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As you are aware, there have been a number of initiatives 
introduced around the 11-16 education system including 
reformed GCSEs and significant changes to assessment 
systems at KS3 and KS4. 
As part of Trinity Catholic College’s “Engagement with Parents”, we have produced 
this Year 8 Curriculum Guide as clarification of the curriculum content and 
assessment.

Every department offering a subject at KS3 has been included in this guide and each 
subject has:

• an explanatory overview
• topics to be taught across the year
• how your child is assessed
• expected homework
• available support and extra-curricular opportunities.

We hope you find the information in this guide useful and it enables you to support 
your child in partnership with the school.

If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact me at 
granycome.j@trinitycatholiccollege.org.uk

Mrs J Granycome
Deputy Head Teacher
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We will incorporate many of the practices we have already used for many years to 
ensure students are being assessed meaningfully, but will move towards a system of 
‘Progression Maps’, which clearly indicate what a student needs to achieve and how 
they will reach their target / next steps.

Students will be placed on ‘Individual Flight Paths’, which will carefully track back from 
GCSE to the point where they are currently working. 

We will continue to use a range of information from prior attainment / data such as 
KS2 levels, CATs scores, reading tests, baseline assessments within departments as 
well as qualitative information from our partner primary schools to set appropriate and 
challenging targets.

As National Curriculum levels are phased out at KS2, we will use the new format of 
testing to generate estimated GCSE grades. This information will be used to place 
students into four flight paths. For example:

These flight paths will not necessarily be set in stone and may be adapted over the 
academic year; parents will be informed.

KS3 Flight Paths KS2 Levels GCSE (Current) 
Grades

GCSE (New) 
Grades

Extending 5B+ A* / A1 9-8

Secure 5C- 4B A2 – B2 7-6

Developing 4C – 3B B3 – C3 5-4

Foundation 3C - 2 D-G 3-1

Assessment
Key Stage 3 Assessment (without 
National Curriculum levels) 
Our new assessment system at Trinity 
Catholic College is aimed at encouraging 
all students to achieve a sound 
understanding of what they have been 
learning before they move on to the next 
topic or area.

We do not set a limit on achievement and 
believe effort and application combined 
with excellent teaching and assessment 
will allow all students to achieve their 
potential.

 Students 
are encouraged 
to develop an 
awareness of their 
abilities and interests 
in relation to career 
choices or further 
choices in education 
and training. 
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Trinity Cloud
Realsmart & Google Apps for Education
At Trinity Catholic College we endeavour to 
always provide our students with the best 
educational opportunities including the ways 
with which we use technology to engage 
students and enhance teaching and learning.

The underpinning principle of the ‘Trinity Cloud’ is to provide our students with access 
to the best online tools so that they can seamlessly access their learning from anywhere 
at any time. To prepare students for working and collaborating in a rapidly evolving 
world, we have partnered with Realsmart and use Google Apps for Education (GAfE).

GAfE provides students and teachers with an online platform for communication, 
collaboration and working. All of our students are able to log in via the school 
website and access their emails, calendar, files and documents as well as creating new 
documents, and completing assignments and submitting work to their teachers.

GAfE also gives students access to 1000’s of online tools which use Google accounts 
ranging from online video and sound editing to online maths tools and revision skills.

The unique way in which GAfE works allows students to securely work in real-time with 
one another, collaborate and share ideas as well as being able to communicate with 
their teachers at any time, from any location and on any device that can connect to the 
Internet.

Students can work on a ‘traditional’ computer or laptop or install the apps to tablets and 
mobile phones.

To find out more about Google Apps for Education visit www.google.com/edu/

SmartHomework
Our Google Apps for Education partner, 
Realsmart, have recently released a new 
online homework tool.

We are proud to have been the first school 
to test this system with students and from 
September 2016 all homework will be set 
using SmartHomework.

SmartHomework allows a teacher to easily set a homework task with submission dates 
and assign it to students. There are several key features to the system which we hope 
will help students complete their homework on time and become more organised and 
independent with their work. These include:

• Email notifications - students are emailed once the homework has been assigned
and again the day before the due date

• Calendar - homework tasks are automatically added to the students Google calendar
• Submit work electronically from Google Drive
• Submit work physically and mark the task as complete
• Parent login
As a parent, you will receive your own login to SmartHomework and be able to see the 
tasks that have been assigned to your child, when they are due and if they have been 
completed on time.
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In the Art & Design curriculum we aim to engage, inspire and challenge students to develop their skills and 
knowledge thus giving them the confidence to experiment, invent and create their own works of Art and Design.  
In Year 8 projects are more 3D orientated. We feel that 3D work is one of our strengths and we have found it a 
great motivator. Themes covered include Natural Forms and  Figure Sculpture.

Topics
Half term 1 - Baseline test and introduction 
to the Natural world project
• Students will learn about shape, form and 
pattern in nature and create compositions 
that reflect the theme, using mixed media 
techniques.

Half term 2 - Exploring Artists work
• Introduction to the work of artists inspired by 
nature such as William Morris. Creating large 
scale decorative leaf designs inspired by the 
artists work.  

Half term 3 - Introduction to clay work
• Learning about 3D clay techniques to create 
a relief sculpture from their decorative leaf 
designs.

Half term 4 - Introduction to Figure sculpture
• Students will learn about the artist Alberto 
Giacometti and explore figure drawing with 
particular emphasis on figures showing 
movement.

Half term 5/6 - Sculpture design
• Learning about sculpture techniques using 
wire and modroc to create individual 3D figures 
showing movement.

Assessment
Work is assessed each half term with individual 
feedback and targets given which students 
must respond to. There are also opportunities 
for self and peer assessment. Individual verbal 
feedback is given regularly so all students know 
how to make progress.

Homework
To help develop further confidence with their 
skills, homework opportunities are given each 
half term which build on their classwork.  

Support
There are many online resources that could 
inspire and motivate students with Art and 
Design. Some of our favourites are:
• uk.pinterest.com
• www.artchive.com
• www.tate.org.uk
• www.bbc.co.uk/arts
• www.nsead.org 

Extra-Curricular
The Art rooms are open every lunchtime and 
after school except Friday for students to get 
extra help and support, or to use the materials 
to work on classwork or homework project.

Art & Design

 Trinity Catholic College 
is a caring and inclusive 
school with a successful 
track record of high 
academic achievement. 
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Computer Science is a very broad subject that crosses into many other subjects and areas of our lives. Computer 
Science is all about problem solving. Computer scientists use hardware and software to help solve complex 
problems. At Trinity Catholic College we have developed our own bespoke Computer Science curriculum, 
designed for our students and with computational thinking and problem solving skills at its heart.

Topics
Half Term 1 - How do computers work?
Students find out about computer hardware, 
software, data and learn to count and add in 
binary

Half Term 2 - Spies
Students learn about encryption in the context 
of WWII and the work of Alan Turing and the 
codebreakers at Bletchley park.

Half Term 3/4 - Programming Project
Students develop their computational thinking 
and problem solving skills through learning to 
program in Python

Half term 5 - 3D
Students learn about digital 3D modelling

Half term 6 - Ethics & E-safety
Students explore the ethical and safety issues 
surrounding computer science and ICT

Assessment
To assess the student’s’ progress, we have 
designed our own assessment model based 
on the Computing at Schools assessment 
framework. Students are assessed against 6 
different areas of computer science and gain 
digital badges as they progress. Students’ work 
is assessed every 3-4 lessons during a project 
and then formally assessed at the end of each 
project.

Homework
To help develop computational thinking and 
programming skills, students are set weekly 
homework tasks using www.code.org. Each 
student has a login and the teacher can track 
their progress.

Students may additionally be set homework 
tasks to complete and improve work for their 
current class project. All of the work can 
be accessed by the students using Google 
Classroom from the College website.

Support
There is a constantly growing number of online 
resources to help develop computer science. 
Some of our favorites are:

• www.bbc.co.uk/education
• www.code.org
• www.scratch.mit.edu
• www.cs4fn.org
• www.csunplugged.org 

Extra-Curricular
Homework support - as we use electronic 
homework resources that have a reliance on the 
Internet, students are able to use the ICT suites 
at lunch time and Tuesday evening to complete 
homework tasks and receive additional support.

Coding Club - during the summer term we run a 
lunch time coding club for KS3 where students 
can develop their programming skills using 
Microsoft Kodu.

Computer Science

 Trinity believes that every 
student needs support and that 
the support must be personalised 
for the individual. 
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At Trinity Catholic College all students study Design and Technology as part of the Key Stage 3 Curriculum. 
They are taught in mixed ability groups on a carousel system which allows them to experience the full range of 
disciplines of Design and Technology through a range of design and make projects and focussed practical tasks. 

Topics
Product Design - The Clock
The Clock Project is designed to help students 
develop an understanding how a design 
movement can influence products. Core skills 
include; Creating, Computer Aided Design skills 
and development of ideas.

Textiles - Recycled Bag
The Recycled Bag Project is to allow 
students to develop their understanding of 
recycled materials and how it impacts on the 
environment alongside an introduction to 
Applique.

Food - Outdoor Pursuits Centre
This project is designed to help students 
develop their practical skills and extend their 
subject knowledge. Core skills include; safety, 
hygiene, food preparation, cooking and safe 
handling of equipment.  

Assessment 
At the end of each topic students will be 
assessed on their practical skills, written 
communication and homework. They will 
be assessed on their progress throughout 
the project which will be communicated via 
a feedback sheet which will be shared with 
student and parent. Additionally students will 
take part in an end of topic test which will allow 
for each student to be formally assessed. 

Homework
During a topic students will be issued with 
between three and four pieces of homework on 
a fortnightly basis.

These will relate to the topic and help develop 
understanding of the topic whilst challenging 
and engaging students. Additionally as a 
department we often issue cross curricular 
homeworks that link with Maths and English.

 

Support
• www.technologystudent.com/
• www.data.org.uk
• www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
• www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-
technology 

Extra- Curricular
Textiles Club - Students can take part in a 
four week after school club and are given the 
opportunity to make a soft toy which they can 
take home.

During the four weeks students develop  their 
practical sewing skills and following a pattern. 
This is an excellent opportunity for students to 
develop their talents in textiles whilst making a 
product that they can take home.

Design Technology

 Students starting at Trinity build 
on prior knowledge and quickly 
become part of an ethos that 
nurtures talents, embraces collective 
and individual strengths and enables 
learning to flourish in a safe and 
secure environment. 
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 Our children will face 
the demanding world of 

the 21st Century with 
confidence and hope.

They will be team players,
imaginative, flexible and 

determined; they will want 
to shape the future not 

respond to it. 

Drama is taught once a fortnight and allows students to explore and develop their speaking, listening and 
communication skills. Drama is a practical subject that goes hand in hand with the KS3 English curriculum. Our 
exciting and practical programme ensures students are introduced to Drama techniques that they will use and refine 
in a number of subjects, not just in Drama lessons. Drama is about developing the whole child and allowing students 
to achieve their absolute best and have the confidence to express themselves in as many different ways as possible.

Topics
• Half Term 1 – Fairytales
• Half Term 2 – Charities
• Half Term 3 – Shakespeare
• Half Term 4 - Poetry
• Half term 5 - Victorian Literature
• Half term 6 - War

Assessment
To assess our students’ progress, we make use 
of a cycle of teacher, self and peer assessment 
to ensure progress with ongoing work. We will 
celebrate our students’ successes whilst also 
encouraging areas of necessary improvement.

Homework
Drama is integrated with your son’s or 
daughter’s English lessons with homework 
issued as part of the English programme of 
study.

Extra-Curricular
• Drama Club – Every week, Tuesday lunch.
• Choir – Every week, Wednesday lunch.
• Dance Club – Every week, Thursday lunch.
*Please note that extra rehearsals take place 
during lunchtime and after-school when 
preparing a show or performance.

Drama
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 We have our ‘state 
of the art’ £20+ million 
school together with a 

refurbished and separate 
Sixth Form block to 

ensure that our children 
receive the very best 

education possible with 
resources and facilities 

second to none. 

English is an important subject and we aim to ensure that all our students achieve to the best of their ability. We believe that 
only through exciting and engaging our students can outstanding results in English be achieved. It is one thing to write or speak 
competently, but it is quite another to have a gift for speaking, a talent for performing, or a flair for writing. Our varied and exciting 
(and yes, demanding) programme of English study encourages all of our students to achieve their absolute best.

Topics
Half Term 1 - Creative Writing
Students learn how to craft their writing and 
develop their writing skills.

Half Term 2 - Charities
Students analyse a range of texts on theme 
of war and conflict, working on inference and 
organising their responses.

Half Term 3 - Shakespeare
Students will study ‘Macbeth’ analysing plot, 
character and use of language.

Half Term 4 - Poetry
Students will study a range of poems looking 
at poetic techniques and will also have the 
opportunity to write their own.

Half term 5 - Victorian Literature
Students will apply all the skills they have learned 
over the year to a range of texts from the 
Nineteenth Century with opportunities to analyse 
texts and understand the context of the time 
while also producing their own creative writing.

Half term 6 - War
Students will study both modern and pre-
Nineteenth Century texts, the focus is on 
analytical and critical skills

Assessment
To assess our students’ progress, we make use 
of a cycle of teacher, self and peer assessment 
to ensure progress with ongoing work. We will 
celebrate our students’ successes whilst also 
encouraging areas of necessary improvement.

To prepare them for the linear exam framework 
of KS4, students will also be tested in a 
summative manner at the end of each half term 
using an assessment that appropriately adapts 
the GCSE format.

Homework
To help develop our students’ learning and 
consolidate their skills, we will set homework on 
a regular basis every week.

This may be something simple such as 
completing a task to secure what they have 
learned that week to something more detailed 
and lengthy such as working through an exam 
answer.

Support
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/
z3kw2hv
• Key Stage 3 English Study Guide: CGP books
• Key Stage 3 English Workbook (with 
answers): CGP books
• Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar for Key 
Stage 3: CGP books.
We are happy to provide extra homework 
booklets at parents’ request

Extra-Curricular
• Academically More Able and Talented in 
English- Students to undertake a challenging 
and interesting unit looking to stretch and 
improve their progress. Ongoing throughout 
the year with different cohorts.
• Drama Club- after school, every week on 
Tuesday.
• Dance Club- every week on Thursday.
• Creative Writing- after school every week on 
Tuesday.

English
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In Geography students investigate a wide range of people, places and environments at different scales around 
the world. They learn about geographical patterns and processes and how political, economic, social and 
environmental factors affect current geographical issues.

Topics
• Half Term 1 - The Development Gap
• Half Term 2 - Energy and the Environment
• Half Term 3 - Sustainable Living
• Half Term 4 - Investigating Geography
• Half Term 5 - Hazards
• Half Term 6 - Rivers 

Assessment
Assessment of key geographical skills as well 
as knowledge and understanding is carried out 
through end of term tests and extended writing 
projects based upon the topics being studied.

Homework
To develop students knowledge and 
understanding of the topics being studied 
homework is set on a fortnightly basis 
throughout the year. All of the work can 
be accessed by the students using Google 
Classroom from the College website.

Support
There are a number of online resources to help 
develop Geography. Some of our favorites are:

• http://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/
geography/
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/
zrw76sg
• http://www.geographyalltheway.com/ks3_
geography.htm
• http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/ 

Geography

 Trinity is at the leading 
edge of educational
development and 
relentless in its pursuit
of excellence. 
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History is not just the study of the past. It is very much about the future and equipping our young people with 
the skills that they need to face the challenges of today.  History at Trinity is a popular subject following a broad 
and bespoke curriculum. Through the teaching of historical enquiry we challenge our students to think about the 
past in a critical, reflective and analytical way.  

Topics
Half Term 1 - The Tudors and the Church
Students investigate why Henry VIII broke from 
Rome 

Half Term 2 - The Tudor Children 
Students examine the reign of Henry’s children 
– ‘Bloody’ Mary and Elizabeth I

Half Term 3-4 - The Stuarts
Students explore how the reign of the Stuart 
family led to an explosion of witchcraft trials, the 
Gunpowder Plot and the Civil War.  Students 
also explore the impact of the Great Plague and 
Great Fire of London. 

Half Term 5 - The Industrial Revolution 
Students investigate the impact of the Industrial 
Revolution on Great Britain

Half Term 6 - Slavery
Students study aspects of the slave trade during 
the Industrial Revolution

Assessment
We regularly assess the progress our students 
are making against 6 different Historical 
skills.  Students are assessed using a variety of 
homework tasks and work produced as a result 
of in-class enquiry.  Students are also assessed 
formally at the end of each half term.  

Homework
Homework is set once every two weeks to 
consolidate and review what students have 
learned in class. 

Homework tasks include research, model 
making and extended written pieces. We 
encourage students to be creative and use ICT 
to complete further research.

Support
Students are always welcome to see any of their 
History teachers during lunchtime to ask for 
extra help with homework or classwork.

Alternatively, there are lots of websites that 
students and parents can access for more 
information on the topics that are covered in 
class.  Some of our favourite websites are:

• www.bbc.co.uk/education
• www.historylearningsite.co.uk
• www.historyonthenet.com 

Extra-Curricular
• Horrible Histories Club – a fun and popular 
lunchtime club based on the popular BBC 
programme and books.
• Homework – we offer a homework club 
Tuesday-Thursday lunchtimes. Students 
can complete their History homework in a 
quiet and calm environment with access to 
computers and the internet.
• Trips – all year groups have the opportunity 
to visit places of historical importance.

History

 We have established 
a strong reputation and 
are held in extremely 
high regard by the 
immediate and wider 
community. 
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 Our Catholic ethos 
ensures that we
welcome students
from all backgrounds
and religions and value 
each as an individual. 

Key skills provides students with the opportunity to develop and enhance their literacy skills. It focuses on improving both 
reading comprehension and also reading fluency. Writing skills are also developed with a particular emphasis on supporting 
students with their use of spelling, punctuation and grammar and transferring these vital skills across the curriculum. This 
additional literacy time also ensures that students are confident communicators both in written and oral form. 

Topics
Term 1
Students will read the fictional novel ‘Darkside’ 
and focus on developing reading skills such as 
selecting and explaining relevant quotations 
effectively, analysing main ideas, characters, 
themes and plots. 

Term 2
Students will be writing for the purposes of 
writing to persuade and writing to describe 
under the theme of Project Dream School. 
Students will be developing their use of tone 
and style, structure and paragraphs whilst also 
continuing to embed their growing spelling, 
punctuation and grammar skills. 

Term 3
This final half term, students will be basing both 
their reading and writing skills around the book 
Gangsta Granny. Students will be focusing on 
explaining the writer’s use of language and 
structure whilst also applying their growing 
knowledge of vocabulary, grammar and text 
structure to their writing and selecting the 
appropriate form. 

Assessment
Students are formally assessed each half 
term on both their reading and writing skills. 
Throughout the term, both formative and 
summative assessment is used continuously to 
ensure maximum progression. 

Homework
Students are given homework once a fortnight 
in booklet form. Students will be given a 
different booklet each half term and the booklet 
links to the theme currently being taught. 

Support
www.bitesize.co.uk

Extra-Curricular
Students are encouraged to attend the 
homework club in the LRC where additional 
support can be accessed. 

Key Skills
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Maths is for everyone. It is diverse, engaging and essential in equipping students with the right skills to reach 
their future destination, whatever that may be. We design our lessons and support to enable students to engage 
with, explore, enjoy and succeed in maths. By putting students at the heart of everything we do, our aim is to 
shape what success in maths looks like for every student.

Y8 Topics
Term 1:
• Use positive integer powers and associated 
real roots
• Apply the four operations with decimal 
numbers
• Write a quantity as a fraction or percentage 
of another
• Use multiplicative reasoning to interpret 
percentage change
• Add, subtract, multiply and divide with 
fractions and mixed numbers
• Check calculations using approximation, 
estimation or inverse operations
• Simplify and manipulate expressions by 
collecting like terms
• Simplify and manipulate expressions by 
multiplying a single term over a bracket

Term 2:
• Substitute numbers into formulae
• Solve linear equations in one unknown
• Apply the multiplication, division and power 
laws of indices

• Convert between terminating decimals and 
fractions
• Find a relevant multiplier when solving 
problems involving proportion
• Solve problems involving percentage change, 
including original value problems
• Factorise an expression by taking out 
common factors
Term 3:
• Understand and use lines parallel to the axes, 
y = x and y = -x
• Calculate surface area of cubes and cuboids
• Understand and use geometric notation for 
labelling angles, lengths, equal lengths and 
parallel lines

Assessment
All students will sit five formal assessments 
throughout the year. They will consist of a mixture 
of calculator and non-calculator papers. Revision 
guides are given to students prior to each 
examination.

Homework
Homework will be given once per week. In Year 8 
this will consist of a mixture of homework sheets 
and online tasks. Homework is designed to 
develop problem solving skills.

Support
• www.mymaths.com
• www.hegartymaths.com
• www.mathswatchvle.com
• http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects

Extra-Curricular
The aim of the extra-curricular activities in 
mathematics is to ensure students maximise their 
achievement and/or their enjoyment of the subject. 

In Year 8 we offer a catch up programme and 
an enrichment programme aimed at those 
students who are ready to take their mathematical 
knowledge to the next level.  We offer an array of 
lunchtime and afterschool classes throughout the 
calendar year. In addition we participate in multiple 
national mathematics challenges.

Mathematics

 The school 
experience will be 

exciting, demanding 
and enjoyable. 
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The purpose of the Y8 French curriculum is to continue to build on the foundations laid in Y7 and to build up the 
students’ conversational skills as well as their understanding of a range of spoken and written texts. By the end 
of Y8 students should be able to sustain a short conversation and write short paragraphs in the Target Language. 

Topics
In Y8 French, students study the following 6 
topics:

• Famille et domicille: Revision of family 
vocabulary from Y7 and introduction to more 
complex descriptions and adjectives.
• Temps Libre: Describing what you like to do 
in your free-time
• Les Sorties: Arranging social activities and 
the cinema
• Manger et Boire: Talking about food and 
drink
• Voyages and Vacances: Discussing holidays
• Les Copains: Describing friends and 
relationships

Assessment
Students will be assessed every half term in the 
following skill areas:

• Speaking
• Listening
• Reading
• Writing

Homework
Homework will be set once per fortnight as per 
the departmental policy. Students will be given 
a learning task (vocabulary test) as well as a 
more creative task to do which will allow them 
to apply the language in a different situation.

Support
The following websites will be very useful to 
help your child with their MFL work:

• www.linguascope.com
• www.atantot.co.uk
• www.languagesonline.org.uk

Extra-Curricular
We encourage our students to use their MFL 
skills outside of the classroom and we currently 
run a lunchtime club for academically more 
able and talented students as well as a Foreign 
Cinema club, both are very popular.

We also run a very successful residential trip to 
Chateau Beaumont in the summer term of Year 
8. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to 
try out their French skills in a real situation.

MFL (French)

 We can develop, in 
partnership with our 
primary schools, a
comprehensive 3-19 
Catholic education strategy 
for all our children in 
Middlesbrough. 
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Music is constantly evolving, inspiring creativity and expression in a way that no other subject can. At Trinity 
Catholic College the curriculum is designed to appeal to, and cater for, a wide range of interests, instruments, 
personalities and directions. Learners have the opportunity to explore instruments and music from a range of 
historical periods, genres, styles and traditions.

Topics
Term 1 - TV Themes 
Students will develop their knowledge and 
understanding of TV themes as a musical genre.

This unit also develops students’ ability to 
analyse, create and perform their own TV theme 
compositions. They listen to examples of TV 
themes and compare the use of instruments, 
musical elements and compositional devices 
used.

Students will perform as part of small 
ensembles and compose their own TV theme 
using features they have learned from the unit.

Term 2 - African Drumming
Students will explore the main rhythmic musical 
features and devices used in African music, 
particularly the drumming tradition of West 
Africa.

Students learn to perform different drum strokes 
on djembe before composing, performing and 
improvising simple rhythms, turning these into 
cyclic rhythms.

These are then combined to form a 
polyrhythmic texture, characteristic of much 
African music.  Students explore the effect 
of syncopation on rhythms learning about its 
offbeat feel and its emphasis on weaker beats 
before exploring how call and response is used 
in African music, improvising, composing and 
performing their own call and response rhythms.

Term 3 - Reggae
This unit explores reggae music and the 
culture it comes from. Students learn about the 
importance of bass lines in reggae music and 
how offbeat chords are a key feature of music of 
this genre.

Students explore the strong and weak beats 
of the bar, syncopation and the effect that this 
has on reggae music, before looking at how 
“fragmented” melodic parts can be used as 
bassline riffs and melodic hooks.

Students explore the different textural layers 
which make up reggae music. 

Assessment
To assess the student’s’ progress, we use audio 
and video recordings of student work. Students 
are given feedback throughout a project, they 
are assessed twice during a project and then 
formally assessed at the end of each project.

Homework
To help develop musical understanding, 
students are set homework tasks using Google 
Classroom. A contextual homework is set for 
each project. Students may also additionally be 
set homework tasks to complete and improve 
work for their current class project.

All of the work can be accessed by the students 
using Google Classroom from the College 
website.

Support
There is a range of additional resources 
available to support Music

• Additional Instrumental and Vocal lessons 
delivered in school through TVMS
• www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects
• Various resources shared with Music students 
through Google Drive

Extra-Curricular
There is a choir, orchestra and various bands 
to help develop performance skills. There are 
many opportunities to perform for example 
whole school Mass, Town Hall Christmas Gala 
Concert, Christmas Liturgy, Easter Concert, 
Summer Show/Musical.

Music

 Trinity students 
progress to a wide range 

of universities, colleges 
and employers. 



An inclusive, learning community living out Gospel values30 31YR8 CURRICULUM GUIDE

A high-quality physical education curriculum inspires all students to succeed and excel in competitive sport 
and other physically-demanding activities. It should provide opportunities for students to become physically 
confident in a way which supports their health and fitness. Opportunities to compete in sport and other activities 
build character and help to embed values such as fairness and respect.

Topics/Activities
• Football
• Rugby
• Netball
• Hockey
• Basketball
• Health Related Fitness
• Gymnastics
• Orienteering
• Indoor Athletics Table Tennis
• Dance
• Athletics
• Softball
• Rounders
• Cricket
• Tennis 

Assessment
Students are assessed according to the level 
descriptors for each activity. These focus 
on different aspects of the topics such as 
physical performance, teamwork; individual 
performance; analysis; sportsmanship.

Support
• www.thefa.com
• www.rfu.com
• www.englandbasketball.co.uk
• www.englandnetball.co.uk
• www.bbc.co.uk/sportacademy 

Extra-Curricular
The PE Department offer a large range of extra 
curricular clubs throughout the school year. 
These mainly relate to which activities are taking 
place in PE lessons at the time.

The school also have a number of competitive 
teams that play in local, regional and national 
competitions. 

Physical Education

 We  take every 
opportunity to 
maximise each and 
every students’ 
potential. 
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In Key Stage 3 we follow the diocesan approved directorate for Religious Education. In Year 8, students will 
develop knowledge of key Christian teachings and the beliefs that arise from them.

Throughout Year 8, students will be studying the following scheme of learning:

Topics
Half Term 1 - Unit 1 – Does the Past Shape 
the Present?
• Students will learn about the covenants God 
made with his people.

Half Term 2 - Unit 2 - Are there limits to 
forgiveness? 
• Students will study the key Christian teachings 
on forgiveness and the impact it can have. 

Half Term 3 - Do we need rules? 
• Students will study the 10 commandments 
and how they influence us today.

Half term 4 - Can one person change the 
world? 
• Students will examine different ways Jesus 
saved people through his teachings and 
miracles. 

• Students will also spend time reflecting and 
preparing for Easter. 

Half term 5 - World Religions - Hinduism
• Students will gain an insight into the basic 
Hindu beliefs and practices

Half Term 6 - Justice - How do we know 
what is fair?
• Students will study key christian figures and 
how they show christian values today.

Assessment
To assess the students’ progress, they will 
receive written feedback a minimum of every 2 
weeks. They will be formally assessed at the end 
of each unit where they will be given a green 
pen challenge to help make further progress. 

Homework
To help develop independent learning, each 
student will be expected to complete a project 
for each half-term topic. They will be given 
an appropriate amount of time to complete 
research and present each project to a high 
standard. 

• Half term 1 - Covenant project
• Half term 2 - Forgiveness project
• Half term 3 - My Commandments project
• Half term 4 - Easter Project
• Half term 5 - World Religions project
• Half Term 6 - Martin Luther King project

RE

 Visitors to the school will 
find it welcoming, friendly 
and purposeful, where 
there is clear concern for the 
individual, a commitment to 
high standards and a place 
where complacency and 
cynicism are not tolerated. 
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Science in Year 8 builds upon the topics studied throughout Year 7. The course is based upon Activate from 
Oxford University Press and has been designed to help develop key knowledge and skills required for the 
new Science GCSE qualifications. Each term, students will continue to study a variety of topics from Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics.

Topics
Term 1:
• Health and Lifestyle
• The Periodic Table
• Separation Techniques
• Electricity and Magnetism

Term 2:
• Ecosystem Processes
• Metals and Acids
• Energy

Term 3:
• Adaptation and Inheritance
• The Earth
• Motion and Pressure

Assessment
At the end of each topic, students will sit 
summative assessments that test knowledge 
and skills from that topic.

During a specific topic, there will be 
opportunities for students to demonstrate 
their learning in more open ended ways and 
formative feedback will be given, highlighting 
areas for further development.

Students will sit an assessment in the Summer 
term based upon knowledge and skills gained 
throughout the year. This will help to inform and 
determine the set each learner will be allocated 
to in Year 9. Moreover, in Year 9, students will 
start studying the new GCSE Science courses.

Homework
Homework will be given throughout each topic 
and will consist of longer tasks that aim to help 
students link and apply knowledge from the 
topic. This type of homework will be given every 
two weeks.

Students will also receive smaller pieces of 
homework which may involve learning key 
scientific words or definitions or to research 
something for the next lesson. 

Science

 Our school is 
where young 
people enjoy 
learning and 

teachers enjoy 
teaching. 
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