January. A number of 
Year 10 BTEC students were involved in leading the event. The event took place on the fields at 
Trinity. 
 
Primary Athletics 
 
February saw Trinity hosting the Y2 Primary Athletics event. A number of Academy Primary schools 
place and was again led by some of our Year 9 and Year 10 Sports Leaders. 
 
RFU Legacy Programme 
 
Trinity are part of the Rfu World Cup legacy programme called the ‘All Schools’. It gives Trinity extra 

support and resources to boost rugby for boys and girls. Part of the programme included a kit design 

day in September and at the recent Six nations match England v Ireland a Trinity student helped 

launch the new kit by parading around on the Twickenham Pitch before singing the National Anthem 

metres away from the players.  

https://twitter.com/hashtag/ESFA?src=hash
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Trinity During Lent 

 

A programme of opportunities is in place to allow staff and students at Trinity to prepare during the 

season of Lent for the celebration of Easter. 

 

Ash Wednesday  _ All staff and students were offered the opportunity to receive Ashes in the 

main school hall. Fr Paul officiated. Students were taken to the hall in Year Groups and listened to a 

short sermon prior to receiving the Ashes. The morning went very well. 

 

Whole College Mass _ Thursday 25th February; an opportunity for students and staff to     

celebrate mass during Lent . Mass was celebrated by Fr Phil. 

 

Confessions _ The opportunity to attend confession as part of the Easter Duty will be during 

w/c 14th March. Staff and Students are all being offered this opportunity. Times for confession will 

be split to allow enough time for everyone who wishes to attend. Confessions will be heard in the 

Chapel as well as other appropriate rooms around the school. 

 

First Friday Mass _ Mass continues to be heard in school on the first Friday of each month; 

this is celebrated in the school 11-16 Chapel at 8.00am for those staff and students wishing to      

attend. 
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Trinity 6th Form 

Councillor Visit 

EAL students were visited by local councillor Bernard 
Taylor in December. The students were really                   
impressed with the information Councillor Taylor gave 
them. They will potentially visit the Town Hall to watch 
a full council chamber on 17th February at 7pm.  
Councillor Taylor said he would introduce the students 
to the committee members. Government & Politics      
students will also probably attend this visit.  

Chemistry Trip 

Students were fortunate enough to attend the RSC Christmas Chemistry Lecture at Newcastle    
University in December. A very informative event for everyone who attended. 

Half Term Trip To New York 

A number of students and staff enjoyed a fantastic time in New York over the Half Term break. All 
the usual essential sights were visited! 

Market Stall Event  

A Market Stall event was held on March 10th. Our Year 11 students were encouraged to attend to 
find out more about subject choices and programmes of study being offered at Trinity 6Th Form for 
September 2016. Attendance was excellent! 

Technology   

Engineering Students visited IPB, this report was written by one of the students:  

On our trip, we went to a company called IPB. IPB specializes in pipe lines, destructive and         non-
destructive testing. The reason we visited IPB was to learn more about metals and how its structure changes 
due to the test that was carried out on the metals. Not only to learn about the structure change in metals but 
to also learn how to carry out destructive and non-destructive testing and to understand the importance of 
testing metals and why it is crucial to test metals before using it for any work. 

Helen Mehari Y12 engineering  

Support for Highest Achieving Y12 Students 
Sixth Form enrichment has been extended this year to include highly focused and individualised 
support for the highest achieving Year 12 students. They have had access to speakers from 
Durham, Cambridge and Oxford Universities together with encouragement to apply for places on the 
most competitive and highly selective residential courses. A number have been successful in their         
applications to Durham's Supported Progression Programme and will shortly begin selecting from an 
exciting menu of academic enrichment opportunities within the university. Most have applied to   
Sutton Trust Support Programmes which will be held over the summer. They will shortly be          
attending an Oxbridge Conference together with visiting a number of the most competitive           
universities in the UK. Currently preparing to compete in the Catenians Public Speaking competition, 
to be held in Durham, they are proving to be fantastic ambassadors for the school.           

The Extended Project Qualification 

This qualification is offered to Year 13 students and is designed to promote independent research 
skills and encourage autonomous learning. Universities value it very highly and in the case of the 
most demanding universities they quite often  lower offers to students applying with an EPQ. A key 
component of the course is a final showcasing of your findings. This took place on Wednesday 16th 
March in the Sixth Form LRC.    


