
 

 

Science:  

Rocks – Compare and group together different kinds of rocks on the basis of 

their appearance and simple physical properties. Describe how fossils are 

formed when things that have lived are trapped within rock. Recognise that 

soils are made from rocks and organic matter. 

Animals including humans – identify that animals, including humans, need 

the right types and amount of nutrition, and that they cannot make their own 

food; they get nutrition from what they eat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography: Volcanoes and Earthquakes topic 

Learn about the structure of the Earth and how the liquid magma 

is responsible for tectonic shift. Look at the layout of the tectonic 

plates. Use a visual jigsaw to see how they once fit together. 

Research about the places we get volcanoes and earthquakes 

(boundaries between the plates.  

Describe where these volcanoes are in relation to the northern and 

southern hemispheres, and the equator.  

Find out what is likely to occur at destructive, constructive and 

transform boundaries. Research the most famous volcanoes and 

earthquakes in the world. 

What happens when a volcano erupts and the reasons for volcanic 

activity? Begin to understand the impact a volcano has on its 

surrounding area. 

Links to Literacy – Escape from Pompeii story. 

Identify the difference between composite, shield and dome 

volcanoes, and describe how they were formed.  

Research the difference between an extinct, active and dormant 

volcano. Find out about life in volcanic areas exploring briefly 

Hawaii and the Galapagos Islands. Focus on the coastal city of 

Catania in Sicily in Italy and what happened in L’Aquila in Italy on 

6th April 2009. Identify what damage the earthquake caused and 

how people responded to the earthquake.   

Compare land use and contrast with South Shields. Study the local 
coast and the river and discuss physical and human features.  
What are the benefits of living in volcanic areas? Fertile soil and 
mining opportunities included. Explore different species of flora and 
fauna in these areas. Where is Mount Etna and Vesuvias? 
Think about what life would be like in a volcanic area and compare 

this to own lifestyles. Find out more about where earthquakes 

happen. Research why earthquakes happen. Compare worst 

earthquakes in the world. How have people been affected by 

these?  

How do people keep safe in an earthquake? Explore video accounts 

and online accounts of people’s stories.  

Compare the strength of earthquakes. Explore the Richter scale, 

how does this work? 

 

 

 

Numeracy:  
Number – Place Value (week 1-3) Identify and estimate numbers using different 

representations. Find 10 or 100 more or less than a given number. Recognise the place 

value of each digit in a three digit number (hundreds, tens and ones). Compare and order 

numbers up to 1000. Read and write numbers up to 1000 in numerals and words. Solve 

number problems and practical problems involving these ideas. Count from 0 in multiples 

of 4, 8, 50 and 100. 

 

Number – Addition and Subtraction (week 4-8) Add and subtract numbers mentally, 

including: a three-digit number and ones; a three-digit number and tens; a three digit 

number and hundreds. Add and subtract numbers with up to three digits, using formal 

written methods of columnar addition and subtraction. Estimate the answer to a 

calculation and use inverse operations to check answers. Solve problems, including 

missing number problems, using number facts, place value, and more complex addition 

and subtraction.  

 

Number – Multiplication and Division (week 9-12) Count from 0 in multiples of 4, 8, 50 
and 100. Recall and use multiplication and division facts for the 3, 4 and 8 multiplication 
tables. Write and calculate mathematical statements for multiplication and division using 
the multiplication tables they know, including for two-digit numbers times one-digit 
numbers, using mental and progressing to formal written methods. Solve problems, 
including missing number problems, involving multiplication and division, including 
positive integer scaling problems and correspondence problems in which n objects are 
connected to m objectives.  

 

 

 

 

Computing: 
Computer Science: 
Use Espresso coding program and planning to designs solutions (algorithms) 

that use repetition and 2 way selection, i.e. if, then and else. Create programs 

that implement algorithms to achieve given goals. Uses diagrams to express 

solutions. Understands the difference between the Internet and Internet 

service e.g. World Wide Web. Uses logical reasoning to predict outputs, 

showing an awareness of inputs. Use of I pads to research our topic of 

Volcanoes and Earthquakes.  

Cover Autumn E safety strands (see scheme of work) e.g. secure use of 

passwords, messaging to be polite, understanding copyright etc.  

 

Literacy:  
Narrative – Stories linked to volcanoes. 

Shared class text ‘Escape from Pompeii.’ This unit aims to give children the 
opportunity to read and listen to the Escape from Pompeii story a number of times. 
In the first week, children will engage with the text through extensive discussion and 
drama in order to increase their familiarity with the story and they will have the 
opportunity to articulate ideas about the text using an increasingly varied 
vocabulary. There is also a grammar focus on using powerful verbs and a chance to 
develop thesaurus skills. In the second week, pupils will plan their own story based 
on the structure of Escape from Pompeii and they will then have the opportunity to 
draft, edit and present their final narrative.  
Non fiction Report writing – Planet Earth and Nature, links to volcanoes. 
Through reading, researching and then writing an information text about a chosen 
animal, children will create their own nature documentary. It will support them as 
they gain a better understanding of the narrator's role when reading aloud and help 
them to reflect upon how their voice can be used effectively, to bring the text to 
life. Comprehension lessons will integrate and develop core reading skills at Word, 
Sentence and Text Level. Writing lessons will encourage collaborative learning and 
independent creative writing that embeds grammar in a meaningful way and helps 
learners understand what it means to be a real writer, one who writes for an 
authentic purpose and with a particular audience in mind. Performance lessons that 
develop reading fluency and a deeper understanding of their own work and that of 
others, as well as help improve personal social skills and confidence. 
Descriptive writing – The Storm  
Children will work towards writing a description of a storm that includes the literary 
device of personification. They will then produce an interactive multimedia e-book to 
share with parents and other classes. Skills from above unit will also be further 
developed to continue to encourage independent creative writing. 
Poetry writing – Links to Christmas 
Explore a range of Christmas poems with a focus on Haiku poems and Shape poems. 

Children to read a variety of these and use the skills learnt to write their own 

Christmas poetry. Build on developing their confidence at performing and using tone, 

pace and intonation. 

Letter writing – Letter to Father Christmas 

Explore letter writing skills. Pupils will receive some pretend letters from children 

and they will write replies as though they are Father Christmas. Letters will be 

performed as a video using different apps and tools. 

  

 

 
 
 
 

R.E:  
Homes, Promises and Visitors Units from the Come and See website and book as 

well as Sacrament of Reconciliation preparation. 

 

P.E: 
Swimming 

Games: Ball skills – passing and receiving (unit 1) 

Dance: Dances (units 1 and 2) 

Gymnastics: Stretching and Curling (unit L) 

 

 

 

 

 

Art: 
To respond to imagination through painting, To understand the qualities 
and effects of a range of painting media, To learn about the work of artists from different times 

and cultures, To develop an awareness of how paintings are created, To explore the work of 

artists in different times and cultures. We will be exploring the art of Van Gogh. We will be 

exploring images of volcanoes and creating our own drawings/paintings/sculptures of a volcano. 

Over the term we will be using water colours and wax crayons to create wax resist paintings. We 

will also use chalk pastels to create detail and we will create swirling prints using the technique 

of marbling. 

 

Design and Technology:  
Structures – Photograph frames. Follow scheme of work. 
Explore materials and components of different frames, develop 

experience of working with tools and techniques. Design, make and 

evaluate own photograph frame. 

 

Music:   

Charanga – let your Spirit fly/ preparation for year 3/4 show 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 3 AUTUMN TERM 2019 

MFL: Follow set units of work – Madame Dunlop 

 

 

 

 


