
Dear Parents and Carers, 

First of all, we must congratulate our Y5 children for the part they played in our first 

School Mass on Wednesday and in looking after our Reception children who did so well 

in what was their first appearance in the hall. Well done to all concerned and special 

thanks to Father Weymes who was very popular indeed, given that he had brought a bar 

of chocolate for every child. It was nice to see a turnout of parents, carers and 

parishioners - you are all very welcome. 

The term is progressing very nicely and I am delighted with the way the children have 

settled in their new classes. You will soon be able to hear this first hand from your 

child’s teacher at the Open Evenings which are just around the corner. The first Open 

Evening of the year is a great opportunity to meet with staff and build upon the good 

relations between home and school. Look out for your personal invitations and please 

try to keep to the date and time. (Week Beginning October 21st) 

We have had the NSPCC in school this week and they have completed some very 

interesting workshops to build further upon the whole school assembly some weeks 

earlier. It is so important that we are open and honest with the children in helping 

them to keep themselves safe and to raise awareness of behaviours that are unpleasant 

and possibly dangerous. The children do feel safe and secure at school - we know this 

because they tell us that this is the case. Staff at all levels are vigilant and observant, 

taking care to respond and reassure if any child has any worries or concerns. Parents 

and carers take the same approach and by working together we can make such a 

difference – there are such a lot of things for families and communities to think about 

at the moment and the children do pick up on what is going on around them. 

It is at this time of the year that we look to share the gifts of the harvest with our 

less fortunate neighbours both here in our own locality and further afield. Y5 will be 

working hard across the coming week to prepare a CAFOD Assembly for Harvest: 

(Wednesday October 23rd at 11.30am). Invitations to Y5 Parents / Carers will be sent in 

due course but everyone will be invited to join us for the annual sponsored walk and fun 

afternoon on Friday October 25th, from 1.50 pm. 

 We are combining this with a Wear Red Day – as part of our support for the Show 

Racism the Red Card awareness campaign. This has been very much in the news at the 

moment with England’s upcoming European Championship matches at the weekend the 

subject of a great deal of discussion. Racism and other forms of abuse is something 

that we all abhor but the fact remains that incidences of abuse are increasing rather 

than diminishing and all decent people have to take a stand against it. 

We are asking for a donation of £1 per child or £2 maximum per family, so we can raise 

some funds for CAFOD and make a donation also to SRTRC. In addition, of course, we 

will be asking for donations of tins or packets of food or toiletries for The Key 

Homeless Centre in South Shields. They are always so pleased to receive our collection 

and as things have been even tighter for the volunteers this year, anything you can 

spare will be doubly welcomed. Please bring anything along from Monday and we will 



store it until after the Harvest event. Thank you in anticipation of your usual 

generosity. 

Looking a little further ahead, we have our Book Fair scheduled for week beginning the 

18th of November – more details nearer the date, but something to look forward to. A 

word of congratulation too for our footballers, who have made such a good start to the 

league fixtures this term, with four wins under their belts already. I am really pleased 

for this group of players as they have had an uphill struggle in the past two years, 

almost always playing against Y6 children when in Y4 and Y5. They are a skilful bunch 

and deserve their success. Keep up the good work. I had to turn down an approach for 

Mr Faircloth from an unnamed club this morning as they were enquiring about a new 

manager! 

On a different note the school governors will be meeting next week to begin their 

recruitment plans for a new Head Teacher to take up the role in 2020. Parents and 

Carers will be kept up to date with the recruitment process and the expected 

transition phase across the Spring Term, as the situation unfolds. It has not been an 

easy decision for me to take, as serving our school for so long has been such a great 

honour, but this is not the time just yet to be looking back and reflecting, more a case 

of “business as usual” as we have a very busy schedule this term and next. 

I look forward to seeing you at the Open Evenings across the week and the CAFOD 

walk on Friday October the 25th, the day we break up for Half Term. 

Best wishes. 

  

Yours Sincerely, 

  

K J Smithson 

Head Teacher. 

 


