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INTRODUCTION 
 
We are nearing the end of yet another very 
busy and  
productive term and one which has passed 
by extremely quickly.   
 
We have hosted a number of large events 
this term including a very successful Trinity  
Partnership Joint PD Day at the end of  
October with an attendance of around 400 members of staff from across our partnership schools.  
Staff were involved in workshops and talks throughout the day; it ended with a very inspirational 
presentation by the Paralympian and television presenter Ade Adepitan. His visit led to some of us 
even sampling a game of wheelchair basketball!  
 
Trinity has hosted a number of other visits this term including the Year 6 pupils from our partner-
ship primary schools and their parents and a visit by a group from a school in China.  
Probably the most important event of the term was our HMI monitoring visit in September.  As you 
are aware from the report, the monitoring visit went very well.  The Inspector very much            
recognised the impressive work and real progress being made in our school. It is a great credit to 
all staff that this has been so clearly recognised.   
 
We still have a few weeks to go in the lead up to Christmas and there are still many events 
planned up until the end of term, some of which will take place following completion of this report, 
but I am certain they will all be a success. 
 
Finally, all the staff at Trinity Catholic College would like to offer our Governors, pupils and their 
families a very happy , healthy and safe Christmas and look forward to returning in the New Year.    
 
 
 

2012-13 Year 11 Leavers GCSE Results 
We were pleased with our results again this year with our Headline figures being: 
 
                                      5 A*-C  87% 

5 A*-C inc. English & Maths   56% 
                                      5 A*-G  96%   
 
Staff and this year‟s Year 11 cohort are working very hard towards this year‟s exams 
and we wish them every success! 
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Literacy  
Beginning this term our main focus has continued to centre around the promotion of reading.  
Our Year 7 pupils have enthusiastically began taking part in the Year 7 reading programme which is focused around 
„books from different genres‟. Every half term, every form will get the opportunity to sample a book from a different 
genre encouraging them to read books that they wouldn‟t normally read. Alongside this pupils have been developing 
their reading skills through the completion of reading journals. 
Year 8 pupils are currently taking part in a whole year group „Book Swap‟. This has entailed pupils bringing in their 
favourite books from home and encouraging other pupils in their tutor group to read them during form time. 
Year 9 pupils have had the opportunity to pick an exciting free book from the „Bookbuzz‟ programme which has 
helped to maintain their enthusiasm to read for pleasure. 
Key stage 4 pupils are continuing to use the „i‟ newspaper to both assist their learning across the curriculum and help 
them to engage in topical discussions during form time. Form time tasks are used so that key stage 4 pupils enhance 
skills of predicting, questioning, clarifying and summarising texts.  
Finally, our year 11 prefects have completed some reciprocal reading training and are currently working with our level 
4 year 8 pupils to enhance their reading skills and are helping them to achieve a level 5. During the sessions the year 
8 readers take the following roles: 

Predictor 
Summariser 
Clarifier  
Questioner 
Visualiser 

These techniques enable pupils to have a greater understanding of the text.  
We are very confident this practice will prove to be a great initiative in helping pupils engage whilst reading. 
 

English Visit 
On Tuesday the 26th November  twelve Year 8 pupils visited  St Joseph's primary School to work with their Year 4 
class on a raising aspirations Literacy project. The pupils were selected for a number of reasons ranging from being 
identified as Gifted & talented in English, pupils who find literacy a challenge and are taught in the Guided Group and 
pupils who we feel would benefit from working with younger children.    
The aim of the project is to raise attainment within Literacy and also give pupils the chance to work with younger    
children in our partnership primary schools. This will be an ongoing project throughout the year with St Joseph‟s   
pupils also visiting Trinity catholic College. 
On the day, pupils were lucky enough to meet the authors ‟The Two Steves‟ and enjoy inspirational readings from the 
two and also be part of a question and answer session.  This will provide our children and St Joseph‟s children with 
the starting point for our Literacy project. 
All of the pupils from Trinity were excellent ambassadors for the school and are really looking forward to working with 
the pupils again.  
 

 Reading Intervention Groups 
 
As a Raising Attainment initiative in Year 7, we have been running Reading Intervention Groups for pupils who 
achieved the national average of a Level 4 for reading at KS2.  the focus of the intervention is to progress from Level 
4 to Level 5 and ultimately give pupils a greater chance of success at KS4 and into the future beyond school. 
Throughout the programme we have already sees the pupils confidence, self-esteem and understanding of the written 
text improve.  The programme consists of six weekly sessions which focus on the skills of inference and deduction 
based on the book Room 13 by Robert Swindells.  Approximately 70 Year 7 pupils who achieved Level 4 Reading at 
the end of KS2 will benefit from the programme and their transferrable skills will be enhanced.   
  

Maths Intervention 
 
Several intervention programmes have been introduced by the Maths Department to help increase the progress made 
by pupils throughout KS3.  The „Boost 4 Maths‟ programme involves Year 7 and Year 8 pupils chosen from data    
provided at the end of KS2.  They will be invited to attend ‟one to one‟ sessions with the maths department HLTA.  
Each child will be assessed and provided with focussed intervention over a period of approximately eight weeks.  
An ‟Assertive Mentoring‟ programme has been introduced in Years 8 and 9 and also involves pupils receiving        
intervention sessions once a week over a period of six to eight weeks. Chosen pupils will be given personalised     
Intervention Packs  and will work through them under the guidance of a member of staff from the maths department. 
The mentoring programme is hoped to set a solid foundation leading into Year 10 and GCSE work. 
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Technology  

 
Year 6 Taster Days 
 
Another fantastic couple of days were held at the beginning of October for the visiting Year 6‟s. They were treated to 
two separate projects one based around Food Technology and the other based around Mechanisms.  
Students produced a range of sweet treats based around the theme of Best of British. These were great fun and 
looked amazing but more importantly tasted fantastic. 
With Mr. Elliott, pupils had in most cases their first taste of working in a Design and Technology workshop using a 

wide variety of tools and equipment to produce a mechanical carousel. 

 

Year 9’s Visit Nissan 

Year 9 Engineers had the fantastic opportunity to visit the Nissan plant in Sunderland and see for themselves how the 
plant produces the Nissan Juke and the Nissan Note. 
They were able to see up close and personal how the systems and procedures which they had been learning about 
were put into practice in real life. 
The visit was a real eye opener for those involved with all students coming away with a much clearer understanding of 

how a career in Engineering can open doors and be very rewarding. 

 

Year 5 Design & Technology Project 

The Technology Department are currently working on a Design & Technology Project for Year 5 pupils from our    

partnership schools. There will be a „food project‟ and a „hard tech project‟ sent to all the partnership schools for them 

to work on themselves within their own schools.  There will them be a competition and the primary teachers will     

recommend a few pupils to spend a day at Trinity Catholic College Technology Department.  The food project has 

been given a „shipwreck‟ theme and linked to healthy eating with a bank of recipes for the primary schools to try out 

depending on their facilities. 
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ICT Trip 
 
The ICT Department took a group of 25 pupils to Central Park on 
11th November as part of the Year 10 vocational ICT qualification, 
Interactive Media. We treated the pupils to lunch at the restaurant. 
The aim of the visit was for pupils to create their own primary 
sources in the form of photographs of the meals so that they could 
use it in their coursework. Their project is based on a take away 
business where they will make marketing products such as posters, 
menu's and a website. 
 
The trip was very successful with all pupils behaving well and thor-
oughly enjoying themselves.  
 
 
 
 

 
MFL 
 
Oberhausen Exchange  
 
Two Trinity students in Year 10, and three in Year 13 will be involved in hosting German students from  
Middlesbrough‟s twin town Oberhausen in October. 
The German students are coming for two weeks, and our volunteers will accompany them to London and the Lakes 
for a few days as well as undertaking a varied programme of activities whilst improving their German skills!  
 
Art  
 
The Art & Design Department has again run a successful Christmas 
card competition with Year 7 this year.  The  
standard was excellent with 5 finalists and the winning card being pro-
fessionally printed and sold within school to raise money for charity.  
There were 5 finalists and the beautiful winning design was by Niamh 
Thompson in 7T. 
 

This November, the department is involved with the „Making a mark 
project‟ with the Dorman museum which gives KS4 Art and Design 
pupils the opportunity to go on an initial visit to the museum and par-
take in a creative workshop.  The pupils are then invited to go for the 
following 3 Sunday afternoons where they have the whole museum at 
their disposal and a range of free materials to work on their course-
work  portfolio‟s with support.  This is an excellent free opportunity for 
pupils and the paper making workshop was a great success.   There 
may also be the possibility of creating links with the Dorman museum 
to hold an exhibition of our A level work in the future. 
 

There have been coastal Photography and Art trips to Saltburn and 

South Gare which are essential for primary research material at both 

KS4 and KS5. 
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 EAf 
 
On Friday 8TH November, a special tutorial for  EAL students was held to discuss Remembrance Sunday/ Remem-
brance Day. 
The Website,www.britishlegion.org.uk/getinvolved/poppy-appeal was very useful.  This website gives the history of 
why people wear a poppy and shows lots of photographs from different years of people wearing poppies and raising 
money. It also shows a really funny clip showing a 'well spoken' British man giving instructions on, how to wear your 
poppy, then it's interrupted by modern day clips of how poppies are worn now! It gets the message across really well. 
"However you wear your poppy, wear it with pride!" Even if students don't wear a poppy at least they'll understand 
why we wear them and the importance of our Remembrance Day the two minutes silence. 
 
EAL staff are arranging to hold after school classes for EAL students needing extra support with their language skills. 
 
 
 
 

British Sign Language 
 
Form 7G have been doing some British Sign Language during Form Time .  The students really enjoy it! 
They learned the full song “I‟m Dreaming of a White Christmas” in perfect BSL in the space of 10 minutes and then 
performed it for their Form Teacher Miss Zuk. Upon being asked what she thought of their efforts, Miss Zuk replied 
"I'm blown away! Fantastic!" 
The students have worked really well and have learned to fingerspell the alphabet as well as a number of phrases: 
* my name is 
* what is your name? 
* I live in..... 
* where do you live? 
* The full lyrics to "I'm dreaming of a white Christmas" Bing Crosby 
* Part lyrics to "snow is falling, all around me" Shakin' Stevens 
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Building My Skills-Year 10 

Employers look out… future workforce ahead ! 

3,100+ students; 25 schools; 40 businesses… 
 

 

“…..these business men and women are not coming in to school to teach – they are there to show – and 

to bring the excitement of business into the classroom.” 
Brian Manning, Esh Group 

 

 
 
The programme will involve six speakers coming in to Trinity to interact with our Year 10 pupils and tell them about 
the real world of work. This will also include activities for the pupils to get involved in and inform them about personal       
statements and CV‟s. Some of the speakers have already visited including one from Lloyds Bank. 
 
 

MP, ANDY MCDONALD  
TALK TO Y11s REGARDING ELECTORAL AND GOVERNMENT PROCESSES  
 
MP Andy MacDonald came into school to speak to Y11 pupils regarding their GCSE topic, „Rights and Responsibili-
ties‟. Within this topic pupils study democratic and electoral process in the UK and the importance of taking part in 
such processes. This topic is always received well by pupils who often have different opinions on the value of voting 
and who don‟t mind expressing their opinions on MPs! So, to have an MP come and speak to the pupils allowed them 
to direct some honest and, at times, hard-hitting questions at him. As part of their GCSE, pupils also take into account 
Christian teachings on moral duty and how being a Christian can impact political opinion. As a Catholic, Andy McDon-
ald spoke openly about his religion and how it affected his policies and the effects he wanted to make as MP. Pupils 
were very engaged in the talk and really benefited from a real-life insight into the world of politics!  

This month over 3,000 year 10 and 11 students from 25 schools in 8 local authority areas across the North East  
and Cumbria have set off on a great academic adventure. 
Two programmes facilitated by Esh Group;  Building My Skills which runs in the North East and The Employability Pro-
gramme which runs in Cumbria, sees employers showcasing employability skills in fun, interactive sessions throughout 
the entire academic year culminating in realistic job interview opportunities for the best performing  
students. 
Delivered at no cost to the schools or the local authorities taking part, the 40 business organisations involved will de-
liver over 120 workshops and over 400 realistic job interviews from September this year as part of the two 
programmes.  
Every programme has been launched in each school this month and the business sessions start in October and run 
through to April next year. 
The sessions cover a wide range of skills which are required by employers in their employees and a particular focus is 
placed on subject areas sought out by different industry and business sectors. 
Every student taking part will compile, under the guidance of their business mentor, a personal file documenting their 
progress as they each tackle a number of critical „checkpoints‟ throughout the programme. 
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Focus Days 
 
This Academic Year‟s first Focus Day was held on Friday 27th September and was a great success with each Year 
Group following its own agenda. The topics were varied but a great and successful day was had by everyone taking 
part in one of the following: 
 

 Year 7—Crystal Maze 

 Year 8—Healthy Living 

 Year 9—Fresh Start ( a trip to Osmotherley) 

 Year 10—Motivational Speaker 7 Workshops (venue MFC) 

 Year 11 Live & Learn (visits from Fire Service, Police, Platform)  
  
Focus Day number 2 is taking place on Wednesday December 4th and again each year will follow its own agenda.  
The topics set to be covered for this event are: 
 

 Year 7—a non-uniform day with a visit to Beamish museum 

 Year 8—a visit to The Life Centre in Newcastle 

 Year 9—Option Choices  

 Year 10—a day of Fund raising for local charities 

 Year 11—a day at the Sixth Form or at trinity with Middlesbrough College 

 Year 12—working to create a college newspaper 

 Year 13—a day Teesside University   

 
Year 9 Focus Day Camping Trip 
 
The Year 9 Pastoral team took on a massive undertaking when they decided to take their full year group on an over-
night camping trip to Osmotherley.  Pupils took part in „The Stations of The Cross‟ walk, confessions, a celebratory 
Mass as well as pitching their own tents, team building activities and a BBQ dinner! The event was an overall success 
for staff and pupils. 
Year 9 have also seen a play this term; „Risk and Resilience‟. Its aim was to make pupils even more aware of the  
dangers of drugs and alcohol. 
A couple of other things Year 9 pupils have to look forward to over the coming year are the Year 9 Rewards trip to an 
ice skating rink and possibly, a retreat trip to Rome which is being considered to celebrate the end of ‟The Year of 
Faith‟.   
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Sixth Form Update 
In the summer we saw a great number of our students in both Y12 and Y13 achieve great results and we saw an in-
crease of 10% in our AS results which was a huge cause for celebration. 
 
In September we had a two day Induction Programme for all new Y12 Students culminating in a Mass at the Lady 
Chapel in Osmotherly, celebrated by Canon Gerard Robinson, a great way to start the academic year. 
 
There has been plenty of activity at Sixth Form this term.  The following items have been taken from the upcoming 
edition of the colleges own newsletter which will be available at the end of term. The newsletter is going from strength 
to strength with the students now playing a major part in its production.  

 
Our New Student Presidents 
 
Congratulations to Jack Gaskarth, Kieran Hanrahan, Jamie Rathbone & 
Sam Rodgers who were elected to be the new student presidents and vice 
president. 
We made the decision to become presidents as a group as we all had ideas 
on how we could help improve the college and wanted our voice to be heard. 
We have fortnightly meetings where we address the problems that we face 
in the college. We get these from the student body meetings that occur 
every week one Monday at 1:15 for those who do not know. We will also be 
gathering information from you all using our office. This is located between 
the vending machines in the refectory. 
 
In the first half term we have made plenty of changes. One of which, to the delight of the girls in the college, was the 
locks on the toilets. We felt like this was something that needed to be changed and sorted out as soon as possible. 
Another change we have made is the Salad Bar. We feel that the Salad Bar has been a massive success and also 
means that it has created a healthier option for you. We also helped organise the Awards Evening and would like to 
thank every one of the staff and pupils who gave us a hand in getting to the end result. We are also currently planning 
out the Christmas party. We feel we are making good progress and we will be releasing more information hopefully in 
the next couple of weeks with the location, date and the prices of tickets.  
Our office is located in the room between the vending machines. If you would like to see us and organise a meeting 
with us you can talk to anyone of us and we can either talk to you there and then or we can organise a time to see 
you. We also have two notice boards. One in the refectory on the right just as you go in and the other on the corridor 
at the bottom of the LRC stairs. If we need to share any information then we will be putting posters up for you to see. 
Just for the form representatives, again, we will be holding meetings every week one Monday at 1:15 in the new con-
ference room. This is located through the doors where the staff room is and is the room right at the end.” 
 
Congratulations again to our new Student Presidents and Vice-President; we wish them every success in their new 
venture and thank them for taking such an active and supportive role within the Sixth Form.  
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Awards Night 
 
Y12 is over but the celebration isn‟t. A fabulous night  was arranged to credit the hard work of the students last year. 
The hall was beautifully decorated with golden balloons and a buffet for all, creating a really relaxed atmosphere. Both 
parents and students alike shared tables, bringing everyone together to share the success.  
 
The night began with a glass of wine and a fizzy drink, as people arrived and found a seat. The awards included  
Academic Excellence, Outstanding Achievement and one hundred per cent attendance.  
 

 
 
Music and Performances 
 
A special thanks goes out to Olivia Malone, Kieran Harahan and Jack 
Gaskarth for the amazing entertainment for the night. Throughout the 
whole awards, each subject had a theme tune that made the crowd laugh 
and lightened the mood. During the interval, we had a lovely performance 
from Olivia Malone singing Carly Rae Jepson‟s „Call me Maybe‟. The 
whole audience was entranced as it really sparked what Trinity has to  
offer: talent.  
 

 
 
 
 
Mini Oscars 
 
Trinity hosted its very own Oscars for the stars from both the film and media classes. Last year, many aspiring film 
makers worked incredibly hard to create their own short film. And the winners were: 

 
Best Comedy: Aclockalypse Now - a film based around a man who is a 
clock. It is filled with raw humour and very original ideas. 
Best Opening Scene: Parallel - A thriller opening centred around a young 
girls psychological state. 
Best Overall Film: The Last Man - What would you do if you were the last 
man on earth? This film targets that idea. 
Best Drama: Writer’s block - A clever insight into the mind of a writer 
showing the imagination and struggles they face. 
Best Superhero Film: Spiderman Begins - When there are two Spidermen, 
who will protect the city?  
 
 




