
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are now well into the new term and I am delighted to say that it has been a very 

smooth transition to date, especially so for our new Reception children who have 

settled so well into the “big school”. In addition, we have been very pleased to welcome 

some new children to our school and they too, are settling in very well. Behaviour 

throughout the school, including movement around the school and pupils’ attitude and 

enthusiasm for learning are currently, really good – so we must keep to these high 

standards. If we do, then we can be assured of another successful year. 

A big thankyou to all of our Y6 children who threw their hats into the ring to be 

Pastoral Care Captain’s and Vice Captains at the elections last Friday. Everyone who 

applied worked hard on their speeches and really wanted to be successful in their 

application but there are only seven Captain and seven Vice Captain positions, so there 

was bound to be both elation alongside disappointment. However, I know that this 

lesson in democracy can be a little hard to take and I made a big point of emphasising 

at Monday’s Assembly, that all of the Y6 pupils are very good role models and support 

our younger pupils on a daily basis. This is very true and I thank them for it. 

We tend to rotate the Vice Captain’s role mid-year, so there is always another 

opportunity for those children who show themselves to be good role models. Captain’s 

and Vice Captains are really looking forward to supporting our youngest children across 

the lunch period and already you can see some lovely friendships developing. 

We are asking the Pastoral Care leaders to show a good example in modelling how to eat 

healthily and supporting the youngsters to try new foods - vegetables especially and 

the salad bar. A healthy diet is so important and equally so, a hot meal as the winter 

months’ approach. We do have a number of children, as is ever the case, who seem to be 

allergic to vegetables!  A growing number opt for sandwiches – absolutely fine now and 

again but a hot meal has more value. 

Encouragement to try new foods from Mam’s and Dad’s, PC partners and our lunchtime / 

kitchen staff, is really helpful in supporting the children to develop good habits, good 

manners and eating healthily. We still promote the “Five a Day” fruit and vegetables 

target as a recipe for healthy growth and fitness. We want our children to be able to 

enjoy life and learning to the full, so a good or improving diet will certainly help. 

Looking ahead, on November 20th, from 1pm, the school nurse and a team of colleagues 

will be visiting school as part of the Local Health Authority’s Flu Immunisation 

Programme. No needles involved! It is a simple nasal spray and the vast majority of our 

children will be fully aware of what to expect. Nothing to worry about. 

Nearer the date the school nurse will issue consent slips that will need to be authorised 

and returned if you want your child to be immunised. 

Father Weymes has visited school recently and has confirmed the following dates and 

times for School Masses across the Autumn Term – everyone is welcome to attend. 



         Tuesday October 8th, to celebrate the Feast of the Holy Rosary: 2.30 in the 

hall 

         Wednesday November 6th: Remembrance and All Souls 

         Thursday December 12th : Our Final Mass of the Term 

It is at this time of the year that we update our contacts list for all parents / carers 

and emergency contacts also. Can you please let Mrs Rochford know by the end of this 

week if you have changed your mobile number or want to add to the contact details we 

hold for your child. We will be updating the list on Friday and it will be a big help if we 

are all up to date. Many thanks in anticipation. 

Best Wishes. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

  

K J Smithson 

Head Teacher. 

 


