
EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE MEDIUM TERM PLAN   

Theme: Places    First half of term: Familiar local environments such as woodland and seaside. Second half of term: Contrast of Arctic and 

African environments 

              Starting points: ‘Alfie goes camping’ by Shirley Hughes The Snaggity Boggitt by Christopher Bramley ‘The Polar Bear’ by 

Hans de Beer.  Animal posters.  ‘Handa’s Surprise’ by Eileen Browne. 
 

Understanding The World 

*Explore camping holidays, discuss own 

experiences, use photos/artefacts/videos to 

allow all children to role play camping in the 

woods. 

*Learn about woodland animals and habitats 

inc. their homes, food and other requirements. 

Importance of taking care of the environment. 

Make posters. 

*Build homes for a woodland creatures using 

sticks/ twigs/ leaves. 

*Show chn pictures of different habitats 

(woodland/arctic/jungle). Can chn describe 

what they see? Focus on Africa 

weather/homes/clothing. 

Similarly with Inuit peoples. Look at how 

igloos (temporary shelters) are built. Play with 

ice in the tuff trays outside. 

*Look at lives of children, Anton from the 

Arctic and contrast with Esimba from the 

African Congo. 

*Locate contrasting equatorial Africa and 

Arctic on map and globe (same information but 

displayed in a different way). 

*Chn sort clothing for hot/cold places. 

*Ask children if they know of any animals that 

live in cold/hot places. Identify/name model 

animals and those on posters/’100 greatest 

wildlife pictures ever’.  

*How are animals adapted to their 

environments? Focus polar bear and cheetah. 

Communication, Language and Literacy 

*Chn enjoy a range of woodland/ camping/ 

arctic/African fiction texts including ‘ 

Alfie goes camping’, ‘The Snaggity 

Boggitt’, ‘Boris goes camping’ ‘Usborne 

camping book’  ‘The Polar Bear’, ‘Hot 

Hippo’,  ‘Why mosquitoes buzz in 

people’s ears’, ‘The Seal Mother’, ‘Baby 

elephant’, ‘Jungle Joe’, ‘The cross with us 

rhinoceros’, ‘The Wonderful Journey’, 

‘Cuddly Duddly’, ‘Baby Elephant’ ‘The 

Lion King’ 

*Share a range of non-fiction texts ‘The 

street beneath my feet’n ‘First book of 

nature’ ‘Usborne woodland creatures’ 

‘Why do we need bees?’ ‘Visiting the 

Inuit’, ‘We the world’(experiences of tribal 

children in Arctic and Africa), ‘I love baby 

animals’, ‘Chameleons are 

cool’(camouflage), range of posters, maps, 

newspaper extract ‘Seal out of water’. 

*Poems/rhyming texts including ‘See all 

the animals’, ‘Africa’, ‘Dancing Tiger’. 

*ICT links: research into animals/homes 

*Speaking and Listening: Telephone calls 

to book trips. 

*Booking forms for campsite/ make air 

tickets/ passports/ luggage tags etc. 

*Make a list of  things to pack for our 

camping/ Arctic/ African trips.  

*Chn list animals they can spot through the 

Mathematical development: Objectives to cover 
Numbers (Using numbers 1 – 10) 

Recognises numerals 1 to 10. 

Counts out up to 10 objects from a larger group. 

Count actions or objects which cannot be moved. 

Selects the correct numeral to represent 1 to 10 objects. 
Counts objects to 10. 

Counts an irregular arrangement of up to 10 objects. 

Uses the language of ‘more’ and ‘fewer’ to compare two sets of objects. 
Finds the total number of items in two groups by counting all of them. 

Says the number that is one more than a given number. 

Finds one more or one less from a group of up to 10 objects. 
In practical activities and discussion, begin to use the vocabulary involved in 

adding and subtracting. 

Estimates how many objects they can see and checks by counting them. 

 

Shape, space and measures 

Orders two or three items by length or height. 
Orders two items by weight or capacity. 

Beginning to use mathematical  names for 

‘solid’ 3D shapes and mathematical terms to describe shapes. 
Selects a particular named shape. 

Use familiar objects and common shapes to create and recreate 

patterns and build models. 
Uses everyday language related to time. 

Orders and sequences familiar events. 

Measures short periods of time in simple ways. 

 

Suggested activities: 

 

*Data handling. Favourite places to go on holiday and 

favourite places to visit in our locality. 

*Make a path to go through the woods in our camping 

role play area. Ordering number mats from 1-10 then 1-

20. 

*Ordering Anno’s Counting Year woodland pictures 

*Making own animal games 

*Use language such as more or less (fewer) to compare 

owls in the trees/ fish in the pond etc. 

*Count the acorns on the trees...  Which two trees have 

acorns totalling 7? If one acorn falls off, how many 

would we have now? 



*Chn pick out and name woodland/ African/ 

Arctic animals from a range of animals 

including farm animals. 

*Discuss zoos/ petting farms and their role in 

keeping animals from different places in the 

world for display/research/breeding. 

*Look at maps. Chn create their own maps of a 

woodland, zoo/safari or jungle landscape. 

*Plot the journey of Handa, sequencing the 

animals she meets along the way. 

*Read ‘Chameleons are cool’ and discuss 

camouflage. Chn discuss animal patterns and 

re-create for display.   

*ICT Look at film of animals in the wild in a 

variety of habitats (BBC National Geographic) 

Compare with our own pets. 

*ICT children research arctic/African animals. 

and patterns to recreate on paint program.  

*Use paint program to create own woodland 

pics/ jungle pics/ Arctic pics/animals and label. 

*ICT ‘Create a story’ with movement and 

sound. 

*Look at pictures in books/internet and chn to 

recreate the woodland/Arctic/African habitats 

for the animals for small world play. 

*Investigate materials to find best materials for 

use in the woodland/Arctic/African display. 

What items would depict each environment?  

*Look at pictures of endangered animals and 

discuss why they are at risk.  Focus on the seal 

(newspaper article).  

*Chn to decide the main differences between 

the habitats.  Which environment do they like 

best and why? 

*Learn about the lives of Esimba and Anton 

from Africa and the Polar regions. Compare. 

*Investigate the best material to keep Anton 

dry when he is fishing in the polar seas. 

binoculars from the role play safari truck. 

*Fact files about animals 

*write about places they have been to 

*Chn share their ideas for caring for 

endangered animals. 

*Chn  write  postcards.  

*Sequence story pics and tell the story 

‘Handa’s surprise’. Encourage use of story 

language. 

*Write captions for pictures 

*Chn make their own animal book based 

on Woodland or Africa or Arctic. 

. 

  

*U&A Solving. Make jungle trees 10 cubes long etc. 

*Number bonds. Separate a given number of  woodland 

animals into two sets. Record all possibilities. 

*Addition and subtraction problems involving animals. 

*Eskimo magnetic fish game (addition) 

*Number bonds to 10 using tree frog cards. 

*Weighing our luggage, vocab of heavier/ lighter. 

*2D shape pictures of places. 

*3D shape models of places and buildings. 

*Chn will create 3-d display. Describe shapes used. 

*U&A Representing. Writing numbers to 10 then 20 

and matching to sets. 

*U&A Enquiry. Sort animals, making choices and 

justifying decisions. Chn may sort by simple arctic or 

jungle criteria or 2/3 criteria. 

*Repeating patterns of animals. 

*Time. Sequencing story of ‘Alfie goes camping’. 

*Timeline of things we’d do on a trip to the woods. 

Would we have lunch or breakfast first. 

*Measures. Use cubed paper to compare length of 

forest animal names with children’s own name ie two 

more letters/one less/same. 
 



 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development 
*Discuss caring for woodland/Arctic/African 

animals. What do they need to survive? Discuss the 

World Wildlife Fund (WWF) Importance of 

looking after the environment. 

 

*Chn will appreciate that environmental change is 

sometimes for the better but sometimes for the 

worse. 

*Viewpoints of seal (toy seal). 

 

*Staying safe – read the Snaggity Boggitt and 

discuss who keeps us safe, how we keep safe whe 

playing out, rules for playing in the garden. Doing 

as we are told to stay safe. 

 

*Staying Safe – read the Snaggity Boggitt and 

discuss road safety, crossing with a grown up. 

 

RE topics: Judaism  Celebrating, Gathering, 

Growing    

*Who are the special people in children’s 

lives? 

*Jesus is the special person in the Church 

family. 

*The Church continues the mission of Christ. 

 

Physical Development 

*Chn to mime the movements of 

woodland/ Arctic/African animals i.e. 

snake, parrot, tiger. 

*Movement linked to ‘Walking through 

the jungle’ 

*Make parachute tents. 

*PE with Mr Morris, gymnastic 

movements and balance 

*PE games and parachute based on animal 

theme. 

*Chn to move to music including ‘The 

rainforest,’Okki-tokki-unga’. 

Dance to ‘Carnival of the animals’ 

*Children to discuss caring for ourselves in 

hot and cold places i.e. correct clothing, 

suncream, sunglasses. Types of healthy 

food i.e. tropical produce. 

*Discuss/ design/make a healthy picnic to 

take on a camping trip. 

*Chn to cut/stick pics to sort clothing into 

those suitable for hot/cold places, (keeping 

healthy). 

*Large and small construction sets to make 

igloos/tents/caravans for role play. 

*Manipulating small tools with playdough 

to make woodland/mythical/African/Arctic 

animals. 

*Fine motor work using 

pencils/crayons/pens etc, tracing/ drawing/ 

writing related to topic. 

*Develop cutting and joining skills in 

collage work and construction work related 

to topic. 

Expressive arts and design 

*Role play: First half of term-A woodland 

campsite. Extend outdoors with tents and real 

camping equipment. 

Second half of term-Airport to distant locations! 

(Arctic and African.) 

*Tree rubbings and leaf rubbing to make woodland 

display. 

*Make resources for large role play and small 

world play. 

*Painting woodlands pictures 

*Painting / collaging mythical creatures 

*Making clay Boggitts on trees 

*Making woodland recipes from found materials 

*Make animal masks (woodland, jungle, Arctic.) 

*Mime stories such as ‘Walking through the 

jungle’ and ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’. Sing 

song to accompany. 

*Chn to mimic the movements of African animals 

i.e. snake, parrot, tiger. 

*Chn to interpret music from Saint Saens 

‘Carnival of the animals’ and represent through 

movement and painting/drawing, modelling. 

*Learn and sing campfire songs. 

 Also other songs such as ‘The Penguin Song’. 

‘Che che kooley’’We’re all going to the zoo’, 

‘Tiger, tiger’. 

*Chn to explore African instruments and symbols 

(Rainforest music)  

*Clap out syllables in place/ animal names, then 

put names in pattern to make repeating rhythms/ 

compositions. 

*Chn contribute to a display of 

woodland/Arctic/African animals, with 

accompanying text.  

*Chn make 3-d models for display eg. caravans, 

parrot mobiles etc.  



*Pastel observational drawings of Handa’s fruits. 

*Animal patterns with paint and also paint package  

*Arctic pictures using collage materials.  

*ICT pics of animals and ‘Create a story’ 

movement and sound. 

*Chn may make their own inuit igloo and role play 

different elements of inuit life i.e. fisherman, 

cooks, dog handlers, craftsmen making drawings 

or models of animals that live in the arctic. 

*Small world play with African and Polar region 

animals. 

 

 

Enhanced provision to areas: 
 

 

Animals / camping Playmobil for small world play. 

Safari treehouse 

Tents and camping equipment 

Fabric and large construction to make shelters 

Arctic and jungle animals and backgrounds around the sand trough. 

Ice in water tray/ Tuff trays 

African animal puppets in the puppet area. 

Tiger costume for role play. 

Vocabulary: words naming animals and descriptions of habitats 

displayed around the classroom. 

African instruments 

 

Colour band map of world. 

Arctic and African display and artefacts for handling 

Books, cd and listening tapes linked to Arctic/Africa. 

Posters of animals/people/habitats. 

Range of materials available in the creative area (focus tissue 

paper/sticky shapes/feathers/textured paper for parrots). 

Animal pattern pictures. 

Arctic/Africa pictures to colour and/or write captions. 

Facility for labelling what ch’n want to ‘show and tell’. On board. 

 

Phonics (large group) Phonic activities (small groups) based on assessed phases 

Revise grapheme phonemes  w  x   y   z 

Teach consonant digraphs  sh  th  ch ng  

Teach digraphs ai ee igh oa oi oo ow ar er ur or 

Flashcards/actions (consolidate) 

Frieze/big book ‘Jolly Phonics’ 

Practise blending to read words 

Practise segmenting to spell words 

Blending/reading h/f words covered to date 

Corners (letters) 

Letter formation sheets/GPC correspondence 

Full circle 

Phonic games on IWB 

Spelling using magnetic w/b 

Consonant digraphs sh, th, ng, ch using magnetic w/bs and read/spell 

words containing them 

Vowel digraphs as outlined in Letters and Sounds. 



Teach high frequency new words on list 

Alphabet song (learning letter names) 

Practise reading and writing captions and sentences 

Writing topic/theme word lists 

Reading and writing captions and sentences (based on ability). 

 

 

 


