
Summer Term Newsletter 5: Friday June 10th 2016 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

This is always an exciting time of the year for schools with so much going on and a lot to look 

forward to. For our Y6 children it is their final half term at St Gregory’s and they are as busy as ever 

preparing for “Hamlet”, the trip to Edinburgh and in addition, to undertake a new Y6 / Y7 transition 

programme based around Michael Morpurgo’s “Private Peaceful”. 

This is a new initiative for all Y6 pupils in RC feeder schools to St Wilfrid’s this year. The children are 

sure to be trying to produce their best work as they will carry on working in this new English Book 

during the first half term at their new school in September. It is hoped that the project will give their 

new teachers a much better indication of the children’s ability alongside their reports and whatever 

raw score they may secure in the End KS2 tests. It really is such a boost if the children can get off to a 

good start as their confidence will soar and those natural worries that they have about such a big 

step will fade into the background once they know that they are more than capable of making a 

good impression with their work, alongside the fact that they are such a well behaved and pleasant 

group of children who will be a credit to their new school. 

As we look ahead for our oldest pupils, just around the corner we are just as excited to see our new 

cohort of Reception children, with Open Afternoon’s to be held on the next three Wednesday’s in 

June. Current Reception parents / carers will be wondering where the year has gone but can console 

themselves with the fact that the children have learned so much across their first year in school and 

that they will be soon be ready for the step up to Y1. 

I am looking forward to next Friday afternoon when I will be entertaining my Pastoral Care guests 

again for afternoon tea. Staff have such a hard task picking out their chosen candidates as we have 

such a caring and supportive group of children who fully deserve this little reward. 

Further ahead we now have dates finalised for the Y6 performance of “Hamlet”: 

·         Dress Rehearsals: Tuesday July 12th; 

·         Performances: 2pm and 4pm on Wednesday July 13th. 

·         Tickets available soon. 

Also on Wednesday July 13th at 11.25am, is the Reception Class Assembly – usually a really special 

event and one that all Reception Mams and Dad’s look forward to. 

A reminder that Week Beginning July 4th is reserved for Open Evenings. Individual slots will be 

allocated soon and I would ask all parents / carers to adhere to these if they can. The term is very 

short and additional opportunities will be short supply after the week has gone by as essentially the 

following week is the last full week of the term with the SAPA Sports and Fun Day scheduled for 

Thursday July 14th. As usual Most After School Clubs will be suspended for the week (some of the 

Friday sessions will go ahead as usual). 

Thank you in anticipation of your cooperation. 



The children, Y2 in particular are looking forward to the European Football Championships that begin 

later today in France. It is good to see almost all of the British teams together in a tournament for a 

change and I am sure that there will be plenty of good football to enjoy or avoid, depending on 

where you stand on the game! I have drawn Northern Ireland in the Y2 sweep so I am not expecting 

too much of a run for my money (Mrs McMullen drew Germany – something suspicious there I 

think!). 

 

To end on a serious note, I have to reinforce my message regarding pupils playing on the KS1 Play 

Area each evening – please keep a close eye on them and see that they stay off the Monkey Bars. 

Unfortunately we had two accidents on the first day back and we would all prefer if there were no 

more. The boxed wooden area close to the resources shed is also showing signs of wear and tear 

and will have to be removed in the near future. Please be vigilant around this piece of equipment 

too. 

 

EYFS staff and SAPA will be working together to come up with some replacement ideas as part of a 

scheme to improve outdoor pay and learning provision for our youngest pupils. 

Thanks to everyone who perhaps passed on the word that we had one or two places available at our 

school. We are very happy to welcome three new pupils this week and next. The children have made 

sure that the new children feel welcomed and we are very happy to have them join us at St 

Gregory’s. 

 

Enjoy the weekend. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

  

 

K J Smithson. 

Head Teacher. 


