
ST GREGORY’S RC JMI – EYFS – HOW WE TEACH HISTORY  

Aims 
The national curriculum for history aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and how Britain has influenced and been 
influenced by the wider world 

 know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past non-European societies; 
achievements and follies of mankind 

 gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’ 

 understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts, analyse trends, frame historically-valid 
questions and create their own structured accounts, including written narratives and analyses 

 understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of the past have been constructed 

 gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts, understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history; between cultural, economic, military, 
political, religious and social history; and between short- and long-term timescales. 

Attainment targets 
By the end of each key stage, pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the matters, skills and processes specified in the relevant programme of study. 

Early Learning Goal 

Children talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family members. They know that other children don’t always enjoy the same 
things, and are sensitive to this. They know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 
 

IN RECEPTION, OUR HISTORY ‘BIG PICTURE’ IS:  
 changes within living memory; where appropriate, these will be used to reveal aspects of change in national life: THROUGH OUR TOPIC FOCUS Castles 

 event/s beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally:  

 significant historical events, people and places in our own locality 
IN RECEPTION, OUR ENQUIRY LED 

LESSONS WILL FOCUS UPON: 
RECEPTION MAIN ACTIVITIES RECEPTION LEARNING OUTCOMES 

RECEPTION POSSIBLE CROSS 
CURRICULAR OPPORTUNITIES 

What are Castles? 
Who lives in castles? 
What are their jobs? 
What are the parts of castles? 
What was it like to live in a castle? 
Vikings 
Who were the Vikings? 
Where did they come from? 
What did they wear? 
Why did they invade? 
Daily Life – farming craftsmenship 
Eating and Drinking 

Showing videos, 
Powerpoint,  
Direct teacher talk. 
Writing facts about castles, Vikings, 
knights 
Labelling castles 
Writing in inks 
Learning to ask questions 
 
 

Children talk about past and present 
events in their own lives and in the 
lives of family members 
 
Children are aware of life from the 
distant past 
 
Children can discuss similarities and 
differences in periods of time. 
 
Children can talk chronologically in 
terms of now and then. 

Opportunities for: 
Role Play, 
Craft activities, 
Colouring sheets, 
Writing sheets 
Writing stories 
Reading related stories 
Outside physical activities, building 
castles 
Construction activities, lego building 
Small world castles and knights 
Maths activities – shapes within 
castles 

 


