
ST GREGORY’S RC JMI – KS1 – HOW WE TEACH HISTORY  

Aims 
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 
● know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been 

influenced by the wider world 
● know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; 

achievements and follies of mankind 
● gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 
● understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid 

questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 
● understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 
● gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, 

political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

Attainment targets 
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 

Key stage 1 
Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological framework and identify 
similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other 
sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented. 
In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people, events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical periods that they will study more fully at 
key stages 2 and 3. 

IN YEAR 1, OUR HISTORY ‘BIG PICTURE’ IS:  
● changes within living memory; where appropriate, these will be used to reveal aspects of change in national life: THROUGH OUR TOPIC FOCUS ON personal and familial 

history. How their lives have changed within their own memory.  

● event/s beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally: SPECIFICALLY Remembrance Day and the importance of remembering these people.  

● the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements, including using some to compare aspects of life in different 
periods: SPECIFICALLY: Grace Darling and her important achievements (Linked to homes and houses).  

● significant historical events, people and places in our own locality: SPECIFICALLY: William Woodhave and the lifeboat in South Shields.   
IN Y1, OUR ENQUIRY LED LESSONS 

WILL FOCUS UPON: 
Y1 MAIN ACTIVITIES Y1 LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Y1 POSSIBLE CROSS CURRICULAR 
OPPORTUNITIES 

How have our own lives changed 
since we were born?  

Identify skills, hobbies and friendships 
that they have developed in their own 
living memories. Why have these 
things happened?   

To understand how their own history 
has impacted on their lives now.  

Art – sketching pictures to match 
timelines to show changes in their own 
lives.  

How are our lives different to those of 
family members including parents 
and grandparents? 

Investigate the differences in life now 
compared to family members. What 
has changed? Stories, games, the way 
we communicate etc.  

To recognise the changes in our living 
memory.  
To understand the way our lives and 
the lives of our families have changed 

Literacy - Compare ‘old’ story settings 
and wording with those of today – do 
the children understand the language? 
 



in living memory.   

How did families celebrate special 
events in the past?  

Compare how families celebrated 
Halloween, Bonfire night and 
Christmas in the past. Link to family 
experiences. 

To recognise the way family 
experiences have changed and why 
this is the case.  

RE – linked to our families’ topic.  

What is Remembrance Day and why is 
it importance that we celebrate it 
each year?  

Understanding what Remembrance 
Day is and who it is we are 
remembering. What was World War 1 
and how has it impacted on our lives 
now.  

To recognise the importance of World 
War 1 and why we are still 
remembering them today.  

ICT – creating poppy pictures for our 
history display.  
Literacy – Writing a letter to a soldier 
thanking them for their bravery.  

Who are the important people in our 
local area and what have they done 
to change our lives?  

Look at South Shields beach and 
fairground in the past.  
Discuss and look at pictures of ‘The 
Tyne Lifeboat’ the world's second 
oldest lifeboat in existence and one of 
the North East's most important 
examples of maritime heritage.  
Talk about William Woodhave. 
 

To recognise the important people 
from our local area and how they have 
impacted on our lives now.   

DT – design their own lifeboat linked 
to William Woodhave work.  
Science – materials work linked to 
lifeboat designs.   

How have our homes changed over 
time?  

Compare streets now and then. Inside 
our homes: now and then – sort 
homes and create a timeline of houses 
from the past.  
Compare new and old local houses – 
look at photographs and the internet 
of houses in South Shields. 

To recognise how our homes have 
changed in our local area and why this 
change may have happened.  

Geography – map work linked to 
homes in our local area.  
ICT – use google maps to look at 
different houses from our local area 
and how some of these houses differ 
from others.  

School trip to Beamish to investigate 
homes from the past, including 
furniture, household items and toys. 

Do people live in any unusual houses 
and why might this be?   

Investigate the unusual houses people 
live in and why this might be. Linked to 
jobs from the past e.g. Lighthouses.  

To recognise why some people live in 
unusual houses.  
Do people still live in these sorts of 
houses today?  
How are these houses linked to jobs 
from the past?  

Literacy – linked to The Lighthouse 
Keepers Lunch story and why people 
live in these houses.  
Art – Paint/draw their own 
lighthouses.  
DT – create a lighthouse collage for 



display. 
Maths – measure their lighthouses 
using standard and non-standard 
measurements.  

Significant individuals who have 
contributed to our history.  

Discuss Grace Darling as linked to our 
Lighthouses work and her successes 
within history.   

Discuss the impact that Grace Darling 
had on lives at the time and how this 
has impacted on us now.  

Literacy – fact file about Grace Darling 
and why she is so special.  

IN YEAR 2, OUR HISTORY ‘BIG PICTURE’ IS:  
● changes within living memory; where appropriate, these will be used to reveal aspects of change in national life: THROUGH OUR TOPIC FOCUS OF _Families and celebrations 

● event/s beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally: SPECIFICALLY Bonfire Night, Halloween, World War I and II.  
● the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements, including using some to compare aspects of life in different 

periods: SPECIFICALLY Guy Fawkes and Winston Churchill.  
● significant historical events, people and places in our own locality: SPECIFICALLY Local War Memorial and our own family background or those we know such as teacher / 

Head Teacher, Priest etc   

IN Y2, OUR ENQUIRY LED LESSONS 
WILL FOCUS UPON: 

IN Y2, OUR ENQUIRY LED LESSONS 
WILL FOCUS UPON: 

IN Y2, OUR ENQUIRY LED LESSONS 
WILL FOCUS UPON: 

IN Y2, OUR ENQUIRY LED LESSONS 
WILL FOCUS UPON: 

What is the past?  Compare a set of photographs of the 
same person (Teacher / family) at 
different ages. Add to a timeline using 
the words past and present. 
 
Identify and describe changes using 
historical vocabulary. 
 
Relate their finding to themselves and 
their family looking at how they have 
developed in their own living 
memories. Why have these things 
happened?   
 
Begin to create a class timeline adding 
important dates and photographs. 
Begin to develop a history vocabulary 
wall.  

To understand changes within and 
beyond living memory.  
 
To develop an awareness of the past, 
using common words and phrases 
relating to the passing of time.  
 
To know where the people and events 
they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities 
and differences between ways of life 
in different periods.  
 
To use a wide vocabulary of everyday 
historical terms. They should ask and 
answer questions, choosing and using 
parts of stories and other sources to 
show that they know and understand 
key features of events.  

Art – sketching portraits linked to the 
Victorian Period. 
 
Literacy – speaking and listening skills 
Maths – adding dates to a timeline  



 
To understand some of the ways in 
which we find out about the past and 
identify different ways in which it is 
represented. (photographs) 

How are our lives different to those of 
family members including parents 
and grandparents? 

Investigate the differences in life now 
compared to family members.  
What has changed? Stories, games, 
the way we communicate etc. 
Possibly watch Magic Grandpa 
Extend from Year One learning by: 
Investigate by Interviewing a teacher 
or Head Teacher with different ages 
gaps. 
Create a questionnaire to ask parents 
or grandparents at home. 

As above. 
  
To recognise the changes in our living 
memory.  
 
To understand the way our lives and 
the lives of our families have changed 
in living memory.   

Literacy 
Devising a set of questions. 
Speaking and listening skills. 
Reading history books 

How did families celebrate special 
events in the past?  

Describe and investigate how and why 
families celebrated Halloween and 
Bonfire night. Link to family 
experiences. 
 
Investigate who was Guy Fawkes and 
what was the Gunpowder Plot? 
Compare historical documents. 
Investigate art work. 
Link events and people. 

To recognise the way family 
experiences have changed and why 
this is the case.  
To know where the people and events 
they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities 
and differences between ways of life 
in different periods. 
To learn about the life of a significant 
individual and significant historical 
events.  

RE – linked to our families’ topic.  
Literacy – reading and discussion on 
Guy Fawkes. 
Possible art work on both events. 

What are we remembering on  
Remembrance Day? 

ia To explain that poppies are worn as a 
symbol of Remembrance Day: 
 
To make connections with other 
events they commemorate each year. 
 
To learn about the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 

Art – colouring, drawing or making a 
poppy.  
Literacy – Reading and writing about 
Remembrance Day.   



international achievements. 
 
To learn that commemorations are 
linked with specific events in the past. 

 
Who was Winston Churchill and why 
was he important?  
 
 

Investigate Winston Churchill. 
Read historical documents. 
Look at his portraits and photographs. 
Discuss some of his famous quotes. 
Watch video footage. 
 
 

To learn about the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements. 
 
 

Art – Draw a portrait of Winston 
Churchill 
 
Literacy reading quotes etc   

What is the historical significance of 
our local war memorial? 
 

Investigate why we have memorials. 
What do memorials have one and 
where is our nearest one? 
Walk down to our local war memorial. 
Make a class poppy with prayers to 
leave. 
 

To know the location of the local war 
memorial: and that it lists the name 
soldiers killed in World War I and 
World War ll. 
 
To learn about the lives of significant 
individuals in the past who have 
contributed to national and 
international achievements. 
 
 

DT – making a class poppy 
RE – writing prayers 

 


