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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
As we approach the end of another busy and positive Spring Term I am always amazed how 
much there is to report thanks to the continuing hard work input from staff and students.  
 
As we move towards Easter, I know there are many events planned for the  remainder of the term 
and would like to thank everyone involved for their commitment to ensuring they are both  
successful and enjoyable.  
 

EARLY EXAMS 
 
Whilst our main exam period doesn‘t start for another few weeks, a few subjects have already 
started or due to start very shortly:  
 
GCSE Drama performances were moderated w/c 24/02/14 
 
GCSE Art is 31/03/14 & 01/04/04 
GCSE Photography is 26/03/14 & 27/03/14 
 
AS & A2 Art is 31/03/14; 28/04/14; 01/05/14 & 02/05/14 
AS & A2 Photography 01/04/14; 01/05/14 & 24/04/14 
AS & A2 Textiles 23/04/14; 29/04/14 & 02/05/14  

 
PARENTS EVENINGS 
Various Parents Evenings have taken place this term: 
Year 10- January 15th 
Year 7—February 5th 
Year 8—March 12th 
Year 11 Parents GCSE/Revision Event—March 11th 
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Literacy 
 
In February, the college had its first author visit from the award winning novelist Emily Diamand. 
Both year 7 and year 8 pupils were involved in creative writing workshops where they were  
encouraged to construct their own characters and storylines. In addition to this Emily completed a 
book signing in the LRC which proved very popular with Trinity Pupils.  
 
On March the 6

th
 Trinity will be celebrating ‗World Book Day‘ by having an extended form time so 

that both pupils and staff can spend a bit of time relaxing and enjoying their favourite reads. During 
lunch time both pupils and staff will be encouraged to bring in a book from home and take part in 
Trinity‘s first whole school book swap where each pupil who swaps a book will be rewarded with a 
book voucher. 
 
Staff have been issued with this half term‘s ‗Literacy Focus‘ guide asking them to concentrate on 
three areas throughout remaining three half term periods leading up to the end of the summer 
term: Connectives; Apostrophes and Ambitious Vocabulary.   
 
RE 
 
At KS3 we have introduced homework projects to help students consolidate their knowledge on 
each topic. We began the year with 1 project, per year group, each term. The projects were well 
received with certificates and prizes being rewarded for the best pieces of work in each class. 
Since January, projects have become half-termly and homework feedback forms have now been 
developed to fit with the school‘s marking and assessment policy, using www, ebi and requiring a 
student response to an improvement task. 
Y10 – Whole school mass took place on Feb 12

th
 before we broke up for the half term holiday and 

it was led by Y10 students who are going on pilgrimage this year to Lourdes. Pupils took part in 
readings and bidding prayers as well as the offertory. Whole school mass was, again, very well at-
tended. 

Y11 – students who completed their RE GCSE in Y10 have been working this year on The Extend-
ed Project Qualification. This allows them to explore an area of interest in more depth and present 
their findings through a ‗product‘. All of the projects have a religious thread, some working on es-
says, debates, drama pieces, creating websites and even running a fashion show!   

Micahel Kendall  held a debate, carrying the motion ‗This House believes that despite the exist-
ence of evil in the world God still exists.‘ 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 
The geography department led another group on one of their very successful trips to Newcastle.  
The group consisted of 34 Year 8 ‗able and talented‘ pupils. Pupils used the Metro as part of their 
study on ‘sustainable transport‘ and went into the city to complete a comparison of different         
architectural styles whilst giving consideration to urban environments.  They were treated to a visit 
to the actual Newcastle ‗Castle Keep‘  where they enjoyed splendid rooftop views across the city. 
Staff reported ―the students were an absolute pleasure to be with and were excellently behaved 
throughout the trip‖. 
 
 
YEAR 8 HOMEWORK PROJECT 
 
Year 8 pupils were set an independent learning homework task earlier this term with the theme of 
‗Racism‘.  Pupils really worked hard on their projects and produced some very well thought out and 
informative pieces.  They were able to produce the homework in any media form they chose which 
saw pupils handing in video clips, t-shirt designs, a paper mache balloon as well as handwritten 
and computer generated work. The standard was very high and the highly commended pupils  
received prizes.  The homework showed what a deep understanding the pupils have about the 
problems related with racism.  
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TECHNOLOGY 
 
 

IPB industrial visit and material testing 
Mr. Talbott took a group of Year 12/13 Engineering students on an Industrial visit to a company 

which specialises in induction pipe bending of high performance pipes primarily for the oil industry. 

The students got to see first-hand some aspects of engineering which are difficult to replicate in 

the classroom and an essential part of learning in a vocational qualification.  As part of their 

coursework, the students are expected to complete destructive and non destructive testing     

methods (DT and NDT). As some techniques cannot be completed safely in the classroom and 

would require expensive specialist equipment, the opportunity to use IPB‘s testing lab has proved 

an   invaluable link. The students got the chance to produce a case study on a tensile test, impact 

test (charpy), LPI and ultrasound testing whist having the opportunity to view the crystal structures 

within the materials with power microscopes.  

Construction Carillion Visit 
Year 11‘s studying BTEC Construction went to Carillion to gain further insight into the Construction 

industry and see for themselves some of the work which goes on in the ―Real World‖.  Students 

were taken on a tour of the facilities and also spoken to regarding the Construction industry and 

possible opportunities within the North East.  
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TECHNOLOGY (CONT) 
 
 
Bike Club 
 
Mr Hughes, along with help from some of the sixth form students and Mr Kirmorgan, has started a 

lunchtime bike club on a Wednesday. This is where students can either bring their own bikes to fix 

them or can simply go along to learn how to repair and maintain bikes. Mr Coady has given the club 

a start-up budget which they have used to purchase specialist tools and equipment to help them. 

Mr Hughes has also made some links with a local bike shop owner who has donated items to help 

the club along.  This club is also proving to be another popular success. 

 

 

Textiles/Sewing club 

Mrs Cocker started up an after school sewing club this year which has been a tremendous         

success. Students have filled the places very quickly and have started to produce some fantastic 

textiles products. 
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SCIENCE 
 

Year 10 Hartlepool Power Station Trip  
  
On 30th January a rewards trip was organised for 30 nominated students in Year 10 as a reward for 
their hard work and effort over the last winter term. The trip firstly involved a talk by the EDF power 
station company discussing the science behind generating electricity through nuclear energy. This 
helped support the students understanding of the GCSE Physics topic about generating electricity 
which they had already studied. The students then had a guided tour around the plant going into the 
turbine and generator area of the nuclear plant and also appreciating the fire and emergency re-
sponse quarters of the plant. A lot of the students left with a greater appreciation of the size and 
scale of a nuclear power plant and also career opportunities that are available in the local area for 
science related apprenticeships and degree courses. 
 
MFL 
 
French Exchange Visit to Mauriac- February Half-term 2014 
 
Year 12 and Year 13 students and teacher Emma Edwards were able to participate in an exchange 
programme thanks to funding from the Lefèvre Trust this February Half-term. The trust gives each 
school in the partnership £5000 which has to go towards funding collaborative projects and ex-
change visits and must also benefit each school in the partnership as well as the wider community.   
Students from Trinity Catholic College are paired up with students of a similar age from the Lycée 
Polyvalent de Mauriac in the Auvergne region of France. Prior to our visit, the students were able to 
communicate via social networking sites and some were brave enough to speak face to face over 
skype.  
Students stayed with host families and had the opportunity to experience college life in France and a 
whole range of lessons. They also gave presentations about Middlesbrough to the French students 
and took part in workshops where they could find out more about each other‘s home towns. As well 
as hard work, there was also plenty of fun to be had; including trekking on snow shoes, husky sled-
ding, bowling and sampling the delicious food at local restaurants. On the last day, Middlesbrough 
students were rewarded with an invite to a reception with the regional Education Minister in         
Clermont-Ferrand and she congratulated them on their hard work and commitment to learning 
French. French students from Mauriac will come to Middlesbrough at the end of June and we hope  
this will be the start of a strong partnership between the schools.  
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YEAR 8 ENGLISH 
Mr Donnelly‘s Year 8 English class have been busy working on a project to produce a TV news  report. 
They gathered stories from both inside and outside school and will film the different news segments  
before editing them together to produce the final news bulletin. 
 
ART 
The Art & Design Department has been creating artwork for the cathedral to  celebrate the Rite of  
Election (the day when all those who are due to be baptised or received as adults into the Catholic 
Church are presented to the Bishop and are affirmed as ready to take the next step of being  baptised 
at the Easter Vigil in their parishes).  KS3 and KS4 pupils and staff have painted 3 large boards  for the 
altar and 2 banners.  The images and bible quotes are all linked to the baptism theme.  These will be 
displayed in the cathedral on the first Sunday of Lent, and will then be exhibited in school to further en-
hance our learning environment. 
 

SIGN LANGUAGE    

We have a Y8 pupil who is hearing impaired.  She receives support from the Hearing Impaired         

Service via a Teacher of the Deaf and one of their technicians who has supplied her with a Roger     

Radio Aid to assist her in class.  The pupil wanted to learn some British Sign Language, so we got a 

group of her friends together and have been working on a lunchtime learning some Sign Lan-

guage.  The enrichment has helped the pupil accept and embrace her deaf identity and has  enabled 

better communication between her and her group of peers.  Learning to sign has taught the group    

valuable lessons in patience and manners when dealing with any deaf person, whether they sign or 

not.  They are about taught good communication strategies for all types of deaf and hearing impaired 

people, including correct (and incorrect) terminology.  This 35 minute enrichment session once a week 

has boosted their confidence and broken down many barriers between deaf and hearing people.  The 

Y8 pupil has also gained in confidence as a deaf young person.  The sessions are run by Mrs Colleen 

Metcalf who works in Trinity SEN admin department and is a qualified British Sign Language teacher. 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
 
The new school website is now live with a brand new design.  It is fully featured with a ‗live‘ front page 
displaying current college news and events, a ‗live‘ calendar that can be synchronised to smart phones 
and other devices so that parents can keep up to date with key college dates and full integration with 
Facebook and Twitter social media networks to increase the colleges online presence. The 6

th
 Form 

college website also features the ability for students to apply for a college place online and we have 
seen our first online applications come through the system. 
 
DIGITAL CITY 
Digital City, in partnership with MAP, Middlesbrough College and Teesside University, are running a 

series of programs to engage students with computing and prepare them for the high-tech industries 

that are emerging on Teesside. The first project, named digitalfuse, aims to engage a small number of 

students with high-tech computing through a ‗techie club‘. This club is made up of 20 students from the 

Middlesbrough secondary schools who will attend a series of workshops starting Tuesday 18
th
 March 

from 5-7pm. A range of topics are covered from computer game development through to UAV‘s. Three 

of our Y9 students, talented in ICT and computing, will be taking part in this club. 
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YEAR 8 AWARDS ASSEMBLIES 
 
Year 8 pastoral staff held a rewards assembly at the end of the autumn term for their Year Group.  
The year group were treated to performances from some of their talented peers in the form of a 
group gymnastic show and some of the boys performing a song they had written. Well done to all 
those who received rewards! 
 
 
2015 PILGRIMAGE TO PALESTINE 
 
A special assembly was held on 24th January to launch the 2015 pilgrimage to the Holy places of 
Palestine.  The pilgrimage will be led by The Diocese of Middlesbrough who will take some of our 
Year 12 students to Palestine where they will meet up with other Year 12 students from catholic 
colleges within our diocese. 
Students were introduced to Father Maddison, a priest from East Anglia who, over the last 10 
years, has led more than 50 pilgrimages to the Holy Land, and has enabled over 1,000 people not 
only to visit the Holy Places but also the people who make up the Christian community in the Holy 
Land.  
He raised awareness of the tensions in Palestine at this time, told us about the places we will visit 
and about the orphanages and schools with whom we will work and become involved.  
It was a rather moving presentation that prompts honest reflection, as well as being informative 
about the pilgrimage itself.  
 
 
FOCUS DAY - MARCH 7TH 
 
This terms Focus Day is to include another wide variety of topics for our pupils to learn about.        
These will include: 
 Year 7—Healthy lifestyle / bullying 
 Year 8—Lourdes day 
 Year 9—Disability awareness 
 Year 10—Army experience 
 Year 11—Enterprise / creative careers/ English, Maths & Science intervention 
 Year 12—Teesside University Day 
 Year 13—Subject choices 
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TRINITY PARTNERSHIP 
 
The Trinity Partnership is going from strength to strength with meetings taking place most weeks.   
Headteachers, Deputy Headteachers and voluntary staff are assigned to each of the Operational 
Groups, these being: 
 
 English 
 Maths 
 Vulnerable Learners 
 Pedagogy 
 New technologies  
 Student Council (Pupil involvement)  
 
Each group currently meets approximately every 4-5 weeks and so far discussons have included 
economies of scale, sharing good practise and the October PD day.  
The Partnership has set up ‗schools of excellence‘ for every Year 5 primary child across each of 
the schools. The PE school of excellence is already up and running with sessions taing place at 
Trinity once a month. A major event is set for June when all of the SOE groups will participate in a 
day where they will specialise in their particular groups topic.  
 
The Schools of Excellence are: 
 Creative Arts 
 English 
 Maths 
 Geography  
 History 
 ICT & Business 
 MFL 
 PE 
 RE 
 Science 
 Technology  
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IN BRIEF  
There have been many other things happening this term so far at Trinity Catholic    College and some 
which missed last terms report because they were late in the term: here are some of them in brief: 
 Christmas Liturgy—17th December 
 Y10 rewards trip to Metro Centre—10th December 
 CAUSE Hamper assembly—16th December 
 Christmas lunch—18th December 
 Penalty of Dreams at Middlesbrough Riverside Stadium—March 22nd 
 World Book day—March 6th 
 Year 9 pilgrimage to Rome—March 7th 
 Ash Wednesday liturgies—March 5th 
 Whole School Mass—February 12th 
 Pope idol—Trinity pupils involved 
 Product Design Workshop—February half-term holidays 
 RIT—February 26th 
 Football trip to Celtic– February 
 Staff Twi-light session—March 5th 
 GCSE Health & Social Care work experience—January 29th & 30th 

 
SIXTH FORM NEWS 
 
AS Chemistry trip to SSI Steelworks Redcar on 4th Feb  
 It was a great trip to SSI Redcar for the current AS Chemistry students to experience the scale of 
iron blast furnance works and the steel making industry on Tees Valley. They experienced a tour 
around the blast furnance wearing their PPE (personal protective equipment), saw the molten iron 
being made and then exported to the steel works as well as having a talk from chemical engineers in 
the plant. This trip supports the AS Chemistry module Extraction of Metals and is the second year we 
have run the trip to SSI Redcar and hopefully this trip will become an annual trip to help support their 
understanding of the topic but also help the students realise how A Level Chemistry can lead to ca-
reers such as Chemical Engineering and other technician jobs in the region. We also met two previ-
ous students of the then St Marys Sixth Form which was great to show the current cohort where Sci-
ence related subjects can take them in the future. 
  

 
ESOL 
All ESOL students are taught Citizenship during form time. It covers things they need to know about 
Britain. It can also help students who are applying to become British citizens. It's a Home Office in-
centive and it has been really successful. As part of unit two, Politicians, the students find out about 
the different parties, voting, councilors etc.. and it suggests that I invite a councilor or a politician in to 
speak to the students.  Andy MacDonald came to meet the students who were absolutely fantas-
tic!  They all introduced themselves and asked him a question about his job, He took the time to 
speak to each individual student and answer their questions really sincerely. As well as being really 
good for them to learn about politicians he seemed to be really interested in them as individuals! As 
he left,  Cristian handed him an envelope with thank you cards in their own languages. 
e, justice, respect, government... in several languages.  
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SIXTH FORM NEWS 
AS Chemistry trip to SSI Steelworks Redcar on 4th February  
 
It was a great trip to SSI Redcar for the current AS Chemistry students to experience the scale of iron 
blast furnace works and the steel making industry on Tees Valley. They experienced a tour around 
the blast furnace wearing their PPE (personal protective equipment), saw the molten iron being made 
and then exported to the steel works as well as having a talk from chemical engineers in the plant. 
This trip supports the AS Chemistry module Extraction of Metals and is the second year we‘ve  run 
the trip to SSI Redcar; hopefully this trip will become an annual event to help support their under-
standing of the topic but also help the students realise how A Level Chemistry can lead to careers 
such as Chemical Engineering and other technician jobs in the region. We also met two previous  
students of the then St Marys Sixth Form which was great to show the current cohort where Science 
related subjects can take them in the future. 
  
 Debating in the Sixth Form 
 
On 28

th
 February, Sixth Formers were treated to an afternoon of debate and discussion organised by 

Michael Kendal, one of our Year 11 Extended Project pupils. Michael invited Andrew McDonald MP 
to take part and alongside Rev. Andrew Bunce argued for the motion:  ‗ The existence of evil in the 
world does not rule out the existence of God‘. They faced formidable opposition from Carmel      
Goodchild and Alice King (Yr 13).  Our student president Kieran Hanrahan acted as Chair and       
ensured that the whole event ran smoothly. Much heated discussion and debate followed.  Congratu-
lations go to Carmel and Alice. And a  big ‗well done‘ to Michael for arranging everything. 
 
Creativity, design and enterprise: 
 
Enterprising student Elle Randall (Year 11 EPQ) has developed a web-site that is generating much 
interest from Social Services and Health professionals. The site (www.tpsmiddlesbrough.co.uk) has 
been designed by Elle to inform and support teenage parents. To help her further develop and     
publicise the site she explored the possibility of accessing funding and has been given £300:00 by 
Middlesbrough Neighbourhood Trust. Congratulations Elle. 
Harriet Dee displayed outstanding organisational skills through her recent EPQ event. After           
witnessing the positive work of Macmillan Cancer Support within her family she single-handedly set 
about  co-ordinating a charity day to raise money for their valuable work. She approached a wide 
range of local businesses for raffle and tombola prizes and  through the generosity of her local    
community she managed to raise £495:00.  Macmillan nurses will be coming into the sixth form on 
March 20

th
 and Harriet will be presenting them with a celebratory cheque. Well done Harriet.     

 


