
Summer Term Newsletter 3 – Monday May 16th 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

First of all I would like to pay tribute to all of our hardworking Y6 pupils who coped so admirably with 

everything that was thrown at them last week during the SATs tests. It has been very widely 

publicised this year that the new tests presented a very significant step up in terms of challenge 

from those taken previously and this proved to be the case. Despite this, our children simply turned 

up and got on, showing great spirit and determination even when, as on Monday in the Reading test, a 

number failed to finish within the allotted time. This was the case across the country as feed -back 

across social, local and national media sites confirmed, so we can see that the many tens of thousands 

of Y6 children were affected in much the same way so there is absolutely nothing to worry about. 

Without doubt, the government’s assessment and testing programme this year has been bedevilled by 

disarray and disorganisation, with schools very much in the dark as to how the raw scores will be 

interpreted and what the impact will be. We can but wait and see. What we do know is that staff and 

pupils have combined to work together so well in terms of the preparatory period and throughout the 

actual test week itself. Parents and Carers have been so supportive across the year and again 

especially so across last week – we see you all as very much a part of our team. Thank you for this. 

Now just because we are in the happy post SATs period we are not downing tools! Far from it, there 

is plenty of learning to be done and lots to look forward to as we enter this very important transition 

phase as preparations quicken for the big move to secondary education. 

In contrast, though again beset with controversy, our KS1 assessments are very relaxed and the 

children are enjoying working with the new materials which dovetail with our usual curriculum 

activities as the next few weeks progress.  No problems are anticipated and both staff and pupils are 

happily in tune. 

Wasn’t that an interesting result from the High Court on Friday regarding holidays in term time? Mr 

Gove will not be happy but neither will schools if parents / carers see this judgement as carte 

blanche to book holidays in school time. As a school that has tried to maintain a sensible approach to 

this rather difficult question - you will note that we have never, despite pressure being placed upon 

us, asked the Local Authority to issue any penalty charges to date, we must reiterate how every day 

does matter. The new curriculum is very demanding and any significant absences do impact without a 

doubt. I would request that all parents and carers take a sensible and long term view if they can. I 

appreciate how the travel companies will do everything they can to maximise profit but that is all 

they are interested in, together we have the long term interests of the children at heart. I am sure 

that we can anticipate some sort of response from the government once they have taken stock. 

We are busy celebrating the Feast of Pentecost, a joyous occasion for our Faith and a period when 

we can all do our bit to spread the good news as disciples of Jesus. Certainly, with our First 

Communion celebrations almost upon us, we can all share a prayer of thanks for the support and 

encouragement our Y3 children have received from home, school and parish and we look forward to a 

very special day this Saturday. 

Good news too that Mrs Pickering will be back with us tomorrow and we will all be delighted to see 

her, none more so than the children who have missed her. I must pay tribute though to all of the 

Reception team and additional staff who have followed Mrs Pickering’s instructions to the letter and 

covered so admirably in her absence. Well done. 

I look forward to seeing you all as the term progresses. 

Best Wishes. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

  

K J Smithson. 

Head Teacher. 

 


