
 Numeracy: 

 

Multiplication and Division 

Area 

Fractions 

Literacy: 

Spring Topic 1: 

Poetry that creates images (Linked with our theme of Weather and Climate) 

 Think about and discuss the wind. 

 Work together to come up with nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, similes and metaphors to describe the wind itself and its 

effects on the world around us.  Display these as wall charts around the class to inspire our writing.  

 Link the idea of describing the wind to our art topic of drawing the wind—which do we think is easier? Why? 

 Read a variety of poems (and extracts from poems) about the wind. Discuss how authors select vocabulary to paint a picture in 

the reader’s mind.  Talk about the vastly different ways the wind can be described to create atmosphere in a poem.  

 Use comparisons in writing to enhance descriptions 

 Plan, draft, edit and peer review poems about the wind 

 Investigate rhyme and rhyme schemes and patterns 

 Produce a poem, independently written, with effective images and rhymes about the wind 

Spring Topic 2:  
 
Stories that raise issues and dilemmas (linked to work on biomes) 

 Use Sam’s Duck by Michael Morpurgo as a jumping off point followed by Journey to Jo’burg (Beverly Naidoo)  

 Children will read independently, in pairs and as a group including guided sessions.  

 Read and summarise main ideas from a variety of stories. 

 Learn how to write inner monologue for a character in a story and to support this through their actions within the story.  

 Write persuasively in role to explain their ideas, recognise and present a point of view within a text.  Vary sentence structure to 

clarify meaning.  

 Use the possessive apostrophe.  

 Analyse writing from different viewpoints, taking into account the character’s motivation and desires.  

 Relate learning back to an issue that we could face in our lives and plan and draft a story to explore that issue.  

 Organise and link paragraphs throughout a text 

Thematic links 

 Relate the struggles experienced by the characters in the story to our geography work on climate and biomes. Look at the loca-

tions of places in the story using atlases/Google Earth and use our knowledge and understanding  of biomes and climate to fully 
understand the difficulties the characters experience related to temperature, hydration, medical aid and transport links. Using 
the story as a jumping off point write persuasive letters about current debates such as climate change.  

 
Spring Topic 3: 
 
Narrative poetry using a selection of poetry by Michael Rosen, Pie Corbett, Tony Mitton  

 Learn and recite a poem 

 Retell the events of  a poem as a story 

 Identify features of a narrative poem 

 Write dialogue using speech punctuation as part of the planning and preparation phase 

 Read a variety of narrative poems and compare them.  

 Write from different perspectives in the form of a narrative poem 

 Explore poems with a message 

 Write our own narrative poems, plan, draft, edit and improve and then perform the poems fluently for partners, teachers and 

the rest of the class.  
 
 



Geography: 

 What does the world look like? Use Atlases and Google earth and 

globes in class. What can we see? Which countries do we know? 

Where have we been? Mark notable features on a map 

 Where in the world is South America? Locate the continents of the 

world, identify oceans. Identify countries in South America and 

mark capital cities.  

 What is the climate like in South America? Identify climate zone/

biome of South America. What is it like? What plants grow there? 

What animals live there? Compare to the UK 

 What is the land use in South America? Look at the physical fea-

tures of the landscape. Are there any mountains? Are there any 

rivers? Are there any waterfalls? Compare to UK 

 What is the land use in South America? Look at the human features 

of the land. How is the land used? Are there any trade links be-

tween SA and the UK? Compare land use to UK 

 How is SA the same/ different from the UK? Gather data required 

to compare the two regions by examining: mountains, rivers, cities, 

climate, population, language, religion, exports, famous landmarks 

 

RE: Come and See Spring Topics: 

Community 
 
Giving and Receiving 
 
Self Discipline 
 

Science: 

Animals including Humans 

 Digestive system parts 

 Digestive system Functions 

 Types and functions of teeth 

 Tooth decay and how to prevent it 

 Food Chains 

 

Electricity 

 How is electricity generated? 

 Identify common appliances that run on electricity and 

the types of electricity.  

 Electrical circuits, how they work and identifying com-

ponents from simple diagrams. 

 Conductors and insulators—Conduct simple experi-

ments to decide whether a material is a conductor or 

an insulator. Make lists of these.  

 Switches—how they work, why they are needed and 

the different types of switch. 

 Construct a circuit with switches and explain why the 

switch is needed.   

 

D&T: 

Electrical systems linked with science. Discover 

how alarms work, torches with a switch and how 

we can use computer code to organise timed 

events such as traffic lights.  

 

ICT:  

Create informative blogs linked to our topic on the 

weather, designed to communicate with a wider 

audience. Involve parents and family members by 

advertising our blogs to them and encouraging 

them to add comments and questions.  

 

 

Year 4 Spring Term Thematic planning 

Theme: Weather and Climate Zones 

Spring 2019 

Art: (Themed week) 
 
Big question: 
Can we draw the wind? 
Introduce big question to class and give children time to debate and 
express their opinions.  Check in with children over the week to see 
how these opinions change and develop. 
 
Sketching activity: Look at a variety of artwork showing the effects of 
the wind. Can we see the wind itself? What do we see? What are 
some of the effects? Is the wind strong or gentle? Link with literacy 
work using nouns to describe what we see.  
Following teacher direction, sketch a pair of dandelions in the wind. 
How can we see they are being affected? What do we notice. Draw 
attention to the plume of seeds and the direction they are travelling.  
 
Painting Activity: : Look at the artwork of JMW Turner and focus on 

his paintings of the sea and the various weather conditions. Investi-

gate the various techniques he used to create his images and look at 

the historical importance of his work and how he is still very much 

relevant today with the Turner prize etc. 

Using paints mix colours and textures to build up layers of colour to 

mimic Turner’s portrayal of the stormy sea. Sketch galleons with wind 

damage and detail to stick on top of these sea backgrounds.  

 

Drawing activity:  Look at some less realistic depictions of the wind 

from comics and cartoons. Discuss approaches used to show the wind 

and its direction. Copy some swirl patterns and combine them with 

the detailed approach to our dandelions from earlier in the week. 

Redraw the dandelion sketch as a cartoon showing the wind directly.  

 

Which approach do we prefer? 

 

Can we draw the wind? Return to the question and see how our 

opinions have developed over the week.  


