
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I was delighted to welcome the children back to school today after the Easter break. The 

school soon feels like it should do once the children arrive and there was a lot of excitable 

chatter, smiles and laughter in the cloakrooms after the bell rang for the start of school today. 

We have an excellent turn out a lot of Easter haircuts and a smattering of summer uniform 

already – the sun is shining this afternoon and the playground was full of action, so it is fun to 

be back after what I hope was an enjoyable holiday for everyone. 

It is really good to see Mrs Rochford back where she belongs as she begins a managed return to 

work, alongside Mrs Scott who has proved herself to be such an able and willing assistant these 

last months. Mrs Scott will work alongside Mrs Rochford across the next four weeks. Whilst we 

have excellent news on one front I have to report that Mrs Pickering has undergone a 

significant operation on the very first day of her holidays and is currently recuperating under 

supervision. At the minute we are redistributing and increasing staff to work with our Reception 

children. These staff are familiar to the pupils and will be carefully following the plans Mrs 

Pickering has set out for the first half term (this despite being absent sick which shows you the 

calibre of teacher we have here). This reorganisation will be monitored weekly and hopefully the 

good progress these children have been making will be maintained. We wish Mrs Pickering a 

speedy recovery. 

Fortunately all other members of the staff team have returned fit and well and we are all 

looking forward to what will be a busy and productive summer term with many a challenge but a 

lot to look forward to over the coming weeks. 

Looking back to the end of last term I am pleased to let you know that thanks to your 

generosity a grand total of £417.82 was raised for little Jana. A fantastic effort that included 

one incredibly generous donation from one of our Dads who is currently working away – what a 

kind gesture. We are trying to organise a visit from the Gazette to arrange a photo with Jana 

and her family alongside some of our children. 

There will be a considerable focus upon our Y6 children in the coming weeks as they begin the 

final countdown to their End KS2 tests. Preparations were going well before the holidays and we 

will be looking to pick up and accelerate from now on towards the big week which begins on 

Monday May 9th. I know that parents and carers are well aware of the significance of the 

challenge this year as their support and encouragement has been so good. I hope that we can 

rely on full attendance and the establishment of good routines that will see our children in peak 

condition across this preparatory period and of course, throughout the week itself. You can be 

assured that the children will be well prepared, supported and encouraged to do their best and I 

am sure that everything will progress nicely. Then we can look forward to all sorts of additional 

activities and learning to see our top class pupils ready for transition to the “big” school in 

September – they will be such a miss but we intend to have a fun filled term before we say 

goodbye. Details of the trip to Edinburgh and of a special end of term trip are close to being 

finalised and I will be in touch with details before too long. 

Looking ahead to what is a term that is punctuated with holidays here and there as well as an 

unusual final part week, it is important to note quite a few dates in your diaries, so here goes: 

         History Based Themed Week to begin the Term: from Monday April 11th; 

         Monday May 2nd – May Day, Bank and Public Holiday – school closed; 

         May: KS1 (Y2) SATs Tests – across the month and possibly into June; 



         Monday May 9th – SATS Week for KS2 ( we have been chosen to trial another test also with 

our Y6 class on Thursday May 19th); 

  

         Friday May 20th: Themed / Pupil Choice Afternoon; 

  

         Saturday May 21st: First Communion Celebrations: St Gregory’s RC Church 10am; 

  

         Wednesday May 25th at 3.40pm: Y6 Parents  / Carers meeting: Edinburgh Trip Itinerary; 

  

         Friday May 27th: CPD Day in lieu: School Closed for what is essentially the start of 

the Summer Half Term which is also bookended with another CPD day on Monday June 6th, 

meaning that we return to school on Tuesday June 7th at the usual time; 

  

         Monday June 20th and Week – Y5 residential trip to Thurston: A meeting for Parents and 

Carers will take place on. Plans are well advanced and payments are almost to schedule; 

  

         Friday June 24th: Class Swop afternoon: 2016/17 year groups; 

  

         Monday June 27th to Thursday evening June 30th: Y6 residential trip to Edinburgh; 

  

         Week Beginning Monday July 4th: Open Evenings: Individual invitations will be issued nearer 

the date. Owing to the proximity of the end of term the school will have little manoeuvre to 

reallocate timings. Please try to adhere to your allotted slots. Thank you for your cooperation. 

  

         Thursday July 7th: Special Y6 Leaver’s Mass for all RC children across South Tyneside at St 

James Church, Hebburn; 

  

         Wednesday July 13th at 2pm and 4pm: Y6 production of Hamlet: Tickets on sale nearer the 

date 



  

         Thursday July 14th – SAPA Sports and Fun Day: from 09.15am. (Friday July 15th is our 

reserve day should the weather be unkind); 

  

         Tuesday July 19th : Y6 Leaver’s Special Assembly and Presentations: 11am; 

  

         Tuesday July 19th: 2.30pm: End of Term Mass – All welcome. 

  

         Tuesday July 19th at 3.30pm: Pupils begin their Summer Holidays (The children return after 

the slightly extended break on Tuesday September 6th at the usual time. Staff will be in school 

for training purposes on Monday September 5th). 

  

The current 2016/17 holidays are to be finalised with our RC cluster of schools in the coming 

week or so. Please do not take too much notice of all of the dates on the South Tyneside 

website at the moment – this is not the final calendar with the Easter dates still under 

discussion and CPD days to be added. Other half term dates (October 2016 and February 2017) 

are accurate. 

There will be at least one additional school Mass, probably held at Holy Rosary church to be 

noted and the dates for our New Reception Induction afternoons across June (Wednesday 

afternoons – dates to be finalised).  I know that news of the allocation of places is imminent and 

there will be some applicants that will be disappointed at the outcome as we were well 

oversubscribed for the 30 available places. This is always a difficult time as it is such an 

important step. Thankfully, it looks like virtually all of our Y6 children have their first choice 

placements with one appeal in the offing. 

Completing this newsletter this morning with a heavy sky and persistent drizzle it seems unlikely 

that we will have crowds of children gathered on the KS1 Play Area this evening, but as we are in 

the summer term it is important to remember the rules associated with the play equipment. No 

access is allowed to any of the play equipment at both ends of the school prior to the start of 

the school day. At close of school, KS1 pupils if fully supervised by a parent or carer can have 

access to their designated play equipment for a period. It is a nice environment and I know that 

the children do enjoy using the area. Please respect the rules regarding supervision and keep a 

close eye on things. Thank you in anticipation of your full cooperation. 

I look forward very much to meeting up with you all again as the summer unfolds on what will be 

a productive and enjoyable term. 

Best Wishes to you all. 

  

K J Smithson. 

Head Teacher. 
 


