
Dear Parents and Carers, 

It was nice to see the Shield’s Gazette give some prominent coverage to our fundraising event for 

Jana just prior to the Easter break. Yesterday’s edition highlighted the generosity of the school 

community and also raised awareness of the struggle Jana and her family are facing day to day. We 

will display the paper in one of the notice boards and the web site has further details also. Thank you 

all once again for supporting this non uniform event. 

The difficulties we all have as parents and carers with policing how our children are accessing and 

using the internet and social media sites needs to be mentioned once again in the light of a recent 

incident involving a pupil of ours. There seems at times to be a tendency for older brothers and 

sisters to tap in to conversations between younger siblings and their friends. Sometimes this can be 

perfectly innocent but occasionally things seem to take a darker turn, especially when there may be 

temporary fall outs or upset on line. Older children contacting younger pupils late at night is not a 

good idea and these types of exacerbated fall outs can spill over into school and cause problems. I 

would ask that all parents and carers do their best to monitor on line interaction and reinforce good 

on line behaviour with their children. Later in the term Mrs Blackwood will be offering parents / 

carers an opportunity to attend an internet safe use course to be held in school. We last offered 

these opportunities two and three years ago when Mrs Coates was our CEOPS trained staff member, 

but no one managed to attend. Things have moved on since and perhaps this would be an opportunity 

that would be welcomed? Both Mrs Blackwood and Mr Faircloth are CEOPS trained and able to help 

and advise us all regarding safe internet use and the dangers of inappropriate Facebook use 

/comments and the same with some other social media sites. It is a challenge for us all but one that 

we have to try to better understand especially as on line activity for even the youngest pupils is 

escalating.  I will let you know further details in due course. 

Looking ahead, our Y3 children are entering the final stages of preparation for their First Holy 

Communion celebration on Saturday May 21st at 10am at St Gregory’s RC Church. This is such an 

important day for the children first and foremost, their families, our school and the parish. To 

continue the celebrations a little longer we will all be attending Mass at Holy Rosary Church on 

Tuesday May 24th at 9.30am. Our First Communicant can attend in all of their finery; that is the 

First Communion outfits for the day. It will be nice for parishioners at Holy Rosary to see the 

children as they miss out this year on the celebration itself. Thank you to all of our parents and 

carers who have supported the preparatory programme throughout. We are all looking forward to the 

big day. 

Immediately on the horizon are the Y6 SATs, with next week being the crucial week and the 

culmination of a lot of work and effort by a group of children who have made such a fantastic effort 

over time to take on board so much new learning, such are the demands this year. Staff across the 

school will be working to support the children throughout the week and to ensure that we adhere 

very strictly to all of the many rules and regulations. I almost thought at one stage in the 

proceedings this year that I would have to sleep in the cupboard to guard the papers for at least this 

week and then we go and find that they government are very carelessly publishing the KS1 tests on 

their website! Seriously, we have to make sure that all conditions are adhered to and I am sure that 

we will have a good week. I would be grateful if parents and carers of our Y6 children who have also 

been fantastic throughout this year see that the children have a restful weekend and turn up for 

school fit and ready to go on Monday. Once we get to Friday we are all done and dusted and can look 

forward to a much more expansive and enjoyable set of learning experiences for pupils and teachers. 

We have our list of 30 new pupils for Reception and I know that whilst the aforementioned 30 will be 

delighted to have got their first choice school, others will have been disappointed and we already 

have a waiting list should there be any withdrawals. I look forward very much to welcoming the new 

arrivals at their first induction meeting next month. I can let you know that we do have one spare 

place in both Reception and Y1 due to some recent house moves by families (we will miss them but 

understand that these things do happen) and we have probable capacity for transfers in these two 

classes and Y3 from September. If you are aware of anyone who might be interested please ask them 

to get in touch with the school and we can see what can be done. It is very unusual for us to have any 



spaces but with the budget so linked to pupil numbers it is sensible to see that the spaces are filled 

if we have demand. 

Education is much in the news recently with protests against the testing regime and the forced 

academisation programme for all schools, even those that are good and outstanding and the 

subsequent loss of autonomy, plus the demise of parent governors. Not to mention the assessment 

debacle this year. All of these and several other issues are very much on our agenda. Be assured that 

this school and our governors will very carefully appraise every sentence of the current debate as 

well as adding our observations also, especially to Diocesan forums, as we await the final proposals 

that will feature in the Queen’s speech. It is yet again, a time of great change for Education yet we 

mustn’t lose sight of the fact that schools, teachers and pupils have coped with a multitude of 

changes across recent years and implemented them all to a high standard. No doubt we can tackle 

these current issues in much the same way. 

We cannot miss an opportunity to congratulate our school football team on securing their second title 

of the season (Rippon League A) by playing good football as a team throughout the competition. We 

have two other big tournaments to look forward to and Mr Faircloth and Mr Miah deserve a lot of 

praise in ensuring that the team not only play good football but in a really sportsmanlike manner thus 

representing St Gregory’s in a way that garners respect from their opponents and spectators. 

A final reminder after a request from a parent to ask that everyone adheres to the no cars in the 

school yard rule, especially later in the day when the gates may be open but we could well have pupils 

emerging from an after school club or leaving Bright Sparkz, our wrap around care providers. 

Many thanks for your cooperation. 

Best Wishes. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

  

K J Smithson. 

Head Teacher. 

 


