
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

The staff and I are delighted to welcome the children back to school today and an especially warm 

welcome to our new Reception children who are with us part time this week but full time from next 

Monday September 9th. A shorter induction period this year as we have listened to feedback from 

parents and carers who have to juggle child care arrangements after already just about managing 

across the six week break. I do hope that we have all enjoyed some time with our families across a 

summer that had just about everything weather wise and that we are all looking forward to the new 

term. It is fitting that we return on St Gregory’s feast day and there will be a longer play time today 

in honour of our patron saint. 

 

The children all seem to have grown a good two inches and it is good to feel all of that energy and 

promise surging through the school as they reconnect with friends and meet their new teachers. We 

know we are truly back in business today and we have a lot to look forward to. I have mentioned our 

new starters but it’s worth reemphasising what a special day this is for them and their parents / 

carers – a truly memorable one and a day we all remember. There were no tears this morning, from 

the children anyway, so that’s a good sign. We all look forward to helping them on their learning 

journey and our new Y6 pupils will be especially pleased to be allocated someone to “look after” as 

their Pastoral Care partner from early next week.  

 

We will all be working hard to enable all of our children and staff to make a successful start together 

as we embark on the 2019/20 academic year, ready to face all of the challenges it may bring and all 

of the fun and enjoyment as well.  Thank you for sending them back looking so smartly turned out in 

their uniforms (I hope you have the names marked on! As we want them to hang on to every item 

for longer than the first week!). 

 

80 years ago today pupils of all ages gathered together not at the school gates but at railway and bus 

stations across the North East and countrywide, ready to be evacuated to places of safety far away 

from the towns and cities earmarked for bombing raids as the Second World War commenced. I’m 

sure we will have some grand and great grandparents who can recall this very well and it’s 

something we will talk about with the children this week, thankful that we do not have to face such 

challenges and that all of the children will be safe and sound at home tonight. 

 

We must look back to end of the summer term in order that I can thank everyone on behalf of the 

staff team for the many gifts, cards and messages of thanks they received. There were so many 

lovely messages and memories too and you can be assured that these mean a great deal. People 

across this community are so kind and thoughtful and this support and encouragement is very 

important and I think especially needed in these very trying times just now, with so much division 

and uncertainty. Be assured that all our efforts will be directed at nurturing and supporting our 

children to do their very best, achieve well, fulfil their wonderful potential and above all be safe, 

secure and happy at St Gregory’s. 

 



A brief word to our past pupils as they move on to their new schools – we wish them well on this 

next step of their learning journey and hope that they too will be celebrating in a similar way to last 

year’s GCSE and A level pupils who left St Gregory’s some time ago. We have heard some fantastic 

success stories of ex pupils’ achievements and not only in exam terms, with news of successful 

apprenticeships and others embarking on degree courses at top universities. And to make us all feel 

really old when we see and hear the names, young people we can still remember from Reception, 

securing excellent degrees at leading institutions and heading off to the world of work – very well 

done, we are very proud of you all. It is satisfying to think that we have had a hand in developing 

these very capable, well-educated and able characters who will go on to make their marks in all sorts 

of professions, as well as being the kind and thoughtful people that we remember so well – we know 

that you will make a difference! 

 

Thanks to all who managed to complete one of the Reception or Y6 questionnaires, again we had 

lots of lovely comments but also some sensible suggestions that we will look to take note of as the 

year unfolds. We hope to see communication improve via the website and will look to investigate 

other methods in this technological world alongside the trusted newsletter. 

 

From a pupil well-being point of view this is usually the time when I ask that all medication held in 

school, including inhalers etc. is checked and updated as appropriate. Parents / carers are requested 

to check the “safe to use” date and bring new ones if necessary. Mrs Rochford will be available to 

meet with parents / carers to check and store replacement medication if appropriate. Some parents 

/ carers have already made a good start with this. 

 

A reminder that every KS1 child receives a free school dinner and we are hoping that everyone will 

take advantage of this, especially as lunchtimes together are such an important social occasion and a 

great opportunity for enjoying the company of their Pastoral Care partners. For Key Stage Two 

children the cost of a school meal has risen to £2.20 per day or £11.00 per week payable each 

Monday morning or per term if this is what parents / carers prefer. Cheques made payable to 

“Borough of South Tyneside”. You will be aware that we are investigating a new method that may 

well suit parents / carers better – more on this later in the term. 

 

  

 

Parents / Carers who wish their child to take a packed lunch need to write requesting this each 

September – there can be a waiting list. 

 

School milk is chargeable for the majority of pupils at £9.10 per term or £27.30 per year. There 

remains a difficulty for both the school and some of our families as the “entitlement” to Free School 

Milk still needs a form to be completed and these are available to collect from and return to the 

school office. Payment for the year is appreciated but whatever suits parents / carers best. 

 



  

 

With regard to PE and Sports it is essential that all of the children have their kit with them for both 

PE / Swimming in curriculum time and for after school club participation. Swimming will commence 

next week at Haven Point Pool across the Autumn Term – Y3 are first on the rota. Details from class 

teachers regarding PE sessions and curriculum coverage etc. are imminent and some of our After 

School Clubs should commence from next week with others starting the week after. Also, Post 

School Care with “Bright Sparkz” is up and running already, providing an excellent service, as I’m 

sure many are aware. 

 

Key dates Autumn Term: 

 

Tuesday September 3rd: Children return: St Gregory’s Feast Day 

 

September 11th: PM: Friendships and Relationships Training: Y6 

 

September 25th: Maths through Archery – Curriculum Innovation Day (All Classes will have a 

session) 

 

October 21st – 24th: Open Evenings (Individual appointments nearer the date. Please note that 

there will be No After Schools Clubs on these dates) 

 

Monday October 28th – Friday November 1st – Half Term Holiday 

 

Monday November 4th – Return to School 

 

Monday November 18th (Mon – Thursday): Y5 Bike –Ability Week 

 

Friday November 29th: Creativity Day 

 

Christmas Activities: 

 

Monday December 16th: Nativity Dress Rehearsal 

 



Tuesday December 17th: Nativity Performance (Time TBC) 

 

Wednesday December 18th (PM): Infant Parties (R, Y1 and Y2) 

 

Thursday December 19th (PM): Lower KS2 Party (Y3/ Y4) 

 

Friday December 20th (PM): Upper KS2 Party (Y5/Y6) 

 

Break up for Christmas Holidays at 3.30pm on Friday December 20th. 

 

Return for the First Day of the Spring Term on Monday January 6th 2020. 

 

Looking further ahead: The remaining Staff CPD days are on: Friday February 14th (Biannual 

Diocesan Training Day for all South Tyneside RC Primary Schools) and Monday June 1st 2020 (An 

additional day after May Half Term). 

 

School Masses and Class Assembly information will be sent out across the term. 

 

I think that is all for now other than to say that I and all of the staff here at St Gregory’s look forward 

to meeting you all as the term progresses as we work together in the children’s best interests. 

 

Best wishes. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

K J Smithson. 

 

Head Teacher. 

 


